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BLACK THEOLOGY
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AENE
ared ol theedogmal theekong b the Blagk

Aan i the world. Te s s gatnels snspueed b the Fact
that in the past, st s Fele, theobogeam Lave boca inarsitng
vo, anvd mdghootful of cortain evperomoes of modkind i aur
ll.rl.' togethed son this planet. These experiences are 1o il the
e M, the dovwnanslden, amd, the Bk Vi ol
h.“..||| il thesa Twan wdty grir s, therglure, 1he & "I" pieige ol
‘the I:“.l-nl- "-I.'m Il: segba G podegia thed Seod on thias "adibra waed
o Blacks ss sn wdenmfiable group. ™V Used » utsade the Ueired
Qt.ﬂfj of Vmarwa the toom -|.|.-l|1i'-|1'ur! all the tl'.-.ll-qn.ll
||ﬂ“1:||n¢|. nf |'|':4. Blask lan Froom withen hes Ernune Soelfp rd
Liben, nut apiog asd ooges g (the Whitoman) but based sen bus
wan confontstwon woh Ged an b wnague and particular
situating through the ages. I tecogrnses that all Thenbgy
it mBecred and gnen birth to from wathin & scial and
cubtural capenence and i, therclore, apobgencal, Ty clarma
the right of the sl and cultural setting of the Black Man
and his wnpurnnes, done snd wathin the gonceal Lamily of
mankind, 33 an equalls keginunate basas as any Tor o Arctmsn
absmat l:",.uguﬂ1 Alan and Enl;.l.tt!. It v sumimed up i a charae-
teristic quip which did the rounds in the first A XC.C.
Assemnbly in hampals in 1963 —"The last word in Theology
docs not have 1o come - from Edinburgh, Marlborough,
Thaord, Cambridge, Harvard or Yake'® It mayv as hr“ £ e
from Kampala, Yaunde or Atlanta,

It did not begin in The U.S.A.

Ay ewn point of view is that Black Theology, s 1 hane
tried 1o define it above, did not begin in the United Siaies.
Indeed sur American brothers with T.V. cameras all around,
iy media and communication gadgets abour, and the ncws-
worthines of their clecincally charged situation, have stolen
pur thunder and helped to make Black Theology, even a3 all
the cause of the Black Man, famous. I will therclore let them
speak firm:

According 1o Preston Williams, Asst. Profesor of Social
Ethics 3t Boston University, and co-author of the “Atlamia
Document on Theobogy”.

“*Theology can be defined as reflection on faith of 2

community. 33 an aftempt to order systematically that

s faith and the expericnce of it 1o the end that the com-
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The descummant whah Proston Williams was b aling ue
eepretimg, il makes the declarsnon that,

Black Thoubagy w3 thovlgy of Diberavmn 1 ~oeks o
lumb the hlack conadanon om o the bighn of Goad™s revelarum
in Joesas Uhease, s that the Black comnpuniiy can =oe that
the goapel |:|:-l|1|:|-|.|1=l.i-u._lu' with the achicsoment of
Ilack humanimy . Black Theolagy 55 a3 |T'.4.-|I!1..t1. af “Blacks
pes’. It ahe afirmanon of black humanus that eman-
aipates black people from white racnm thus prooding
authentie Trocdum for both white and black |mrph.
It affrms the 11|.uhn|.|l1_| ol whiie }hrnpl-r i it et sdug
no to the cacriachment of white Dppressah "

Then follow some very choge affirmanwens

"“The rracssage of Jiberation 13 the reselaion of God s
revcaled in the incarnation of Jeius Chrse. Freedam i
ihe Gompel, Jesus w the Libersior! “He hath ser me
preach delinerance to the captives” (Luke 40 151 The
demand that Christ the Liberator imposes on 3l men
requires all Blacks to affirm their full dignits 33 persons
and all whites to surrender their presumplions of superud-
its and abuse of pover.?

