
indicated at once that they had intellectually travelled
far from the mental atmosphere in which they were
nurtured in D.R.C. manses. I did not know him during
the important years he served in the Army Educational
Service, but have heard from many of the outstanding
contribution he made both to the soldiers who were
his special responsibility, and the \vider public he
addressed in several countries.

I knew him again in later years as a fellow executive
member of the Institute of Race Relations, and greatly
regretted that his duties with the G.D.P. made it
difficult for him to continue long as president of the
Institute: but devotion to less spectacular sphef.~s of
work has always marked one who could have been
outstanding in ~1any \valks of life, not least in Parlia
ment had he felt able to \\lork in the difficult atmos
phere of party politics in South Africa. His knowledge
of, and interest in, these varied fields of human activity
have made it possible for him to write the IllOSt
informative short story of South Africa.

\Vriting thus warmly of the author does not mean I
go all the way with some things he has written-indeed
it is the essence of respect that one can differ and feel
friendship deepened rather than otherwise. The question
of agreement or othenvise springs largely from the way
he is able to propound a question which indicates the
sort of answer he would personally give, but leaves the
reader free to form his own opinion. For example
chapter 7, entitled Politics, Policies, and Parties, is
brought so up to date; he even mentions Government
pressure for the development of Bantustans with these
words: "assuming that one or two Bantustans do
achieve independence, would that not merely put South
Africa back to the border \vars of the nineteenth
century?"

It is in this chapter that most of the latest revision
is introduced ,although the final conclusion chapter is
also clearly influenced by very recent events. One is
tempted to ask whether Leo thought enough b~fore he
wrote: "Perhaps the most hopeful sign of all is the
moderation that the most important non-white organi
sations have shown, often in the face of great provoca
tion; bodies such as the African National Congress
have insistently rejected would-be leaders who hoped
to climb to eminence by preaching racial war and
domination-a black nationalism that would grow by
feeding on ever more extr,eme and violent measures.
This moderation of African leadership argues a
political maturity that will be a priceless asset to South
Africa when affairs become more critical, as they
assuredly will." I hope we will all say Amen to this
statement, but there will be some \vho will wonder
""hether he does not miss the n1ain tragedy of the
situation today, namely that this very moderation is
repudiated by an ever-growing nUfnber of completely
frustrated young people.

THESE CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS apart, the chief value
of the book remains today, as it was 10 years ago, in
the profound, comprehensive picture of our complex
national canvas, and its acute analysIs of all that has
gone into its composition.

It is important, as well as interesting, to notice how
assessment of the present is influenced more by events
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which have happened in the past, than the vital need
to mould the present with a keen eye on the shape of
things to come. Leo Marquard has lived his life
through the first part of this century in the c.ontext
about which he now writes-his words come straight
from the crucible of experience. When one reads that
possibly 1910 was too early for the Union of the two
British Colonies and two Boer Republics, and that a
little more patience might have led to Federation, one
is inclined to think that wistful longing for the imme
diate future colours his judgement on the deeds of his
fathers. Marquard does not attempt to hide his convic
tion that there is still time for fundamental constitu
tional reform, by way of another National Convention,
in which all South African peoples will share. And so
again \ve are left with a ringing question which is not
easily silenced. •

The Great Red
Feet Plot
ALBIE SACHS

Africa's Reel Iiarvest by Pieter Lessing (MuseuIn Press)

AT LAST WE HAVE the full, stark story of the creeping
Red menace in Africa. Soviet engineers at Aswan,
African students in Moscow, Chinese diplomats in
eleven African states-here we see the whole frighten
ing yet fascinating picture, presented in easy-to-read
form by well-known journalist and writer, Pieter
Lessing. Lessing is well qualified to write this book.
Born in South Africa, we are told, of an old Afrikaans
family, he has travelled widely throughout the African
continent, meeting at first hand suc.h prominent African
leaders as Katanga's Moise Tshombe, whom he
describes in typically fertile language as "an oasis of
sanity in a desert of almost unrelieved barrenness."

No detail of the vast communist conspiracy has
escaped Lessing's keen eye. We learn, for example, of
the sinister training school in Moscow for Ghanaians
who aspire to be bankers. The Reds, we discover, are
not only aiming at capturing the minds of the African
masses, they are also clearly determined to get a firm
grip on their feet: in Bamako, capital of Mali, the
Czechs are building a leather processing factory which
will produce each year a million pairs of leather shoes
and 300,000 pairs of rubber shoes.

For the first time in a language other than Portu
guese we find revealed the full extent of Soviet
involvement in the cruel invasion by Angolans against
the P'ortuguese in Angola, both R.oberto and Andrade
being shown up for the Moscow-men that they are.

A feature of the book is the ease with which the
writer slips from one theme to the next, exposing the
Soviet bloc's efforts to red-ant Africa's trade unions,
women's, youth and students' organisations, and to
plant trained saboteurs as a fifth column throughout
the continent.
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THE ..TEXT IS SCHOLARLY but the author has w:sely
decided not to burden it with a single source reference.
["For reasons which are self-evident," he explains, they
cannot, to his regret, be disclosed.] The author also
does not fall into the trap of confusing communism ~n

i\f~ic.a. with African communism, more especially the
actIvitIes of the various communist parties in Africa.
The reader is accordingly spared any description
\vhatsoever of the size, activities or influence of the
comnlunist parties of such countries as South Africa.
Basutoland, Sudan, Egypt, Morocco, Algeria and
Tunisia. There is also no discussion of such topics as
the significance of the African heritage of tribal
communism, to which so many contemporary socialists
insist on referring.

