
MAY 29th, 1943. 

CHAIRMAN'S SPEECH * 
On behalf of the Anti-C.A.D, movement, I extend a warm 

welcome to all delegates gathered here to-day; and especially to 
those delegates who, at great expense and trouble, have come 
here frpm as far ane!4 as > Kimberley and other places in the 
Platteland. From the list of delegates and the districts they 
represent, this National Conference is in every sense of the word 
a representative one. 

* There is one thing I should like to emphasise again. Remem
ber that throughout your deliberations the eyes of *a million 
people are turned towards you. Never forget It. They have put 
their faith and confidence in you. They are looking towards you 
lor a lead that will lift them out of the present state of suffering 
and oppression, on to the road to freedom. 

What does this mean? It means that each of you Is a 
representative of an organisation or a group. You are individu
ally and collectively responsible, not only to your own organisa
tion, but to our Coloured people AS A WHOLE. This is what I 
would like to impress upon you again and again, especially when 
you have to make a grave decision. I want you to remember 
particularly that the vast majority of our people—the most 
downtrodden and pauperised—remain unorganised, and there
fore inarticulate. These are the people you must bear In mind 
at this Conference. ; 

Let our different opinions not be a hindrance in this fight 
against the C.A.C. Let your loyalty be to your people first, and 
then to your organisation. It must be a question of; A HIGHER 
LOYALTY—LOYALTY TO THE PEOPLE. 

Surely it is no use blaming Mr Lawrence and those who 
plotted behind closed doors to take away our rights. For the 
last fifteen years we could see this coming. We knew that imme
diately after the African it would be our turn. Yet we did 
nothing to assist the African In his hour of need. We lived and 
fed on illusions and promises, and, like ostriches, burled our heads 
in the sand, in the vain hope that the storm would not touch us. 
We remained content with our poverty, with the tot-system, 
with our inferiority status, with Ignorance, disease, squalor and 
humiliation. Crawling and whining, we always hoped that some 
day, somebody, not ourselves, but somebody from outside, would 
pull us out and give us our rightful place in society. 

This has been an illusion, and we must see that through this 
Conference we get rid of all such illusions. It is time to stop 
whining and whimpering and begging for crumbs from the white 
man's table. We have left it always to the Edgar Brookses and 
the Bishop Lavises! They who are so vocal in asking for charity 
for our Christmas Clubs or our Sunshine Homes and posing as 
our "frends/' stab us In the back with a Coloured Council. 

I t is time to get up and think. Why has the Government the 
audacity to attack us and rob us of our rights when the war 1B 

2 



still on? Let us stop deluding ourselves with Atlantic Charters, 
Leagues of Nations or General Smuts' honeyed articles for the 
American public In "Life" magazine. Let us stop deluding our
selves with the thought that, because our boys up North are 
fighting Hitler and Mussolini, we shall have a new order with 
SOCIAL SECURITY FOR ALL. 

Remember that the attack started in 1938 with the Conradie 
Ordinance for residential segregation. The war and the uncer
tainty of its outcome, the need for recruiting non-European sol
diers, Hitler's victories, Japanese victories—all these called for a 
postponement of the accepted Hertzog plan of total SEGREGA
TION FOR ALL NON-EUROPEANS, economically, territorially 
and politically. 

They think that, now that the African has been removed, 
they can deal with us. They think that they can repeat the 
same swindle as in 1935 with the African—by bribing the African 
leadership with seats on a Council, promising land and what is 
called development on their own lines. Only this time the 
dangling of the Fact-finding Commission Report replaces the 
dangling of the promises of land. In all respects the swindle is 
an exact copy of the first edition of 1935-36. All the hypocritical 
trimmings are the same. The "friends," the Edgar Brookses and 
the Lavlses, are here to assure us of the honesty of the Govern
ment. Even^phe bluff of "developing on our own lines" is not 
missing. v~ 

They think that the agitation will die down and all will be 
quiet and rosy again. They think that this is the last GeneraL 
Election in which the Coloured voters will participate, and in ther 
future they will give us COMMUNAL REPRESENTATION on a 
separate voters' roll. Long enough—too long—have we given our 
attention to what they think. IT IS TIME TO THINK FOR 
OURSELVES. From now on we must turn to ourselves and our 
OWN PEOPLE. From now on we want the light not only to 
elect the Lawrences, the Du Toits, and the Alexanders, but 
to elect our own men and women—men and women who are 
Coloured, who live and suffer with us. From now on we want 
not only the right to vote, but, like the white man, the right to 
be elected to Parliament. AWAY WITH TRUSTEESHIP AND 
TUTELAGE! 

Furthermore, we must think further than the C.A.C. ,Even 
if it is withdrawn to-morrow, can be honestly and sincerely say 
that this is a victory for the people? Can we feel so secure if 
the enemy temporarily retreats? Will they not come oack? 
Don't we know that as long as Parliament remains the exclusive 
privilege of the white man, as long as there is the pernicious 
doctrine of South Africa, a white man's country, segregation will 
not be defeated? 

Segregation is like a cancer. Once It makes its appearance, 
it spreads in all directions and knows no boundaries. It is non
sense to speak of residential segregation as having no relation to 
economic and political segregation. They are one and the same 
thing. SEGREGATION IS INDIVISIBLE. 
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It is time, therefore, to tell ourselves that, as long as there 
remains a section of the people, be it large or small, which is 
deprived of freedom and its rights, there can be no security, real 
security, from segregation for any one of them. If this truism 
can be hammered home—namely, that the ultimate fate of 
African, Coloured and Indian is indlssolubly bound together, and 
one cannot be free as long as the other is oppressed—then half 
of our victory is achieved. 

The road that we will have to take is the road freed of all 
past illusions, with its futile methods of petitions, interviews, 
deputations, memoranda, negotiations and compromises. 

Let our watchwords be NO PETITIONS, NO NEGOTIATIONS, 
NO COMPROMISES, until the C.A.C. has been completely with
drawn. 

As one of the weapons in the fight, we must extend and 
intensify the boycott on a nation-wide basis. The boycott is a 
blockade and must be made absolutely foolproof in order to be 
ell'ective. 

REMEMBER YOUR HIGHER LOYALTY, YOUR LOYALTY 
TO THE PEOPLE! 

The Chairman read telegrams 01 good wishes from various 
parts of the country. 

Mr. E. C. Roberts delivered the following address on "WHAT 
THE ANTI-C.A.D. HAS ACHIEVED TO DATE." 

Mr. Harry Lawrence, Minister of the Interior, recently 
announced in the Woodstock Town Hall that he had appointed a 
Cape Coloured Permanent Commission to enquire into the needs 
and aspirations of the Cape Coloured population of the Union of 
South Africa, and he had also set up a special section of his 
department to look after the needs of the Coloured people. Hence 
the CAD. 

Progressive leaders of the Coloured, ever on the alert, sum
moned a meeting of the people under the auspices of the New 
Era Fellowship, when Mr. Ben Kies delivered an enlightening 
lecture on: 

"THE COLOURED AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT—THE NEW 
FRAUD." 

This was on the thirtenth February, 1943. 
After outlining repressive Acts and measures passed in the 

Union discriminating against non-European peoples, the lecturer 
stressed the insidious nature of this latest addition to the list of 
eegregatory, discriminatory, and separatory measures of the 
Union Parliament. 

The C.A D. apparently had its origin in the minority report 
of Dr. Wilcocks and Dr. de Vos Malan, section 1159 of the Cape 
Coloured Commission's Report. And Minister Harry Lawrence 
was putting this into practice. However, such practice was in 
use previously in an experimental form when the Teachers' 
League of South Africa had an Advisory Committee of three to 
advise Dr. de Vos Malan on Coloured educational matters. Such 
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committee consisted of the General Secretary, Mr. F. Hendricks, 
and the President in office at the time. This t ry-out working 
satisfactorily for the authorities, brought about an expansion of 
the ide«. in the Coloured Advisory Council, on which seven past 
presidents out of twelve members serve the interests of the 
governing people. The plastic views of such men were already 
well known to the authorities—they made excellent and willing 
tools for the ' further subjugation, if possible, of an awakening, 
nation-conscious and ever-vigilant people. 

The governing authori ty misinterpreted the signs. 
As a result of Mr. Kies' lecture, a rallying call was sent out 

to all organisations to send two delegates each to a meeting on 
the 28th February, when the Anti-C.A.D. campaign was launched. 
The delegates present constituted themselves into a General 
Committee to carry on the campaign, and called upon the 
organisations not present to join the fight for freedom by send
ing two delegates to the committee. For effective and active 
work to be done, a Working Committee of eleven was appointed 
out of the General Committee. This was afterwards increased to 
seventeen members to make it more representative and to cope 
with the great volume of work to be done. I t had its own 
Secretary, Treasurer, and Press Committee. I ts work was to 
carry out the programme of the General Committee—that is, 
hold protest meetings far and wide, organise meetings in distant 
areas, send reports of Anti-C.A.D. activities to the Press, and by 
correspondence and other means further the campaign of rejec
tion of the C.A.D. of Mr. Harry Lawrence. I t embarked on its 
first stage of activity—the education of the masses. 