This was Atlanta, Georgia, June 196%. To mans 1t sounded
wmething very new. But the same sentment had bwen
evpressed, albeit in bess polemic terma, by the delegares of
the A AC.C. Youth Assembly in Nairobi, Decomber 192:
They declared : '

‘In the freedom which Jesus Christ has ginen us, we

affirm ourselves 1o be African Christians. To e Chriss
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tian in this time and place. means to be fully cngaged in
the whale of African Fifel Following Jesus Cheist, our
first Lok ia to identity ourschaa with all maen “(this
reafly meant ofl African men, olucated, wnoducsted,
tradituenal cie) 10 rock te serve tham, and to hee tham.
'll '- lhhqﬁ anm by |I.i|'li|t'rp.ll;r-n. n ||rr Il'ul we shall Y=
'rrril.'ntl': -t"l'ﬂin-l.l.l“’: the erves in whisch Ex e [ ""'l"ml."
We nuay make miciskes, but snor cofidonge 5 0 the
Heody Spinit.’

Rut this was meat quite chear vl 2 Fanthaight ojocteen of
otdnbe intuifuronee was sollun inio i :

We are tonvimud that anvane, or any sigani-atinn ur
_any msianany beads wishing to holp us with our praoliboma
punst he willing st 1o submit thonclies 1o the oquie-
merls of e atindtea. Al the v@oees of wur sistith and
sodent man cinwntd have 1o e fested l“.‘ and E-u:r..-d 1,
thase our coenyrtind and (Al gneeme, Y

"1 think Pfoswven Williams speaks for ws G0 whan he sums
up what Black Theology is all aboun thus:
"Black Tlh'ﬁh"l'_l soncrns that God™s, vrd Sur CYLEN ANam
w freesdom and hibcratwon, A this meonent o hatory,
liberagion of the black man s Goad’s myghiy awr, and all
black men muwst paricipaie in b, The 13k of the whne |
man is simph 10 k1 myv puople ga'. The prepel
Frecdom. Jesam 11.thr Liberstor. do black Chrstian sees
ihe papel 23 3 mesage of enslavement or Joius 53
comrmandiag him 1o suirender his Bladk hamani”
© Aguin
“The meaning of black theobogy s quure clear: the black
churchman must stand with his black communuy. I
= there i tension between the community and faich, he
st make the 1cnsinn crextive,.

Thus
“Ther do not condemnn the Christian fairh, What they
condemn is the recisl interpretanions and insitutiohs
 thet charscverise much of Chrstisnity.'
Futh-mmmd-emimhiﬁmhly WHE 0 Mery
" strong on the combinsion dfrican Cheiilian,
| Black Theology in Alrica
The difference berween Amenican Black Theology en-
!mﬂﬁé.’nﬁhﬂhlhﬂlh:\mﬁmhlhﬁ:
AR i the dust and hest of political warfare, hence
: ir miltancy and impaticnce; whercas we aan chim to
tiﬁhuuw-ﬂpﬁﬂiﬂlpﬂim freedom and
comparsble calm. W fecl the encroachment of the West or
f Whise men more in the cultural, theoretical-philosophical or
#declogical ares of life than'in the politico-social. Therefore,
- the Africans appear to come ot it more relaxed and with les
@ i this simtement from Abidjan:
*By African t we mean & theology which is based
dn the Bibhcal fath snd speaks 1o the African “soul”
- f{or s relevant to Africa). It is expressed in categories of
= thought which arise out of the philosophy (werld viwr)
of the African people..To spaak of Alrican theolsgy -
favahoes formulsting clearly li Christian amtitode 10

;

_Prbrusry, 1951
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sdher religions. Tt must be poinicd out that the «mphasis
it hasically on Chrisfian theology, which could be ex-
provecd through African thinking and cubture, Tn changing
Africa many penple aie ungaged in tning 1o rediccuner
of £aplure the "saul’ ul Africa. "The Church bas a duty 10
<tudy the best method of helping 10 create the “new’
seean anad CEATHTInARY wf Africa, Mence the rn.hlﬂn ol
wathing set am Alrigan thesdemgical enprossien is wrgent,'®

