
3. That most Africans-including their chiefs-want
the immediate break-up of Federation and the
introduction of African or lnajority rule without
further delay;

4. That contrary to popular belief Indians here, are
more sympathetic to European than to African
nationalist aspirations. •

Its Nature, Means and Possibilities" is one such. In its
23 pages Mr. van Rensburg's hilarious Inisuse of
English is melTIorable on its own, though the reader is
irritated as often as amused by the incomprehensibility
of some passages. Thus, "2. What is the aint of a
community? As will be noted from the above, the
primary aim of a community as such. A community
does not do anything for the aged, the infirm, the sick,
the orphan, the low standard of living. The community
as a whole serves itself, by providing for its own."

ITS CHIEF SOURCE OF INTEREST, however, lies in the
picture of the future Transkei \vhich is implanted in
the minds of the Form IV (pre-matriculation) students
hearing the lecture, and which is in the mind of Mr.
Jansen van Rensburg himself. (It should be added that
Mr. van Rensburg is believed to be in a special position
of trust: he does not, rumour has it, have to bow to
irksome Departmental control.)

So perhaps he is at one with Dr. Verwoerd himself
in believing that "the members of the Bantu Commu
nity of the Transkei have exactly the same culture" and
"all fall under the same authority and acknowledge (it)
as binding." Therefore, in starting community projects,
the lecture says, it is "custom for the Bantu to be led
by their traditional authority and it is therefore them,
and them alone, who can and lnust take the lead in
community projects~" White society gets specialists to
undertake such projects and taxes itself heavily to pay
for them but the "Bantu member of a Community has
no money to give, he or she can only give himself or

Words

Words

Words

THE GLITTERING CENTREPIECE in the government's
Bantustan window display is the Jongilizwe School for
the Sons of Chiefs at Tsolo in the Transkei. Photo
graphed, eulogised and much visited, the School lends
a most satisfying argument to those who say "at least
the Nats are sincere". What better witness than these
pleasant buildings, the boiler suits and black berets of
the boys, the up-to-date educational methods, the
daring news that overseas periodicals are circulated
there (though I know only of The Reader's Digest being
available), above all the sensible idea of training in
the "Eton of the Transkei" the young chiefs-to-be for
their future duties.

The boys (seventy-two of them of whom only three
are chiefs' heirs) learn some interesting subjects
"D.iplomacy" for instance, and "Bantu Law", which is
the province of the Principal, Mr. H. Jansen van Rens
burg. The contents of the "Bantu Law", however, are
the base metal behind the glitter of Captain College
(as many of the boys call it, kaptein being the Afri
kaans word for chief). This can be seen from Mr. van
Rensburg's lecture notes which are duplicated for the
students. They have some strange titles, and there are
some strange questions in the test papers that accom
pany them. On the Lecture "The Republic's Attitude
to Emergent Africa" for instance, there are these
questions: "3. Describe the Cold War in Africa, with
particular reference to the Congo Republic, under the
following headings: (a) How the Communists fight the
Cold War; (b) The role played by Rajeshwar Dayal
and Antoine Gizenga: (c) The position of the United
Nations force OR 4. 'Countries are not real in Africa,
tribes are real.' Why do we make this statement?
Describe." (Why indeed? Perhaps only a psychiatrist's
casebook could tell.)

Most revealing of all are the contents of the lectures
themselves. "Community Development in the Transkei.

Notes on the written word.
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herself." The sick~ infirm~·blind, widows, orphans and
the aged are all to be cared for by various types of
self-help (e.g. "by a community authority setting an
example for a clean and healthy life" and thus prevent
ing Hthese afflictions"~ or by teaching the aged to make
baskets and lllats, or by taking orphans into the service
of the authority, to care for fruit and vegetable nurseries
"established by using the labour of the school
children".) Schools~ social work~ clinics and hospitals
are also to grow out of and serve the community in
various ways. ("The school-child of today has no
knowledge of his duties, obligations and privileges in
a community. A subject like Community forming or
Social education is an essentiaL") Sheep and dairy
farming are to be reorganised under authority control,
taxes as well ("Many a person in a community has no
money to pay for taxes but they have the power of
selling their labour. Let the Authority then buy these
labour potentials in lieu of taxes.") The selling of
labour outside the Transkei may also fall under the
Authority ("We propagate the principle of the Autho
rity being the Recruiter of Labour for the gold and
coal mines~ sugar estates, farms, building trade etc.)
to be paid 10s. per head of labour recruited. "The
present Recruiting Officer's job is thus taken over by
the headman and his council. This will not only be a
very lucrative source of income for the Authority~ but
will also serve to stabilise the Authority of such an
Authority." (I must go back to point out that the aim
of these Transkei community projects is stated as
"improving the human condition", unlike "many other
underdeveloped nations (which) aim at steel mills and
accelerated industrialisation".)