The first public meeting of protest was held in the Ban
queting Hall, City Hall, Cape Town, on Sunday, 14th March. 
Speakers stressed the serious na ture of the harmless-looking 
C C.P.C. and the C.A.D., and showed how far-reaching the dis
cr iminatory implications of this measure would be. The 
assembled people, representative of all shades of opinion, em
phatically rejected the C.C.P.C. and the C.A.D., and further 
evinced their interest in the mat te r by contributing freely to the 
funds required for the work, and requesting members to forward 
pamphlets and circulars regularly to them so tha t they could 
keep up to date with events. 

Subsequent meetings were held in a similar manner at 
Wynberg, Goodwood, Claremont, Kalk Bay, Gleemoor, Wood
stock Chapel St. (Cape Town), Queen's Road (Woodstock), Mait-
land, Paarl, Diep River, Stellenbosch, Grand Hall (City Hall, 
Cape Town), Malmesbury, Grassy Park, Meadows Estate (Clare
mont) . the Kramat (Faure), Elsie's River, Salt River, Simons-
town. Bellville, Caledon, Hawston, Athlone, Somerset West, Faure 
vmd Ferste River, Somerset Strand, and Maitland Garden Village. 
Pecond meetings were held a t Elsie's River and Malmesbury. 
while visits were paid to election meetings of United Party can
didates a t Malmesbury and Stellenbosch for the purpose of ques
tioning the candidates about the C.A.C. At Stellenbosch, the 
local candidate and the one for Hottentots Holland gave an 
assurance that , if the majority . of the Coloured people were 
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against the C.A.C., then they would pledge themselves wiier* 
returned to Parliament to work for its abolition. This was given 
verbally, since they were not prepared to give it in writing. 

At all the meetings the people were unanimous in the rejec
tion of the C.A.C., in spite of the fact that Mr. Lawrence had 
changed the name to the Coloured Advisory Council, to disarm 
the public, which had built up a powerful opposition to his pro
posals. He had fond hopes of the agitation dying down, but was 
sorely disappointed, since it had spread to the outlying districts 
through the activities of the Anti-C.A.D. Committee by means 
of brochures, bulletins, circulars and the Cape Standard. At 
Kimberley an Anti-C.A.D. League was formed while at Port 
Elizabeth the Non-European United Front organised opposition 
to this latest segregation measure. From towns and villages 
throughout the country letters streamed in to our Secretary 
denouncing and rejecting the C.A.C. The whole Union had been 
roused. 

The growth of the Anti-C.A.D. movement was largely due to 
the splendid publicity given to it by the "Cape Standard," which 
devoted most of its valued space to Anti-C.A.D. reports, articles 
and letters. 

The Bulletins of the Anti-C.A.D. Committee, issued weekly, 
were sent by hand or post throughout the land, and even reached 
Southern Rhodesia, and Egypt, as well as the Western Desert. 
They have become essential to the liberation cause of the non-
European peoples, and production has increased from a few hun
dred to well over five thousand weekly. Our people are ever 
eager to get copies so as to follow the campaign regularly, We 
are awake. In addition to these, well-written brochures have 
been published both in English and Afrikaans—viz., "Against the 
C.A.D." and "War on the Traitors." These explain in clear and 
concise language the implications and effects of the Segregation 
proposals to date, and means for effecting their withdrawal. 
Other literature include circulars and leaflets such as "Calling 
South Africa," "The Boycott," and instructions to parents and 
scholars re boycotting C.A.C. work and personnel, while the 
Secretary and her band of willing workers have kept up a 
voluminous correspondence with sympathisers all over the 
country. 

This has resulted in the campaign spreading to every 
organisation of note in the Union, and there are now over 
SEVENTY organisations affiliated to the Anti-C.A.D. Committee— 
namely, 5 A.P.O. branches, 8 T.L.S.A. branches, 13 Trade Unions, 
14 Civic and Welfare Associations, 3 Churches, 13 Political 
Bodies, 5 Student Bodies, and 9 Sporting Bodies. 

The organisations which have protested against the C.A.C. 
in some form or other number over ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY, 
and include 35 A.P.O. branches, 22 T.L.S.A. branches, 19 Political 
Bodies, 8 Churches, 7 Student Bodies, 15 Trade Unions, 23 Civic 
and Welfare Associations, 12 Sporting Bodies, and 20 Com
munities. 

The Coloured people are on their feet at last. 
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At present only three city areas are well organised against 
the C.A.C—namely, Cape Town, Kimberley, and Port E l i z a b e t h -
while at other centres Anti-C.A.D. Committees similar to tha t of 
Cape Town have been formed, but for the successful s t ructure 
of Union-wide opposition on the par t of the non-European 
peoples extension of the movement is necessary. Each city, town, 
village or farming area should have its own Anti-C.A.D. Com
mittee to co-ordinate and correlate the work of the various 
organisations in t ha t area. 

Our immediate task is constructive—that is, the building up 
of a powerful nation-wide opposition to the C.A.C. as the most 
important issue a t present. . This is the work tha t has to occupy 
our energies for a t ime until our power is sufficient to enable us 
to move the authorit ies to yield to our demands. For this pur 
pose we shall need large funds to enable the work to proceed 
.unhindered. 

An aspect of the work of our Committee t ha t has lately been 
m evidence is the BOYCOTT. I n order to show our power, i t is 
necessary for us to use it. Hence our boycott of the C.A.C. and 
the C.A.C. men. The aim is to make the C.A.C. unworkable and 
so bring about its withdrawal. This boycott can only be effective 
if carried out efficiently and thoroughly. 

A further aspect of the boycott is t ha t directed against t he 
par l iamentary election candidates, such as was tried a t Stellen-
bosch. The candidate who is not against the C.A.C. is against 
the Coloured people, and as such should be boycotted at the 
election. His pledge to work against the C.A.C. should be given 
in writing in order to be of use to the Anti-C.A.D. Committee. 

Judging by the difficulty experienced by candidates in 
addressing meetings of Coloured people, there is no doubt in our 
minds t h a t our activities against the C.A.C. is having a very 
disturbing effect on the election campaign of the Government 
supporters. 

Our aim is to make our power felt so strongly t ha t the Anti-
C.A.D. Committee will be looked upon as the voice of the people. 

The speaker, with the help of a large wall map of South 
Africa, indicated the extent of the geographical expansion of the 
Anti-C.A.D. Movement from Cape Town to as far afield as Pieters-
burg (Transvaal) and Durban. 

Mr. D. Hoedemaker (Furniture Workers' Union) moved an 
unopposed vote of thanks to those who in the present campaign 
had acted as guardians of the r ight of the non-Europeans. Mr. 
G. Basson (Anti-C.A.D. League, Kimberley) seconded the motion, 
which was carried. He was glad t h a t there were vigilant officials 
at the head of the movement. 

' Rev Abrahamse (Diep River Welfare Association) deplored 
'the fact t h a t the churches had not taken a full share in the 
'campaign against the C.A.C. The time had come for all of us 
to fight for the r ights to which we are entitled as citizens of 
the1 land. 

Mrs. Gool (N.E.U.F.) said tha t the campaign had created fine 
speakers. She admired the work done by the young teachers, 

:who were not even deterred by the fear of victimisation. 
i : , ; ; ' v (Adjournment for tea.) 
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Rev. Jason (Goodwood-Vasco Branch, T.L.S.A.) said that the 
present fight was also a spiritual battle. Let this be a spiritual 
battle, because ours is a righteous cause. 

Mr. Daniels (Goodwood Welfare Association) referred to 
what one of the members of the Anti-C.A.D. Working Committee 
had done in enlightening the Executive of the Furniture Workers' 
Union on the real implication of the C.A.C. 

Councillor A. Ismail said that, in spite of what Mr. Lawrence 
had said, he had every right to speak for the Coloured people 
whom he represented. We will no longer occupy an inferior 
position in this country of our birth. 

At this stage the Assistant Secretary (Mr. E. Edross) read the 
names of 105 organisations who had sent delegates to the Con
ference. 

Mr. McKay (Co-operative Workers and Burial Society) 
appealed to the leaders of this movement to tell the people 
clearly whether they were being led. He appreciated the fact 
that the younger people were giving the lead to-day. This was 
right. The older generation does not understand the times. We 
must not allow ourselves to be divided by any person, and this 
Conference must be followed by action. 

Mr. Fataar: It was being said in the country that the C.A.C. 
men were educated and would not betray the true interests of 
the people. What good had these seven ex-Presidents of the 
T.L.S.A. achieved as members of the T.L.S.A. Advisory Committee? 

Mr. Kasadie (Ons Help Genootschap, Vasco), wished to 
know why these Coloured "leaders," fully aware of the unani
mous rejection of and opposition to the Government's C.A.C, 
did not resign. They were not being followed by the people. 

Mr. A. E. Abdurahman: One achievement of the Anti-C.A.D. 
has been to make our women politically conscious. The Anti-
C.A.D. movement will spread not because it is organised by a 
small coterie, but because the C.A.C. will never give the Coloured 
people the right to sit in Parliament. Our children were receiving 
a wonderful political education. Seven teachers had been 
appointed on the C.A.C. The Government thought that through 
them the spirit of segregation would be inculcated in our 
children. 

Mr. Gomas (Tin Workers' Union): The policy of segregation, 
w.ilch is the declared policy of the Government, is dangerous to 
the workers and must be fought tooth and nail by all workers. 

