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HUNGARY AND SOUTH AFRICA 

NOWHERE else in the world was support for the Hungarian 
rebellion more vigorous than in white South Africa. Afrikaans 
students paraded fervently in Pretoria and Stellenbosch against the 
Soviet terror and men and women from the plushest English-
speaking suburbs rushed into the centre of the cities to collect 
and give money for relief. Not since the unmentionable days 
of the Second Front was there such emotional pre-occupation 
with the affairs of Eastern Europe. There could be no doubt that 
white South Africans were profoundly stirred by the reports of 
Hungarian civilians protecting their country with rifles and sticks 
against the tanks and heavy artillery of the Russian army. And 
throughout this convulsion of anger and compassion that seized 
the country, it was sympathy with the ideals of the rebellion that 
provided the strongest stimulant. It was ultimately in the cause 
of freedom and the right of a people to self-determination that 
the students of Pretoria marched in procession through the 
streets and the citizens of Cape Town and Johannesburg so 
generously collected and gave. 

All this must have been greatly puzzling to the millions of black 
South Africans who suffer every day the multitudinous private 
agonies of the oppressed and whose lives in the prison of their 
colour are every bit as bleak and cramped as were those of the 
Hungarians. It is hardly surprising therefore, that many of them 
read the reports of the rebellion in the 'white' press with an 
easy scepticism. It was grotesquely inconsistent that a govern
ment which held them so tightly by the throat should applaud 
the loosening of the strangle-hold on any other subject people. 

Of course there is truth in the remark that the South African 
government and the South African whites would support any 
people, regardless of the issue, which fought against the Soviet 
Union. But this is surely only part of the truth. In the Hungarian 
rebellion, it was the issue itself that gripped white South Africa 
by the heart. Mr. Mikhel Truu, the leader of a group of Stellen
bosch students who volunteered to do relief work among the 
Hungarian refugees in Austria, set the question securely on its 
feet in an article written for the Cape Argus late last year. 
"The Stellenbosch movement to render personal help to the 
Hungarian victims of Communism is founded on the incompati
bility of the ideals of Communism and those of a free world*', he 
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stated. " W e protest against the flagrant destruction of the 
most elementary rights that any human being is entitled to 
possess—personal freedom, free worship, security and family 
life". 

Coming from students at a University usually identified with the 
hunchback ideology of the Nationalist Party, this was a quite 
unexpected stride into the twentieth century, a splendid affir
mation of faith in the rights of man. If it meant indeed precisely 
what it said, here at last was a whisper from out the conscience 
of Afrikanerdom, the first motions of a revulsion against the 
politics of oppression from deep within the vaulted mind of the 
Afrikaner people. Surely those who believed so strongly in the 
right of every human being to personal freedom, security and 
family life would now begin to struggle against its denial in their 
own country. 

A certain 'B.P. ' read Mr. Truu's article and immediately 
replied that the right to personal freedom, security and family 
life was a right persistently denied to the vast majority of South 
Africans and that it would be more fitting if the students at 
Stellenbosch University concentrated their attention upon "the 
flagrant destruction of the most elementary rights that any human 
being is entitled to possess'' taking place so ruthlessly before 
their eyes. Indignantly, together with a fierce and rather 
devious defence of apartheid, Mr. Andre L. Muller, a member of 
the Stellenbosch movement, wrote back: "If B.P. still feels that 
there is a suppression of individual freedoms in South Africa 
nothing prevents him from thinking so—just as nothing prevents 
the Stellenbosch and University of Cape Town students from 
thinking that this is the case in Hungary. B.P. should realize that 
everybody does not necessarily have the same political outlook as he has''. 

This was not a reply, it was a revelation. Here at last was the 
soul of South Africa, stripped and standing out in the open. For 
freedom in South Africa is not an absolute right, to be enjoyed 
by all men as their natural portion. It is a matter of political 
outlook, and " the elementary rights that any human being is 
entitled to possess'' remain rights only this side of the colour line. 
Crossing over, they shrink into presumptions and provocations. 

