
Two weeks later, he came again, on his bicycle this
time because his motor-scooter was, like, broken.

"'It has been done before," he cried.
"No!" I sobbed.
"Yes!" he yelped.
We collapsed on to the ground and wept. Because we

were sad.
"Let us," he said, "rather write a musical about the

Cape Coloured fisherfolk."
"Goodie," said I.
"It will be full of funny language and show the quaint

ways of these folk."
"It must be cute," I said, "and colourful, and gay."
"And ersatz!" he added.
"And ersatz!" I added also.

The man wheeled himself up in his wheel-chair.
"The song has ended," he groaned.
"It hasn't been done," he sighed.
"Too revolutionary?" I asked.
"Indeed," he replied. ~

We pondered. For a long time. For a week. Then
Hairy spoke.

"Let us play it safe. We shall write another musical
glamourising shebeens."

"Gee, what a wonderful idea, Hairy," I said, "With
an all White cast?"

"No. An all black cast."
"You are a genius," I pointed out.
"Its name will be 'Cali me Missus'."
"You're the boss, Hairy."
As indeed he is. e
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A week later the man walked up the mountain, using
his handkerchief. To wipe up the perspiration. His eyes
were wet. With tears. He was sad.

"It has been done," he moaned.
I moaned too.
We both moaned.
"Let us then write a musical about Cato Manor," he

suggested.
"That is in Natal," I pointed out.
He saw the point.
"But," he said, "we could romanticise the English

Section in Natal."
"Wow!" I gulped. ..
I embraced the genius. What a revolutIonary Idea.
"The hero could be, nay, must be, a polo player. Tall,

young, blond, handsome," Hairy said.
"And shy," I played it by ear.
"And shy," Hairy played it that way too. .
"He is playing polo for Natal when called In to

rescue the Natal cricket side struggling against a band
of foreign invaders. From the Transvaal. He scores a
century. With his polo stick. He saves the side."

"We will call it 'The Natal Stand'."
"Yes," said Hairy.
"And," I went 9n, "Adam Leslie will play the hero.

Or Mr. Trollip."
Hairy embraced me.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Cautious Conservatives,
Coherent Critics

HARRY JAGUAR

Policies, parties and the press in Nigeria

THE NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT has a moderate, pro-British
pro-Western Foreign policy. Though it professes
neutralism it is distinctly anti-Communist (for a long
time the Russians were obstructed in their efforts to
open an embassy in Lagos). But Nigeria is a very loyal
supporter of the United Nations and has backed the
V.N. throughout in the Congo.

The Nigerian government inherits its caution from
the British. On Pan-African affairs it is a keen member
of the Monrovia bloc and sees things in the same light
as the BrazzavilIe powers in French-speaking Africa.

Nigeria has still its own regional, and even tribal
differences to overcome, its government is therefore
suspicious of attempts at political unity in Africa. For
the time being it is national unity which has to be built.
There is a fear that grandiose schemes for political
union will prove unworkable, and that it is better to
explore all other methods of technical, economic and
cultural co-operation first.

On the question of concentrating on internal develop
ment as a first priority, Nigerian leaders see things in
the same way as M. Houphouet Boigny of the Ivory
Coast. Like the Ivory Coast the country is thriving
because of its reputation for stability, its encourage
ment of foreign capital and the inducements it offers to
white businessmen.

Nigerian leaders are highly suspicious of President
Nkrumah of Ghana. They feel that he is trying to be a
Prima Donna whose goal is to lead Africa on an
international scale. In recent months the Nigerian
leaders feel that Nkrumah is being proved wrong. His
concentration on international leadership at the expense
of internal development is now resulting in serious
difficulties at home. While the Ghana economy is sliding
badly, Nigeria continues to make the best of foreign
capital. Light industry is rapidly being established. Oil
has been discovered, cement factories are working to
capacity, rubber is playing an increasingly important
part in exports. In 1956/57 the Government spent £9
million on its economic development programme. In
1958/59 £27m. In 1959/60 £32m. and in 1960/61 £46m.

Despite all this the youth of Nigeria is still not
satisfied. There is considerable opposition to the govern
ment among intellectuals, young people and an ever
growing class of semi-educated unemployed city
dwellers.

The young men of Nigeria feel that Britain gave the
country a capitalist economic system. They feel that the

H A R R Y JAG U A R is a journalist in West
Africa.
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present government has not altered the system to any
marked degree and that the go:ve~ent is ~eref~re
pursuing an old-fashioned, colomahst economIC pOII.CY.

Nigerian youth is even more outspoken on ForeIgn
policy and African ~airs. On.t!lls the. youn.g peopl~

are joined by the offiCIal Opp<?sI~Ion whIch spea~ for
a change, with some real convlctl?n. People 100~lng. at
Nigeria from the outside are surpnsed that the NIgenan
government remains in power in these circumstances.