In fact the author's thesis is a simple and telling one:
communism, largely through lack of will on the part
of the West, has made vast strides in Africa in the
past couple of years, and the West, far from facing up

boldly to the challenge, continues to be communism's
main ally. "A first essential remains that throughout
the free world there must be some re-thinking about
the blind, unreasoning condemnation of all things
colonial and of the white man in Africa." Whereas the
moderat~ Africans, the tribal leaders, the millions
\\'hose dearest wish is to be closely tied to the West and
the African who wrote such an intelligent letter to the
East African Standard, are all ignored by the press of
America and Britain (and in the United Nations) "only
the political agitators are given headlines."

The moral, if Mr. Lessing will excuse the summary
of his 200 pages, is: Don't be nasty to the white man,
otherwise you will open the floodgates of chaos and
communism.

The Free World stands truly indebted to Pieter
Lessing, for producing, in the words of the dustcover,
a frightening book. •

To The Editors
A New Civilisation
DEAR SIRS,-Although J. Arthur Mai
mane's complaints against the mission·
aries are fair he makes the unfortunate
mistake of using the standards of today
for judging the missionaries of yester
year.

Today missionaries are making deter
mined efforts to 'indigenise' the African
church and do away with the Western
flavour. Recently a mission at Sibasa in
the Northern Transvaal built a new
church using wherever possible African
architecture and colour schemes for
decoration. This church has not been
well received by the worshippers. In
Northern Zululand a project to build
African style churches with a circular
interior had to be shelved as there was
no support for the scheme from the'
African Christians.

Tt is unfortunate that the missionaries
did not make as far as possible a record
of what history the Africans had but I
think that an objective person must
admit that it was precious little. The
African traditions of hospitality and
informality as well as his genius for
music and handcraft should be preserved
and combined with the best of Western
,culture. Our object as Africans, black
and white, should be to create a new
civilisation taking the best of \Ve~tern

civilisation and infusing it with African
vitality.

The African social order which Mr.
Maimane praises is surely only suited to
a rural and small ~ommunity life. It\i
break·up was occasioned much more by
the universal problems of urbanisation
and industrialisation than by the influ
ence of the missionaries. The problem~

of urbanisation have been much eased
where the African has been a devoted
member of his Christian community and

here the missionary has done a real
service.

1 think that it was President Nasser
who said that the African has missed
the a~e of the wheel but he is not going
to mIss the atomic age. I believe that
that approach in thinking will be much
more progressive than to attempt to
manufacture a history for a civilisation
that never had a writing. It is only
comparable to the British trying to
glorify the ancient Britons in their woad
and attempting to show that that civili
sa tion was superior to the Roman one.
Rather let us be big enough to admit
that it was inferior but at the same time
being determined to use only the best of
Western civilisation but to do so critic
ally. GRAHAM MCINTOSH
Cape Town

Redistribution of Wealth
DEAR SIRS,-As I read Mr. Leather"s
letter in your November issue, I kept
expecting to ~ome across a reference to
the wicked miners who put the coal in
the baths they were given: He uses
nearly every other anti·sociaIist cliche
imaginable.

There are aspects of Mr. Evans' pro
posals which could well bear criticism,
and pruning, but they do at least show
an awareness of the problems which the
New Africa is facing, and which South
Africa will have to face when apartheid
is removed. What this means is that
li berals should do a lot more thinking
about economics and measures for
ma intaining economic prosperity in this
country, as well as distributing of wealth
more widely.

]f they do not. they will become the
anachronism that many people already
think they are-and that Mr. Leather
shows many in fact are now.

The redistribution of wealth in this
country is something that cannot just
be left to the idling of the "market":
hundreds of years of economic privilege
will have to be removed-and fast, if a

complete and violent revolution is to be
avoided in South Africa.

Certainly any measures involving state
control and planning of economic and
industrial development will involve the
curtailment of some of the freedom of
certain individuals-those who have en
joyed the accumulated privilege handed
to them by white supremacy. The prob
lem that those who really seek freedom
-and I hope that this includes Liberals
as well as Socialists-is to reconcile the
economic restrictions that will be neces
sary with the maximum possible amount
of individual freedom.

They will not do this by mere name
calling, but by serious thought. The New
African could do a service by stimulat
ing more of this.
Cape Town DAVID RUSSELL

Anti- or Non-Communist
DEAR SIRS,-Why are your leading articles
afraid to proclaim that they are anti
communist? You wouldn't have pub
lished one, as you did in November,
telling a story which discredits commu
nists, though, as you admitted, it could
not be verified, unless you were anti
communist.

If you are, why are you? If you are
in the same camp as Mr. Vorster in this
respect shouldn't you define where you
differ as anti-communists?

If, like me, you are just non
communist, why then the leading article?
The New African could do us a service
b~ analysing the various responses to
communism, including its own, in this
country. CAPTAIN
Umtata

[The leading article was intended 10
show that, by separating themselves
front the ntOvenlents demanding free
dom in South Africa and abroad,
through the decision to re-create the
S.A. Communist Party, communists
have made themselves vulnerable to
the type of unverifiable rumour we
quoted.
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