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The Race Quest ion in M o d e r n Science—by various writers. 19^6. 
London: Sidgwick and Jackson for Unesco. 373 pp. 17s. 6d. 

THERE was good reason for South Africa's withdrawal from 
Unesco and for the banning in the Union of some Unesco 
literature. Taking the establishment of racial equality as an 
urgent matter of international importance, Unesco has in 
recent years stimulated a number of social scientists to look 
into and report on the educational questions involved in the 
achievement of this avowed aim. This book is the product 
of one such effort. It is an international symposium on various 
aspects of race and race relations, all the nine contributors 
being specialists in the subject. It is now recognized by all 
informed people that races (as distinct from individuals) are 
not unequal in their average mental endowment and poten
tialities, a fact that cannot be proclaimed too often in places 
like South Africa or Kenya or Mississippi. The defenders of 
racial inequality have therefore fallen back on cultural differ
ences in their efforts to keep one race in subjection to another. 
Even then, they have to evade the awkward fact that African 
or Asian or Latin American peoples do not oppose the westerni
zation of their own cultures; on the contrary, they welcome 
the process (especially in the form of industrialization) and 
complain that the colonial powers are reluctant to assist it. 
The people in every under-developed country feel the same way 
as the Bantu do when they are told by their masters that Bantu 
culture must at all costs be preserved and that the way to 
preserve it is by Bantu (not true) education. Those who 
perceive how fraudulent is this type of thought do not deny 
the reality of cultural differences. They simply refuse to make 
these differences the basis of unequal opportunities in education 
and in economic life. 
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These and many other issues are clearly explored in this 
valuable book. The essays are almost uniformly sound in 
quality, but a special word of praise should go- to Dr. Kenneth 
Little of Edinburgh University for his masterly contribution 
on race and society. It is appropriate that an Englishman in 
this company should have the courage to admit the existence 
and the significance of colour prejudice in Britain to-day and 
to trace its roots in the growth of imperialism. It follows 
that as imperialism declines, so does prejudice. 

JULIUS LEWIN 

Rebels Daughters—by E.S. (Solly) Sachs. Published by MacGibbon 
& Kee . 238 p p . 2 i s . 

THIS is a book which should be read widely, particularly by 
trade unionists. They would learn from it how one of the 
largest unions in the country has been organized by hard work, 
persistence and courage on the part of Solly Sachs himself 
and numerous garment workers. And European workers 
would learn that they too are a part of the working class, and 
that there was a time when strikes and other forms of militant 
action alone could put an end to sweated conditions and win 
the wages and status which they now enjoy. One of the most 
striking features of the book is the description of these low 
wages and of the general exploitation that prevailed in the 
industry before Solly Sachs and his comrades achieved their 
notable successes. 

At that time the majority of the workers were Europeans, 
mostly Afrikaner women. To-day, African and Coloured 
workers form the majority, also in the Transvaal. It is a pity 
that Mr. Sachs has given little space to a discussion of these 
newcomers, and so has also largely avoided a discussion of the 
delicate but vital questions relating to the industrial colour 
bar and the relationship between the different groups of workers. 

Mr. Sachs is widely known as a staunch fighter for equality 
and against race discrimination. Yet, it was under his leadership 
that the Coloured garment workers in the Transvaal were 
organized in a separate "No. 2 branch'', which he calls a ' 'parallel 
organization'', that set a pattern to be followed later by other 
unions (p. 119). The Coloured No. 2 branch elected its 
own officials and executive, but, says Mr. Sachs, "by unanimous 
decision agreed to leave the administration of its finances in 
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the hands of the Central Executive Committee". He might 
have added that the C.E.C., which consisted of Whites only, 
had sole control also of negotiations with employers, elections 
of industrial council members, and other aspects of the union 
administration. 

