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The theme of the Eighth National Conference 
for the U.S. National Commission for 
UNESCO was "Africa and the United States: 
Images and Realities" 

FOR THE South Africans who attended the conference 
one of its highlights was the enthusiastic response t~ 
the news that Albert Lutuli had received the Nobel 
Peace Prize. The announcement was made at one of the 
pleI?aFY sessions. When the Chairman reported the 
declSlon of the Conference committee to send the Chief 
a congratulatory cable, there was a burst of excited 
applause fro~ the hundreds of people present. And 
when the seSSIOn ended, clusters of the remainder of the 
2,000 .~elegates stood, around discussing the timely 
recognItIon of the man s dedicated service to the cause 
of reason and sanity in South Africa. 

There was much speculation as to whether the Chief 
would be pennitted to leave the country in order to 
receive hi~ ~w.ard. M.ost of the delegates I spoke to 
were pessnntstIc. This was not surprising. Dr. Ver
woerd's government has been singularly successful in 
persuading infonned American opinion that a South 
African passport is one of the weapons in the apartheid 
annoury employed to cut the African off from the out
side world. Among the delegates was Lewis P. Nkosi 
already jn his early twenties, regarded as a writer of 
considerable promise, who is studying at the Graduate 
Center~ Harvard University. The Conference was 
divided into four Sections, Education, Science, Culture 
and Commu~icatio~,. and ~ach Section. after holding one 
general meetmg. dlVlded mto Panels. Lewis P. Nkosi 
was one of the four members of the Panel on News
papers. Periodicals and News Agencies in Africa. in 
the Section on Communication. With him on the Panel, 
was .Carl ~. Rowan, Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Pubhc AffaIrS. Department of State. It was widely 
known at the Conference that Nkosi was refused a 
passport last year and issued, instead with an exit 
pennit the effect of which is to mak; his return to 
South Africa-where he was born-at any time in the 
future, a criminal offence. As was to be expected. 
delegates who heard him speak. felt a deep sense of 
shock at the thought that this promising young man 
was an enforced exile from his own country. Their 
comments underlined the protests voiced from time to 
time by Die Burger against action by the South African 
government which is calculated to damage South Afri-
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ca's reputation among the countries of the western 
world. If Nkosi had been granted a passport, his criti
cisms of apartheid would have been listened to. But the 
South African government has made it easier for him 
to expose their policies that it could ever have been. 
Now it is not so much what he says, as what the gov
ernment has done, which creates the picture of South 
Africa in the American mind~ The new Minister of 
Information may be interested to know that the com
ment heard more than once was: "Where else, outside 
Soviet Russia, does a government do this kind of thing 
to a young man who seeks to take up a · scholarship at 
a University?" 

The South Africans at the Conference presented a 
wide range of interest, background and experience. 
Among them were visitors to the United States; 
enforced exiles, voluntary exiles; men who had left 
South Africa to make their homes in other African 
countries, Europe or the United States; students. Uni
versity teachers, writers, newspapennen. Rene de 
Villiers, of the Natal Daily News, was a member of 
the Panel which discussed the image-the central theme 
of the Conference was "Africa and the United States, 
Images and Realities"-of the United States presented 
in the African press and radio. One of his fellow-panel
ists was the National ·Deputy Chainnan of the Demo
cratic Party, Louis Martin, a Negro. Absalom Vilikazi, 
an early academic exile. participated in a discussion of 
basic African values. He is now Professor of Anthro
pology and African Studies at Hartford. Ezekiel 
Mphahlele, fonnerly of "Drum" in Johannesburg, was 
among a group of distinguished African writers who 
attended. Until recently on the staff of the University 
of Ibadan in Nigeria, he is now in Paris as Director: 
of the African Program, Congress for Cultural Freedom. 
His autobiography "Down Second Avenue." well 
known in the United States, has been translated into a 
number of European languages. Among those who 
discussed African art was Selby Mvusi. I had seen him 
last at his home in Cato Manor. He is now an Art 
Teacher, at the Goromonzi High School, Southern 
Rhodesia. Selby Ngcobo, fonnerly of Fort Hare. now 
on the staff of the University College of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland, participated in two Panels, one on Economic 
Planning in the New Africa, the other on University 
Institutions in Africa. Other participants from Natal · 
were Leo Kuper, presently at the University of Cali
fornia, Arthur Lazarus, Principal of Sastri College and 
President of the Indian Teachers' Association of South 
Africa, and Violaine Junod, now at Boston University. 