The truth is that the normal white South African does not 
think in terms of freedom at all when he thinks in terms of 
Africans or Indians or Coloureds. Hungary and South Africa 
present totally different issues to his mind because Hungary is 
white and white men are born to certain unalienable rights. If 
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non-whites were white they also would be human beings and 
entitled to possess personal freedom, security and family life. 
This is the reason so many whites in South Africa are so aston
ished when they read or hear the accusation that non-whites in 
South Africa are oppressed. For oppression entails a moral 
judgment and the whites do not judge the non-whites morally. 
Where no rights are admitted, no oppression can be acknow
ledged. 

And so, in this midnight world of moral schizophrenia, what 
would be a massacre of unarmed civilians in Hungary becomes 
police action to restore law and order in an African township. 
The inhumanity of mass deportations in Eastern Europe becomes 
the policy of separate development and the removal of black 
spots from urban areas. The indoctrination of helpless white 
children in Hungary is that brutal effacement of personality 
essential to the continued existence of the police state. The 
indoctrination of black children in South Africa is Bantu 
Education. This is the reason that the Hungarian rebellion was 
for all white South Africa the heroic struggle of a desperate 
people for freedom and self-determination, and riots in our 
African locations are irresponsible outbursts of savagery stimu
lated by agitators and Communists for their own ends. It has 
been said that most white South Africans have very pliable con
sciences. In fact, of course, when they think of Africans or Indians 
or Coloureds, they have no consciences at all. 

And so the South African government, without seeing anything 
bizarre in its gesture, grants a token £2^,000 for the relief of 
Hungarian refugees. The impudent hypocrisy of one tyranny's 
assisting, in the name of freedom, the victims of another, makes 
one wonder at the extent to which even the South African 
government is capable of moral effrontery. It cannot be believed 
that the Minister of Justice, by whose edicts so many men have 
been prohibited from expressing their political convictions, can 
remain chastely unaware of the work of his Department. Yet 
in his New Year message to the country, he declared that we 
should all thank God that South Africans were living in a free 
country and should consider ourselves lucky and be grateful that 
we lived in such a South Africa. The picture of nine million 
Africans sinking onto their knees in thunderous gratitude for the 
liberties they enjoy in South Africa is a profoundly improbable 
one. And the kindest thing one can say about its author is that 
he is living in a moral dream-world of his own. 
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And so white South Africa deceives itself perpetually, deceiving 
itself nowhere so completely as in its faith that the non-whites 
too are taken in by the moral fraud. The whites may not think 
of the Africans and Indians and Coloured people in terms of 
rights and freedoms at all. But the non-whites do. They know 
that they are oppressed and they know to what rights as men 
they are naturally entitled. If the government does not see 
reason in time and continues to reply to their cries for liberty 
with batons and sten-guns, bannings and prison sentences, if its 
only reaction to the suffering of the non-white peoples is to 
increase it, one day sooner or later what has happened in Hungary 
may happen in South Africa too. And the men and women of 
South Africa who have never known what it is to order their 
lives in freedom, may take for themselves what they have so 
brutally for so long been denied. And when that happens, not 
the least tragic aspect of it all will be the utter moral astonish
ment of most of the white population. Not even in the final 
disaster that they are so scrupulously preparing for themselves, 
will they understand. 



"FLIGHT TO FREEDOM" 
Caption above a front page picture in the Cape Argus of Hungarian refugees arriving at 

Jan Smuts Airport, Johannesburg, to settle in South Africa. 



In view of the great interest shown by the public in the Preparatory 
Examination now being held in Johannesburg of i ^6 persons on charges 
of High Treason, we reproduce a statement made by Adv. V. C. Berrange 
in Court in reply to the Opening Address by the Public Prosecutor. 

I, as one of the Counsel for the Defence, have tried to ana
lyse the opening address by the Crown Prosecutor in an 
endeavour to ascertain what the Crown proposes to prove, 
and, it would appear that, crisply and in general terms, the 
following allegations are made by the Crown. 

FIRST: That the various organizations mentioned by the 
Crown Prosecutor, which are alleged to constitute the Nation
al Liberation Movement, by resolutions taken, decisions made 
and by the conduct of their office bearers and followers, 
decided jointly to associate themselves in convening a Con
gress for the purpose of adopting and thereafter implementing 
a Charter for the Union of South Africa, in which, it is alleged, 
provision is made for a new form of government and state 
apparatus differing radically from that which presently 
obtains in our country. 