One wonders whv Mr. Sachs sees a difference between this 
j 

arrangement and the policy of General Smuts, which he de
nounces in these words: "His policy of Christian Trusteeship 
towards the African people differed from apartheid only in 
degree, not in substance" (p. 168). Also, what is the difference 
between Mr. Sach's "parallel organization" and the provisions 
in the Nationalist Government's Industrial Conciliation Act 
which compels non-racial (i.e. mixed) registered unions to 
have an all-White executive committee? Mr. Sachs might 
well claim that his invention was followed not only by other 
unions, but also by Ben Schoeman and the Nationalist Party 
Cabinet. 

The weakness of the book reflects the tragedy of Mr. Sachs's 
career as a trade unionist and working class leader. Whilst 
believing in the brotherhood of man, he adopted for tactical 
reasons a policy of opportunism that led him to deny his faith 
and yield to the evil which he was pledged to destroy. That 
may well be written as the epitaph of official White trade union 
policy in South Africa. 

RAY ALEXANDER, 

The Last Trek—by Sheila Patterson. Published by Routledge & Kegan Paul 
Ltd., London. January, 1957. 33 6 PP- vvith chronological table, 
bibliography and index. 28s. 

IN choosing to trace " the development of Boer into Afrikaner, 
of oppressed nationhood into oppressive nationalism", and in 
the end to prophesy its "glorious sunset defeat—if the bulk 
of the Afrikaner nation persists in its arrogant and uncompro
mising white nationalism", Miss Patterson will wait in vain 
for much public praise for her effort in South Africa. No 
people riding the tide of political and economic success will 
listen kindly to a verdict that it has "no future (hence 
the Last Trek) in the world of to-day" because its "uncom
promising values and attitudes are too directly in conflict 
with those of the outside world and with the conditions of 
survival". 'The Last Trek' is, however, not a "sleg-se" book. 
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It doesn't seem to have arisen from malice and is certainly 
not written in accents of bigoted antagonism towards the 
Afrikaner. The writer tries to be as objective as anybody may. 
Consequently she does not hide what she considers commendable 
in the story and character of the Afrikaner; nor does she neglect 
to point out, here and there, how frequently the contemptuous, 
superior, jingoistic, and often unreasonable attitude of the 
victorious English was responsible for a whole set of responses 
which stimulated Afrikaner nationalism in the political, economic 
and cultural field. The book is, nonetheless, "concerned with 
the Afrikaans-speaking group only", and, considering the close 
inter-action of English and Afrikaans aspirations and attitudes, 
one wonders if the story of Boer becoming Afrikaner can 
really be told exhaustively and successfully without the writer's 
covering, in the same volume, and to a greater extent than 
Miss Patterson has done, the concurrent development of South 
African Britisher into English-speaking South African. 

The writer has a keen eye for what is odd and paradoxical 
in Afrikaner life: and although her work contains some factual 

Peter Abrahams 
NOVELS 

Wild Conquest 
A story of the Great Trek, 
written "with vividness and great 
dignity."—c. P. SNOW, Sunday 
Times. 6/-

The Path of Thunder 
"A love story that tragically 
challenges the colour bar."— 
Manchester Guardian. 12/6 

A Wreath for Udomo 
Set in West Africa. "There have 
been (no novels) to equal this 
book for excellence since Joyce 
Cary's Mister Jim." — African 
Affairs. 15/-

AUTOBIOGRATHY 

Tell Freedom 
"The fun of boyhood and the 
sting of injustice . . . realised in 
swift, simple, and expressive 
prose."—New Statesman. 12/6 

Return to Goli 
"A great human story." Observer. 
"Beautifully done."—Manchester 
Guardian. 12/6 

Mine Boy 
A new edition of an early novel 
about life in the backwaters of 
a South African city. 10/6 
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mis-statements and a few more half-truths, many of her obser
vations surprized me and indicate a be t te r insight into present-
day politics in South Africa than that possessed by most of the 
outsiders who have lately tried their hand at an analysis of the 
South African scene. She covers the vast field of the Boer 's 
past history and the Afrikaner's present economic, educational, 
social and political life, at the same t ime presenting the reader , 
in palatable form, wi th a variety of useful statistics and references. 
Her story flows easily, and Miss Patterson has obvious talent. 