Mr. Roberts, replying to the discussion, said that financial 
support for the movement had come from all, including the 
poorest, in whom there had been awakened a feeling of real 
brotherhood in a common struggle. Nothing was too much to do 
for the movement. The people were enthusiastic for the move
ment, and this augured well for building up a real Union of 
South Africa. The "Ja-baas" attitude is giving place to the 
attitude: "Ons is manne wat veg vir ons regte." 

The following resolution, moved by Mr. E. Ramsdaie (Cape 
Town Anti-C.A.D. Committee) and seconded by Mr. H. Abrahams 
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<Col. Teachers* Assoc, East London) was unanimously carried: 
"That this National Anti-CA.D. Conference, representing 

vigilance, social, political, sporting, trade union, educational and 
religious organisations 

(a) Emphatically and unconditionally rejects the Govern
ment 's Segregation Schemes, known as the C.A.C. and 
the C.A.D. 

<b) Resolves to continue the struggle unabatedly through
out South Africa until these Segregation measures are 
withdrawn. 

(c) Demands the extension of Full Democratic Rights to all 
sections of the non-Europeans. 

Mr. W. Parry (Genadendal Farm Workers' Union), in p ro 
posing the following resolution: 

"That this Conference recognises the C.A.C. as an integral 
and inseparable par t of the whole system of colour bar oppres
sion directed against the entire non-European population of 
South Africa", said: 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Since the Anti-C.AC. campaign has been launched, we have 

seen the official establishment of the C.A.C, and thus far the 
appointment of twelve of its members. The Anti-C.AC. move
ment has, in the meantime, grown by leaps and bounds. I t s 
propaganda has resulted in making Mr. Lawrence and the 
Coloured men in the C.AC, very unpopular with the bulk of the 
Cape Coloured people. I t has been said by one of the leaders of 
the Anti-C.AC. that , because of the wide-spread agitation against 
t h e C.A.C, the Minister of the Interior is sick to dea th of his 
unpopular creation, and would like nothing so much as to be 
able to get rid of it. 

Among the main reasons advanced for the introduction of 
the C.A.C scheme are (a) t ha t Mr. Lawrence, in following the 
segregationist policy of the late General Hertzog, is throwing an 
electioneering sop to the Nationalists, and (b) the political in
experience of the Minister of the Interior. But the question we 
have to ask ourselves a t this stage is: Why, in the face of and 
in spite of wide-spread opposition, the C.A.C. still remains? Why 
does Mr. Lawrence still retain the C.A.C in the teeth of Coloured 
opposition on the eve of the General Elections? Obviously, the 
answer cannot be found in the analysis of Mr. Lawrence's per
sonal make-up. 

Mr. Lawrence, as Minister of the Interior, is one of the most 
important agents of the ruling class in South Africa. He cannot 
and dare not act and legislate in a manner inimical to t h e 
interests of the ruling class. The present Government is the 
Executive of the Chamber of Mines, Industries and Commerce, 
and the rich farmers. Even liberals admit t h a t South African 
economy is based on the super-exploitation of the non-European 
peoples. The prime function of the Government is to mainta in 
th is system of super-exploitation. And the most effective method 
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is by means of repressive colour bars against all sections of t h e 
non-European peoples. 

The C.A.C. and the C.A.D. constitute merely another pillar 
in the whole structure of the colour bar directed against the 
entire non-European population. I t follows, therefore, tha t these 
measures are not only a continuation of a particular segregation 
policy, but the logical development and reinforcement of the 
whole colour bar structure. And, in turn, this structure, its 
shape and form, depends on the economic framework and foun
dation of the country. 

The C.A.C. is an attack, however veiled, on our political rights. 
The denial of political rights to the oppressed is an indispensable 
par t of the whole colour bar policy. By the removal of their 
political rights, the non-Europeans are securely bound and 
gagged so as to be more easily tied to the economic machine. 
This denial of political r ights to the non-Europeans ' r ight from 
t h e beginning of the 20th century up till to-day has been a n 
ever-increasing and worsening process. 

I n 1909, with the South Africa Act, we lost the r ight of direct 
representation. I n spite of the protests of liberals and A.P.O. 
leaders, both here and in Great Britain, the colour bar clauses 
In the Act were retained. Thus the political rights of the non-
Europeans were sacrificed to the vested Interests of finance 
capital. 

But this was merely the beginning. The Union Act ushered 
in an epoch of more and still more intense anti-labour legisla
tion. 

The next political r ight to be abolished was the very elemen
tary right to vote. In 1936, with the passing of the Native Bills, 
the African suffrage was completely -wiped out. And by this 
time, too, the Cape Coloured vote had dwindled to about 2 
per cent, of the total electorate of the country. The property 
and educational qualifications necessary to obtain the vote, com
bined with the fact t h a t our female adults as yet do not possess 
the right to vote, have virtually disfranchised us. The Franchise 
Bills of 1932, by extending the franchise to white females and 
by removing the property and educational qualifications for the 
white vote, rendered the Coloured vote a joke and a mockery as 
far as its political effectiveness was concerned. 

The next gagging device was the denial of the right to strike 
for improvement of wages. Section 143 of the War Emergency 
Measures prohibits the African from raising his voice in protest 
against his grinding poverty. 

Completing the whole muffling process is the denial of the 
elementary democratic r ight to free speech by the Riotous 
Assemblies Act, and more recently the far-reaching powers of the 
Minister of the Interior. 

The denial of political rights is inevitably accompanied • by 
more and more intense economic exploitation. At all times the 
ruling class has launched at tacks on the workers, peasants and 
small proprietors; and these at tacks have been particularly 
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vicious on the non-Europeans. And the future holds out further 
attempts to exploit the oppressed classes of South Africa. 

In South Africa the notorious divide and rule policy of the 
ruling class has divided the oppressed peoples into different 
racial camps, who seem on the surface to be racially antagonistic 
to each other. They have attacked these various racial camps 
separately and with different degrees of intensity. 

In 1936, the ruling class created the machinery by means of 
the three Native Bills for the complete and final enslavement of 
the African peoples. To-day they are preparing to "fix" the 
Coloured and Indian peoples in the same old South African way. 
The slave Bills of 1936 were a warning to the Coloured people 
that the same castor oil would be administered to them at a 
later and more convenient time. 

Some of us thought that the Native Bills, the Asiatic Land 
Tenure Bill, and the Urban Areas Acts, only concerned the Indian 
and African peoples. The political rogues and vote-barterers 
amongst us told us that these Bills were no concern of ours, that 
they only affected the Africans and Indians. 

Meanwhile, the Government had been dealing a flank attack 
on our political rights by the Enfranchisement Acts of 1932. 

To-day every Coloured man, woman and child must realise 
that these Acts, directed against the Indian and African peoples, 
were a warning of what the rulers were preparing for us. But 
not only were they a warning. They were also direct defeats for 
us. These Acts not only defeated our allies, the Africans and 
Indians, but strengthened our oppressors. 

To-day some of the Africans and Indians are realising that 
the C.A.C. and other Colour Bar measures against the Coloured 
people are not only our concern, but their concern. A defeat for 
us is a defeat for them: a victory for them is a victory for us. 
When this realisation becomes universal among the non-Euro
peans as a whole, when the children of every oppressed group 
drink it with their mother's milk, then and only then will begin 
the history of the democratic movement of South Africa. 

In the vigorous opposition to the C.A.C. we have clearly 
shown that the time is past when we will allow the Government 
to foist upon us any scheme they may propose for our repression. 
We have shown clearly and boldly that nothing short of full 
democratic rights will satisfy us. There are people who say that 
we are only here to fight the C.A.C. It Is true that we have become 
organised thrcugh this specific fight against the C.A.C. But in 
no circumstances can we completely isolate the struggle against 
the C.A.C. from the struggle for full democratic rights, from the 
struggle against segregation, from the struggle to abolish social 
and economic inequality. 

The people are solidly with us to-day simply because they 
realise that to be against the C.A.C. is to be against the Colour 
Bar. That to fight against the C.A.C. is to fight against the C.A.C. 
is to fight against the Colour Bar. And what is more significant 
is that to-day the Coloured people are looking towards the 
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African and Indian peoples with more sympathy, wit hgreater 
understanding. They begin to see through the artificial fog of 
race prejudice, and into the humbug of the divide and rule 
policy which separates them from their allies. They begin to 
realise t ha t they will all go on stewing in the same cauldron 
unless united and together with the African and Indian peoples 
they make efforts to get out of it. 

Atomised, disunited and unorganised, we cannot achieve any
thing but more colour bars, more intense exploitation. Strong 
and unorganised, there is nothing we cannot achieve. The 
organisation of the non-European oppressed will be the battering 
r a m which will hammer down the walls, excluding us from 
political equality, and relegating us to the outer stables of social 
segregation. 

If we are able to overcome the divide and rule policy, if we 
can unite all the forces of all sections of the oppressed, we will 
have removed the central pillar of the whole colour bar structure. 

The C.A.C. is an integral and inseparable par t of the whole 
system of colour bar repression directed against the entire non-
European population. Any at tempt , any excuse to separate and 
isolate it, to put firebelts around it, is to perpetuate the division 
carefully fostered by the ruling class. If we do this, we are 
postponing the day of national unity against colour bar. Isolation 
of this na ture will be a deception of the people. 

Now is the time to broaden and extend the struggle against 
the C.A.C. Now is the time to lay the basis of a united move
ment for full democratic rights, against all colour bars. This is 
our most important task. 