SECONDLY: That in so preparing for such a Congress 
speeches were made by some of the accused and other mem
bers of these organizations, resolutions were taken, propa
ganda was put out, and lectures were given which, the Crown 
alleges, indicate that the alleged change in the form of govern
ment envisaged in the Freedom Charter would be brought 
about by force and violence and by violent revolutionary 
methods. 

THIRDLY: That, in so endeavouring to achieve these ends 
of bringing about changes in the political, industrial, social 
or economic spheres, guidance and/or assistance would be 
sought, and would be forthcoming, from outside countries or 
institutions whose object, it must necessarily be alleged and 
proved, is to establish a system of government in the Union 
based on the dictatorship of the proletariat with a one-party 
system of government. 

FOURTHLY: That the accused in advocating the estab
lishment of a different and new form of government encou
raged hostility between the Black and White races of this 
country. 

The Defence, when it comes to deal with the Freedom 
Charter and its aims and objects will strenuously repudiate 
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any suggestion that the terms of the Charter are treasonable 
or criminal. On the contrary, the Defence will contend that 
the ideas and beliefs which are expressed in this Charter, 
although repugnant to the policy of present government, are 
such as are shared by the overwhelming majority of mankind 
of all races and colours and also by the overwhelming major
ity of the citizens of this country and are, in any event, 
unexceptionable both in the criminal and in the social and 
ethical sense. 

It will readily be conceded that the implementation of 
those aspirations and ideals which are expressed in the Free
dom Charter is the aim and object of the Congress Organiza
tions—they do not apologise for this aim; on the contrary, 
they declare it. 

We will endeavour to show that what is on trial here are not 
just 156 individuals but the ideas which they and thousands 
of others in our land have openly espoused and expressed. 

Evidence will be adduced for the purpose of proving that 
it has at no time been an aim of the so-called Liberation 
Movement, and the organizations which allegedly comprise 
it, to bring about changes in government by subversive 
means or by force and violence. We will establish, I hope, to 
the satisfaction of this Court, that the advocacy of the use of 
extra-parliamentary methods to bring about desired changes 
does not mean that force and violence and subversion were 
intended or understood to be essential ingredients of such 
methods. 

If indeed any statements advocating the use of force and 
violence are proven by the Crown to have been made by any 
of the accused or by any other persons outside the ranks of 
the accused then such statements, it will be submitted, are 
not indicative of the policy of the organizations named by the 
Crown, cannot be laid at their doors, and do not and cannot 
criminally implicate those accused persons who took no part 
in, nor associated themselves with, the utterance thereof. 
Towards the end of his address the Crown Prosecutor quoted a 
certain statement in which, inter alia, a call was made for money 
to buy machine guns, in which suggestions were made that 
there would be blood in Sophiatown and that the "Dutch" 
must be killed. Significantly no individual was cited as being 
the author of these sentiments, the time and place of their 
utterance were withheld. That being so, it makes it impossible 
for the Defence at this stage to deal with this aspect of the 
Crown's allegations, other than to state that if these were the 
views of the speaker then they do not represent the views of 
the body of the accused nor of those organizations which they 
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represent—and .'we shall, during the course of these proceed
ings, challenge the Crown to prove anything to the contrary. 

In reply to the allegations that assistance was sought from 
countries outside the Union to bring about the changes 
envisaged I do not want at this stage to say more than that 
extracts taken from documents and speeches which have 
been already referred to have been inaccurately taken out of 
their context and as a result of not being fully quoted bear a 
meaning which is not justified. [As an example I would refer 
to page 11 of the Crown Prosecutor's address "Quote". We 
shall ask you to compare this with what will be shown in 
evidence to be the complete and the accurate text—this reads 
as follows "Quote".] 

I am, of course, convinced that the Crown Prosecutor in so 
garbling the original text did so without knowledge of the 
true contents of the document and I say this on the assumption 
that his attention was never directed to the original and that 
he was in all good faith reading what had been prepared for 
him. 

But if it is necessary to give the lie to the allegation that 
assistance was to be sought and would be forthcoming from 
outside countries then the document which I have just read 
fulfils that function. 

Many other documents and statements will be referred to 
by the defence which will similarly negative the allegations 
made by the Crown and expose their falsity. 

