
herself." The sick~ infirm~·blind, widows, orphans and
the aged are all to be cared for by various types of
self-help (e.g. "by a community authority setting an
example for a clean and healthy life" and thus prevent
ing Hthese afflictions"~ or by teaching the aged to make
baskets and lllats, or by taking orphans into the service
of the authority, to care for fruit and vegetable nurseries
"established by using the labour of the school
children".) Schools~ social work~ clinics and hospitals
are also to grow out of and serve the community in
various ways. ("The school-child of today has no
knowledge of his duties, obligations and privileges in
a community. A subject like Community forming or
Social education is an essentiaL") Sheep and dairy
farming are to be reorganised under authority control,
taxes as well ("Many a person in a community has no
money to pay for taxes but they have the power of
selling their labour. Let the Authority then buy these
labour potentials in lieu of taxes.") The selling of
labour outside the Transkei may also fall under the
Authority ("We propagate the principle of the Autho
rity being the Recruiter of Labour for the gold and
coal mines~ sugar estates, farms, building trade etc.)
to be paid 10s. per head of labour recruited. "The
present Recruiting Officer's job is thus taken over by
the headman and his council. This will not only be a
very lucrative source of income for the Authority~ but
will also serve to stabilise the Authority of such an
Authority." (I must go back to point out that the aim
of these Transkei community projects is stated as
"improving the human condition", unlike "many other
underdeveloped nations (which) aim at steel mills and
accelerated industrialisation".)

Cattle culling, co-operatives~ markets~ preserving of
produce (e.g. canning)~ and "culture" complete the
stated projects for the Transkei's Authorities to embark
upon. (Libraries: "In most European houses there are
,always books lying around that have been read. If
children in European schools could be asked to bring
such books and it could then be sent to the Authority
who has applied a small library \vHI be established in
no time at all"; Adult organisation-excluding sports
--initially "must be directed by the Central Authority
otherwise there might be clash of interests.")

This then is Mr. van Rensburg's future Transkei, and
presumably Dr. Verwoerd's as well. Here under the
direction of their Headmen are the "Bantu" to deve
lop, if not on their own lines, on the lines laid down
by Dr. Verwoerd and taught to future leaders by Mr.
van Rensburg at Tsolo. Poverty, authoritarianism, mi
'grant labour~ forced labour, child labour-here is their
Transkei plan in reality.

The picture would be worse were one not convinced
that the young men concerned will not accept these
means. There is the certainty that no African accepts
the apartheid idea in the same spirit as Dr. Verwoerd's
men preach it. Any fear that the JongiIizwe School
might produce the cadre of those who do accept apart
heid is dispelled by the appallingly low standard of
this lecture. Its feebleness and, at times, childishness,
must surely communicate itself to the student looking
into it sincerely to find a meaning. At its lowest points
it must surely lose any power of the intended indoctri
natee. For me, the lowest intellectual point of all is
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Mr. van Rensburg on the evolution of the community,
which I quote as a cheerful ending:

'"At the daybreak of human -civilisation there was no
organised living together. Each person lived on his own,
hunting his own food, seeking shelter from the elements,
fighting for his own survival like an animal. But when man
took to himself a mate and children were born and he had
evolved to such an extent that he wanted to care for them
he started to make provision for them ..." •

National Canvas
ARTHUR BLAXALL

The Peoples and Policies of South Africa by Leo Mar
guard (Oxford University Press paperbacks)

FOR MANY YEARS now world travel has held one great
problem for those of us who love the country of our
birth, or adoption, as the case may be. Invariably
when introduced as a visitor from South Africa within
a few minutes someone will say: "So much has been
written about your country it is impossible to know
what to believe: can you recommend one really
reliable book?"

For me this problem was solved ten years ago when
the a.D.p. brought out the first edition of Leo
Marquard's book, The Peoples and Policies of South
Africa. Eight years later a revised edition appeared
which was so up to date that it even included carefully
documented reference to the tragedies of Langa and
Sharpeville.

Cheap as these books were for the material con
tained~ and the excellent production, they were still
too expensive for many to possess a copy, and yet that
is the only thing to do with a volume to which one
finds oneself referring again and again. Now the
publishers will place (we hope) many thousands of
readers in their debt because they have brought out an
excellent paper back edition for a mere eighty-five
cents. The printing~ binding and general appearance,
leave nothing to be desired~ such is the miracle of
modern production.

And what is more, it even catches up on the torrent
of events which~ through the last two years, have made
South Africa one of the most controversial countries
in our rapidly changing world. This very fact reveals
the genius of the author, for it is no easy task to relate
objectively political developments and kaleidoscopic
events, some of which have hardly had time to sink
into the understanding of the people most concerned
those of us who are proud to call ourselves South
Africans. For this reason this book is of equal impor
tance to local as to overseas readers.

BEFORE INDICATING SOMETHING of what is between the
glossy covers of this 284-page book may I be allowed
a few "vords about Leo Marquard whom I have been
privileged to know for over thirty years.