Councillor Mrs. Z. Gool, seconding the resolution, said t h a t 
to complete the subjugation of non-Europeans in this country, 
the rights of the Coloured people are now to be taken away. She 
expressed the hope t h a t as a result of this Conference an 
organisation will come into being embracing all non-Europeans 
on a nation-wide basis. 

6.10—Adjournment (end of Afternoon Session). 
Conference resumed at 8 p.m., when Mr. B. M. Kies delivered 

his address on "The Background of Segregation" at tached as a 
separate publication. 

Sunday, 30th May May, 1943: Banqueting Hall, Cape Town: 
Morning Session. 

Conference resumed at 10 a.m., and Mr. A. J. B. Desmore 
delivered the following address: 

Mr. Desmore opened his address by congratulating Mr. Kies 
and Mr. Roberts on their addresses of the previous day. 

He had no intention of giving Conference a panacea for all 
the ills of the Coloured people. The job of Conference was t o 
discuss ways and means. He would try to show what methods 
had thus far been used and would make some suggestions for 
modification of these methods for future use. One essential 
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function of a movement such as the Anti-C.A.D. Committee was 
the stimulation of public opinion. This was perfectly true In the 
sphere of religion and morality, but in the realm of politics the 
function of a movement was not only to educate the public, but 
to bring pressure to bear on the Government. Provided a cause 
was based on sound principles, public education was a relatively 
simple matter . Persuading the Government was a more difficult 
task, which the Anti-C.A.D. Committee fully realised. Despite 
widespread opposition, the Government had foisted the C.A.C. 
on to the people, and this at t i tude of the Government constituted 
a major problem. The assumption tha t an irresistible public 
opinion would force the Government to withdraw the C.A.C. had 
been the basis of the Anti-C.A.D. campaign. This idea was 
analagous to a flank attack, and the fact tha t we had not yet 
forced the Government to withdraw its reactionary legislation 
was not to be taken as being a sign of failure. An apparent 
failure did not necessarily mean tha t the methods of at tack 
were wrong, but was probably due to the weakness of the at tack. 

The a t ta inment of sufficiently strong public opinion p re 
supposed a well-organised campaign. The effectiveness of the 
boycott, bulletins, etc., could be judged from their results. One 
thing was clear: the campaign had been proceeding ON SOUND 
LINES, despite complaints t ha t it had not been moving fast 
enough. We were slowly, but surely, building a sound basis for a 
future strong movement. 

There were still a large number of organisations outside the 
Anti-C.A.D. Committee due either to reluctance on the par t of 
the people to participate in "par ty" politics or to constitutional 
restrictions. These ideas would In time be removed by the Anti-
C.A.D. Committee. The trade unions were examples of bodies 
which refused to participate in "party" politics. To them it 
should be made clear t h a t the Anti-C.A.D. Committee could not 
be considered a "par ty" owing to wide differences in the political 
ideas of the organisations affiliated to it. Actually this view was 
only held by t rade union officials who were only concerned with 
their own welfare and ideas. 

The Churches had taken up the stand t ha t the Anti-C.A.D. 
campaign was beyond their scope constitutionally. Here, again, 
Church officials had made decisions, although a large number 
of Anti-C.A.D. people were Church goers. He believed t ha t the 
Church should identify itself with the material needs of the 
people. 

The Anti-C.A.D. Committee should force the trade unions 
and Churches to come out into the open. A canvas amongst 
the Church people was required and they should be advised to 
demand t h a t the Church hold a protest meeting. If this was 
refused they should boycott the Church for at least one day 
and. if necessary, more drastic measures should be taken. This 
would be a slow and laborious process in its initial stages, but 
would become easier as time went on. 

With regard to the unorganised masses, it was highly desir
able t ha t the movement should be extended to include them. 
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Every slum dweller, unskilled labourer, farm serf, etc., should 
be made to understand the meaning of the Anti-C.A.D. move
ment. This meant more meetings carefully planned on a regional 
basis and the formation of Anti-C.A.D. groups a t various centres. 
This was all par t of the educating organisation, and each in
dividual and uni t should be given specific tasks. 

The capitalist Press had sabotaged the Anti-C.A.D. move
ment. The "Cape Standard" had earned the grati tude of the 
people in the magnificent way in which it had supported the 
campaign, and could truly be called the mouthpiece of the 
non-European people. The pamphlets and weekly bulletins had 
contributed their share to the general success of the campaign, 
but had been useful only amongst the enlightened sections of 
the people. The bulletins should be simplified and the number 
published increased. I t was the business of the Anti-C.A.D. 
Committees to explain the bulletins to the people. The business 
of Conference was to find the money to pay for the campaign. 

The boycott was an organised movement to refuse to have 
any dealings with certain people. There were two main aims 
of the boycott: First, to make the C.A.C. unworkable as a 
Government inst rument by rejecting it absolutely. The trai tors 
and their supporters did not hold this view. And the second 
aim of the boycott thus became clear, viz., the position of the 
C.A.C. men should be made so untenable as to cause them to 
resign. A boycott could only be made effective if the object of 
the boycott was isolated absolutely—like a disease. 

So far, the boycott has at tained a considerable measure of 
success, but meanwhile the fact t h a t some people did not yet 
conform to it was weakening the movement. The time for the 
exteri-ron and intensification of the boycott had arrived, and 
it should be extended to the pro-C.A.C. people as well as to the 
C.A.C. men themselves. 

The people who were sitting on the fence were worse than 
open enemies and they should be made to make up their minds. 

SUMMARY: (a) Persons in responsible positions in open 
support of the C.A.C. should be boycotted, e.g. the A. C. Petersens. 
etc. 

(b) "Friends" of the C.A.C. should be boycotted. 
(c) Neutrals should be treated with mistrust. 
(d> Traitors in our ranks should be thrown out. 
A list of names of such people should be compiled and the 

persons concerned should be informed and issued with an ult i
m a t u m : the boycott should be applied according to the results. 

There was a tremendous need for some co-ordinating force, 
and money was also badly needed for this work of co-ordination. 
The movement needed the sinews of war—money. The move
ment involved the expenditure of large sums of money, which 
Conference must find. 

QUESTIONS ON MR. DESMORE'S ADDRESS: 
Rev. A. Abrahamse (Diep River Welfare Association) wanted 

to know how the boycott would affect Church people who kept 
their religious life apart from other things. 
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Answer: Whether a matter was religious or not did not affect 
the boycott. Mr. Desmore was in favour of the possibilities of 
the boycott, not in its general extension. 

The Rev. Abrahamse added that he hoped that the bulletins 
would not be curtailed in any way. 

Miss J. Gool (Cape Town Branch, T.L.S.A.) wanted to know 
what Mr. Desmore had against a Union tour undertaken by the 
Committee and what he had against the appointment of an 
organiser in different regions. The Transvaal and Natal were 
comparatively isolated as yet, and she suggested that the Kim-
berley Anti-C.A.D. League could well undertake a tour of Natal 
and the Transvaal. 

Answer: Mr. Desmore was In perfect agreement, but he was 
not so ambitious, because he was considering the thing from the 
;financlar point of view. 

Mrs. Gool (N.E.U.F.): Did Mr. Desmore mean a social boycott 
only, or did he think that it should be extended to the economic 
sphere? Some of the C.A.C. men were business men. 

Answer: Yes, definitely. Economic boycott was essential and 
should be organised. 

Mr. Holmes (Coloured Vigilance Council): Was Mr. Desmore 
In favour of a theoretical or a practical boycott? He considered 
that we should get at the root and the originators of the C.A.C. 
'Also, would Conference call upon the people to boycott C.A.C. 
man No. l's Church and No. 3's school? 

Answer: Mr. Desmore was not in favour of the boycott being 
applied to schools. The boycott was not a boycott on paper only. 
He hadn't been able to find out anything about No. l's Church. 
He hoped the Committee would tackle this question. 

Mr. Kles (N.E.F.) thought that Mr. Desmore should give the 
Conference a lead by giving some idea of what could and should 
be done NOW. There was a danger of our trying to fire all our 
guns at once, and this was to be avoided. Shouldn't we con
sider ways and means of extending and perfecting what we had 
already done so far? 

Answer: This was perfectly correct. Apparently Mr. Kies had 
misinterpreted his (Mr. Desmore's) ideas. 

Mrs. Gool (N.E.U.F.): Wasn't it necessary to boycott white 
liberals and reformists like the Lavises, etc.? 

Answer: This had already been advocated. 
Mr. Bowers (Cape Fed. T.U.): Can Mr. Desmore's idea of a 

boycott be amplified and extended? Some trade unions are not 
openly Antl-C.A.C. and some organisations consist of both pro 
and anti-C.A.C. members. Even if the pro-C.A.C. men were in 
the majority it was not politic to boycott such organisations. 

Answer: If the majority Is pro-C.A.C, then the position of 
:the body is clear. 

Mr. Kosadi (Vasco Onshelp Genootskap): 
(i) Will mere publication of names of pro-C.A.C. people be 

sufficient to make them change their minds? 
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(ii) Will a Church boycott be effective by a one-day boycott 
by its members? 

(iii) Will boycott publicity be effective in causing the C.A.C. 
men to resign? 