For some reason not quite clear to me it was stated that sev
eral of the accused had visited countries behind the so-called 
"Iron Curtain" and also the Bandung Conference. It is quite 
true that certain of the accused have visited such countries— 
it is also true that they visited countries in Western Europe. 
As far as I am aware it has not yet become a crime in this 
country to make visits to such countries overseas. That is 
vjhy I say the reason for this statement being made by the 
Crown Prosecutor is not clear to me—unless, of course, it is 
going to be said in evidence that the reason for these visits 
was to secure assistance and aid from overseas countries. If 
that be the Crown case then it needed to be said by the Prose
cutor in his opening. If that is not his case then I can find no 
justification for, nor relevance in, his reference to these 
visits. 

It is clearly implied that there is something sinister in the 
fact that some of the accused have travelled abroad and have 
visited countries such as China, the U.S.S.R. and other places 
in Eastern Europe. This is a matter of public record and the 
defence will show that no attempt was made to conceal these 
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visits; nor will any apology be made for such visits. My 
clients believe in the need for closer friendly relationships 
between the people of all countries in order to preserve world 
peace. The defence will show that in the period covered by 
this trial they have acted in the light of these beliefs. 

The Crown also alleges that the accused have put forward a 
scheme or advocated a system which aims at the encouragement 
of hostility between the black and the white races of the coun
try. This, too, is an averment which the accused will show to 
be false. It has at all times been the policy of all the organi
zations mentioned by the Crown Prosecutor to advance along 
the road which they have chosen in a body in which all races, 
all beliefs, and all creeds are united. Where certain persons 
may have sought a solution for their feelings of frustration 
and desperation by advocating a policy of narrow nationalism 
the leaders in the organizations affected have been speedy and 
vocal in their repudiation thereof. My clients have one 
and all advanced a policy of racial unity in the struggle for 
democratic rights and freedoms. The text of the Freedom 
Charter is in itself sufficient corroboration of this statement. 

Evidence will be led to establish that the accused and the 
organizations concerned have at all times done all that is in 
their power to draw the various racial groups together, 
to make each group understand that its interests cannot be 
furthered where a spirit of racial antagonism exists, to make 
each group appreciate the needs of the other and not only 
its own needs—and, in short, to create race-harmony and 
mutual assistance and co-operation. 

And not only did my clients and the organizations to which 
they belong preach race harmony—they went further and 
assiduously called for world peace and the settlement of all 
international disputes by negotiation—not war. If this be 
treasonable or criminal then my clients already stand con
victed. 

It has been alleged by the Crown Prosecutor that the holding 
of the Congress of the People and the adoption of the Freedom 
Charter were steps taken in the direction of the establishment 
of a Communist State and a necessary prelude to revolution. 

How the Crown proposes to prove this allegation has also 
not been made clear to us, and until we are told what evidence 
is alleged to be probative thereof we cannot comment on this 
statement other than to give a flat denial. This is not the time 
to enter into a polemic as to the meaning of such words as 
Communism, Democracy and Revolution. One thought, 
however, immediately occurs—How does the Crown make 
consistent its suggestion that it was intended to establish a 
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Communist State with the statement which alleges that it was 
an aim of the accused to encourage hostility between the 
black and white races ? The Crown Prosecutor himself stated 
that the communist credo is based on the antagonism between 
classes and not between races. However the Crown may know 
better and in due course we shall see how the Crown disposes 
of this conflict in its presentation of the case. 

I desire to say no more now as to which allegations made 
by the Crown will be disputed and repudiated by the 
Defence. . . . 

That this is no ordinary trial can be gathered from the fact 
that the accused are in themselves no ordinary persons— 
they constitute a cross-section of the members of our popu
lation—in their ranks are to be found M.P.'s, Clergymen, 
Lawyers, Journalists, Students, Clerical Workers and Labour
ers. They come of all races but all of them hold one thing in 
common, despite the fact that they have different and differ
ing political affiliations, and that is a belief in the brotherhood 
of man and a desire to work for his betterment and towards 
his ultimate freedom. 

This is no ordinary trial if one has regard to the crude and 
jack-boot manner in which the arrests were effected. . . . 