Nevertheless the government is one of the most stable
in Africa. The reason for this is that it is formed by an
alliance of two parties-the Northern People's Congress
and the National Council for Nigeria and the Came
roans. Between them these parties have an overwhelm
ing majority in the Federal Assembly of 239 to 66.

The only thing that could bring down the government
electorally would be a split between ~he N.P.~. and t~e
N.C.N.C. But (1) there is not the slIghtest SIgn of thIS
happening. Ministers of )Jot~ .parties are w?rking ~
great friendship and amIcabIlIty; (2) even If a spItt
occurred the Northern People's Con.gress still controls
148 out of 305 seats in the Federal Assembly. It could
therefore form a government with only one or two
dissidents from other parties.

The ,Northern People's Congress is the party of the
18 million strong Northern region of Nigeria which
outnumbers the 8 million people in the East and 6
million in the West. It is an aristocratic party in which
the Fulani overlords have managed to preserve their
dominance over the masses who now form the ordinary
voters. The Islamic religion also tends to preserve the
homogeneity and the conservatism of the region.

The case of the great Nigerian nationalist Dr.
Nnamdi Azikiwe, is symbolic of what has happened to
Nigeria. Here is the father of all African nationalists,
the one-time firebrand, the champion of the progressive
South of the country. Now he is Governor-General of
the Federation. He is trying sincerely to remain above
his past political affiliations to the N.C.N.C. His object
is ·now to build national unity even at the expense of
dropping many of his radical and revolutionary ideals.

Dr. Azikiwe feels that Nigeria, given time, will find
its own slow, cautious, liberal-minded way towards the
democratic socialism that is so near to his heart.
Equally important, Nigeria has found a great leader in
the Northerner, Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, a man
who acts with unimpeachable diplomacy.

No matter how vigorously the intellectuals and youth
attack the Nigerian government for its lack of dyna
mism, Sir Abubakar's sincerity and impartiality are
never questioned. When a national controversy rages
both sides wait to hear what Sir Abubakar has to say
on the matter. And when he does speak he generally
says that Nigerians must make up their own minds and
decide the issue in question by constitutional means.

In Africa today it is difficult for a national leader to
be as conservative, cautious as Sir Abubakar. He is
naturally accused of preserVing the form of British
colonialism. His critics claim that he does not have the
militancy and dynamism of Nkrumah and Sekou Toure,
and that Nigeria is failing to play a leading part in the
new Africa.

Leader of the Federal Opposition, Chief Obafemi
Awolowo, of the Action Group Party is the most
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The Nigerian Press
Nigeria's Press is certainly one of the freest in
Africa and the world. Its newspapers take all
viewpoints-militant African nationalist, pro
Western powers, near Com~uni~t~besid~sr~fie.c
ting political party viewpOInts InsIde Nlg~na It
self. EveI)' major Nigeria~ ~ewspaper. IS run
entirely by Nigerians for ~lgenans. WhItes ~old

only managerial and technIcal posts. All EdItors
are blacks.
DAILY PAPERS

Daily Times. Circulation 120,000. Policy indepen
dent with a slight bias towards the government
and the Northern Peoples Congress party. Owned
by the London Daily Mirror group it adopts a
favourable attitude towards Britain and the West.
Favours Monrovia bloc. Its staff is entirely Niger
ian except for managers. Its columnist Tai Solarin
is the doyen of Nigerian columnists and takes a
lively individual line on. most subjects.. .
Daily Express. CirculatIon 60,000. ThIS IS the up
and coming newspaper which has only been estab
lished a year and is gaining readers faster than
any other paper. It was la~gely owned by Tho~