Answer: (i) No. I t is merely to see what our position is. 
(ii) Probably not. Here action should be taken in steps. 
(iii) We are working on the assumption tha t public opinion, 

if strong enough, will cause them to resign. 
Mr. Rahim (C.T. A.P.O.): What is the position of teachers 

in the boycott who are subject to victimisation? 
Answer: This is a question which I cannot answer. I t must 

be left to the teachers themselves. 
The Chairman at this stage announced tha t many teachers 

have already been victimised and intimidated. This will probably 
be intensified as time goes on. 

DISCUSSION ON MR. DESMORE'S ADDRESS: 
Mr. Daniels did not agree t h a t while the Churches should be 

given at tent ion the schools should not. The schools were the 
places where the children were given false ideas. Mr. Desmore 
replied t h a t he did not consider it r ight to give propaganda to 
children. One speaker wished to know what we would do in 
reply to the counter-blow which the Government is preparing to 
drive our boycott into the sea. 

Mr. W. van Schoor: In Worcester, the Coloured people are 
definitely anti-C.A.C. I n other areas, if the Education Depar t 
ment takes action against teachers in the Anti-C.A.C. movement, 
our movement will suffer. He moved this resolution: "That this 
Conference of Anti-C.A.C. organisations, recognising the in 
divisibility of segregation and colour oppression, protests vigor
ously against the mass arrest of over 10,000 African workers in 
the Transvaal." Mr. van Schoor was asked to leave over this 
resolution for "General Business." 

Mr. Daniels (Goodwood Welfare Association) felt t h a t we 
ought first to find out among our people who are anti-C.A.C. and 
who are pro-C.A.C. First tell these people what the implications 

>f the Government measures are, but do not boycott from the 
word go. 

Mr. M. Kotane (C.P., Centra l ) : Our fight is still sectional, as 
an examination of the map of the Anti-C.A.D. campaign will 
show. He suggested t ha t we send a leader of the movement to 
tour the country, address meetings, and tell the people of the 
danger of the Government 's measures. 

Mr. P. Petersen (Peninsula Bridge Union) said tha t the boy
cott was a dangerous weapon unless applied 100 per cent, fully. 
The people must be educated to apply it to t h a t extent. He said 
t h a t he was offering constructive criticism in saying tha t some 
bulletins were immoderate in tone. We should a t no time become 
abusive. 

Mr. I. Taba ta (A.A.C., W. Pr. Br.), in reply to Mr. Petersen, 
said t ha t we had been taught to use the mild language of our 
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rulers. If men are trai tors to the people, we must call them such. 
With reference to the boycott, he reminded Conference t h a t there 
were twelve C.A.C. men to be defeated by the whole people. 
Teachers, once outside the school, were more or less free to do 
wha t they pleased. With regard to the boycott in the Church, he 
said t ha t congregatipns must refuse to be led bv men who are 
traitors to the people. 

Mr. Holmes (Col. Vigilance Council) moved the following 
resolution: "That this Conference calls upon the people to extend 
and intensify the boycott of the C.A.C. and its men, socially, 
educationally, economically, and politically, on a nation-wide 
basis." The fathers of the present Government segregation 
schemes were Minister Lawrence and Capt. du Toit. There was 
a time when everyone thought t ha t the D.R.C. was the chief 
protagonist of segregation in South Africa. At t h a t t ime the 
Church was boycotted and many churches were empty, in spite 
of threa ts and victimisation. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 
Mr. Kies gave practical aspects of the boycott. He clarified 

the position as to wha t aspects have been applied so far and 
those which must be applied in the future. Churches, businesses, 
etc., are all possible spheres in which the boycott can be applied. 
I t is important t ha t the aspects at present being applied should 
be perfected. The boycott of the C.A.C. as an institution must be 
perfected. C.A.C. men are travelling about the country trying to 
scratch together a few pro-C.A.C. people. The boycott must be 
made absolutely foolproof to prevent this sort of thing. 

Secondly, the C.A.C. men must be boycotted individually. 
We should have only strictly business dealings with them and 
then only when strictly necessary. Even then, our dealings should 
be short, if not sweet. 

The boycott must be extended to the associates of the C.A.C. 
men. We might draw up a black list of pro-C.A.C. persons and 
associates of C.A.C. men. Demand from persons an open declara
tion as to whether they are pro- or anti-C.A.C. 

We must expel from our organisations all C.A.C. men, all 
pro-C.A.C.s, and all associates of C.A.C. men. 

If these aspects can be applied and perfected, they will be 
sufficient a t th is stage. 

Mr. Amra: I t is difficult to apply the boycott, because the 
people present at this Conference are not representative of all 
the Coloured people in the real sense of the word. The rank and 
file of the people are still not politically conscious. We are for-
re t t ing the root of the problem. The Government will always be 
rble to co-operate with reactionary elements of the community. 
There are always Quislings to be found. We must not forget to 
right the creators of the C.A.C. men. The boycott is a strong 
weapon, but it is not strong enough. 

Mr. E. Viljoen warned the Conference t h a t the boycott 
weapon, if not properly applied, would misfire. The boycott must 
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be applied systematically. We know now who the C.A.C. men 
are, but there are other people who are even more dangerous, 
viz., the henchmen of the C.A.C. men, who are being sent about 
by the C.A.C. men. They have tried this at Elsie's River, and 
Athlone. Here we must knock the nail on the head. Where we 
know that these men are doing their subversive work, they must 
be boycotted as much as the C.A.C. men. Once we can do this, 
the associates of the C.A.C. men will come off the fence. Only a 
few days ago a number of people had asked him whether they 
were on the black list. There are some who sit on the fence for 
sentimental reasons. Sentiment must not be allowed to detract 
from the effectiveness of the boycott. It is not a personal matter; 
it is a matter of the people. The henchmen of the C.A.C. men 
are the biggest danger. The speaker agreed that this was as far 
as we should go at this stage. 

Mr. Desmore at this stage said that he wished to make one 
point clear re the Churches. We don't want to boycott them, but 
we want them to come out with a declaration for or against the 
C.A.C. 

Mrs. Gool said: 
The object of the Anti-C.A.D. Committee was to defeat the 

C.A.C. The ways and means were important. We were to-day for 
the first time employing a new weapon effectively. She hoped 
that everyone would go about with a clear understanding of the 
boycott. The idea of the boycott had been enthusiastically 
received at protest meetings, and the Committee must spread the 
idea of the boycott throughout the country. This will lead to 
more unity. We are fighting a life and death struggle for the 
people and we must be prepared to sacrifice, in the personal and 
social boycott for instance. Every committee must make educa
tion on the boycott one of its first duties. We must use whatever 
ammunition we have now and we must use it correctly. But this 
was no reason why this Conference should not discuss the future 
policy. In every dorp and village visited by the Committee the 
boycott was already in operation, but more organisation is re
quired. The social boycott must be applied. She hoped that the 
Committee would be given a mandate by Conference to employ 
the, economic boycott. 

Mr. Fortune (Stellenbosch) felt that we should bring out and 
use all ovr ammunition in this campaign. 

Mr. van Noie (Stellenbosch) said that on the PlaHeland the 
carrying out of the boycott was difficult. He added a sixth aspect 
of the boycott—viz., the boycott of the Church. We must abolish 
the "Meneer" attitude in this country, which is synonymous with 
the "ja-baas" attitude. We must resign from organisations 
which are pro-C.A.C. 

Mr. Visser (Strand): There was some misunderstanding re 
the Church. The Minister has no right to dictate his policy to 
him. We must go to the people themselves and explain the 
.boycott clearly to them. Leave the Church out of it and go to 
the people. Church people were very "ja-baas" in out-look. 
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Mr. W. H. Seaton (Coneron Players) said t ha t the instruc
tions on the boycott issued some weeks ago were too general. 
Something more specific was required. The Committee should 
get into the question, and at the same time deal with t he 
economic boycott. 

Mr. van Noie disagreed with Mr. Visser, and said tha t , since 
some of the leaders were sheltering behind religion, we must go 
+ o the Church itself and use the Church in the boycott. 

At this stage the Chairman, Dr. G. H. Gool, summarised the 
three main points arising from the discussion. He asked for a 
resolution tha t this Conference accepts the boycott as a weapon 
against the C.A.C.: 

(1) Five aspects of boycott given by Mr. Kies. 
(2) Economic boycott. 
(3) Sub-committee to work out various details of the boycott. 
Up to the present, he said, the boycott had only been In 

operation in the Peninsula, 
Mr. Fa taa r moved a resolution t h a t this Conference accept 

the boycott as a weapon against the C.A.C. The boycott, he said, 
had been accepted and practised long before this Conference. 

Mr. Jason seconded the motion, which was carried unan i 
mously. 

The Chairman asked for a further resolution which would 
empower the Sub-Committee appointed to draw up the details of 
the boycott as outlined by Mr. Kies. The Sub-Committee should 
also be given power to apply the economic boycott. 

Mr. B. M. Kies moved t h a t this Conference calls for an 
extension and an intensification of the boycott on a nat ional 
basis on the lines of the five points, viz.: (i) Boycott of the C.A.C. 
as an insti tution; (ii) boycott of the C.A.C. men; (iii) boycott of 
the associates; (iv) black list of the associates of C.A.C. men; 
(v) expulsion of C.A.C. men and their associates from our 
organisations. 

Mr. W. Layne seconded the resolution, which was carried 
unanimously. 