Ohwivansly Veican Thoology, like Rlack Thedogy of the
L % i b un the aruna of human aad ©altaesl L ngenler,
it aof the Tristraton of teving to moke Ckiictran tinths
U-I'-P!l?“tﬂ'lhlﬂ; thesg tiiatha thamiselica wlakod in '1r|'|.1‘|.'|
woonka pis aiad @ tetally o Fuiramt warld siew. The LY LI
I have sasial proaspeandy i Chost diesacd in forcipa <o nlJlm‘;
chahed'. The FLLINIETL | wl Btk Apsevican sred Weicam Thog-
Lugivs 13 1 nif the !'r-n.r'gn \.l.l-:-hllinl chathes aid thas capoee
the authentee nabad -*.'III:MM. e Mrowtoen W1 oaars [ruts e =
“The task of Mlagk -I1ﬁ4F1'FE 1% B oiane U hrstianas im o oorder
to bring to hght us roal toath and strength,” Tharfine | do
(TR AT 1< 4 that Hlak Thn-lr-l} it foer the Black “an andv,
Proston Wallams and <ome of his ;-.Ily-;.-:nu-q alflam want 10
indiate. I 5t bs God's teuth o sheds hight pn, ot oo finiersal
vruth, applicable to ol mah, white, Brown, a5, of voorse,
black Tes uneguencss’livs in the fact thar s has hoyn o fined
in the fire of espongnce of the blagk man . and | /o on Brel?

Spnaking for Alrica: what we ginfot b oo W, -r:-:
theulugy is its ingvitable Jdepeadence on Wooca o lture,
Analisation or whateser sou want to call i, Tes (5oL Borman
throught-Torms and modes ol evpression are the il Aling
clthes’ that we need i tear open in erder 10 et 1 4 heist,
The white man could pot have done athervee agevmman
undcrstands truth and espresses it according g Fus ot dinn,
Thas “'El-ttrl'ﬁlil'l.. irend hr‘:m 1Iu1d3 itk [hkle .-I_.H_-.
Stoicism, agnosticism and other current phalies jhu sl nedes
uf thought slready found their wax into the Ribla al wrbngs.
The scrctions increased a3 Western civalisgtu.n v onied, 2o
that by the rime Christianity came to Africa st was a tghily.
packed and seshed packer. If thealogy is reflection, o Alrican
thoudogy we try o break the seal of Westera tleonghi -foarms
and culture so that we can come face to face with ¢ brist, and
in Him sce oursclves, and others, “Selfhood” v the wond uaed
in Africs s the goal of this search, 1 was siruck b the fact
that Preston Williams uses “Self-determinanion” 2 tom we
uied when we were struggling for political lreedi.m. “Thus in
sanding firm for our frecdom (which Chiost has gen us,
the Nairobi Assembly would add) we shall be paricopants in
the rask of reconciling the world wnio God™!

Objections and Criticiam

(a) Blwck Theology has been criticised a5 Fong 100
militant and polemical. First, | would answur thar mast
ercative theological thinking over the ages has buun June in
an stmosphere of controversy and polemicy, e the carly
Church, The Reformers, ete. Secondby, if hadigy 1 apolo-
potics then ot i by nature polemical. Black Theokgy has 1o
hecome cipetially so becuuse of the mass v “ihasdopical
thought it has 1o make its points scross, and the < oor cul-
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tural prejudice against the black man and his thinking capa-

citics thruagh the agss.

(b} The other cratscmm - why st ot consciously o
thenlogime 1.6, Banld @ thoulogy ? Answor, bocause the prossure
of frustration it wo great om us. W are smethored to desth by
Western  theslogies which 1o il gre human Giboicitions,
changing fashions dailv, snd smwgimes, we think vying with
each wther in secking so much ta gut Goad 1o sipe that seane
have now acrualh [ o wf Iliin (I vwan the Gl sm dead
|‘l'll"'.,'|- We have to be serious, s canmt stand still Sa, of
wi find we canmol use the tals of Wistoin thalegn, s LY
T‘Eﬂ‘-ﬂ'-mﬂ} ta soek athers |"‘LI|F1||1-|. this way red waly we
l.l'l-l'l-\.'l'll.". Tt abe s hasle aamld of Faoh cold b st i

