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ONE OF THE MOST SUBTLE dangers threatening mankind
is the seductive appeal of Fascism: it is insidious, be
cause it is fatally easy to believe that Fascism died with
the defeat of the Axis powers in 1945. But South Africa,
Portugal, Spain and a handful of less notorious regimes
linger as disagreeable relics of outmoded economic
political systems, and given increasing economic
political strains and uncertainty, an internationally sig
nificant resurgence of Fascism could easily take place.
Fascism takes many different political and social forms,
but underlying these there are common social
psychological conditions. To understand Fascism it is
therefore necessary to explore both its emotional roots
and the economic-political pressures that foster them.

One line of analysis is that of the Freudians: they are
concerned with the primitive aggression and destructive
ness that still is enacted as a primeval drama behind the
meretricious fa9ade of the "civilised" modern state. No
one who has lived "in the charnel-house atmosphere of
the past two generations can doubt the increasing reek
lessness~ven zest-with which one social system sets
out to destroy another, regardless of the risks of
destruction that its action thereby arouses. Freud
p~inte~ out th~t "culture has to call up every possible
reInfor~em~nt . In order to erect barriers against the
aggressIve InstIncts of men and to hold their manifesta
tio~s in. check . . .", and the history of the past 1,000
years has been a record of culture's periodical failure.

By contrast is the sociological argument that Fascism
~s so~!o-economi~: ~ symptom of a sick society, of the
InabIlIty of Capltahsm to preserve itself as it moves
inevitably through stages of economic-social develop
ment and, thereby, of conflict as the economic interests
of classes clash. Fascism attempts to arrest change, and
to provide an ideology to justify the violent or cunning
means employed to slow the disagreeable changes of
the struggle for profits, markets and exploitable labour
being replaced by a juster and more rational economic
social system. South Africans upholding this view have
no difficulty in linking such seeming diversities as the
S~uth Africa Foundation, the facing-both-ways Progres
sive Party, and the utter absence of any effective and
fundamental conflict between the Fascist government
and business and commerce.
A~e th~se divergencies more than superficial? Is

FaSCIsm ~lther the. result of defe~ts in man's ability to
control hIS aggressIve (and other) Instincts, or a function
of economic and social maladjustment? I consider that
there is no conflict: we must understand the power of
man's instincts and trace how they int.eract within the
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social-economic c0!lt~xt of for example, the class
struggle and Impenah~m..In South Africa the tawdry
apparatus of such legIslation as Job Reservation and
"Bantu Education", looks 'directed to ruling class fears
of economic-social-political competition by Africans
and others. But these fears are enmeshed in a tangled
and venomous web of panic and passion, about "misce
genation", "immorality" and "communism" that makes
a cool economic analysis of the fears quite unrealisti~

And 'on the other hand, there is no doubt that man's
basic insecurity is encouraged by an evil socio-economic
system and can be lessened by a rational one.

The Fascist, despite his. aggressiveness and braggartry,
has n~ver grown up. He IS terrified of the challenges of
matu~lty and cannot ~ar that others in his society
beco~e mature. He Sinks his childlike loyalties in a
substitute ~ather, the "Le~der", and loses his identity in
the ex~enslon of the famIly: the volk or politiciil party
or natIon. The Leader is satisfied by this, because he
depends on followers for adoration and recognition
and the followers give up their adulthood and the stra~
of responsibility. But even a much-beloved Leader" can
not always protect his flock. Sometimes the burdens he
places upon them are too great, and then there is an
upsurge of repressed hostility. The revered' Leader be
come~ revil~d, and a rigidly organiSed society deterio
rates Into VIolence and chaos.

UND?UB,TEDLY E':ONOMIC THREAT IS a major part of the
FaSCIsts uncertainty: the struggle of the 'Non-White'
peoples for social and economic equality has resulted in
ever more brutal repression, and as the economic-social
struggle becomes sharper so does the Fascist become
n~ore .entangled in his web of irrationality. To the thinly
dIsguIsed -ar~uments for economic exploitation and dis
criminati~n, he adds a vulgar "racialistic" philosophy.

Insecunty often implies feelings of inferiority, and
the paranoIac fears of our local Fascists are revealed in
the masses of legislation to protect them from the swart
Revaar. But if the 'pinks' are so almighty why do they
fear other groups, and why need the support of
elnotional, rambling "theories" about the nature of
differences between groups? The exploited class, of
course, is always dubbed "inferior". The Fascist ruler
spen;Is much time. advert!sing the fundamental anxiety
of hIS group by hIS frenzIed efforts to prove its "supe
riority", and by devising laws to prevent the masses
from competing with the (defenceless?) herrenvolk on
a basis of anything approaching economic and social
equality.

