
Exploding Non-violence 
mE FIFTY-YEAR TREK towards political equality of 
black and white in South Africa was led by new ideals 
in the ANC's Passive Resistance campaign of 1952. 

They were interracial co-operation and non-violence. 
But new fears and the growth of the police state came 
out of it too. The disillusion they spread was too strong 
for the interracial ideal. By March. 196.0 it was inevi
table that a campaign like the one around Sharpeville 
should be racially exclusive, though it was still resolute
ly non-violent in intention. So, though to a lesser extent 
in both respects, was the 1961 "stay-at-home" 
campaign. 

Now. in its turn. non-violence has been dropped
the strength of its lost appeal being measurable by 
its twenty-one months a-dying since Sharpeville. 

Only in the future can we know whether the return 

S.R. FRANCHISE 

White Island, Black Ocean 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA has an African population of 
about 2,580.000, and a European population of about 
220,000. This is to say there are approximately twelve 
Africans to every European. 

The Southern Rhodesian Parliament has been 
exclusively white for the last 38 years-i.e. since the 
granting of a responsible government in 1923. There 
exists in Southern Rhodesia a highly restrictive qualified 
franchise which enfranchises the greatest number of 
Europeans, but disfranchises the greatest number of 
Africans, and this has been the African's sore-point. 

The African people have no confidence in this 
qualified franchise because it has been used for almost 
forty years to deny them their political rights. They 
regard the present franchise law as a piece of political 
humbug from start to finish. In order to reverse this 
type of franchise, the African people demand universal 
adult suffrage-"one man one vote." 

On the other hand, however, Europeans are scared 
by this demand. Their political power has been based 
on limiting the number of African voters to a point of 
political ineffectiveness. The argument that the Euro
pean does not want to give the African the·vote because 
the latter cannot exercise his vote responsibly is a 
conscious or unconscious effort on the part of the white 
man to maintain his privileged position obtaining 
nowhere else in the world. 

The present Southern Rhodesian franchise has given 
rise to a curio·us and dangerous situation-namely, the 
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to interracial action · in the two sabotage groups which 
began operations in December, 1961 is a hopeless 
comeback, doomed by the forces which killed the 
once universal non-violence. 

It may be that effective interracial action will now 
be confined to the sowing of destruction and death. 
If so, the continued success of White domination in 
its apartheid form will be to blame. 

It may also be that even such interracial co-opera
tion as survived Africanist exclusiveness will be re
jected by Black racial dogma. The co-operation did 
survive-Sharpeville would have had half its impact 
had a white photographer not been there, and liberals 
of all groups fed the Africanist-Ied strikers at Langa 
and Nyanga. If even this is rejected in time, the con
tinued success of White domination in its apartheid 
form. will, again, be to blame. 

• 

By Ndabaningi Sithole 

African people are governed without their consent. 
Their parliamentary leaders are chosen for and are 
thrust on them. The African people have no control 
over their European-chosen European leaders. They 
demand the vote so that they may elect and control 
their leaders. They want a government which derives its 
authority from the majority of the people, and not from 
a minority. 

On 26 July last year a referendum for Southern 
Rhodesia's new constitution was held, and the new 
constitution, which had been rejected on 23 July in a 
separate National Democratic Party referendum, was 
accepted. There were over 41,000 European voters who 
registered on 26 July their "Yes" to the new constitu
tion. But on 23 July there were over 476,000 Africans 
who recorded their "No" to the new constitution. 

The new constitution provides for A and B rolls. The 
former has higher qualifications than those required for 
B and the latter has lower qualifications than those 
prescribed for _ A. The A ~oll is predominantly Euro
pean whereas the latter is almost exclusively African. 
The Legislative Assembly is to comprise 65 members, 
15 of whom will be chosen mostly by the B Roll voters 
and the rest mainly by the A Roll voters. 

Europeans have hailed this new franchise arrange
ment as revolutionary in the politics of Southern 
Rhodesia. "For the first time in the history of Southern 
Rhodesia," they congratulated themselves, "we shall 
have at least 15 Africans in the Legislative Assembly." 
They urged the supporters of the National Democratic 
Party to take full advantage of these 15 seats. The 
National Democratic Party had to answer the important 
question: Shall the N.D.P. participate or not in the 
forthcoming General Election under the new constitu
tion? 
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In a Conference of about 500 deiegates from aii over 
Southern Rhodesia~urban and rural-there was a 
unanimous rejection of any form of participation by the 
N.D.P. under the new constitution. The reasons for this 
rejection are very enlightening, and I may as well give 
them here. 

One country delegate, amid loud applauses, declared, 
"We reject rule by minority, be it black or white, even 
if it were to last for 24 hours only. To go in for those 
15 seats is undoubtedly to endorse minority rule, and 
to repudiate majority rule." 

Another country speaker followed up, "There is no 
question of even considering 'trying to work from 
within.' Only dead men work within the Lion's stomach, 
but only serve the Lion's interests . . Hence, the N.D.P. 
cannot ever work from within, without being swallowed 
up for ever." 