NATIONAL PETITION 
Mr. H. Smith (Anti-C.A.D. League, Kimberley) moved the 

following resolution:—"That this Conference undertakes to draw 
up a Union-wide petition for submission to the Government." 
He stated t h a t a petition would be the means of finding out our 
position in the country. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. Daniels (Anti-C.A.D. 
League, Kimberley). 

Mr. F. Grammar (Livingstone Past Students) opposed the 
resolution on the grounds t ha t it was a reformist method. He 
felt t ha t the C.A.C. could only be broken by mili tant methods, 
and not by petitions. 

Mr. A. E. Abdurahman felt t ha t a petition will not reveal our 
position. He described this method as "passive." He stated t h a t 
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what was required was to know where the various organisations 
stand. The Government should be brought to realise tha t all are 
anti-C.A.C. and this would not be done by petitions. He moved 
tha t "Conference calls upon all organisations which have not yet 
declared themselves to state openly what their views were/ ' 

Mr. D. Hoedemaker seconded the resolution, but the Chair
man ruled the resolution out of order. 

Mrs. Z. Gool said t h a t she did not agree tha t we should 
abandon all constitutional methods of righting the C.A.C. She 
did not expect tha t the petition would move the Government, 
but it would help to educate and activise the people. Those 
collecting signatures for the petition could help to educate the 
people and clarify the position of the "fence-sitters." The 
petition would show. the Government how many people were 
against the C.A.C. 

Mr. B. Richards (Kimberley) said that , whilst it was clear 
t h a t every representative a t the Conference was 100 per cent. 
anti-C.A.C., we must back this up and not side-step the issue. 
We must get the man in the street on our side and get his 
support. The best way of doing this is by a petition. We must 
seriously consider the position of the teachers. Were they afraid? 
If we lose the teachers, the Anti-C.A.D. movement will fall flat. 
A petition is absolutely necessary. , 

Mr. Rhoda supported Mr. Grammar. The method of 
petitions has failed. If we petition the Government, we 
beg them to take away the C.A.C. which they WANT to force 
on us. What would be the position of the thousands of illiterate 
non-Europeans unable to sign their names on the petition? We 
do not want to beg for crumbs. A petition would be all r ight for 
our own use, but the Government would take no notice of it. 

Mr. Tabata said that , if we thought we would achieve any
thing by means of a petition, we were mistaken. No one knows 
better t h a n Mr. Lawrence what the position is amongst the 
people. The compilation of a list requires time and organisation, 
which was urgently required for far more important things. We 
must concentrate on action. 

Mr. Fa taa r said t h a t the Kimberley delegates had com
plained of a shortage of paper and petrol. How could we circulate 
petitions in the light of this? The political education of the 
people must be and still is the most important aspect of the 
campaign. The educational work can be done by means of 
publicity given by the bulletins, "Cape Standard," etc. 

Mr. Cope (People's Club): We must get on with the work. 
How much power has a petition in moving the ruling class? We 
don't only want to know whether people are for or against the 
C.A.C, but we want to educate them. 

Mr. Van Schoor (N.E.U.F., Port Elizabeth) said he was in 
favour of a petition because we must realise t h a t the mass of the 
people are still in favour of the method of petition. The people 
are not all politically enlightened, and we have to move the 
people as well as the ruling class. 
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Mr. Kies said he had been associated with Mr. Van Schoor 
for a long time and was surprised a t his at t i tude. He is prepared 
to let the people use a weapon which he knows is useless. The 
people now realise t h a t petitions are useless, and we must point 
out t ha t a petition is still a passive method. 

The resolution was put to the vote and lost. 

Mr. Bowers moved t h a t a membership list be compiled. T h e 
Chairman ruled this out of order. 

Mr. A. E. Abdurahman moved: "That this Conference of 106 
non-European organisations calls upon the t rade unions, 
churches, A.P.O. and T.L.S.A. branches, and other organisations 
who have not declared themselves, to state openly whether they 
are for or against the C.A.C., and whether they are going to 
stand by the people by actively supporting the Anti-C.A.D. move
ment." 

This was seconded by Mr. Dan. Hoedemaker and carried 
unanimously. 

THE GENERAL ELECTION. 
Mr. I. Tabata opened the discussion on the General Election. 

with the following short address: 
I t is my lot this afternoon to lead a discussion on 

a difficult and delicate subject — the elections. I t is 
perhaps fortunate t ha t I open this discussion, for I am not per
sonally involved as a voter. All of you know tha t I, with the rest 
of my fellowmen, were thrown out of the body politic of this 
country in 1936, so tha t we cannot part icipate in the coming 
General Election This factor makes it easier for me to deal with 
the election question dispassionately without any party oflilia-
tion. My only interest is the question of how best the C.A.C. can 
be defeated. 

There is nothing more capable of dislocating the normal 
political life of the non-Europeans as an election. Last year t he 
Africans were engaged in electing the so-called Native Represen
tatives in Parl iament. Prior to tha t , a number of African organi
sations tried to forestall the ill-effects of the elections by devis
ing methods of eliminating division amongst the African people, 
divisions t ha t often threa ten the very foundations of tueir 
organisations, and which usually remain long after the elections 
are over. The All-African Convention (Western Province) issued 
a manifesto explaining to the electorate the farcical na tu re of 
the Native Representation Act, the undemocratic method oi 
election, and the indirect system of representation. We explained 
tha t , as far as the position of the African people was concerned, 
it made no difference which white candidate got into Parl iament. 
The important thing was to preserve unity amongst our people 
and to build our own organisations in Par l iament and better and 
equal opportunities for all in the country of our birth. This 
appeal minimised the divisions, but it did not eliminate tnem. 
Up to this day our organisational work still suffers from the 
effects of the damage caused by the elections. The Coloured 
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people will suffer in the same way unless they make a deter
mined effort to shut out all other considerations, party or per
sonal, aild concentrate on one issue, the burning issue of the 
moment, the defeat of the C.A.C. and the C.A.D. At no time in 
our history have the Coloured people been so unanimous and so 
vocal in their rejection of a Government measure. All attempts 
to deceive us with sweet promises have failed. Attempts to sow 
discord amongst us also failed. The Coloured people throughout 
the length and breadth of the Union are sinking their differ
ences and are coming together to defeat the C.A.C. and the C.A.D. 
Mr. Lawrence has unwittingly been instrumental in setting into 
motion what promises to become a nation-wide movement—at 
least as far as the Coloured people are concerned—for it em
braces every stratum of society. The Coloured people are being 
aroused en mass and there is no knowing what the political level 
of the masses will be by the time the C.A.C. and the C.A.D. are 
defeated. There is no knowing what the people may decide to 
do after they have become aware of their own power resulting 
from this unity. Nothing must be allowed to interfere with that 
task—not even the General Elections. 

I have said that elections always dislocate the normal politi
cal life of the non-Europeans. Every five years we have to decide 
which members of the slave-owning group will have the oppor
tunity to pass oppressive laws against us. Whatever party we 
have helped to put into power, it ahs shown itself to be against 
us, the United Party no more and no less than the Nationalist 
Party. 

Now let us see what the General Elections mean to the ruling 
class. After every five years the ruling class has an opportunity 
of reviewing their fundamental policies. They take stock of their 
position to see how far they have travelled along their chosen 
roads. What are these roads? What is their fundamental policy? 
It is the subjugation of the black man so as to make South 
Africa a white man's country. 

All the political parties which have any pretentions to power 
are agreed on this policy. Their only difference is in their 
methods of bringing this about. Yes, even their attitude to the 
war issue is subordinate to this policy. Neither the Nationalist or 
the United Party is prepared to forego this segregation policy in 
the interest of the war effort. Even their differences on the war 
issue arises from their differences on the methods to be used to 
subjugate the black man. Smuts and his party believe in the 
British methods of exploiting the black man. Malan and his 
party believe in the nailed fist method of Hitler. Thus, which
ever side wins, the black man will still be kept "in his place"— 
in chains. No political question, no matter how urgent, is 
regarded as sufficiently important to Interfere with this policy. 

It is time we learned our lesson. There is a saying in my 
language: "When men are engaged in the task of tracking down 
a lion, they should not allow their attention to be distracted by 
hares or rabbits that spring up from the bush." We are now 
engaged in our own struggle, a struggle against a measure which 
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has the approval of the white ruling class. We must concentrate 
on the intensification of this struggle. Nothing should be allowed 
to side-track the issue. Our task is to defeat the C.A.C. and C.A.D. 
Everything else must be subordinated to this. A victory on this 
issue will have a big effect on the morale of our people. I t will 
greatly aifect our organisational work arid stimulate the people 
to extend and widen our batt le front in preparat ion for the 
launching of a determined at tack against all oppressive measures. 
Concentrate all your forces on one point. Break through the 
fortifications and then spread out. 

This does not mean, however, t h a t we must lose sight of the 
other problems. For instance, the coming elections also demand 
our at tention, but these elections must be used only as ONE of 
our weapons in our fight against the C.A.C. and the C.A.D. 

This is not a simple and straightforward mat ter . While we 
use the elections as a weapon, we must a t the same time be 
careful t h a t it does not break our front. The Anti-C.A.D. 
Committee is not a homogeneous body. I t is not a single par ty 
with the same political opinions. All the organisations here have 
agreed to disagree on everything else but on one thing—the 
defeat of the C.A.C. I t follows, therefore, t ha t if we decide to 
use the elections as a weapon in our fight, we have to agre6 to-
subordinate our personal and party affillations, at least on this 
one question, to the demands and interests of the Anti-C.A.D. 
movement, and it is from the point of view of this movement 
t h a t we must approach the elections. 