~his is justified, socially and emotionally, in the sym
bolIc adult-child relationship implied by some of this
country's more repugnant institutions and prejudices:
the degrading terms 'Boy' and 'Girl', the mass of legis
la~ion regulating every aspect of the 'Non-Whites' , lives
WIth the concern of a nagging, compulsive stepfather
concerned lest his stepchild get out of hand. '

The Fascist Leader has magical qualities, tllat emerge
in tim.es ~f crisis.. real or spurious. After the attempted
assasslnatton of Dr. Verwoerd a woman is repOrted to
have dashed to the press photographers and begged
them not to photograph him: "Don't you know that he
is holy to us?" A rational Leader does not arouse
reverence, but the Fascist Leader often needs to create
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this aura of divinity. and to feed his flock the belief that
he is in communion with the divine and can invoke
divine protection and advice for his threatened people.
It is no~ble that Fascists, where they do not arrogate
to their uses an orthodox theology las the Afrikaner
Nationalist group has manipulated and perverted a raw
Calvinism). create their own crude, primitive. hellfire
theology to justify and give emotional sanction to their
worldly policies.

FEAR MARKS THE FASCIST: fear of the future. because he
must relinquish his monopoly of economic and political
power, and because he will cease to be the one adult in
a world of children; fear of change; nostalgia ~or a
romantically idealised past. He has a neurotic horror of
meeting on a rational plane the economic and social
problems that cleave his society but escapes from the
demands of Freedom to Choose: he fears the burdens
of responsibility, individualism and genuine co-opera-

_tion that result from sharing social and political
freedom and economic opportunity in a democratic
state. He is threatened by freedom, where the stable,
democratic man is stimulated by it, because the Fascist
is neither strong nor self-sufficient. but feeble, brittle,
uncreative and impotent. His "lust for power is not
rooted in strength but in weakness. It is the expression
of the inability of the individual self to stand alone and
live. It is the desperate attempt to gain secondary
strength where genuine strength is lacking." (Fromm.)

What then is the outcome of this dual analysis? Inas
much as the Fascist reflects his economic-political
position, to alter that position might alter his attitudes,
and in the end economic self-interest should soften his
rigidity, timidity, and aggression. If the F·ascists' beliefs
and motives were more rational, were they less fanatics
and more simply greedy exploiters, we could agree. But
the Fascist moves in a world of witches and fantasy, no
less than in a world of class-struggle and exploitation;
his group-the volk, the church, nation, class-is
enmeshed in a delusional system. "substituting wish
fulfilment for some aspect of the world which is unbear
able to him and carrying this delusion through to
reality". (Freud) It is the mass-paranoia of the delusions
of Fascists that make socio-economic weapons uncer
tain, unless they are supported by psychological under
standing to unmask their irrationality, and to suggest the
economic and social pressure-points that encourage
otherwise stable people to live such delusions in tlierr
everyday lives. •

I.-
(1)

.c
E
Q)...,
a.
Q)

en

AMBITION
Peter Motsoane
S. N. Ndlumbini
Sy Moya
earl Mafoko

a quartet

jobs and living
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religion

AFRICANA

Send contributions to Africana, P.O. Box 2068, Cape
Town. One prize of Ri will be awarded for the best
item each month, and two consolation prizes of 50c.

e Questioner: I would like to ask how the Founda
tion can call itself 'non-political' when all o~ its
members and all those who carry out its activities
are of one race.
The Chairman: You cannot ask such a question
it is based on a complete misstatement of fact.
There are in fact many English-speaking people in
the Foundation.-Progressive Party lunch-hour
forum. [Visiting American]

e "I am finding today that the Africans are my best
customers for my best books. They are not
interested in fiction any more. They want to buy
.practical books, books about how to do things, and
especially books on administration: how to run
a railway, how to build an airfield, books on govern
ment, on chemistry, on economics. I don't know
why they want books like these."-Cape Argus
[JBT]

e Printing. For all your requirements. No job too
small ~or us. Prices less than competitive-The Star.

e This week's special bargain. 1960 Morris Oxford.
Mileage 6,000. Rolled over only once-The Star.

e Your front page article headed "Hearns Quit Trans
vaal," states that Sasolburg is in the Transvaal. Not
by any stretch of imagination is that so. I appeal to
you not to try and grab our industrial towns.
"Free·stater," Rand Daily Mail.

e Our Very~Own Telephone Book

extracts from the Tr:ansvaal
Telephone Directory 1961

P.A.C. Distribution Ltd, 64 End St, Jhb. - 22-6304
C.O.D. Motor Garage, 137 van Riebeeck ave,

Edenvale - 53-2934
Labor Construction Company, 4 Bessemer

Rd, Heriotdale - - 25-8521
Liberal Investments, 122 Hay St, Turffontein 32-5223
Progressive Packaging (Pty) Ltd, 505

Merchandise Centre, Johannesburg - 23..7588
United Demolishers, Simmer East, Germiston 51-5054
Bond Outfitters, Gent's Juvenile Outfitters,

140c Central Ave, Mayfair, Johannesburg 35-5133
National Union Life Assurance (Pty) Ltd,

Corner of President and Simmonds S18, Jhb 33-4356
Nasionale Rubberstempels (Edms) Bpk,

Mainstraat 203, Johannesburg .. 23-0191
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