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TPHE year 1958 has seen three events which are landmarks on the political road 
chosen for South Africa by its rulers. These grim events have a logical 

connection. They are, each in its own way, the culmination of a process and point 
to further sinister developments. They are evidence of a malignant growth m the 
body politic of South Africa. There was first the biggest and longest Treason Trial 
in the annals of the country. This macabre drama opened up in the small hours of 
the 5th December, 1956, when 156 people, Whi te and Black, were arrested m a 
Union-wide police swoop. Unsuspecting men and women were dragged out of their 
beds, mothers were torn from their infants, and in some cases both parents, leaving 
the bewildered children without protection or provision for their care. Special 
aeroplanes transported whole batches to the Johannesburg jail. On December 19th 
the preparatory examination opened in the Johannesburg Drill Hall, surrounded by 
no less than 500 police armed with revolvers and sten guns. For nine weary months 
the accused had to sit in court through the hearing, which consisted of 3,000,000 
words of evidence and cross-examination. The police handed m about 12,000 
documents consisting of pamphlets, books, tracts, speeches, banners and flags, and 
even Russian cooking recipes. Ninety-five people, later reduced to ninety-one, were 
eventually committed for trial on the charge of high treason. This trial opened, 
ironically enough, in the old synagogue m Paul Kruger Street, Pretoria, on 1st 
August, 1958. Thanks to the world-wide response to the ""Treason Trial Fund" 
Committee, the accused had the services of some of the leading lawyers and 
advocates in the country. 

The leading counsel for the Defence, objecting to the indictment, stated: "It 
will be impossible to fight the case on the basis expected by the Crown." Attacking 
the indictment as 'Vague and embarrassing to the defence," he pointed out that the 
charges, with their alternatives, would give a total of 498,015 charges. "The expense 
would be so high," he said, "that none of the accused, with the help of any number 
of funds, would be able to afford it." Under fire from the defence counsel, the 
Crown case collapsed and all the charges against the accused were withdrawn. But 
the Government would not release them. They were kept under arrest and the 
same bail as before was allowed. Now, two years after the first arrests, the Crown 
is still busy working out fresh charges to prefer against them. The accused are to 
be re-indicted and made to appear in relay, some under one set of charges and others 
under another. W h a t is clear in all this is that, whatever the outcome of the trial, 
the accused will have suffered irreparable loss. 

W h a t is further significant about the Treason Trial is the manner in which it 
is being conducted. It makes it impossible for an individual on his own to afford 
the cost of proving himself innocent. Yet another curious feature is that, while it 
is in progress, the Government has found it necessary to pass three laws with a 
bearing on it. The trial followed on the passing of the Suppression of Communism 
Act, which can render anyone who makes ordinary democratic claims guilty of 
advocating or advancing the interests of statutory Communism. The aim is clear, 
to silence every voice of protest, and even criticism, against the policies of the 
Government. 

The new elements that emerge in the Treason Trial indicate the direction in 
which things are moving: the inexorable encroachment on the liberties of the 
individual and the steady whittling away of every human right. Some of the Whi te 
electorate who have hitherto looked on with indifference while fascistic rule was 
being applied to the Blacks, are beginning to realise that oppression is indivisible and 
that in its essence fascism is colour-blind. The machinery of State has become a 
juggernaut trampling on the civil rights of the population. The State is m process 
of becoming everything, while the individual exists for its convenience. In other 
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words, the population is being moulded into a nation of robots goose-stepping to the 

commands of one at the head, who, one day, by the will of God, will be able 

solemnly to proclaim: "L'Etat, cest moil I am the State." 