A battle of ideas has indeed been started in our country; a 
battle in which on the one side—the accused will allege— 
are poised those ideas which seek equal opportunities for, and 
freedom of thought and expression by, all persons of all races 
and creeds and, on the other side, those which deny to all 
but a few the riches of life, both material and spiritual, which 
the accused aver should be common to all. . . . 
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'Africa South' was founded to provide an international 
forum for study and discussion of the problems of Africa, in 
particular those agitating that part south of the Sahara. From 
the beginning, it set itself to stir its readers into an awareness 
of the agonies and aspirations of the many millions that make 
up Africa, and by arousing opinion everywhere against the 
numberless wrongs done daily in the name of civilization, to 
help build Africa anew in the image of justice. We believe 
that 'Africa South' is performing an essential service in this, 
that it should continue to speak out against barbarism both 
black and white, with its tyranny of colour, and strive to bring 
at last to all Africa that free participation by all men in their 
government that constitutes the heart-beat of the truly just 
society. While loyal to these principles, we are attached to 
no particular party, as a glance at our International Sponsor
ship Committee will show. Rather is 'Africa South' an attempt 
at creating a Democratic Front of ideas, in which all may share 
who accept those general principles for which the magazine 
was founded to fight. In addition, we have aimed to provide 
a home for the literature of Africa, to give something of the 
promise of what African literature will one day so lushly be if 
it is allowed and encouraged to grow. 

Because of its very nature, it is impossible that such a 
magazine should ever pay its own way. Printing costs to-day 
make public subsidy essential if a magazine of the type of 
'Africa South' is to be maintained. We have subsidized 
'Africa South' ourselves for three issues now. We cannot 
continue to do so for very much longer. On the support of 
our readers will depend the magazine's continued existence 
and the part it is attempting to play in the building of a new 
Africa. When we started out we were told that a magazine 
as 'serious' as 'Africa South' could not succeed. If there is 
anything of value in what 'Africa South' has set itself to do, 
its readers cannot let it fail. 

For the information of our readers, we reproduce opposite the full text of the 
Freedom Charter, one of the important exhibits in the Treason Inquiry. 



THE FREEDOM CHARTER 
We, the people of South Africa, declare for all our country 
and the world to know— 

That South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and 
white, and that no government can justly claim authority 
unless it is based on the will of all the people; 

That our people have been robbed of their birthright to 
land, liberty and peace by a form of government founded 
on injustice and inequality; 

That our country will never be prosperous or free until all 
our people live in brotherhood, enjoying equal rights and 
opportunities; 

That only a democratic state, based on the will of all the 
people, can secure to all their birthright without distinction 
of colour, race, sex or belief; 

And therefore, we, the people of South Africa, black and 
white together-—equals, countrymen and brothers—adopt 
this Freedom Charter. And we pledge ourselves to strive to
gether, sparing nothing of our strength and courage, until 
the democratic changes here set out have been won. 

THE PEOPLE SHALL GOVERN 

Every man and woman shall have the right to vote for and 
to stand as a candidate for all bodies which make laws; 

All people shall be entitled to take part in the administration 
of the country; 

The rights of the people shall be the same, regardless of 
race, colour or sex; 

All bodies of minority rule, advisory boards, councils and 
authorities shall be replaced by democratic organs of self-
government. 

ALL NATIONAL GROUPS SHALL HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS 

There shall be equal status in the bodies of state, in the 
courts and in the schools for all national groups and races; 

All people shall have equal right to use their own languages 
and to develop their own folk culture and customs; 

All national groups shall be protected by law against insults 
to their race and national pride; 

The preaching and practice of national, race or colour dis
crimination and contempt shall be a punishable crime; 

All apartheid laws and practices shall be set aside. 
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THE PEOPLE SHALL SHARE IN THE COUNTRY'S WEALTH 

The national wealth of our country, the heritage of all 
South Africans, shall be restored to the people; 

The mineral wealth beneath the soil, the Banks and mono
poly industry shall be transferred to the ownership of the 
people as a whole; 

All other industry and trade shall be controlled to assist the 
well-being of the people; 

All people shall have equal rights to trade where they 
choose, to manufacture and to enter all trades, crafts and pro
fessions. 

THE LAND SHALL BE SHARED AMONG THOSE WHO WORK 
IT 

Restriction of land ownership on a racial basis shall be 
ended, and all the land redivided amongst those who work it, 
to banish famine and land hunger; 

The State shall help the peasants with implements, seed, 
tractors and dams to save the soil and assist the tillers; 

Freedom of movement shall be guaranteed to all who work 
on the land; 

All shall have the right to occupy land wherever they 
choose; 

People shall not be robbed of their cattle, and forced labour 
and farm prisons shall be abolished. 