An urban delegate pressed his point of view thus, 
"The franchise under the new constitution aims at 
creating in Southern Rhodesia an island of white rule 
in an ocean of black rule." 

Another urban speaker reminded the conference, "Sir 
Edgar Whiteheaq has assured the white electorate that 
under the new constitution Europeans will remain in 
power for a long time beca~se of the mechanism of 
the franchise." ' 

Various speakers drew the attention of the conference 
that the President of the Party had described the new 
constitution as white-man-to-white-man agreement, that 
the special Congress of last June had completely 
rejected the new Constitution, that the N.D.P. referen
dum of 23 July, had also overwhelmingly rejected the 
new constitution, and that it would therefore be 
inconsistent to participate under the Mrican-rejected 
constitution. 

Non-participation by the N.D.P. under the new 
constitution meant that the N.D.P. as a party would not 
sponsor any 'of its supporters as parliamentary candi
dates, that it would not sponsor any independent candi
dates with N.D.P. backing, that it would not encourage 
eligible Mricans to register as voters under the new 
franchise, and that all presently registered Mrican 
voters should return their "voting cards" to the returning 
officer. This is to be total non-participation in the 
forthcoming General , Election under the new constitu
tion. 

This decision has been criticised by liberal European 
elements as unfortunate. It affects the C.A.P., the 
N.A.P. and United National Front which could easily 
capture some of the 15 seats if the N.D.P. had not 
decided to discourage Mricans from voting and from 
registering as voters. If this boycott of the General 
Election succeeds, it means the next Southern Rhode
sian Parliament would be based on the consent of the 
white electorate only. 

Last October the U.F.P. held its Congress and came 
out with proposals to dismantle the colour bar, to end 
all racial discrimination, to throw open some hotels, 
restaurants, and cinemas to people of all races. The 
Congress also suggested big land reforms. Following 
these wide"sweeping changes, Sir Edgar Whitehead and 
his U.F.P. supporters have embarked on what they have 
called "Build-a-Nation" campaign. They have set aside 
£250,000 to sell their policy to what they have described 
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as "the moderate AfrIcanH in urban and rural areas. 
The u.P.P. programme aimed at removing the soil 

from underneath the feet of the N.P.D. They hoped to 
liquidate altogether the N.D.P. as a political force. 

On the other hand, the N.D.P. have been quick to 
point out that while these reform proposals · are good 
in themselves, they did not solve the basic problem of 
Southern Rhodesia. In :ijorthern Rhodesia, in Angola 
and Mozambique, for instance, the Mrican has most of 
the land (about 99% of it), but this has not solved the 
basic problem in these countries. Multi-racialism cannot 
solve the problem in S.R. The only solution to the 
present prbblemis the granting of the vote to the 
majority of the people. 

With regard to Sir Edgar's "Build-a-Nation" cam
paign, Mrican nationalists have severely questioned his 
sincerIty, and have gone to the extent of accusing him 
of trying to dupe the Mrican people. In substance, 
"Build-a-Nation" campaign is "Build-the-U.F.P." cam
paign. It is far from being national in its approach and 
ideology. It aims at catching the limited African vote. 
It is clearly a political campaign as the following facts 
reveal: 

1. At the UF.P. Congress of last October. neither 
the white UP.P. nor the black V.F.P. delegates said a 
word about the country's franchise. This is based 
solidly on racial discrimnaton and is heavily weighted 
against the African people, who are in an overwhelming 
majority. 

2. 1 he denial of the vote to the majority of thQ 
people is synonymous with the denial of the same 
people to national status. Hence the U.P.P.'s "Build-a
Nation" campaign is either a "Build-a-White-Nation" 
campaign, or, "Build-a-Nation-of-Hand-picked-Voters." 

3 .. In some of his recent political pronouncements, 
Sir Edgar Whitehead has frankly told the white people 
that "Straightforward white supremacy" must go. This 
is to say that the appearance of white supremacy must 
go. What remains? Of course, the reality of white 
supremacy. Hence the shrewd observation of Mrican 
nationalists that these window-dressing solutions will 
not solve the political realities facing this country. The 
country should be engaged in tackling realities rather 
than appearances. 

4. The UF.P. Government has not made any effort 
whatever to repeal the obnoxious Law and Order 
(Maintenance) Act, the Preventive Detention Act and 
the Public Order Act which aim at suppressing the 
African politically. If their intentions were sincere they 
would repeal these Acts, and thus demonstrate to the 
Mrican that their "Build-a-Nation" campaign was truly 
national and not political. 

5. There are many government-created elements 
which build walls between the major racial groups of 
this country, and hence militate against the whole 
theory and practice of nationhood. Unless these divisive 
elements are removed, the Mrican will continue to 
regard the "Build-a-Nation" campaign as a piece of 
political humbug from start to finish. 

Southern Rhodesia's basic problem is one of fran
chise. Unless that is solved tension will continue to 
grow. 
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