T h e second significant landmark of the year was the mass arrest of more than 
200 African men and women of Sekukuniland on allegations of murder, arson and 
incitement to violence. The numbers in this mass arrest were even larger than those 
at Zeerust in the previous year. As. we all know, behind this loom the Bantu 
Authorities Act and the Bantu Education Act, and all they have meant in the 
disruption of the lives of the people. Ever since Dr. Verwoerd, in 1954, addressed 
the people in Sekukuniland, urging them to accept the Bantu Authorities and Bantu 
Education, the Native Affairs Department has. been applying pressure on the people. 
In Zeerust, not far distant from Sekukuniland, a reign of terror was instituted. 
People were forced to evacuate their homes; they streamed across the borders of 
the Union seeking shelter as refugees in the neighbouring territory. The events 
immediately leading to the arrests in Sekukuniland were the culmination of a long 
series of acts of intimidation. There had been the banishment of the leaders, the 
deposition of the chiefs who had rejected Bantu Authorities, and the appointment 
of quisling chiefs. There had been the closing down of a primary school and the 
forbidding of the pupils to attend any other school. The once peaceful villages of 
Sekukuniland echoed with alarums and excursions, as if a war were in progress. It 
had become a common sight to see processions of police cars and pick-up vans 
carrying policemen armed with revolvers and sten-guns, invading the villages. 
Batches of men were dragged off to jail; there were more banishments and deporta
tions. But all this did not succeed in cowing the people. Then in February, 1958, 
a government proclamation was gazetted, enabling the Minister of Native Affairs 
to "seal off11 any area by prohibiting the entry or exit of any African without a 
written permit from the Native Commissioner. The maximum fine for violating 
this edict was £300 or three years imprisonment, or both. A week later, this edict 
was applied to Sekukuniland. It was virtually a declaration of martial law. No one 
was allowed to open his mouth in protest against the laws, under pain of heavy 
penalties. People were turned into spies by law. Anyone over the age of 18 who 
failed to report those who entered the area without permission was liable to a fine of 
£100 or six months imprisonment, or both. Is it surprising that after all this 
provocation the people were moved to desperate acts? All who oppose the 
government decrees must be whipped into submission. The whole machinery of 
state is employed for the imposition of the racial policies of the herrenvolk. The 
pretence of government by consent is a thing of the past. Indeed, things have come 
to such a pass that the government refuses to acknowledge the wishes of the people 
expressed through their accredited organisations or their democratically-elected 
leaders. The gap between the people and the rulers has become a yawning abyss, 
across which there is no intelligible communication. To-day there is no common 
language between us and the herrenvolk. On every side we see the juggernaut of 
state machinery ruthlessly trampling on every human right. 

The third event of great political significance was the appointment of Dr. 
Verwoerd as Prime Minister of South Africa. A t first glance he seemed an 
unlikely choice. For one thing, he was not born in this country and could not claim 
a long Afrikaans pedigree. For another, he was not a member of Parliament but was 
nominated into the Senate and thereafter made a Cabinet Minister. Against him 
there were Parliamentary veterans and other senior cabinet ministers, all in line for 
the premiership, and to all appearances they had a prior claim. A t Strydom's death 
the United Party and a large section of the Nationalists were shocked at the rumour 
that Dr. Verwoerd intended to contest the election for the premiership, and when 
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he offered himself as candidate they were thoroughly alarmed and did everything 
to prevent his election. They failed, as they had to. In the present headlong 
political tempo in South Africa with the most fanatical racialists, the Broederbond, 
in c3ntrol, Dr. Verwoerd was the most logical choice. In the Whites-only general 
election, the country had just returned Strydom with his party, giving him a mandate 
to go full steam ahead with the apartheid policy. The Broederbond had moved into 
position. Having captured the party machinery it was but a step to dominating the 
parliamentary caucus by packing the Senate with the '"Breeders11. It would have 
been naive to expect that they would not use this machinery to place at the head 
of the governing party (ipso facto premier) the man who is regarded as the head, 
father and supreme chief of the Broederbond. 

