
Exploding Non-violence 
mE FIFTY-YEAR TREK towards political equality of 
black and white in South Africa was led by new ideals 
in the ANC's Passive Resistance campaign of 1952. 

They were interracial co-operation and non-violence. 
But new fears and the growth of the police state came 
out of it too. The disillusion they spread was too strong 
for the interracial ideal. By March. 196.0 it was inevi
table that a campaign like the one around Sharpeville 
should be racially exclusive, though it was still resolute
ly non-violent in intention. So, though to a lesser extent 
in both respects, was the 1961 "stay-at-home" 
campaign. 

Now. in its turn. non-violence has been dropped
the strength of its lost appeal being measurable by 
its twenty-one months a-dying since Sharpeville. 

Only in the future can we know whether the return 
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White Island, Black Ocean 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA has an African population of 
about 2,580.000, and a European population of about 
220,000. This is to say there are approximately twelve 
Africans to every European. 

The Southern Rhodesian Parliament has been 
exclusively white for the last 38 years-i.e. since the 
granting of a responsible government in 1923. There 
exists in Southern Rhodesia a highly restrictive qualified 
franchise which enfranchises the greatest number of 
Europeans, but disfranchises the greatest number of 
Africans, and this has been the African's sore-point. 

The African people have no confidence in this 
qualified franchise because it has been used for almost 
forty years to deny them their political rights. They 
regard the present franchise law as a piece of political 
humbug from start to finish. In order to reverse this 
type of franchise, the African people demand universal 
adult suffrage-"one man one vote." 

On the other hand, however, Europeans are scared 
by this demand. Their political power has been based 
on limiting the number of African voters to a point of 
political ineffectiveness. The argument that the Euro
pean does not want to give the African the·vote because 
the latter cannot exercise his vote responsibly is a 
conscious or unconscious effort on the part of the white 
man to maintain his privileged position obtaining 
nowhere else in the world. 

The present Southern Rhodesian franchise has given 
rise to a curio·us and dangerous situation-namely, the 
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to interracial action · in the two sabotage groups which 
began operations in December, 1961 is a hopeless 
comeback, doomed by the forces which killed the 
once universal non-violence. 

It may be that effective interracial action will now 
be confined to the sowing of destruction and death. 
If so, the continued success of White domination in 
its apartheid form will be to blame. 

It may also be that even such interracial co-opera
tion as survived Africanist exclusiveness will be re
jected by Black racial dogma. The co-operation did 
survive-Sharpeville would have had half its impact 
had a white photographer not been there, and liberals 
of all groups fed the Africanist-Ied strikers at Langa 
and Nyanga. If even this is rejected in time, the con
tinued success of White domination in its apartheid 
form. will, again, be to blame. 

• 

By Ndabaningi Sithole 

African people are governed without their consent. 
Their parliamentary leaders are chosen for and are 
thrust on them. The African people have no control 
over their European-chosen European leaders. They 
demand the vote so that they may elect and control 
their leaders. They want a government which derives its 
authority from the majority of the people, and not from 
a minority. 

On 26 July last year a referendum for Southern 
Rhodesia's new constitution was held, and the new 
constitution, which had been rejected on 23 July in a 
separate National Democratic Party referendum, was 
accepted. There were over 41,000 European voters who 
registered on 26 July their "Yes" to the new constitu
tion. But on 23 July there were over 476,000 Africans 
who recorded their "No" to the new constitution. 

The new constitution provides for A and B rolls. The 
former has higher qualifications than those required for 
B and the latter has lower qualifications than those 
prescribed for _ A. The A ~oll is predominantly Euro
pean whereas the latter is almost exclusively African. 
The Legislative Assembly is to comprise 65 members, 
15 of whom will be chosen mostly by the B Roll voters 
and the rest mainly by the A Roll voters. 

Europeans have hailed this new franchise arrange
ment as revolutionary in the politics of Southern 
Rhodesia. "For the first time in the history of Southern 
Rhodesia," they congratulated themselves, "we shall 
have at least 15 Africans in the Legislative Assembly." 
They urged the supporters of the National Democratic 
Party to take full advantage of these 15 seats. The 
National Democratic Party had to answer the important 
question: Shall the N.D.P. participate or not in the 
forthcoming General Election under the new constitu
tion? 
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