She quotes Prof. Ar thur Keppel-Jones as wri t ing of the 
English-speaking South African: " I t is not that we feel a special 
antipathy to Afrikaners. It is merely that whatever contr ibut ion 
we make for the good of South Africa and the wor ld must be 
o u r own contr ibut ion, derived from our own history and tradi
tion and arising spontaneously in our own breasts. W e will 
not wear the cast-off clothes of another m a n " . Is this, I thought , 
reading 'The Last T rek ' , not the whole and simple t ru th about 
the Afrikaans-speaking South African vis-a-vis his English-
speaking compatr io t? O r is he indeed such a difficult and 
different sort of creature? Anyway, to look at oneself as others 
see one, warts and all, is often interesting and seldom unprofi
table. In this spirit, I am sure, many Afrikaners would like to 
look at this latest por t ra i t of themselves, sub-titled " A Study 
of the Boer People and the Afrikaner N a t i o n " . 

J. D . D U P. BASSON, M.P . 

Going Home—by Doris Lesssing. (With illustrations by Paul Hogarth.) 
Michael Joseph. 2^3 pp. 21s. 

D O R I S LESSING spent her childhood in Southern Rhodesia and 

grew up there . In 19^6, after a break of six years, she wen t 
home again. No other wr i t e r can carry her readers wi th her 
to share so vividly the refound delight and sorrow of memories , 
as sight and sound and smell recall them from the past. This 
renegade alone has the power to make a Rhodesian farm real, 
close and dear. But among W h i t e settlers she is a renegade, and 
she has no pity on those who exploit the African people and 
never cease to insult, disparage and abuse them. There is 
no exaggeration in her account of Black or W h i t e . Every 
repor ted saying echoes a hundred in one 's own Rhodesian 
exper ience . From page to page through the book there are 
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splinters of dialogue that tell the whole story of the sad, frus
t ra ted Europeans for w h o m the Federation is a loved and 
dishonoured home , a place in which to find a fortune or a 
land of exile. Each splinter is t rue and pointed as an ar row and 
each brings out the b i t te r feud of Black and W h i t e that made 
the past relentless, and will make the future unforgiving if 
we are not quick to change. 

Change is recorded . " W h e n 1 left home (Rhodesia) everyone 
was saying that the natives must be advanced slowly; the t ime 
was no t r i p e ; you can not civilize barbarians in under a thousand 
years . . . but since the recent events in Kenya, which were 
like a burglar alarm in a r ich house, the intelligent Whi t e s 
are saying: W e must create a small privileged class of Africans 
to cushion W h i t e supremacy. It is what Huggins has been saying 
for years; and n o w it is official po l i cy . " 

W i t h that change there is a change in African demands, 
from equality of privilege for a few to acknowledged rights of 
equal citizenship for all. 

The privileged middle-class Africans are branded as traitors 
almost before they have come into existence. African opinion 
repudiates them and acclaims the masses who must gain freedom 
and political power . This nationalist movement goes against 
all the author ' s belief in the common aims of humanity, but 
her first thought is to condemn the greed, exclusiveness and 
jealousy which produce the poverty among the Africans that 
she describes wi th such terr ible effect and such terribly objec
tive precision. So many who preach multi-racial co-operation 
condone the present poverty. Doris Lessing's condemnation 
is absolute. Her feeling for common humanity has nothing to 
do wi th that appeasement of greed and domination which 
Africans find and despise in Capricorn and Moral Rearmament . 

This book comes at the m o m e n t when Sir Rov Welensky, 
Pr ime Minister of the Federation, has renewed his claims, 
wi th threats renewed as well , for less " i n t e r f e r e n c e " by the 
Colonial Office in the affairs of the Africans, w h o , he complains 
still look to Parliament in the United Kingdom for pro tec t ion . 

Here is a meticulously balanced account of the record in 
" p a r t n e r s h i p " wi th the African people , on which the Federal 
const i tut ion was said to be based. It is on this record that 
Sir Roy's ability to govern the Africans justly must ultimately 
be based. 

C D R . F O X E - P I T T O.B.E. 


