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THE CLICHE ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA being governed by fear is prob
ably true of our Afrikaner community, even if it is overstated with
regard to the rest of the, population. Many Afrikaners, of high and
low estate, feel towards the Africans a deeper fear than the simple
dread of revenge that haunts the rest of the White population.
'These Afrikaners also fear the other Whites, whom they suspect,
often rightly, of having secret wishes to reduce the status of the
Afrikaans language and culture. T'hey fear the Coloureds as well,
whose economic rise they see as a threat to their own standard of
living and political power. Most intensely of all, they fear each
other.

Yet how large a nUlnber of Afrikaners there must be who are
sufficiently modern and clear-headed to have thought their way
beyond the reach of these base fears of the other South African
communities. With a handful of exceptions, however, they remain
within the Afrikaner Nationalist group, gagged and bound by
their fears of the punishment their fellow Afrikaners might mete
out to them for their heresy.

It is vital that these modern Afrikaners should overcome thh
last and greatest fear as well, and move across into the fellowship
of South Africans who not only think as they do but actively
promote the nonracial democratic ideal. The difficulties facing
such Afrikaners are very great indeed, and the sacrifices demanded
of them are in their way no less exacting than those made by
others who stand for liberty, equality and fraternity in South
Africa.

Their reward may be in proportion to the sacrifice. The Mri
kaners who can find the courage to denounce the a/god of their
Nationalism- may find that they are not cast out but listened to.
As they move publicly towards nonracial democracy, they may be
followed by numbers of their fellow Afrikaners who are not
awakened by Fagan's or Pistorius' call, however fearless, for half
measures and moderation.

Men are needed who will publicly work for liberty in South
Africa, defying ostracism and boycott, while remaining true to
their Afrikaner cultural ideals. There is no reason why there should
not be as high a proportion of such radicals in the' Afrikaner
communities as in the rest of the nation. Their fearless emergence
is awaited by all who hope to see a free and united South African
nation in our time.

and some Afrikaners


