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THE ANTI-COLONIAL OR anti-imperialist revolution in
Africa is nearing cOlTIpletion. It lags behind in South
Africa. It will happen to-morrow in Kenya, while in
the Portuguese territories the writing is on the wall. This
revolution, in so far as it requires the transfer of power
from foreign governments to the leaders of the indige
nous peoples and the abolition of colour discrimination,
has been and remains a political and social necessity.
However, by itself it will not solve the economic and
social problelTIs of Africa unless it is followed fairly
quickly by two other revolutions, the agricultural and
the industrial.

Nigel Heseltine's book is an attempt to bring this
home to those who are interested in Africa. In the
excitement of the achievement of uhuru African leaders
and their supporters are prone to think all will be well
once independence is achieved. In fact some of the
real troubles will only then begin, and though industria
lization and soil conservation are perhaps less romantic
than political emancipation, they wiIi demand very
serious attention.

This book is essentially an ecological study of the
African continent omitting the countries bordering on
the Mediterranean and the Republic of South Africa.
Ecology is the science that deals with the environment.
Human ecology must take into consideration not only
man himself but the soil, plants, animals, mineral re
sources and topography of the place where he lives. One
of the first things that strikes an ecolog-ist looking at the
new independent African states is that they are neither
ethnic nor geographical entities but bits of Africa which
the colonial powers grabbed, exploited and have now
abandoned. Though much is made of Ghanaians,
Angolans, Kenyans and Tanganyikans, these words in
fact mean very little. The natural divisions of Africa
would be those based on the great river basins, the
Niger, the Congo and the Zambesi. As for Pan
Africanism, one hears little of attempts to amalgamate
the newlv independent states.

A subject of some interest is the role of the white man
in the new Africa. As administrator he will have to go,
for obvious psychological reasons. Scientific re~earch,

on the other hand, cannot be "Africanized" like an
administration. The scientist and the technical expert
will have to be retained for some considerable time, even
if they are white - unless of course African states are
prepared for the time being to abandon what is usually
called "progress", and this seems unlikely.

The author ends his book with some interesting
though inconclusive remarks concerning the new men
who are needed for the remaking of Africa. It is, of
course, the youth who will be called upon to provide the
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leadership and the enthusiaslTI for building the brave
new world in what was once called the "Dark Conti
nent'·'. Heseltine, who is a Christian, hopes they will
be inspired by Christianity. Other sources of inspiration,
which he acknowledges but considers inferior, may be
found in commUniSlTI and Islam. Christianity, he
admits, had an unfortunate beginning in Africa.

"Had the first European settlers mingled their blood with
that of the African they traded \vith and enslaved, we \vouId
have had again a new race born along the coastal fringe....
But the European practised separatism. He brought in a
religion of brotherhood, but he maintained himself as a
privileged person. He preached equality of all men before
God, and practised the most studied inequality. The clergy
or missionaries were of another race from their congrega
tions, and they were identified with the colonial society of
which they formed part. . . . By contrast, although Islam
was the religion of the rulers, an African who embraced
Islam could if he had the necessary abilities, become auto
matically one of the ruling class."
In spite of this, Nigel Heseltine thinks that African

Christian clergy will supply the moral training needed
by the new leadership. One wonders whether, in view
of the multiplicity of creeds, it would not be better for
African nationalism to develop its own politico-social
philosophy, independent of Marxism, Christianity and
Islam, or tolerating all three, if that is possible. •
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