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Bavumile was born on 12 June 1%35  in Evaton, the fifth son of a family
of five bovs.

His politisation began 2%t zn early age. He was 1lving in Sharpeville  at
the time of the Sharpevilie shootings in 1%40. In 1567  his family was
forced  to move to Residensia, Residensia  haZ previgusly  beep oz white
arez and Bavumile  rememberc white peopls coming to visit the arer but

or

not entering their old homes simply Dbecause ‘ack families were now  the
pccupante,

In 1577, PBavumile was elected president of the AME’s church’s  Youth
Leggue ant was invofued im arpanging  social and religlous  programmes for
the youth, At the same time he waz 3 Sunday schoo! teacher,

Bavumile’s  first job, in 1975, was as an admissiens  clerk at Vereeniging
Hospital., Later he worked 2t 4ECI a3z a3 tapper until he was  invelved in an
accident At work and feft.

From 1279  until 19282, he worked for the \Vaal Transport  Copporation
and became  active (n the Transpor: and A&llied Workers  Union., He became 2
shop steward as well as serving on its Vaal branch  executive, He was
involved in a work stoppage  (n 1980  where many workers were arrested,
and charged.

In 1982, Bawumile  left the Vaal Transport Corporation o join the Urkan
Training Project as a regional  educator  for the Vaal and Orange Free State,
Hie job involved asessing trade union educational npeeds and developing
an¢ conducting courses for them. He speciziised  in comducting courses oOR

vccupational kealth and safety as well &s coures for other educators.

Bavumile  has alsc had a long history of interest and involvement in civic
mattere, in July 1%80, & year after he acguired  hic own home, RID  rent
increases  were announced. Residents upset about the increases met  at
Bavumile’s  house and deciced not to pay the incrgase  antil they had
received an explanation from the community council. A memorandum Was
drawnh  up, signed b5y 400 recidents and submitted  fo the community
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