The Stolen Fruit
Promise
TR EVO R

BUSH

Does Communism, or even sympathy with the
Socialist bloc, exist in South Africa? If so,
how far-reaching is such influence likely to be?
the official policy: "South
Africa is the bastion of the West on the Continent. in
fact the only real friend that the West can count on".
,It is represented as the champion and saviour of white
Christian Democracy, feverishly preparing to resist the
, onslaught pf the godless black masses who~ both te the!
Northand within the country itself. are secretly indoctrinated by Moscow and Peking and prompted to erase
the, white man from the Continent and to substitute a
massive dictatorship of the proletariat. We are not
understood or appreciated by those whose true interests
,we are preparing to defend: The great Western powers
are woefully ignorant of what is going on and consequently . misled by the "liberalistic" press into active
support of black nationalism and misunderstanding of
South Mrica's true motives.
To give effect te this impressive foreign policy. this
universal exercise in altruism. Verwoerd demands
absolute and complete extirpation of all remaining
communistic elements at home. Anything which may
"further the causes of Communism" must be firmly
squeezed out, and it is the Government's sole prerogative to decide whether a person or movement falls into
this category or not. Underlying the execution of this
prerogative is the conviction that all left"tending attitudes must inevitably assist the growth of Communism
and its ultimate victory. So a Liberal is on the second
or third rung of the downward ladder. The important
fact is that he is on it and that his gaze is downward.
In similar condition is the lady of the Black Sash. the
,member of the Institute of Race Relations. most
members of the Anglican Church. all Roman Catholics
and all members of the Progressive Party. Some are
much ' further down than others: members of the
Congress of Democrats, the Indian and Coloured
,People's Congresses and the S.A. Congress of Trade
,Unions have descended te the limbo 01 the completely
Jost, perverted and depraved. It is all a matter of degree
of lostness. But One thing is certain from the start: All
opposition to Dr. Verwoerd, in view of the sacred cause
upon which hisgovemment has embarked and the
critical struggle upen which his knights have set out. is
treachery; flirtation with the scarlet lady of the Apocalypse, i.e. with InternationalCemmunism itself.
So much for the official attitude. But in a country
which claims to have a democratic system of Government, albeit a minority monopolistic one, the question
certainly arises: "What of the electorate? What does the
average white mall in South Mrica think about Communism in his own country?"
Ignorance, Government-inspired, is the primary
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answer to the question. The ,white South African is
unable to understand and therefore incapable of
recognising, let alone jUdging, Communism when he
sees it. No Communist literature is permitted to enter
the country, no Communist journals , or papers are
tolerated on the home front, and no Communist may
air his views in public or explain his standpoint.
South Africans do have indirect contact with the
"real thing", however, through the ' columns of newspapers which present a one-sided commentary on events
'emerging from the cold war. But there are no cultural
exchanges .with Communist countries as in Britain, no
trading contacts and no ecumenical relationship with
'the great Russian Orthodox Church. So the public
knowledge of Communists and Communism is generally
limited to such items as Soviet test-bomb series. the
space-flight of Yuri Gagarin, Mr. Khruschev's more
dramatic announcements, the memory of the Hungarian
rising, Tibet's disappearance ' behilld the Bam,boo
Curtain, the Amethyst incident and paper-back rapings
of German frauleins by Russian soldiers at the end 'of
the last world war. For background must be added
what was there all the time, almost a part of the local
folklore: Russia remembered as the poverty-stricken
godless jungle of 1919 and the early twenties, a vast
territory tyrannised over by blood-thirsty cossacks and
containing a ~asant population constantly fearful of
'the Siberian labour camps or the out-of-hand executions
of theO.G.P.U. firing squads. It is the country which
swallowed Napoleon's armies long ago and H.itler's
more recently, and which can therefore never be fully
understood but always ,feared.
Only a 'small number of in'tellectuals and abnormally
curious people succeed in crashing the news barrier in
search of wider and more dependable information.
Clandestine study of smuggled copies of World Marxist
Review, China Reconstructs, Labour Monthly and
other journals; the occasional. almost acCiderital.
opportunity to read a full Khruschev speech or books
such as Woddis's Africa, the Roots (d Revolt; an Odd
Marx, Lenin or Engels classic dug up in a University
library cellar, or the contact wi~h reality inevitably
consequent upon travel ,abfoad . .. these are the lot of
the privileged few who can weigh i,lp the two sides of
the question in the Western democratic manner and
?ast their vote for' or against what is ' at least a vii<tlly
Inlportant world philosophy.
,, ,
'"
No study of the subject would be complete. however,
if confined to the hot-house and unreal atmosphere of
the-whites-only electorate. South Africa isacotintry of
fifteen million people, not three million. It is therefore '
necessary and important to discover the attitude_of the
black man towards Verwoerd's Bolshevik bogey. ' ,
Since 1912 non-white South Mrica has struggled and
pleaded without violence for a reasonable share of the
good things of the homeland: for the basic freedoms,
for education, for enough land to support the farming
community, for employment at a decent wage and for
the right to enjoy security and peace when life's work