These South Africans played their part in the 
lchievement of one of the important aims of the Con
ference-the presentation of a true picture of the Africa 
of today. There in Boston, they were all-White and 
non-White alike-Africans. This was seen to be reality; 
and what was said and written in Cape Town or 
Pretoria by Ministers and officials, in Parliament and . 
the Press, was seen to be fantasy. They were helping 
to fill in the answer to the question asked by the Ameri
can today: What are the achievements, the problems, 
the hopes, the fears. of the peoples of Africa? And they 
were doing so alongside men and women from the 
Rhodesias, Nige,ria, Sudan, Ghana, the Republic of 
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Madagascar. Tanganyika. the Congo. Mozambique. 
Sierra Leone. Kenya, Mali; discovering through the 
variety of differences-in race, language. culture and 
history-an inescapable commuity of interest and des
tiny, as part of the emerging Africa of today. 

I know oino proved means of determining whether a 
conference has achieved its purpose. But the overall aim 
of this conference was improved mutual understanding 
as between the United States and Africa, and if frank
ness on either side is a valid criterion. the conference 
went a long way towards achieving its purpose. ,It was 
characterised by plain speaking and blunt questions. 
There were many Africans who were as uninhibited in 
admitting their own shortcomings. as they were in 
drawing attention to American faults. On the opening 
day of the conference, Nathan Shamuyarira. a news
paper editor from Southern Rhodesia, discussing the 
dominant "images and realities" which influenced 
relations between the United States and Africa. said: 
"The first reality is in your own treatment of your 
Negro population. This population is now American in 
every sense of the word. But its colour and descent has 
an emotional appeal and is a direct link with the Afri
can peoples." Jaja Wachuku. Foreign Minister of Nige
ria, expressed the same thought more forcibly-I spoke 
to Africans who deprecated the tone of his remarks
when he spoke of the "blood-link" between Africa and 
the United States. and said that the inferior status of 
the Negro "must be eradicated immediately in order 
to win the whole support of Africa.'·' Professor St. 
Clair Drake, a Negro, defined racial Pan-Africanism 
(as distinguished from political Pan-Africanism) as the 
desire of Negroes, wherever they may be "to feel proud 
and unashamed, proud of their colour, their hair, their 
lips. The prejudice and propaganda of white men have 
destroyed this core of self-esteem or threatened it." 

From Alioune Diop, Director of Presence Africaine, 
the brilliant African, born in Guinea, whose home is 
France, came the statement: "The African has suffered 

The New African is not a hope, it is a fact. A little 
time ago the 'Tunisian weekly Jeune Afrique (at that 
time Afrique Action) started upon its second year. 
The editor recalled the smell of printing ink on the 
rollers of the rotary presses as it became volume one, 
number one. When we reach our first anniversarY 
let us hope that The New African is as interesting, 
provocative and constructive. 

We will immerse ourselves in the new Africa and 
the growing idea of the new South Africa. The 
obsession with . politics. which may well be noticed 
in our first issue. is a symptom of the fact that in 
South Africa we are squaring up with no more than 
an introductory thump of boxing gloves. But we must 
understand how to grow a non-racial South Africa 
in spite of the fists having become bloody. We must 
therefore have an automatic understanding of the inter
action of cultures in this time of industrial revolution. 
Thus Sara Lidman will have a chapter from her new 
novel in the second issue. There will be attempts to 
understand the new Africans through such mediums 
as painting, writing and building. 
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more from being kept from the table of human dignity. 
than from hunger and want." 

Several African delegates told me that they had found 
the conference, rewarding. Some spoke-they were 
English speaking-of the benefit they had derived from 
contact with Africans from the French territories. 
Others valued the opportunity of exchanging views 
with white men on concepts like "the African person
ality." Others again, were excited by the discovery of 
kinship, in many ways, with the American Negro. The 
Americans felt that they had learned much, and real
ised that they still had much to learn. The Chainnan 
of the conference, Professor Vernon McKay, speaking 
about American knowledge of Africa said "we have 
done much to broaden it. but we have a long way to 
go in deepening it." 

*. * * 
For a South African the conference was a sad 

experience. It served to emphasise that his country, as 
it is governed today. has abdicated its right to partici
pate in the exciting emergence of the new Africa. Its 
people-all of them-are, of course, unalterably part of 
Africa. They will take their place alongside the other 
nations of Africa. And they will do so-if the feeling 
of most American delegates is any indication-much 
sooner than the white man in South Africa realises. But 
it is sad to be reminded that the most developed coun
try in Africa, the country which might have taken the 
lead in the process of African emergence, is in the grip 
of rulers who seem to have withdrawn from the world 
of reality into a dream-world of their own. 

The conference made one thing quite clear. That the 
United States as the leading power in the western world 
is deeply committed to a policy of the closest co
operation with the new Africa. If the Republic of 
South Africa persists in resisting the tide of progress in 
the new Africa. she can expect only increased and new 
pressures from the United States. • 
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In the next issue ' 
ALAN PATON 

reviews Lutuli's autobiography. 

SARA LIDMAN 
-extracts from her new novel 
about Johannesburg . 

translated from the Swedish. 

EDWARD ROUX 
"Are Africans Backward?" 

And other articles. review, features. 
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