All the signs are that Dr. Verwoerd is not going to disappoint his flock 
Immediately after his election he made a public pronouncement to the effect that 
l»e would devote all his energies to bringing about the Republic in South Africa. 
The Republic, the Boerenasie Republic, the Republic of all the faithful who keep 
burning in their hearts the memory (image) of Kruger—this is the dream of the 
herrenvolk racists. The Broederbond and the clergy of the Dutch Reformed Church 
see in this the fulfilment of the Covenant of the Old Testament, the sacred promise 
of "a land flowing with milk and honey11. Its motto will be Kruger's motto: u N o 
equality between Black and Whi t e in State or Church.11 In such a Republic political 
rights will be reserved for Whi tes only, while the Non-Whites shall minister to the 
needs of the Chosen Race. The race-baiters are driving the country relentlessly 
towards this Republican goal. 

All the laws that Parliament makes are bulldozing the inherent human rights 
and all those values that are cherished in any civilised country. They are reshuffling 
the populations, preparing them to occupy a multiplicity of separate kraals. The 
Non-Europeans have not only been stripped of political rights, but are being robbed 
of every means of an independent livelihood. The Group Areas Act does not simply 
separate groups; it is an instrument for robbing and impoverishing people. In every 
urban area throughout the Union it is the Non-Europeans who are being displaced 
and thrown out of the towns. The Indians are being deliberately impoverished. 
The wealthier ones are being forcibly removed from their homes and their estab
lished business concerns and sent into the wild veld. From there they will be forced 
by starvation to offer their services as menials to the Whi te master. The Coloured 
people likewise are being uprooted and driven into locations, cynically called town
ships. Job-reservation is squeezing them more than ever out of opportunities to 
earn a decent livelihood. The whole Non-European population is placed under 
special Departments of State, the N .A.D. and the C.A.D., and is ringed round with 
such restrictions and regulations that they can be shunted this way and that 
according to the labour requirements. 

The Africans, who have already been reduced to a state of destitution and 
herded into overcrowded reserves, are being robbed of any right to own land 
anywhere. Their title deeds to property are being nullified by regulations. It is 
logical that, with the introduction of Bantu Authorities, title deeds should fall away. 
For chieftainship and private ownership of land are incompatible. Indeed, whoever 
accepts Bantu Authorities is in effect giving away all his rights, political rights, 
civic rights and property rights. 

The devilish cleverness of the Verwoerdian scheme lies in this: that the people 
do not readily grasp the full implications of accepting the Bantu Authorities. They 
reject it, it is true, because it is reactionary and looks towards the past. But has 
anyone formulated the fact that to accept Bantu Authorities, i.e. retribalisation, is 
voluntarily to turn one's back on all those democratic rights associated with a 
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capitalist society? It is to renounce those very democratic rights for which we are 
struggling. How can anyone demand a parliamentary system—how can he demand 
the franchise, the right to elect and be elected to Parliament, if he owes allegiance 
to a chief? How can he demand the right to own a farm, or even a plot of land, 
if he is part of a tribe? How can a man be a worker and claim the rights and 
privileges of a worker, if he is a tribalist? How can a man claim modern schools, and 
education that equips him to take his place in a modern society, if he remains sunk 
in the darkness of superstition and wallowing in the mire of tribalism? Can anyone 
demand the right to develop industries, commerce and other business concerns, and 
at the same time remain a member of a tribe, carrying out all the mumbo-jumbo of 
tribal ritual, and bowing and scraping before an ignorant, backward chief, who is 
himself in this case an abject servant of the Supreme Chief, Dr. Verwoerd? W h e n 
we look upon Bantu Authorities and the whole process of retribalization in this 
light, the enormous fraudulence involved in the clap-trap of the creation ajftd 
development of a special Bantu Community becomes transparently clear. 