{{] I"‘I_'I- o s of 1"1‘ Aivw ivcan versom of Wlack
Thavdogy, and we exprossed it 1o our brothers who, sat with
ut in the thoobgical dicusson audy group of A AU s
seconed Lssembls ot Abedpan o Seprombaer, i that ot Bailds
too much on the sufferings of the paat’ through which the
black man has gone: They want ta utihire the roligious
resurced whh, refined and punfcd by the sufenings of
goncratisns of Blacks, ovist im the black communis foday”.
True. There 13 a begitomute ane to grind  But, the wifferimgs

- of the black are mot “all” and ‘wnls’ hia ‘evpetenee’ Eien oin

the United Staves, as the whole world recognives in music,
diama and sport ete,, the other spde of Black Amercan evs

. Fl'il'l'if-! off Grosd 14 patne The {'t anra) o and crls beraneen olf

faith that comes thiough in their g from “Sachme’ 1o
We shall o rrocme, 1he humaur and grncral unattachedness to
the tramstorness of life which can anly T 1hruu||'|. &
LI'!II‘I-II".. out of pracocal loimg, that our real cinirenship
densed ws, and violerthy contested by us here "5 in hoaven”
whatever we wnderstand by tha,

(d) Another posnt we made quite chear to our Amerscan
brothers was something bike: “We have heard enough from
you about Bleck Tl'-ml-uh for—sake, po abesd now and
t'iﬂlqu-t blsck!..

'l'-r---l'm aftcrepE W Irm.nrhﬂn.‘.n.ﬂ The Cod of
Aly Fuhers smd My God® pronted n bt Contenary Tomse of
S, Owileak, Oiorber, 1970,
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within the churches to rducate, inform, interpret 10
and invelve the clergy and laity of the church in action
programmes to chiminate racmm and racial discrimin-
ation within church and socicty.

(b) make the climination of racsm and racial discrimin-
ation 3 primary cducational 1k of the church, This
will involve (1) making a thorough review of existing
parish education matcrials and programmes 10 elimin-
#E overt OF Covern racist content, and (2) a new creative
effori.to develop parish education material and pro-
grammes designed 10 contribute toward the chimin-

ation of recism snd recial discrimination anad 1o b velop
the comscicntizstion of chaldren, yauth and adults,

(5) . The Contral Commince urges the WU O seaff and,

cravimiitees and rember churches 16 l“'l'“ an smmgsliate
stumly anal analy s wll their snnals omen in the supgurt snd
P T e wlf recism an the Feillasnn g AREIE
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chustrial snd Fagncisl 4 aterma unirws (3
it mied et

proveded ba thowe siofermn an the perprustion of
. tacrm §fd raoual dicominsion sn the Jomeatie and
1A the f'rrl'll:l'l- [‘-!:H:Jﬁ- of their countiies aml €owndanste
thcar ﬁlrIJ'Ir.EI Illl‘:nllh the e granzme  ta i ||I\‘“

E.H.'l-l.l'l'l .

I:hj \!I."If'-HF |ndl|l.|d:u.“:| i anarhy ...I|H|:1'
churches, strategies and actwom progranores deagned
to fodirect ihese wustems 1o contribute to the elimine
atwon of rscoem and sacial discronecarem, and 1o
promote racoal justece, and

(c) develop in cooperation with the Progranone to Conlbag
Racismn and between themselies junt o gy and
support in their efforts 1o climinate racism and raceal
duscrimination in church and socet

o i LRt U iTm

To thes end the Central Commurtes v eloomes the 1y ¥t 28 by

of South Afncan churches for consultation wn AR SETJICEY
diind Betion.

How to Teach Religion / jomp >,

church representatives, but without effect. Are the Churches
now going to ignore the plight of their membership (pupils
and veachers), or will some attention be pad to the dichotomy
bring forced upon so many of them !

5. Realistic thinking about RS, Whatever s to be done
in schools in the name of religious instruction (ue, preferably,
relipious education) must be relevant 10 the nocds of the
pupils, and realistic in ity aima snd methods o l.hlllq
awarcness of the resources and possibilites.

South African Oullook
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