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IT is doubtful if any professedly Christian Government in this 
generation has defied the condemnation of all reputable Christian 
bodies within their own country as long and as consistently as 
the present Government in South Africa. The documentat ion 
of this is impressive. The most vociferous has been the 
Anglican Church and its record can be studied in a pamphlet 
published in 19^3, "Racialism in South Africa", a collection of 
pronouncements by Provincial and Diocesan Synods and from the 
Charges of the Bishops of the Church of the Province, going 
back to 1 9 3 0 . 

O t h e r Churches have enunciated the same principles, in
cluding the Dutch Reformed Church. Indeed the twelve-point 
s tatement put out in August this year by the Reformed 
Ecumenical Synod at Potchefstroom would find general support 
among all denominations. But there is this significant difference, 
that the Anglican pronouncements always apply their principles 
to specific Acts passed by the Legistature, condemning by name 
the Group Areas Act, the Separate Representat ion of Voters 
Act, the Native Urban Areas Amendment Act, the Supressing of 
Communism Act, e tc . , as transgressing certain fundamental 
Christian principles. 

The t ime has now passed when even the Dutch Reformed 
Church could maintain that the Church must no t " i n t e r f e r e " 
in politics. To quote Dr . Ben Marais in the Voorlighter: " I f 
a church is certain that a law, for instance, is in conflict with the 
principles of the W o r d or the doctr ine and practice of the church 
as based on the W o r d , the church must speak . " 

This publication therefore is most t imely. It is a collection 
of Papers from South Africa, i 9^2-19cy , illustrating the 
churches1 search for the will of God. The longest section is 
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devoted to selections from the Bishop of Johannesburg's 
Charges and brings the Anglican position up to date. This is 
followed by a fully documented account, in narrative form of the 
liquidation of Adams College, wr i t ten by its late Principal, the 
Reverend G. C. Grant . One cannot see how any Christian 
body can fail to be moved by this tragic story. 

The rest of the book is devoted to statements from the Roman 
Catholic, the Methodist , the Dutch Reformed Churches, and 
the Christian Council of South Africa. It makes an invaluable 
record, but it would have been enhanced had it rescued from 
oblivion the statement put out by the Society of the Sacred 
Mission when their Training College at Modderpoor t was faced 
wi th the implications of Dr . Verwoerd 's Bantu Education A c t : 
" I f the Minister cannot entrust the training of African teachers to 
Christian Missions, we, as a Christian Mission, cannot and will 
not entrust our land or our buildings to him or to his Depar t 
men t for educational purposes; for we are convinced that the 
t rue welfare of the African people is being denied by vir tue of a 
political theory and educational principles which we affirm to 
be contrary to the Will of G o d . " 

This rin^s with the authentic note of Christian defiance down 
the Ages. " C . T . W . 

Michael Scott 

A TIME TO SPEAK 

I The autobiography of the Anglican priest who has become jl 
II a legend in his own lifetime. It is a book of the first im- I 
I portance and, quite apart from the urgency of the causes jl 
II that it pleads, gives a moving account of life and conditions I 
[ in many parts of Africa. With 2 maps 21/- jl 
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