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Britain's
South African Policy

At the
Receiving End

A WELL-UPHOLSTERED PORTRAIT of Queen Elizabeth
hangs in each British High Commission in the Com
monwealth. There is one at the thatched British
Embassy in Cape Town. It looked down on the back of
the British i\mbassador, Sir John Maud, as Eric Louw,
the South African Minister of Foreign Affairs, proposed
the toast at this year's garden party to celebrate the
Queen's Birthday. It ·was the first to be held in the
Republic of Hendrik Verwoerd.

Sir John, an excellent host, was falling in with the
kindly (and patronising) English attitude of 'Don't let's
be beastly to the Afrikaner'. He did his star turn by
replying in Afrikaans to Louw's loyal speech. An
excellently diplomatic thing to do. He had carefully
avoided asking any of the Cape Town councillors
because Louw's government has classified some of them
as non-whites. An excellently diplomatic thing to do
in South Africa. Nobody mentioned that Louw should
not be 'beastly to the Africans'. Everything went well
the rain had even stopped in time. This was the South
Africa Act garden party.

Christopher Hollis, the English M.P., referred to
Portugal at the time of the Queen's visit in 1957 as
'Britain's oldest and dirtiest ally'. Let us hope that no
Royal visit is planned to Britain's 'newest and dirtiest
ally'. The garden party was yet another example of the
Conservative government's failure to face the problenl
of white supremacy in Southern Africa. The written
reply to Dingle Foot's question in the House of Com
mons was neatly dishonest. But who did it convince in
Africa? The outside world sees Britain deferring to the
selfish attitudes of Verwoerd, Salazar and (sonlewhat
differently) Welensky. In a recent pamphlet, the Conser
vative Party's young Bow Group maintained that the
West must actively dissociate itself from white domina
tion in southern Africa. They are right. The emphasis,
moreover, should be on 'actively'.

THIS IS NOT A CASE of idealistic humanitarianism. It is
a question of facing economic and international reali
ties. If Britain tries to divide its South African-Portu
guese policy from its African policy it is going to queer
both. It must assume that southern Africa is potentially
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a part of the new Africa. It must realise that if it does
not back the new states in Africa far worse things are
going to fall than the prices of shares in Tanks and
Union Miniere. What policy Britain actually does have
in Africa will be far less effective if it is still associated
with white racialism. 'And, like it or not,' says the
London Economist, ~South Africa and South West
Africa are still associated with Britain in many minds'.

The new race for Africa is on. The Germans, the
Russians, the Italians, the Czechs, the Japanese, the
Poles, the Americans are all looking for a place in the
economic sun. The results will be big. FAO calculates
that the per capita income of the 33 countries of tropi
cal Africa ·will double in the next 15 years. France and
Britain are well ahead. But Britain will have to have a
more positive African policy to remain ahead. Some of
its present attitudes are dangerous. The South Africa
Act may prove to be the most damaging thing Britain
has done to itself in Africa.

Brit~in is embarrassed by its position in South
Africa. The arrival of the Union Castle liner at South
ampton with gold in its mauve belly gives Selwyn Lloyd
quieter nights: and the Treasury has been the centre of
English economic planning since Edward II. Over £900
million of British money is invested in South Africa;
the Katanga lobby showed the power over the British.'
government of international mineral finance in southern
Africa. South Africa is the fourth biggest importer of
Britain's goods; the threat to that £50 million favour-
able balance of trade leaves Selwyn Lloyd like a Buff
Orpington hypnotised by a thin white line.

BUT THE SOUTH AFRICAN policy also arises out of
certain British attitudes. African anthropologists will
find the Conservative back-benchers a particularly
worthwhile study. These creatures regularly bring up
the KWV-soaked ideas which they have heard on the
stoeps of United Party farmhouses. They may not like
the Nationalist attitude but they do not want to make
a fuss. After all, they intone, Verwoerd keeps order in
South Africa. They do not like over-statement (except
in accepted convention of an ambassador's fancy garden
party outfit). They shudder at the idea of revolutions.
Their minor public school ties stand for a continuing
struggle to avoid recognising that Britain itself has
passed through a social revolution (ugh what an ugly
word!) The English Industrial Revolution was named
by a Frenchman. Chester Bowles, an American, argues
that the situation in South Africa is revolutionary. The
South Africa Act garden party shows that the British
government has not accepted this view. They, like their
own back-benchers, will not accept the brutal fact that
the longer the time before the change the greater and
more vicious will it be. They apparently accept that
people like Vorster and Verwoerd will actually allow
themselves to be voted out of power.

