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SOVIET SCHOLARS like all Soviet people have always
been irreconcilable enemies of colonialism, of any form
of racial and national oppression. The Government of
the Soviet Union expressing the will of the Soviet
people pursues a persistent anti-colonial policy. It was
on the initiative of the Soviet Government that at the
15th session of the UN General Assembly the Declara-
tion of Independence for Colonial Countries and
Peoples was adopted. This policy stems from the very
nature of socialist society free from exploitation of man
by man, from any kind of social and national injustice.

The racial problem in the South African Republic is
a form of colonialism. Though not a colony, the history
of the SAR and the present-day status of the nativa
African population gives one every reason to consider
the racial problem in the SAR as a colonial one. The
difference between the SAR and such colonies as
Southern Rhodesia, Kenya and Algeria lies solely in a
ratio of the population of a European background and
the non-European population, whilst the economic and
political nature of the laws operating in those countries
is much the same. The. abolition of racial enslavement
in the SAR must be therefore considered as a task of
abolishing colonialism in Africa.

These conclusions have been drawn up on a basis of
profound and comprehensive studies in the historical
development of South Africa. Quite a number of
Soviet scholars have done their contribution to the
studies of South African history. Following below
are but some of the works produced by Soviet scholars
on South African history: The Union of South Africa,
1931; N. M. Fedorovsky, In the country of diamonds
and gold. Travels in the South Africa, 1934; I. I.
Potekhin, Imperialist segregation of the natives in South
Africa after the Second World War, 1952; I. I. Pote
khin,The Formation of the national community of the
SOl;lth African Bantu, 1955; A. B. Davidson, "Apart
held: a country of racial enslavement" (an article in
the book under the general title Racial discrimination
in African countries), 1960. Numerous books on South
Africa produced by English and South African scholars
and politicians frequently come out in the Soviet
Union, among them: David Livingstone: Travels in
South Africa, 1947; A. T. Bryant: Olden Times in
Zululand and Natal, 1949; L. Forman and E. S. Sachs:
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-The South African Treason Trial, 1959; and others.
Russian translations of Peter Abrahams' and Gerald
Gordon's novels have also been very helpful for a
better understanding of the nature of the race problem.

The studies in SAR history indicate that the racial
relations prevailing in that country are underlain by the
ec?~omic interests of the rich farmers of European
orIgIn, and of the gold and diamond mining companies.
Let us recollect the pronouncements made in 1880 by
the High Commissioner of South Africa and the
Governor-General of the Cape Province, G. Grey:
"Throughout this part of the British Dominions the
coloured people are generally looked upon by the whites
as ~n infer~or race, whose interests ought to be syste
m~t1call):' dIsregarded when they come into competition
w~th the~ own, and who ought to be governed mainly
WIth a VIew to the advantage of the superior race. And
for this advantage two things are considered to be
specially necessary: First, the facilities should be
afforded to the White colonists for obtaining possession
of land heretofore occupied by the native tribes; and
secondly.. that the kaffir population should be made to
furnish as large and as cheap a supply of labour as
possible."1

To dispossess the "Kaffirs" of the land and make
them toil for the European settlers, toil as much as
possible at the lowest possible wages-this is the econo
mic backbone. of apartheid or the segregation policy
as it was originally term.ed.
. The apa.rth~id champions are seeking to find justifica..

tlon !o~ It In the pseudo-scientific theory of race
superIorIty. The late Smuts ,maintained that the South
A!rican B~ntu ". . . has largely remained a child type
WIth a chIld psychology and outlook".2 The scientific
~arre?n~ss ~f thi~ theory does not need any argumenta..
tlon, It IS beIng dIsproved by reality itself. Not only the
~urrent events that have placed into the arena of
International ~olitics prominent African politicians,
scholars and thInkers, but the entire history of the pre
colonial Africa does prove the reverse.
Th~ ~dherents of apartheid use the theory of race

supenorlty not only to provide justification of the racial
ens!avement of t~e Bantu but also to prove that such a
polIcy serves the ~nterests of t~e ent~re white population
of. the South AfrIcan RepublIc. ThIS is also in conflict
WIth the truth: the policy of apartheid serves only those

The Lion in the City

The lion in the city waits all night
And sometimes moves behind you,
Dark across a street light,
Shadowing you.

Human memory never quite ends
And never quite comes forward,
But it always sends
Dark to your head.

c. J. DRIVER
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who are exploiting the labour of the native African
population, it runs counter to the interests of the
national development of the European section of the
population. To prove this is not at all difficult.