Cattle culling, co-operatives~ markets~ preserving of
produce (e.g. canning)~ and "culture" complete the
stated projects for the Transkei's Authorities to embark
upon. (Libraries: "In most European houses there are
,always books lying around that have been read. If
children in European schools could be asked to bring
such books and it could then be sent to the Authority
who has applied a small library \vHI be established in
no time at all"; Adult organisation-excluding sports
--initially "must be directed by the Central Authority
otherwise there might be clash of interests.")

This then is Mr. van Rensburg's future Transkei, and
presumably Dr. Verwoerd's as well. Here under the
direction of their Headmen are the "Bantu" to deve
lop, if not on their own lines, on the lines laid down
by Dr. Verwoerd and taught to future leaders by Mr.
van Rensburg at Tsolo. Poverty, authoritarianism, mi
'grant labour~ forced labour, child labour-here is their
Transkei plan in reality.

The picture would be worse were one not convinced
that the young men concerned will not accept these
means. There is the certainty that no African accepts
the apartheid idea in the same spirit as Dr. Verwoerd's
men preach it. Any fear that the JongiIizwe School
might produce the cadre of those who do accept apart
heid is dispelled by the appallingly low standard of
this lecture. Its feebleness and, at times, childishness,
must surely communicate itself to the student looking
into it sincerely to find a meaning. At its lowest points
it must surely lose any power of the intended indoctri
natee. For me, the lowest intellectual point of all is
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Mr. van Rensburg on the evolution of the community,
which I quote as a cheerful ending:

'"At the daybreak of human -civilisation there was no
organised living together. Each person lived on his own,
hunting his own food, seeking shelter from the elements,
fighting for his own survival like an animal. But when man
took to himself a mate and children were born and he had
evolved to such an extent that he wanted to care for them
he started to make provision for them ..." •

National Canvas
ARTHUR BLAXALL

The Peoples and Policies of South Africa by Leo Mar
guard (Oxford University Press paperbacks)

FOR MANY YEARS now world travel has held one great
problem for those of us who love the country of our
birth, or adoption, as the case may be. Invariably
when introduced as a visitor from South Africa within
a few minutes someone will say: "So much has been
written about your country it is impossible to know
what to believe: can you recommend one really
reliable book?"

For me this problem was solved ten years ago when
the a.D.p. brought out the first edition of Leo
Marquard's book, The Peoples and Policies of South
Africa. Eight years later a revised edition appeared
which was so up to date that it even included carefully
documented reference to the tragedies of Langa and
Sharpeville.

Cheap as these books were for the material con
tained~ and the excellent production, they were still
too expensive for many to possess a copy, and yet that
is the only thing to do with a volume to which one
finds oneself referring again and again. Now the
publishers will place (we hope) many thousands of
readers in their debt because they have brought out an
excellent paper back edition for a mere eighty-five
cents. The printing~ binding and general appearance,
leave nothing to be desired~ such is the miracle of
modern production.

And what is more, it even catches up on the torrent
of events which~ through the last two years, have made
South Africa one of the most controversial countries
in our rapidly changing world. This very fact reveals
the genius of the author, for it is no easy task to relate
objectively political developments and kaleidoscopic
events, some of which have hardly had time to sink
into the understanding of the people most concerned
those of us who are proud to call ourselves South
Africans. For this reason this book is of equal impor
tance to local as to overseas readers.

BEFORE INDICATING SOMETHING of what is between the
glossy covers of this 284-page book may I be allowed
a few "vords about Leo Marquard whom I have been
privileged to know for over thirty years.

When I first met him he was a lecturer at Bloemfon
tein University College. That he, and his able wife,
came to the type of liberal meeting I was attending
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