When I first met him he was a lecturer at Bloemfon
tein University College. That he, and his able wife,
came to the type of liberal meeting I was attending
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indicated at once that they had intellectually travelled
far from the mental atmosphere in which they were
nurtured in D.R.C. manses. I did not know him during
the important years he served in the Army Educational
Service, but have heard from many of the outstanding
contribution he made both to the soldiers who were
his special responsibility, and the \vider public he
addressed in several countries.

I knew him again in later years as a fellow executive
member of the Institute of Race Relations, and greatly
regretted that his duties with the G.D.P. made it
difficult for him to continue long as president of the
Institute: but devotion to less spectacular sphef.~s of
work has always marked one who could have been
outstanding in ~1any \valks of life, not least in Parlia
ment had he felt able to \\lork in the difficult atmos
phere of party politics in South Africa. His knowledge
of, and interest in, these varied fields of human activity
have made it possible for him to write the IllOSt
informative short story of South Africa.

\Vriting thus warmly of the author does not mean I
go all the way with some things he has written-indeed
it is the essence of respect that one can differ and feel
friendship deepened rather than otherwise. The question
of agreement or othenvise springs largely from the way
he is able to propound a question which indicates the
sort of answer he would personally give, but leaves the
reader free to form his own opinion. For example
chapter 7, entitled Politics, Policies, and Parties, is
brought so up to date; he even mentions Government
pressure for the development of Bantustans with these
words: "assuming that one or two Bantustans do
achieve independence, would that not merely put South
Africa back to the border \vars of the nineteenth
century?"

It is in this chapter that most of the latest revision
is introduced ,although the final conclusion chapter is
also clearly influenced by very recent events. One is
tempted to ask whether Leo thought enough b~fore he
wrote: "Perhaps the most hopeful sign of all is the
moderation that the most important non-white organi
sations have shown, often in the face of great provoca
tion; bodies such as the African National Congress
have insistently rejected would-be leaders who hoped
to climb to eminence by preaching racial war and
domination-a black nationalism that would grow by
feeding on ever more extr,eme and violent measures.
This moderation of African leadership argues a
political maturity that will be a priceless asset to South
Africa when affairs become more critical, as they
assuredly will." I hope we will all say Amen to this
statement, but there will be some \vho will wonder
""hether he does not miss the n1ain tragedy of the
situation today, namely that this very moderation is
repudiated by an ever-growing nUfnber of completely
frustrated young people.

THESE CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS apart, the chief value
of the book remains today, as it was 10 years ago, in
the profound, comprehensive picture of our complex
national canvas, and its acute analysIs of all that has
gone into its composition.

It is important, as well as interesting, to notice how
assessment of the present is influenced more by events
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which have happened in the past, than the vital need
to mould the present with a keen eye on the shape of
things to come. Leo Marquard has lived his life
through the first part of this century in the c.ontext
about which he now writes-his words come straight
from the crucible of experience. When one reads that
possibly 1910 was too early for the Union of the two
British Colonies and two Boer Republics, and that a
little more patience might have led to Federation, one
is inclined to think that wistful longing for the imme
diate future colours his judgement on the deeds of his
fathers. Marquard does not attempt to hide his convic
tion that there is still time for fundamental constitu
tional reform, by way of another National Convention,
in which all South African peoples will share. And so
again \ve are left with a ringing question which is not
easily silenced. •

The Great Red
Feet Plot
ALBIE SACHS

Africa's Reel Iiarvest by Pieter Lessing (MuseuIn Press)

AT LAST WE HAVE the full, stark story of the creeping
Red menace in Africa. Soviet engineers at Aswan,
African students in Moscow, Chinese diplomats in
eleven African states-here we see the whole frighten
ing yet fascinating picture, presented in easy-to-read
form by well-known journalist and writer, Pieter
Lessing. Lessing is well qualified to write this book.
Born in South Africa, we are told, of an old Afrikaans
family, he has travelled widely throughout the African
continent, meeting at first hand suc.h prominent African
leaders as Katanga's Moise Tshombe, whom he
describes in typically fertile language as "an oasis of
sanity in a desert of almost unrelieved barrenness."

No detail of the vast communist conspiracy has
escaped Lessing's keen eye. We learn, for example, of
the sinister training school in Moscow for Ghanaians
who aspire to be bankers. The Reds, we discover, are
not only aiming at capturing the minds of the African
masses, they are also clearly determined to get a firm
grip on their feet: in Bamako, capital of Mali, the
Czechs are building a leather processing factory which
will produce each year a million pairs of leather shoes
and 300,000 pairs of rubber shoes.

For the first time in a language other than Portu
guese we find revealed the full extent of Soviet
involvement in the cruel invasion by Angolans against
the P'ortuguese in Angola, both R.oberto and Andrade
being shown up for the Moscow-men that they are.

A feature of the book is the ease with which the
writer slips from one theme to the next, exposing the
Soviet bloc's efforts to red-ant Africa's trade unions,
women's, youth and students' organisations, and to
plant trained saboteurs as a fifth column throughout
the continent.
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