son newspapers, the CanadIan newspaper propne
tor, but Thomson has now pulled most of his
capital out. This has not made any difference to
the paper's policy. It supports Chief A'wolowo's
Action Group party on internal affairs. Strangely
enough it does not seem to support the Action
group on African affairs. The Express has been
deeply shocked by events in Ghana. It now tends
to favour the Monrovia bloc rather than the Casa
)lanca bloc. But sometimes it is very outspoken,
~riticising Americans, Russians, Ghanaians, even
Nigerians! It has even been critical of the majori
ty Action Group, Western Region on the way
some city council elections have not been demo
cratically held.
West African Pilot. Circulation about 25,000.
Technically far behind Times, Express, Dr.
Nnamdi Azikiwe's old paper. It now vigorously
supports the N.C.N.C. and supports the govern
ment on internal policy, but it is definitely in
favour of a more militant African oolicy. Wants
real neutralism between East and West. Does not
like Communism any more than American
capitalism. Quite often prints articles advocating
Communism alongside handouts straight from
the British Information Services. The fact that the
Pilot uses much material from the British and
American information services is rather more due
to a simple lack of material than to a love of
Britain.
Morninf( Post. Circulation 30,000. This paper only
started in October and it is a long way from being
established. It has been formed by the Nigerian
government as a government paper but so far it
has been pursuing a surprisingly independent and
journalistically good line. There have been no
panegyrics of Nigerian leaders, no hero-worship
of the kind one finds the Ghana pt;lperS are full of.
It seems to be an adult and sophisticated paper
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which allows government critics to air their views
-for example there have been many articles
recently by student critics of the government. It
also prints articles by people who criticise the
government, though it adds, in large letters "The
views of this article are not necessarily shared by
the Editors of this paper". It has a lot of foreign
news printed very brightly.
These four papers are the backbone of Nigeria's
reading matter, and they do give a very good
popular coverage. They lack more serious articles
however though the Express and the Daily Times
sometimes produce something of a more profound
nature. Technically the Express, Times and Post
are a long, long way ahead of the Pilot. The Pilot
is however a much more characteristically Afri
can newspaper. It was originally founded by Dr.
Nnamdi Azikiweas a voice of African Nation
alism. There is a fifth daily paper the Telegraph.
This has a tiny circulation-l,OOO copies. It is so
crudely printed it is sometimes almost unreadable.
It is violently militant attacking the British boy
scouts movement as a "spy organisation" and
claiming that Britain was responsible for attack
ing the American fleet at Pearl Harbour. Accord
ing to the Pilot the British disguised themselves
as Japanese!

SUNDAY PAPERS

The Sunday Times, Sunday Express and Sunday
Post are all just sensational versions of the daily
papers. They have the same political views but
are rather more interested in the sensational type
of Sunday story 'I married a murderer', 'Medicine
man bewitches village' type of story.
Service Weekly. Circulation 30,000. This is
,Nigeria's nearest approach to a serious magazine.
It is halfway between a news digest and a maga
zine. Its primary interest is politics and it is
entirely in favour of the opposition Action Group
and in favour of the Western region government
of Nigeria where the Action Group has a majo
rity. It attacks the government on the lines of
Chief Awolowo. It is a well argued paper.
Drum Magazine. Nigeria edition. Monthly. Circu
lation 110,000. Drum is a mass circulation pic
ture magazine. It goes for sensational stories
sex, crime, black magic, sport, religion but it
does have some very serious political commentary
between the sensationalism. Also some articles on
culture. Its political line is absolutely neutral
between the parties. Its editor is under very
strict instructions not to favour any Political party
and to give both opposition and government a
fair hearing.

The capital which founded Drum originally
was South African, but now the Ghana and
Nigeria editions are entirely separated from the
parent company. Printing is now done in England
by the photogravure process. All the editorial
staff including the Editor is Nigerian. There are
only two whites in West Africa for Drum-the
business manager and an accountant, they have
no say on editorial questions.
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coherent critic of the government. He claims that
Nigeria is not pursuing a neutral foreign policy but is
blatantly pro-British and pro-West. Here are his main
points:

1. On Independence Nigeria took over the inter
na~io~al rights and obligations drawn up by
BntaIn.

2. Nigeria signed the Anglo.lNigerian Defence Pact
which gave Britain flying rights over Nigeria and
u!1restricted entry for British forces into Nigeria.

3. SIr Abubakar Balewa often consults Premier
Harold Macmillan on foreign policy issues.

4. The Nigerian government has no ambassador in
Russia and put obstacles in the way of establish
ing a Russian embassy in Lagos.

5. Nigeria has joined the Monrovia bloc "which is
financed by the Western powers." (These are
Awolowo's actual words).

6. The government offers every inducement to
foreign investors of the Western bloc who come
"to exploit the country's natural resources in
whatever way they choose."

Awolowo's criticism comes in a still .more powerful
form from Dr. Tunji Otegbeye, leader of the Nigerian
Youth Congress. This is a pressure group rather than a
political party. Dr. Tunji Otegbeye emerged as leader
of the group. He is 32, bearded, dressed in national
costume, with sandals on his feet.

.<?tegbeye is typical of the young, educated, intelligent
cntlc ?f the government. His Nigerian Youth Congress
organIsed the demonstrations, which turned into a riot
after the death of Patrice Lumumba. Young people
broke i~to the Federal Assembly and assaulted mem
bers while others stoned European cars in the streets.

The story of the resistance to the
introduction of women's
passes in Zeerust

THE DOMIN·EE
AN,D THE
DOM-PAS

MARY ANN WALL

This is a summary of the Rev. Charles
Hooper's book Brief Authority which was
banned in 1960. As Anglican Rector of
Zeerust he saw the grim repression of the
Bafurutse by the police.