The South Africa Act should have been used to show
that Britain dissociated itself from the white racial
policies of Verwoerd. Instead it gives one the impres
sion: trade before politics. Forty per cent of the R320
million worth of farmers' produce exported annually by
South Africa comes to Britain. The loss of preference
tariffs would have knocked South African farmers. So
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far the farnlers are the section of the South African
population which has been least hit by the disturbed
trading conditions since Sharpeville. Stanley Uys has
pointed out that more Nationalist M.P.s are farmers
than anything else. The boycott campaign tried to give
the idea that the only hope for a peaceful change is to
bring Verwoerd down economically. The campaign~s

lack of success showed one thing; that organisation
would have to be on a far greater scale. The British
government had all the arguments not to give South
Africa preferential treatment. Instead of underlining
the advantage of belonging to the Commonwealth it
even forgot to make a decent show of reluctance at
giving Verwoerd such a victory in the South Africa Act.
All that happened was that there was a garden party in
Cape Town from which non-whites were excluded.

Secondly the Act leaves the way open for South
Africa to benefit from any arrangements which Britain
secures for the Commonwealth in the Common Market
negotiations in Brussels. This is the only explanation
for extending tariff privileges to South Africa which will
only be effective until Britain joins the community.

Thirdly, the overriding impression of the Act is that
the Africans in South Africa can expect no assistance
in their struggle for rights if Britain has to forego
advantages of trade. Every time a "soft voice" is cast
by Britain at UNO on the questions of South West
Africa and apartheid, the South Africa Act will be
quoted.

THUS THE ACT WILL relieve many British business men
who thought that their profits might drop by a small
percentage. They do not seem to realise the darnage that
such a piece of legislation does Britain in other growing
markets. Not long ago, the public relations man of an
international concern was sneering about the 'non
viable' economies of African states. In an attempt to
get a definition of what he meant by 'a non-viable'
economy somebody asked him if he thought Swaziland
was in that class. He did not answer directly; his firm
was making investments in Swaziland.

The South Africa Act is symptomatic of the loss of
impetus of Britain's African policy. It surprised nobody
more than the \vhite Rhodesians when the Conserva
tives started out upon a decolonisation policy which
was more radical than the policy upon which the
Labour Party had fought the General Election.
McLeod was an acquisition at the Colonial Office. The
Monckton Commission recomnlended legislation which
would give a clear African majority in one legislature.
But now McLeod is rallying the Young Conservatives
and the announcement of a third constitution for
Northern Rhodesia has been followed by strikes in the
Copperbelt. Macmillan's super-cliche 'the wind of
change' was evidence of a radical Conservative policy.
Observers in the Ho~se of Commons have recently
rema~ked that MacmI1lan fluffs some of the simplest
questions whereas he used to treat such questions with
slant-eyed superciliousness. Perhaps it will only be
another man who can give straight-forward orders to
Her Majesty's mission in South Africa to be diplomati
cally cool. Perhaps it will only be another government
which can avoid similar South African Acts. •
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Contributions should be sent to Africana,
P.O. Box 2068, (-:ape Town

_ A~using, bewitching, considerate, dear, enchanting,
faIthful, generous, heavenly, incomparable, joyful,
kind, lovely, magnanimous, nice, ornamental, pretty,
quixotic, ravishing, staunch, tenacious, unique,
venturesome warm, youthful and zealous Meadow
lark, I adore you-Star.

_ I am delighted to learn that from May the South
African edition of the Reader's Digest will be
printed in its entirety in the Republic. The fact that
we are the eighteenth country to achieve this
distinction is proof anew of South Africa's close
association with Western thought.-Letter from
Dr. N. Diederichs, Minister of Economic Affairs.

_ Young man highest integrity, extremely deep,
honest and se.nsitive, requires immediate loan of
R300. Preferably from persons with similar charac
teristics capable of helping.-Rand Daily Mail.

_ The deputy chairman (Mr. P. C. Pelser): The
member has criticised the word "Bantu" enough.
(Die agbare lid het die woord Bantoe genoeg
uitgekaffer.)-eape Argus.

_ Will the gentlemen who phoned about the Ivory
Banana about 5" long, please contact me again.
-Rand Daily Mail.

_ Organ, electronic Acme, as new. We never learnt
to play. Cost £475. What offers?-Rand Daily Mail.

_ "Bantu" or "Bantu person" means a Native
-Government Gazette.

_ Les B. Ans. Contact Gay re camping arrangements.
-Sunday Ti/nes.

_ God still answers prayer. Send your requests to
p.a. Box 21, Goodwood.-eape Argus.

_ Yet this is what his fljght log reads: Left Wichita
January 23 (temperature 22 degrees F, 10 degrees
below zero) and flew to Boston. Pressed on to Gan
dar, where the mercury stood at 17 degrees below.
-Rand Daily Mail.

_ Mary Ann Wall has condensed the events told in
Brief Authority into a narrative which is a factual
recor~ o~ that grim repression, and of the Hoopers'
part In It.-Back cover of The Dominee and the
Dom-Pas.
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