It is the same fraud that is being perpetrated against the Coloured people when 
the apostles of Apartheid dangle before them golden promises of self-fulfilment, once 
they have shut themselves inside their own segregated kraals as Coloured Com
munities. A curious phenomenon is at present taking place. The leaders of the 
Nationalist Party are becoming vociferous champions of the rights of the Coloured. 
They are eager to confer any number of rights upon them. They promise them a 
Utopia where they will have their own businesses, their own schools, their own 
traffic cops and even their own mayors. But—but—but—first they must give up 
everything they have, to the last remaining vestige of right. They must clear out of 
the towns, towns that have been built up over centuries by their labour. They must 
leave behind them homes they have occupied all their lives. Flourishing suburbs, 
that only yesterday were wild bushes, were tamed by the Non-Europeans, who built 
their modest homes and turned them into decent residential areas. They must give 
up all their civic rights in the cities, the municipal franchise, etc. How reminiscent 
all this is of "Nongqause", the great National suicide. Nongqause demanded that 
the people destroy their cattle to the last beast before their kraals should be filled 
to bursting with the sleek, fat cattle that had appeared to her in a dream. Do the 
herrenvolk racists really believe that the Coloured people are ready to embrace a 
second "Nongqause"? Every Coloured man knows that within a given State there 
can be only one kind of citizen. Wi th in a single economic unit there can be only 
one kind, or form, of political system and social institutions. The idea of separate 
development along his own lines is a snare and a delusion. It is the very negation 
of democracy. 

It must be clear to everyone by now that the herrenvolk have set themselves 
the task of completing the pattern of a police-state in preparation for the formal 
declaration of a Boerenasie Republic. All opposition must be wiped out and 
democratic formalities rendered unnecessary. The rule of law is being replaced by 
the rule by an individual in the name of law. The individual at the head of the 
State must be as a god who makes his own laws, that must be accepted by the 
population without question. The State itself must be above criticism. Of course 
the modest assumption of being the vehicle of the Divine Will deceives no-one. 

The theoreticians of the party in power are becoming more blatant in their 
demands. The Transvaal Secretary of S.A.B.R.A. (the South African Bureau of 
Racial Affairs) recently adopted the familiar scare-mongering tactics as a preliminary 
to his clamour for more fascistic laws. "There is a definite possibility of a revolution 
in South Africa," he declared. "I t would be based, not on grievous injustices, but 
on the personal aims of the educated and better-off Bantu." (Cape Times, 9/12/58.) 
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He then made a plea for the amendment of the existing laws on libel, incitement, and 
on propaganda. "I t should be made a much more grave offence," he said, ". . . to 
defame the Government or any population group, or to bring the laws into con
tempt. Criticism of Government, laws and groups should have to be voiced in 
moderate language and the good faith of Government and people accepted." 
No-one should be allowed to use the word "oppression11. The placing of those in 
power above criticism and beyond the control of the governed has long been an 
accepted practice, as far as the Non-Europeans are concerned. But the Broederbond 
are impatient to extend this practice to cover the Whi t e population as well, and 
wipe out every form of opposition whatsoever. The S.A.B.R.A. spokesman 
suggested that "organisations which break the law must be dissolved and their 
resurrection in any form forbidden.11 The Africans have long been familiar with the 
banning of meetings and of their organisations, without any charge being preferred 
against them. Men and women, without any trial, have been banished from their 
homes and separated from their families, who are left without any means of support. 
Officials of State have the power of life and death over the African people. 