The United Party has shown contempt for the non-Euro^-
peans who have voted for them. I t was the United Party t h a t 
passed the slave laws of 1936/37 against the Africans. I t is t he 
same par ty t h a t has now thrus t the C.A.C. down the throats of 
the Coloured people. It is now time we show the United Par ty 
t h a t we are no longer going to lick their boots. We have to 
demonstrate to them tha t we have no more faith in them; we 
should vote against them. 

Apart from the demonstrat ion of voting against the United 
Party, it is in our interests to reduce the majority of the United 
Par ty in Par l iament to the barest minimum. The Government 
must be made to rely for its working majority in Par l iament on 
t he independent members pledged to fight against the C.A.C. 
and other oppressive measures. I ask you not to seize this 
opportunity to impose part icular party candidates on the Anti-
C.A.D. Committee, for we are not an electioneering committee. 

Mr. I. Taba ta moved the following resolution: 
Tha t this Conference is of the opinion: 
(1) T h a t the main task at the moment is to defeat the C.A.C 
(2) T h a t the General Elections must also be used to this end. 
(3) Tha t by the introduction of the C.A.C. the United Par ty 

has proved clearly t h a t it is no less segregationist t h a n the 
Nationalist Party, and, therefore, as far as the non-Europeans 
are concerned, no difference can be made between the two 
Part ies at the General Elections. 
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(4) Tha t it would be in the best Interests of the non-Euro
peans to reduce the existing United Par ty majority in Parliament 
to the barest minimum and, if possible, to a par ty deadlock, for 
in this case the Government will have to rely for its majority 
upon the support of the ANTI-SEGREGATIONIST INDEPEN
DENTS. 

(5) This Conference, therefore, calls upon the Coloured 
Electorate to vote solidly for ANTI-SEGREGATIONIST IN
DEPENDENTS. 

(6) Calls upon the Coloured Electorate to vote solidly against 
the sponsors of the C.A.C, THE UNITED PARTY. 

Mrs. Z. Gool said the elections must be turned into an 
effective measure to defeat the C.A.C. We must not support the 
Nationalists, who are ant i -war and are allied to the Nazis and 
Fascists. We must force the United Par ty candidates to fight the 
C.A.C. before we give them our support in the elections. Mrs. 
Gool then moved an amendment to Mr. Tabata 's resolutions: 

In view of the fact t h a t this Conference realises t h a t the 
correct utilisation of the existing vote by the non-European 
people in the forthcoming parl iamentary election can be an 
effective means of assisting in the defeat of the C.A.C, it resolves 

(a) To support all progressive United Party candidates who 
are prepared publicly to pledge their opposition to the C.A.C in 
preference to any Nationalist candidate. 

(b) To support those three candidates (Adv. Harry Snitcher, 
Miss J. Fourie, Dr. George Sacks) who have already publicly^ 
demonstrated, by word and action, their uncompromising opposi
tion to the C.A.C and their determination to fight for the 
extension of full political, social and economic rights to the 
non-European people, inside and outside Parliament. 

The Chairman pointed out the Anti-CA.D. movement is not an 
electioneering machine. We must under no circumstances break 
up our united front. 

Mr. Van Swingeren said we must support any Anti-CA.D. 
candidate. The time of the white man's politics is past. We 
must unite to fight him at all times even by boycotting the 
elections. 

Mr. Van Schoor said he was opposed to Mrs. Gool's amend
ment. We must not barter the non-European vote and we must 
support nei ther the United Party nor the Nationalists. All the 
United Par ty members MUST subscribe to the segregation policy 
and we must not be bluffed by promises from them t h a t they 
will fight the C.A.C We must support candidates out for full 
democratic rights. Where there is a s t ra ight fight between a 
United Party candidate and a Nationalist, we must not advise the 
people not to vote, but tell them to put on the voting papers: 
*'For full democratic rights." Mr. Van Schoor moved this as an 
addendum to Mr. Tabata 's resolution. 

Mr. Fa taa r said we must not take notice of any scare tactics 
of getting the United Party into Par l iament ra ther than the 
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ant i -war Nationalists. We are not concerned with the war; our 
job is the C.A.C. 

Mr. Holmes: The people must see the Communist Par ty can
didates into Parl iament. The Communists were against the 
Nationalist Imperialists. 

The Chairman objected to Mr. Holmes's speech repeating 
t h a t the Anti-C.A.D. Committee was not concerned with the 
att i tudes taken up by various political parties. We cannot discuss 
the domestic policies of the various political organisations 
affiliated to the Anti-C.A.D. movement. 

Mr. Eric Viljoen said t h a t the working committee has spent 
two nights discussing the elections. We must concern ourselves 
with the plat teland vote as well as the town vote. 

Mr. Grammar said t ha t spoiling ballot papers might get t h e 
United Par ty into power We should ra ther support the a rch-
segregationists, the Nationalists, t h a n the United Party, who 
were our real enemies. 

Mr. Ahmed Ismail : We must be against all segregationist 
parties. 

Mr. A. Osman: Was Mrs. Gool aware of the fact t ha t the 
Communist Party was prepared to make a pact with the United 
Party concerning future policy? The Communist Party is there
fore prepared to ally itself with the United Party. This s ta tement 
was signed by the General Secretary of the C.P., Mr. Moses 
Kotane. We must support the Communist Party, but with t h e 
full realisation of this fact and its implications. We must have 
no illusions about the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kotane: We cannot say t h a t we are not an electioneering 
machine, because we are, immediately we concern ourselves with 
the elections. We must support candidates who can be made to 
oppose the C.A.C. 

Mr. Seaton said he was partly in favour of Mrs. Gool's 
amendment . The people should vote for men prepared to oppose 
the C.A.C. 

Mr. Kies said there is no difference between the United 
Party and the Nationalists as far as the non-Europeans are 
concerned. They are both for segregation, and any declarations 
made by them against the C.A.C. mean nothing. 

Mr. Rahim felt t ha t the question of the general elections was 
a very complicated one. 

Mr. Van Swingeren: The Anti-C.A.D. Committee was not t h e 
only question we should concern ourselves with. We should 
consider the Pegging Bill as well. 

Mr. Basson: We should vote for Nationalist candidates r a the r 
t han for United Par ty men. 

Miss J. Gool: People are losing sleep over the elections and 
are making out t h a t the elections are the main question to be 
decided on a t this Conference. I t is only one of the weapons tha t 
we have to use. I t was merely an accident t ha t the elections 
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Intervened during our struggle against the C.A.C. We must use 
the elections to heighten the political consciousness of the elec
torate, and not lose our heads over this or tha t slogan from 
various political parties, because the elections will be over in six 
weeks' time and our struggle against the C.A.C. must continue. 

Mr. J. Krige: The Nationalists are openly Fascistic. The 
Communist Party is the only one out for full democratic rights. 

Mr. Stone urged people to support the Communist Party. 

Mr. £ . Edross: The various delegates are trying to make the 
elections a complicated issue. I t is clear what we should do. The 
defeat of the United Party or the creation of a political deadlock 
in Par l iament should be our main concern. The various opinions 
expressed here this afternoon brought out clearly tha t the dele
gates have not grasped the essential fact t ha t the United Party 
is ho less segregationist t h a t the Nationalists. They are still 
a t tached to the old opinions tha t the Government parties, present 
and past, were the lesser evil and the Nationalists the greater 
evil. We must not be afraid of the Nationalist bogey. We must 
defeat the United Party. 

Mr. E. C. Roberts: The Coloured electorate at Malmesbury, 
Worcester, and Stellenbosch are against the United Party policy 
because the United Par ty had created the C.A.C. The United 
Par ty is the main enemy of t h e people and we must solidly vote 
aeainst it. 

Mr. Gomas: Colour bar legislation was introduced under 
pressure from the Nationalists. 

Mr. Benjamin: We must not vote singly for United Party 
candidates, even if they make verbal pledges t ha t they will right 
against the C.A.C. They have to toe the line of their caucus. 

A vote was taken and Mrs. Gool's amendment rejected. The 
addendum of Mr. Van Schoor was not accepted by Mr. Tabata, 
and fell away. The resolution was carried. 

ORGANISATION. 

Mr. E. C. Roberts (General Committee, Anti-C.A.D. Commit
tee, Cape Town) : The t ime had come to extend the Anti-C.A.D. 
Committee by making it national . The main issue at present is 
the defeat of the C.A.C. So far, our activities have been re 
stricted to this. A union was required of all the people in South 
Africa to fight for those r ights to which we are entitled. We 
want a united movement of ALL people. We need a co-ordinat
ing body to bring about this unity in the movement. The present 
committee had proved itself by the work it had done. We want 
something on similar lines—a nat ional organisation on the same 
lines as the Anti-C.A.D. Committee. A proved organisation is 
w h a t the people want. The Anti-C.A.D. Committee is a proved 
.organisation. If the committee baby could do the work in this 
manner , we have something new in South Africa. I t has by 
£iiper-reasoning power shown t h a t I t can guide the people In the 
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right way. He moved the following resolution: "That this Con
ference appoint a National Anti-C.A.D. and Anti-C.A.C. Com
mittee." 