The founder of the English classical school of
political economy, W. Petty, said: "Land is the mother
of wealth and labour is his father". Labour is the father
of wealth. Wealth is created by labour, but labour may
have various degrees of productivity. The higher pro
ductivity of labour the wealthier is the country. The
policy of apartheid has created an extremely low labour
productivity of the Africans Vvho constitute three
quarters of the whole population of the South African
Republic. Let us see for instance the yields of corn and
wheat that forIn together about 60 per cent of the total
of the South African field husbandry: the yields of corn
in the SAR are twice as lo\v as those in the USA, and
the wheat yields are nearly five times lower than those
in England. "In Great Britain it has been shown that
one agricultural worker is capable of producing food
for at least ten people. In Australia the labour of one
male worker can supply an optimum diet for twenty-five
people. In New Zealand one man in farming can
produce an optimum diet for forty people. In South
Africa it is doubtful whether one man engaged in agri
culture can produce enough food for two people."3

To abolish the policy of apartheid and accord to the
Africans the rights and privileges equal to those of the
Whites means a manifold increase in the labour pro
ductivity of the whole population as well as in the
national income of the SAR. The self-employed section
of the White population will lose nothing economically
by abolishing apartheid. Quite the contrary it will gain
a lot. The South African Republic is a country of huge
potentialities, and if a reasonable policy is followed,
everyone in the Republic can be well-off. Bunting is
absolutely right in saying that "South Africa can
become a country of abundant wealth."4

The policy of curtailing the democratic rights of the
Africans has inevitably led to restrictions of the demo
cratic rights of the Whites. The abandonment of this
policy will bring about a renaissance of democracy.
Finally, the policy of racial oppression is detrimental to
the national dignity of the White population of the
SAR. The progressive public of the world condemns
the policy of apartheid pursued by the SAR Govern
ment and this condemnation smears the honour and
dignity of the European part of the Republican popu
lation. The progressive part of the European population
has long realised the incompatibility of apartheid
both \J.Tith human dignity and the interests of their
country. In the last years the SAR Government has
been endeavouring to carry out the "Bantustan" pro
gramme. This is not a new idea. As far back as the 20's
the missionary WaIter Cotton wrote: He said that th~
time had come for the last call for the territorial
segregation which alone could prevent the forces
working for the merging of the races. This issue had
such a vital and fundamental importance for the Euro
peans in South Africa that no moral consideration
would stand in its way. The Europeans saw it as a
question of self-preservation.5

The whole history of the so-called "native policy" of
the Government has been a realisation of this idea. All
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moral considerations have been brushed aside at that.
In the name of the "pure race" the human dignity of
the Black man has been humiliated. But what has come
of the" idea? The Africans were driven to reserves but
the way out of the reserves ,vas not sealed, though
restricted. It could not be sealed, anyway. Not because
the Africans cannot live in the overcrowded reserves but
because the Whites cannot do without their labour
force. The reserves were set up as reservoirs of cheap
labour. Millions of Africans now live in the towns at
the white man's farms and mines. The policy of the
SAR Government vis-a-vis the Africans is extremely
controversial in itself. This controversy received a very
spectacular definition in the, words of the same Cotton,
an irreconcilable supporter of separate existence of
different raGial groups: "We want the Natives' labour
but we don't know what to do with them .... We
don't want their family and social life impinging on
ours . . . . We want their lands, but we don't want
them".5

This old idea has been termed differently nowadays
-"Bantustans". The idea is impracticable. 6 Any
attempt to translate it into life will only add to the
complexity and acuteness of the racial problem.

Such is a general outlook of the Soviet scholars on
the racial problem in the South African Republic, based
on a thorough investigation into the issue. What is a
solution? It has been already found; it is laid down in
the "Freedom Charter", elaborated by the South
African Pe?ple's Congress in 1955. Pursuing the policy
of apartheId the Government of the South African
Republic has led the country to a blind alley and
created a situation pregnant with very grim conse
quences. "The Freedom Charter" is the only reasonable
escape from this blind alley. •
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Is your
commitment showing?

TIMOTHY HOLMES

THE FIRST ISSUES of The Lion and the Ilnpala bring to
the South African literary scene the only (to our know
ledge) magazine devoted to "committed" literary
writing in the country. The magazine is published by
Messrs. C. J. Driver and R. K. Parker at the S.R.C.
Office, Students' Union, University of Cape Town.

In their introductory article the editors explain that
they have decided to produce the magazine to fill a
need at the university for a monthly literary magazine.

They aim, firstly, to publish the best work they can
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