The events that have been enumerated above: The Treason Trial, the persecu-
tion of the people of Zeerust and Sekukuniland, the mass murder trials—these, as 
well as such events as the banishment of the spokesmen of Tembuland and of the 
people of Peddie, of Zululand, and many other warriors who have already fallen 
victims in the battle—all these are a foretaste of things to come. The events, on the 
international arena, where the colonial peoples are throwing off the yoke of 
oppression, have created a sense of urgency on the part of the herrenvolk. They 
know that the Non-Europeans in this country cannot go on indefinitely accepting 
their lot. But instead of following the example of the old imperialist countries, like 
Britain, which knew so well the art of lifting the valve to release unbearable 
pressure, the local herrenvolk clamp down with an iron hoof ever more relentlessly, 
oblivious of the dynamic operation of the historical process. They act like men 
driven by an obsession, as if haunted by a spectre. For every conceivable situation 
they pass a law to reduce men to automatons, pushed this way and that, shuttled 
back and forth, gagged, controlled and silenced. Here we might pause to say that 
you may find dissentients to the extreme party line. There may be a Professor 
Pistorious here and there. But the Broederbond has reached the point of no return. 
They must hold on their course. They cannot help themselves. They are in a sense 
the unconscious tools of history. By their very imperviousness, their uncompromis
ing arrogance, they arouse latent forces that slowly but steadily come into opposition 
to them. The Nationalist Party has reached its zenith; internal rifts will now begin 
to show themselves. Indeed, there are going to be many different groupings and a 
re-alignment of forces within the herrenvolk camp. But these are internal skirmishes 
amongst themselves. W e must never allow ourselves to be drawn into them. Our 
battles are distinct from those of the herrenvolk. As against us they are one and all 
united. 

Yes, there never was such an intensification of oppression as faces us to-day. 

For the Africans, the whole country is being turned into one huge prison camp. 

Policemen-chiefs are placed over them as jail-keepers and boss-boys who have now 

been permitted by their masters to use the sjambok on the people. Apartheid, with 

its large army of officials, is an expensive business. And it is the same people against 

whom it is directed who must pay for it. Thus the herrenvolk in their last parlia

mentary session increased the poll-tax by 7 5 % and in addition imposed a new tax 

on the Africans. The fiendishness of the taxation of a destitute population demon-
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strates in a striking manner the defencelessness of a people without political rights. 
It is the very lack of political rights that lays them wide open to this further 
exploitation. The sheer immorality, the callousness of this act brings home to us 
the correctness of the old slogan: No taxation without representation. W e in this 
conference shall be called upon to discuss ways and means of meeting these and 
other matters that face the oppressed Non-Europeans to-day. 

The people are looking for a lead. The oppressed of South Africa have their 
eyes fixed on this Conference. The peasants want to know what we are doing, and 
what they must do about the Bantu Authorities, the Rehabilitation Schemes and 
allied questions. The workers want to know how to fight their battles as workers 
and how to link up these with the battles of the oppressed as a whole. The 
intellectuals, together with the other sections of the people, want to know what 
they must do about this taxation. The whole country wants to know how to co-
ordinate its activities into a single unified effort. W e have to give a reply to the 
urgent questions that are on the lips of the oppressed to-day. 

Mr. President, when dealing with the national situation, it is customary to 
exclude the state of our own organisation. This aspect of it is generally regarded 
as the prerogative of the President. W e are not going to depart from this practice. 
But to-day we feel it necessary to make one or two observations. It is common 
knowledge that there have arisen some difficulties within the movement itself. 
Certain people who are enemies of our movement make a point of confusing the 
youth with the express purpose of causing disruption. The task of such enemies is 
made easier by the fact that our youth—we must frankly admit—is backward and 
ignorant in matters of theory. They are untrained and unskilled in the detection of 
sophistry and are easily taken in by high-sounding words and a show of erudition. 
This the enemy makes use of. It is often startling to discover that when you begin 
to discuss so elementary a matter as the nature of our struggle, our young people 
reveal the most confused ideas. They don't even understand clearly the implications 
of the lOPoint Programme. That is why they are so easily misled. The only way 
to cure this is to knuckle down to the training of our youth. 

There is, however, a slightly different matter I wish to comment upon, and this 
concerns the spies and stooges that may be in our midst. The All-African Conven
tion is an instrument for fighting herrenvolkism and oppression on the basis of the 
lOpoin t programme and its policy of Non-Collaboration. Up to now, anyone whose 
organisation professes to accept its programme and policy was welcome within its 
fold. Quislings and other enemies naturally stayed away from us. Now that our 
ideas have spread far and wide amongst the oppressed and are findm^ ready 
acceptance among them, the position has altered. Our enemies will no longer openly 
throw stones at us from a distance. They will use more subtle methods. They will 
pretend to be friends, come closer to us the better to stab us in the back. Govern
ment spies will join our organisations, try to get themselves elected into official 
positions so that they will be in points of vantage for doing their dirty work.! W e 
shall have to scrutinise every one we elect to any position whatsoever. 