Mr. Kosanl (Ons Help Genootschap) seconded the resolution. 
The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. B. Richards (Kimberley, Antl-C.A.D. League) moved: 
'That the National Anti-C.A.D. Committee shall be the officially 
recognised mouthpiece in the struggle for the defeat of the C.A.C. 
and the C.A.D." The mover said that we ought not to claim 
extraordinary powers for our committee. That we do not have. 
We must create a sort of parliament, including a cabinet. We 
must give and take and realise our responsibilities. 

Councillor Ahmed Ismail, seconding the resolution, said that 
he agreed with Mr. Richards. In the past our educationalists 
had shown very little interest in the affairs of the non-Europeans 
as a whole. Thanks to Mr. H. Lawrence & Co., the young teachers 
had come forward in force. ALL non-Europeans must stand 
together in this fight. 

The resolution was adopted unanimously. 
Mr. A. Fataar (Livingstone P.S. Union) moved the following 

resolution: "That this Conference urges the establishment of 
local Anti-C.A.D. Committees throughout the Union on the same 
lines as the Central Anti-C.A.D. Committee." Speaking in support 
of the resolution, Mr. Fataar said that branch committees should 
be appointed in different areas, e.g. Anti-C.A.D. Committees are 
at present in operation at Kimberley, Paarl, Strand, Malmesbury, 
Bloemiontein, etc. These local committees can (1) take the lead 
against pro-C.A.C. propaganda and relieve the General Com
mittee of the strain of organising and arranging meetings far 
afield; (2) have two local representatives on the General Com
mittee, if convenient; (3) elect two local representatives (proxies), 
if the latter arrangement is unsatisfactory; (4) appoint cor
responding secretaries, as was done at Kimberley; (5) try to 
raise funds to pay their own way and if possible contribute to the 
expense of bulletins, etc., issued by the Central Committee; (6) 
help in the distribution of pamphlets and other literature; (7) 
intensify the boycott against C.A.C. men in their area. 

Mr. Roberts secondc J the resolution. Referring to his map, 
he said that there must be a green ring around every red dot to 
show that the people are ACTIVELY against the C.A.C. The local 
committees are required as agents to work amongst the people, 
especially the more oppressed sections. We must organise a 
building-up process, and we must build up from the eight million 
people who have not had a chance—the Africans. 

A vote was taken and the resolution was adopted unani
mously. 

The Chairman: It is not possible to form a National Com
mittee now, because regional committees have not been formed 
extensively enough. The National Committee must be fully 
representative of the PEOPLE which in return are represented 
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by delegates from local committees. So far, the teachers and 
professional men have gone amongst the people; the local com
mittees must do likewise. The vast majority of the people are 
unorganised and a National Committee appointed now will not 
be representative of the masses. 

Mr. D. Hoedemaker: Conference must agree tha t this organi
sation must come into being as soon as possible. 

Mr. B. M. Kies suggested t ha t the Central Committee should 
be given powers to draw up recommendations concerning the 
National Committee. 

Mr. M. Kotane asked for a vote on the question. 
Mr. A. Fa taa r said tha t we could not appoint a National 

Committee from this Conference, because the delegates here are 
not from local Anti-C.A.D. Committees, but from various bodies 
and organisations. Much more discussion and education of the 
people is required before this can be done. 

Mrs. Z. Gool felt tha t , according to the wording of the resolu
tion, the National Committee must be appointed at this Con. 
ference. 

The Chairman replied t ha t this could not be done as i t was 
obviously not r ight to appoint the National Committee before 
local Anti-C.A.D. Committees were formed. The National Com
mi t tee must be representative of these local Committees. 

Mr. G. Veldsman asked who constituted the Central Com
mittee and who appointed it. 

The Chairman: The General Committee called this Confer
ence. A National Committee must have a central organisation. 
We w a n t a truly National Anti-C.A.D. Committee, which does not 
exist now. Such a committee cannot be established from above 
ou t of organisations which are not Anti-C.A.D. committees. The 
establishment of the National Committee is entirely dependent 
on the formation of local committees. And this process has to 
be speeded up; speed and more speed is the essential factor. 

Mr. Rah im: Who will do the work in the meantime? 
The Chai rman: Who has been working in the meantime? 
Mr. Hoedemaker: We must accept the policy tha t the C.A.C. 

is not in the interests of the people. If we have no r ight to 
appoint a committee now, we have no right to move this resolu
tion. 

Miss J. Gool: We must first establish a basis. 
Mr. Kosani: A way out of the difficulty would be to move the 

following resolution: "That the existing General Anti-C.A.D. 
Committee, Cape Town, carries on the work until the time is ripe 
for the appointment of a National Anti-C.A.D. Committee." 

Mr. Ahmed Ismail seconded the motion. 
Mr. B. Richards moved an amendment tha t the present 

Working Committee do the work of the National Committee pro
visionally. 
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Mr. Kosani withdrew his resolution in favour of Mr. Richards ' 
amendment . 

Mr. Van Schoor seconded the amendment . 
Mrs. Z. Gool asked for a vote of confidence in the present 

committee to clarify the position. 
Both were carried unanimously. 

FINANCE STATEMENT 
The treasurer, in a review of the financial aspect of t h e 

campaign, pointed out t h a t every penny had come sa 
far from the poor people. To tha t date we had already spent 
almost £200, but our expenses were well over t ha t amount. In 
order to raise sufficient money, all Anti-C.A.D. Committees had 
to raise money by means of— 

(i) Collecting lists, 
(ii) Raffles and sales of work, 

(iv) Anti-C.A.D. house parties, and 
(v) An Anti-C.A.D. concert. 

F e made an urgent appeal for donations in order t ha t the 
campaign might go forward on a national basis. 

GENERAL 
Resolution: Mrs. Z. Gool: "That this Conference will support 

a calling of an All-in National Conference of all sections of the 
sections of the oppressed non-European peoples of South Africa 
for the purpose of creating unity of struggle and fighting for the 
extension of full democratic r ights for the non-European 
people." The N.E.U.F. wants the moral support of the Anti-C.A.D. 
Committee, should the N.E.U.F. find it necessary to sponsor such 
a National Conference. 

Mr. Kosani seconded the resolution. 
Mr. Van Schoor (N.E.U.F., Port Elizabeth) moved an amend

ment : "That this Conference of Anti-C.A.D. organisations gives a 
mandate to the National Committee to take all steps necessary 
for calling a National Conference at which a South African 
national organisations representing all sections of the non-
Europeans will be established for the purpose of achieving full 
democratic rights for the non-European people of South Africa/' 

The Cha i rman: The calling of a National Conference is a 
laborious task and takes time. There is no mandate from the 
people gathered here for the formation of a national organisa
tion. We must clearly understand tha t many national organisa
tions are aililiated to the Anti-C.A.D. movement, and we must 
at THIG stage prevent the breaking up of our front on such a 
controversial issue. We have to concentrate all our energies and 
time to build up the Anti-C.A.D. movement and defeat the C.A.C. 
The delegates are throwing a spanner into the works by bringing 
up this matter . At the very beginning we made this clear. The 
calling of a National Conference at the moment is beyond our 
scope, and discussion on it must be considered out of order. We 
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have a full-time job before us, viz.: to s trengthen ourselves by 
regional district committees throughout the country in order t a 
defeat the C.A.C. 

The amendment was put to the meeting and the Conference 
rejected the amendment 

The resolution of Mrs. Z. Gool was lost also. 
Mr. Van Schoor (N.E.U.F., Port Elizabeth) moved tha t "This 

Conference of Anti-C.A.D. organisations declares itself violently 
opposed to past, present and intended" victimisation of all In
dividuals for, their activity in the Anti-C.A.D. movement, and 
pledges itself to fight the cause of such individuals so victimised." 

This was seconded by Mr. Parry and carried unanimously. 
The following unopposed motions were passed by Mr. Van 

Schoor (N.E.U.F., Port Elizabeth:-— 
1. Tha t this Conference of Anti-C.A.C. organisations, recognis

ing the indivisibility of segregation and colour bar oppression, 
protests vigorously against the mass arrest i of over 10,000 African 
workers in the Transvaal. 

2. Tha t this Conference of Anti-C.A.C. organisations sends 
greetings to the conference of Indian people to protest against 
the Indian Penetrat ion Bill, and expresses solidarity with the 
Indian people in their struggle against segregation and the colour 
bar. 

Mr. Wilson moved t ha t Mr. Kies' address be put in pamphlet 
form and sold at 6d. per copy. 

This was seconded by Mr. E. Viljoen. 
Amendment: T h a t Mr. Parry's speech be incorporated in 

this pamphlet. (By Mr. Van Schoor.) 
Rev. Jason seconded the amendment . 
Mr. B. Richards moved a further amendment tha t this 

mat ter be referred to the General Committee for decision. 
Mr. Richards's amendment was carried. 
Mr. Kotane recommended tha t Dr. Gool be sent on a tour 

throughout South Africa. 
Mr. A. Wilcox passed a vote of thanks to the General Com

mittee for the magnificent work tha t they had done in such a 
short time. We are proud of them, and we hope t ha t they will 
carry on the struggle with the same resolution and int ransi -
geance until the C.A.C. is a thing of the past. 

Mr. A. Ismail moved a loudly applauded vote of thanks to 
the Reception Committee. 
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