ALL SHALL BE EQUAL BEFORE THE LAW 

No-one shall be imprisoned, deported or restricted without 
a fair trial; 

No-one shall be condemned by the order of any Government 
official; 

The courts shall be representative of all the people; 
Imprisonment shall be only for serious crimes against the 

people, and shall aim at re-education, not vengeance; 
The police force and army shall be open to all on an equal 

basis and shall be the helpers and protectors of the people; 
All laws which discriminate on grounds of race, colour or 

belief shall be repealed. 

ALL SHALL ENJOY EQUAL HUMAN RIGHTS 

The law shall guarantee to all their right to speak, to 
organise, to meet together, to publish, to preach, to worship 
and to educate their children; 
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The privacy of the house from police raids shall be pro

tected by law; 
All shall be free to travel without restriction from country

side to town, from province to province, and from South 
Africa abroad; 

Pass Laws, permits and all other laws restricting these free
doms shall be abolished. 

THERE SHALL BE WORK AND SECURITY 

All who work shall be free to form trade unions, to elect 
their officers and to make wage agreements with their employ
ers; 

The state shall recognise the right and duty of all to work, 
and to draw full unemployment benefits; 

Men and women of all races shall receive equal pay for 
equal work; 

There shall be a forty-hour working week, a national mini
mum wage, paid annual leave, and sick leave for all workers, 
and maternity leave on full pay for all working mothers; 

Miners, domestic workers, farm workers and civil servants 
shall have the same rights as all others who work; 

Child labour, compound labour, the tot system and contract 
labour shall be abolished. 

THE DOORS OF LEARNING AND OF CULTURE SHALL BE 
OPENED 

The Government shall discover, develop and encourage 
national talent for the enhancement of our cultural life; 

All the cultural treasures of mankind shall be open to all, 
by free exchange of books, ideas and contact with other lands; 

The aim of education shall be to teach the youth to love 
their people and their culture, to honour human brother
hood, liberty and peace; 

Education shall be free, compulsory, universal and equal 
for all children; 

Higher education and technical training shall be opened to 
all by means of State allowances and scholarships awarded on 
the basis of merit; 

Adult illiteracy shall be ended by a mass State education 
plan; 

Teachers shall have all the rights of other citizens; 
The colour bar in cultural life, in sport and in education 

shall be abolished. 
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THERE SHALL BE HOUSES, SECURITY AND COMFORT 

All people shall have the right to live where they choose, 
to be decently housed, and to bring up their families in 
comfort and security; 

Unused housing space to be made available to the people; 
Rent and prices shall be lowered, food plentiful and no-one 

shall go hungry; 
A preventive health scheme shall be run by the State; 
Free medical care and hospitalisation shall be provided for 

all, with special care for mothers and young children; 
Slums shall be demolished, and new suburbs built where all 

have transport, roads, lighting, playing fields, creches and 
social centres; 

The aged, the orphans, the disabled and the sick shall be 
cared for by the State; 

Rest, leisure and recreation shall be the right of all; 
Fenced locations and ghettoes shall be abolished, and laws 

which break up families shall be repealed. 

THERE SHALL BE PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP 

South Africa shall be a fully independent state, which re
spects the rights and sovereignty of all nations; 

South Africa shall strive to maintain world peace and the 
settlement of all international disputes by negotiation—not 
war; 

Peace and friendship amongst all our people shall be secured 
by upholding the equal rights, opportunities and status of all; 

The people of the protectorates—Basutoland, Bechuanaland 
and Swaziland—shall be free to decide for themselves their 
own future; 

The right of all the peoples of Africa to independence and 
self-government shall be recognised, and shall be the basis 
of close co-operation. 

Let all who love their people and their country now say, 
as we say here: "These freedoms we will fight for, side by 
side, throughout our lives, until we have won our liberty." 



JOHANNESBURG DIARY 
GORDON SAUNDERSON 

Staff9 Sunday Times. 

ANOTHER "emergent Africa'' phase is at work in Johannesburg. 
White thoughts, where whites think, are again being directed 
beyond the African present of pass, prison and voetsak to the 
days when the non-white community will be granted rights as 
citizens. 