Send 35c plus 4c postage to:
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This violence was qUIte un-NIgerIan and Its sudden
explosion was indicative of the intense feeling of the
country's youth on African problems. Lumumba was
seen as a symbol of the new Africa, murdered by the
colonialists. Otegbeye took a leadin.g part in the demon
strations and he has recently been bound over to keep
the peace for 18 months by a Nigerian magistrate.

While he was in prison Dr. Otegbeye had a son. He
called him Lumumba. He took a leading role in the All
Nigeria People's Conference held at the end of August.
The conference was called by Sir Abubakar largely to
test the reaction of the intelligentsia to his foreign policy.

Characteristically Sir Abubakar did not try to pack
the meeting to secure a government majority. He
wanted youth and intelligent people everywhere to have
a chance to criticise. They criticised all right! Dr.
Otegbeye led the majority who wanted realignment with
the Casablanca powers. He felt that Nigeria should be
more militant and should back the immediate forma
tion of an Africa High Command of military forces.

Towards the end of the historic conference the
brilliant intellectual and personal adviser of Sir Abuba
kar, Dr. K. O. Mbadiwe had to make unorthodox
manoeuvres to get the conference to support the politi
cal union of Africa in principle only. He also got the
conference to support in principle the formation of an

REVIEWS

Autobiography
Unadorned

ALAN PATON

Let My People Go by A. J. Luthuli (Collins, London)

ONE OF MR. LUTHULI'S famous countrymen, the poet
Ray Campbell, wrote thus of his own determination
not to write obscurely.

I will go stark, and let my meanings show
Clear as a milk-white feather in a crow
Or a black stallion on a field of snow.

That is Luthuli-the black stallion. His standing on a
white field is an image not to be laboured. But the
othelr part of the image is perfect-the blackness, the
strength, the pride that makes him no man's plaything,
and a certain solitariness, partly imposed by the harsh
bans of authority, partly a quality of his own nature.

Mr. Luthuli understands deeply the dominant role
that white fear plays in South African politics, and the
way in which the Christian Afrikaner has become more
a believer in historical determinism than in Christian
redemption. He writes

the tendency to see oneself perpetually as a victim will
lead to the evasion of responsibility and the condoning
of evil.

That goes right to the heart of it. Many Africans
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AfrIca High Command. SInce that tIme sir Abubakat
has not shown that he is prepared to change his policy
in any way.

But the opposition at the conference had made its
mark. Prominent voices were Dr. Otegbeye, Mr. Dapo
Falashe, leader of the Ibadan University Students'
Union, and Femi Okunnu, N.Y.C. Secretary.

On the credit side Sir Abubakar can say that his
government played a leading role in getting South
Africa expelled from the Commonwealth. Nigeria also
broke off diplomatic relations with France over the
French hydrogen bomb tests. Still more constructive,
Nigeria has played a leading part in supporting the
United Nations in the Congo. It has backed the central
Congolese government throughout, though it has
favoured Kasavubu-Mobutu rather than Lumumba
faction. Nigerian troops have taken full part in the
Congo operation and the country has borne its share of
the expenses involved.

The most hopeful thing about Nigeria is that it is a
democracy which is susceptible to popular pressure. Its
leader Sir Abubakar is a genuine liberal. He is the kind
of man who weighs issues profoundly before making up
his mind, but this is precisely because he is liberal
minded, scrupulous and fair. Under his leadership
Nigeria is certain to progress in the right direction. •

today are no longer willing to believe that the evil
actions of authority are inspired by fearful motives.
Mr. Luthuli is still willing to believe it, and he states
that this belief has possibly protected him against hatred
and bitterness. But under no circumstances does he say
to white South Africa, "I know you are afraid, I know
you want to do justice, therefore we shall wait upon
your conversion." On the contrary, he expects no such
conversion, although he always notes and welcomes the
conversions of individual white South Africans and
speaks warmly of the white Congress of Democrats and
the nonracial Liberal Party, even though he thinks the
time for nonracial parties is after liberation, not before.
As for his own demands for his own people, he does
not modify them by one jot or tittle; his demand is full
participation in government, that cry of one man one
vote, which is both the pride and the terror of the West.

Mr. Luthuli describes a meeting with Mr. Harry
Oppenheimer who after declaring that he understood
the African point of view, took Mr. Luthuli and his
friends to task, because the extreme nature of their
demands (the vote) and their methods (the boycott)
made it difficult for him, Mr. Oppenheimer, to convince
others of the justice of such demands. Mr. Luthuli's
reply was characteristic; he said they were real
demands, and that

it was far better that white South Mrica should here
and now know their nature than be constantly taken
by surprise by being admitted to our thoughts instal
ment by inst~lment.

That says a great deal about the South African·
situation in which there is no provision for political
concession and adjustment. It also says a great deal
about Mr. Luthuli himself. What he is in fact saying to
white South Africa is this: "our democratic ideals are
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