is liviitg:in ,' Manzini,
Swaziland, having left his post at Bishop's1/ostel,
Kimberley, after police raids in November 1961
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is done. But throughout the fifty years each request or
demand has evoked the opposite of what was desired,
the reduction rather than the increase of basic human
rights; until now even the organisations through which
past approaches were made have been outlawed and
driven underground. Despair is inevitable in such
circumstances, and despair in a proud and suffering
people devoted to its children can only prompt new
and stronger measures of resistance. "What do we do
next?"; "To which, source do we turn for help?" Not
spoken assistance. Words, as Macmillan has stated in
another context, cannot solve all problems. True,
United Nations resolutions condemning South Africa
have a limited effectiveness; so have boycotts and the
breaking off of diplomatic relations. But these things
are not enough. It is not only sympathy and condolences that are required. Malnutrition cannot be reduced
with fine speeches, however much they may move the
emotions and stir the compassion of the whole civilised
world. There must be action. There must be a future
for the children who are at this time being indoctrinated
into acceptance of the new slavery because the Boer
overlord never forgave tIle British for abolishing the old.
The answer cannot be given clearly at present. Free
Africa to the North is assimilating the fruits of independence and wrestling ' with gigantic problems of
economic adjustment. Little can be expected from that
source for too long a time. The United Nations Organisation has floundered in the Congo and shewn little
ability . to. rise above internal dissension to deal with
major p1;oblems. The United States and Britain are
sharepolders in South Africa's economy and apparently
more interested in a peaceful , atmosphere for their
bllsiness interests than in the intrinsic rights and wrongs
of the situation. With such doors shut, is it really
surprising that non-white South Africa should turn to
those who, according to all the available evidence, have
already proved themselves the champions of the anticolonial and anti-imperialist world movement? There
is no loriger anything important to lose by turning to
such a quarter, but on the contrary much to gain. The
discipline of Communism, the hard work and the
initial dislocation of traditional ways of life which a
socialist system must inaugurate are as nothing compared withthe brutality of Verwoerd's dehumanising
policies, the hopelessness which they engender, and the
~isery o~ body and spirit which they see}\: to perpetuate
fqr all tIme .. The very fact that 'his white compatriot
fears Communism suggests to the black South African
that Communists must therefore have kinship with him.
And the few individual Communists he has known in
his own country have more than confirmed this impression by their selfless dedication to the cause of the
underdog and his emancipation.
.
:'Time is short in South Africa. The Nationalists are
digging in and· fortifying their bastion with arms and
devicesJ?-rovided by Western countries. The African cry
of "Freedom in 1963" is not irresponsible or wishful
thi~king; it is a desperate and urgent necessity. The
chams must be broken before the forged links have time
to co?l off. Help must be found in this very short tim~
even if, to quote the late Patrice Lumumba, "it comes
from Hie devil himself".
.So Communism contains within itself, even in South
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Africa, the seeds of the possible future. Thanks to
Verwoerd's Nationalists themselves, and their evident
fear of free and open discussion and information, the
stolen fruit from behind the iron curtain promises to be
a more . welcome and life-giving diet than the bitter
grapes.of three hundred years of Western neglect and
starvatIon.
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A More Timid
Scapegoat
R. N. NOR DAU

Jewish South Mricans
after Verwoerd's letter
used the Liberian motion of
censure on South Africa at the United Nations as an
opportunity to revive Afrikaner Nationalist antisemitism, few people who remembered his earlier
activities can have been surprised. But quite a number
were shocked at what they thought was a combination
of politicil ineptitUde and thick-skinned bravado: after
all, it requires something bordering on courage to be
an anti-semite in the 1960's.
As several newspapers were quick to point out, Dr.
Verwoerd is an old-hand at Jew-baiting. During the
pre-war years he was an active advocate of immigration
quotas for Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany, and,
until it became clear that Hitler was going to be ·
defeated, his newspaper (Die Transvaler) poured forth
a stream of anti-semitic propaganda. All of this was
perfectly consistent with Nationalist Party policy, which
refused membership to Jews in the Transvaal, demanded
restriction of Jewish membership of the professions and
suggested a boycott of Jewish business. The cry was
taken up enthusiasticaIly by the Blankewerkersheskermingsbond, the Reddingsdaadsbond, the Greyshirts, the
Ossewa-brandwag, newspapers-which will be remembered for the UHoggenheimer" cartoons-and even by
leading members of the Dutch Reformed Church. (The
present scriba, of the Cape D.R.C. is on record as
baving called for a "second trek~f Jews and Jingoes"
in 1940.)
It would be only too easy to explain the whole
unpleasant incident which occurred recently in terms
of the case-histories of leading members of the Government, but to do so would be to ignore both the obsessive
pre-occupation with race which marks the Nationalists,
and the careful thought which Dr. Verwoerd must have
put into his decision to send a reply to Mr. East's letter.
Like most obsessions, the Nationalist feeling about
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is the pseudonym of a young
Jewish lecturer at a South African university

R. N. NOR D A U

5