On one day in January . . . 
One hundred and fifty men and women, most of them educated 

Africans, sat in a military hall in Johannesburg, undergoing 
preparatory examination on allegations of treason. Outside the 
hall £00 policemen deployed, swung arrogant batons and in their 
more leisurely moments laughed and grinned together like the 
crowd of back-veld youngsters that they were. African spectators 
were dispersed whenever they knotted into a crowd. 

Ten miles away and a few hours earlier, about 2^,000 Africans 
had walked, cycled, ridden in taxis or private cars, cadged lifts 
on trucks or donkey carts, from their homes in steamy Alexandra 
Township, 10 miles from the heart of the city, to their work. 
They would not catch buses to work, and they would not catch 
them home again. A penny had been added to the single fare of 
4d.—and the bus boycott was on. Within two days it was 
100% effective. No reports of the intimidation of prospective 
passengers were made. 

In a private home in Johannesburg an African "washgirl"— 
a woman engaged to spend a day a week washing and ironing the 
week's laundry — looked at the pile of sheets, shirts, serviettes 
and towels and almost scornfully asked, "Where 's the washing 
machine?" There was none. So without apology — her action 
in tiny individual form a declaration of independence in her own 
life — she left the house. The white housewife did the week's 
washing herself. 

And in Main Street, Johannesburg, a hatted, suede-shoed and 
smartly-dressed African man of perhaps 3^ jive-stepped along 
the pavement singing to himself "Nuttin' But a Hound-Dog". 
He was an Elvis Presley fan and liked rock 'n roll. 

In the melange of African growth, it is possible to spotlight 
an incident out of all proportion to its significance. But all over 
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the Reef such sparks of what can be called progress, some small 
and some big, are visible. 

The leash which the whites feel so necessary for their own 
safety is again being felt as a restraint. 

Dramatic interest has at least temporarily departed from a hear
ing which the spokesman for the defending counsel, Mr. V. C. 
Berrange, likened to a political plot comparable with the period 
of the Inquisition or the Reichstag fire trial in Germany. 

It was not an ordinary case, said Mr. Berrange, in comment on 
" the crude and jackboot manner in which the arrests of the 
people before the court were effected". 

Almost as if to point up his moral, the presiding magistrate, 
Mr. F. C. A. Wessel, asked, "What manner?' ' And Mr. 
Berrange hammered home his point. "Jackboot methods, s ir ," 
he said. 

It was outside the court that the jackboots had trodden hard on 
December 17 and 18. 

A seasonal industrial shut-down over the few weeks of Christ
mas had left thousands of African men and women at a loose end 
for activity and entertainment. Some of them got it outside the 
Drill Hall where bullets zizzed, batons thudded, stones were 
flung, cops grinned and Africans got hit. 

There has been a tendency to over-estimate the importance of 
December's events outside the Drill Hall. Subsequent quietness 
has shown that the police "demonstration of strength" was 
just another round in the old South African game of "police 
versus Africans" (albeit one of the games most threatening to 
future law and order in the country). Tempers on both sides rose 
only during the actual violence, not before and not afterwards. 

The police won — but not without loss of dignity. The word 
picture of a beefy police officer dashing down the street shouting 
to his men, "Stop that firing," had its touch of humour. 
Equally telling was the incident of the young constables' being 
lined up after the unordered firing, the ones who had fired 
being asked to step forward to have their names taken — and 
then the revolvers and ammunition of those who had not stepped forward 
being checked just in case everybody was not telling the truth. 

The police officers probably knew their men best; but suffice 
it to say that Pressmen who saw the violence were emphatic 
that the police were at fault in their handling of an admittedly 
difficult situation. There were few good words said for the way 
out that the police took. 
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From the "Treason Court", where politics are paramount, 

to Alexandra Township is a little more than 10 miles. But it 
must represent 1,000 miles of discouragement to supporters of 
the apartheid-minded Nationalist Government who have believed 
in the effectiveness of the "wither-away-the-African-leadership" 
tactic. 

With, presumably, the "cream" of their leadership in the 
Treason Court or silenced by banning and other Government 
orders, including exile, the residents of Alexandra Township, 
Sophiatown (and also Lady Selborne Township in Pretoria), 
have organised, made effective and kept orderly a boycott of all 
Public Utility Transport Corporation passenger buses. 