There will also be those who are our enemies, but not directly employed by the 
Government as spies. They work in the interests of the herrenvolk in general. They 
are the tools of herrenvolk agents, agents who are themselves not here, who,v£or 
tactical reasons, will not come here in person. Such stooges, whose main function is 
to disrupt the organisation from within, will always betray themselves by revealing 
certain features. Whenever conference seriously tackles its work of planning an 
onslaught on oppression, the stooges will distinguish themselves by their lack of 
significant contribution. They are usually conspicuous by their silence, or else they 
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attempt to divert the discussion into trivial channels. Whenever Conference deals 
with matters that are beyond the borders of the Union, matters that do not involve 
a direct attack on the local herrenvolk, these individuals wax eloquent in denouncing 
the distant enemy, real or imaginary. They make an art of wasting the time of 
Conference. They are full of complaints, but trumpery complaints directed against 
the devoted builders of our organisations and the fearless fighters in the movement. 
They are remarkably sensitive in their self-interests, over fancied slights to their 
amour-propre, over some imaginary injustice to themselves or their friends. But to 
the enormous outrage suffered daily by the people at the hands of the herrenvolk, 
they show a cold insensibility, nay, an inhuman callousness. Their complaints are 
never on behalf of the people. They are always championing the cause of the mis
understood, the sickly self-centred intellectuals—if such they may be called—whose 
vision begins and ends with themselves. Of course they are not all knaves; some 
may be genuinely deceived through political ignorance and lack of experience. But 
it must be said that those who are honestly misguided are more dangerous than the 
clever knaves, precisely because they are honest. 

Conference must understand that as the movement gathers momentum, as our 
organisations grow, with the people swelling their ranks, the government and our 
enemies will employ an increasing number of agents to act as disrupters. It is part of 
their job to sow confusion and prevent Conference from coming to grips with the 
problems of the people. W e have to be careful not to allow our conferences to 
become the platform for such agents. No liberatory movement has ever been able 
to get rid of enemies and spies altogether from its midst. It would be Utopian to 
expect that it could, especially as we know that the strength of the system rests 
largely in its insidious power over the mind and its power to corrupt and poison the 
very individuals we want to see liberated. But if we cannot prevent the presence of 
such people, we can at least try to minimise their disruptive influence. This, then, 
calls for a new attitude of mind. A special responsibility falls on us to protect the 
movement against the new dangers. It is no longer enough simply to declare belief 
m and acceptance of the 10-Point Programme and the principle of Non-
Collaboration. To-day we must demand something more from our members. People 
must earn the right to participate in the deliberations of our conferences. Once a 
man or woman has been in the movement for some time, we should be able to ask 
of them what have they done concretely to benefit the movement? In the last six 
or twelve months, for instance, what organisations have they brought within the 
All-African Convention? W h a t individuals have they brought into their organisa
tions? And m general what have they done to propagate the ideas of the movement 
and take its programme to the masses? Anyone who cannot give us concrete proof 
of his bona fides should not be in a position to use our platform to put forward his 
pet theories or to trammel the discussions of Conference and prevent it from getting 
down to the vital tasks that face us. 

In the dark days that he ahead of us it will be necessary to close our ranks and 
keep a vigilant eye on our enemies from every quarter. It is no time for the 
expression of facile hopes. Each new day brings new evidence of the tribulations of 
our people. More than ever before, the times demand from each and every one 
of us the utmost resolution, clarity of thought and tenacity of purpose in our 
struggle for liberation. 
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