From the first mooting of the boycott — the issue being the 
one-penny rise in the fare of 4d. — the situation had serious 
overtones. Perhaps "serious" is not a strong enough word; 
"critical" perhaps described the potentialities of the boycott 
better. 

For the Africans the boycott, once started, had to be won. If 
the boycott struggle were lost, it would be a perhaps decisive 
setback. 

For the Nationalists the boycott had to be broken: there could 
be no concession — as indeed the whole apartheid philosophy 
of the Nationalists makes concession to African requests im
possible. 

That much was apparent from the first day that the Africans 
started walking instead of riding in PUTCO buses. 

What was not so apparent was that on January 18 the Governor-
General was to announce that legislation would be introduced 
during the January-June Parliamentary session to increase the 
poll tax paid by all male Africans. 

If the bus boycott is protracted and eventually needs its scope 
enlarged so as not to get bogged down in sheer longevity, then 
a boycott of the new tax increase would be a logical field for the 
extension of the boycott movement. 

And that would be major white-black show-down material. 
Another lesson learned from the bus boycott, even in its 

early stages, is that it is on economic issues that the Africans of 
South Africa are able to secure that mass action which is the bad 
dream of the white baasskap (mastery) adherents. 

One hundred per cent effectiveness was quickly achieved in 
the boycott. There was in the African mind a fear of reprisals 
for breaking the boycott, even though the threat may not have 
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been loudly proclaimed by the boycott leaders. 
In other words, there is intimidation — but it is intimidation 

of the trade union type, the intimidation which makes a South 
Wales coal miner shy away from becoming a "black-leg*' when 
his fellow unionists call a strike. 

That in itself is an African step-forward towards what might be 
called an "industrial psychology". It is a token of the future 
and another sign of developing African maturity. 

There is one more factor in the boycott situation which (at the 
time of writing) deserves comment. With negotiations on issues 
such as this whittled down to nil, with other means of expression 
proved useless or disallowed, the boycott has become possibly 
the sole African weapon in the struggle of the Black community to 
have its voice heard and its wishes considered. 

And if a boycott is started, as was the bus boycott, in the spirit 
of " W e will not give up — we will walk for months if neces
sary' ' ; and the automatic reaction of the Government authorities, 
as has been the Nationalist reaction, is " W e will not be intimi
dated", then there is little ground for compromise. 

The whole picture presents a rather stormy prospect. 

JOHANNESBURG MINES 
LANGSTON HUGHES 

In the Johannesburg mines 
There are 240,000 natives working. 

What kind of poem 
Would you make out of that ? 

240,000 natives working 
In the Johannesburg mines. 



THE WHITE LIBERALS AND THE 
TREASON ARRESTS 

VIOLAINE JUNOD 
Lecturer in Native Law and Administration, 

University of Natal. 

SOUTH AFRICAN whites tend to think of opposition to the 
governing party, i.e. political opposition, in the purely parlia
mentary sense. But with the increasingly ruthless removal of 
the political rights which the non-whites at one time enjoyed1, 
another opposition has been steadily growing up—an extra-
parliamentary opposition, increasing in strength as each new 
group found itself shut out from normal parliamentary channels 
of political expression. 

At first this extra-parliamentary opposition was exclusively 
non-white and white liberals never identified themselves actively 
with it in any of its protests. In the twenties, with the formation 
of the Communist Party, a few whites joined its ranks. Although 
their numbers were small in relation to the total white group, 
the importance of their participation was to give this opposition 
a truly inter-racial character, i.e. to lift the conflict out of the 
racial into the ideological field. 

The process gathered momentum in the thirties when white 
trade union leaders became active in the formation and creation 
of both non-white and mixed trade unions2. The war years saw 
a decline in activity on this front. But by the mid-forties there 
was a rebirth, and after the election of the Nationalist Govern
ment in 1948, the inter-racial political front gathered con
siderable strength. The 19^2-^3 Defiance Campaign brought 
together groups, mainly African and Indian, which had hitherto 
kept a mutually suspicious distance. The threat to the Coloureds 
of removal from the common electoral roll, and their final 
removal last year, completed the non-white united front. 

Throughout this period the white liberals, who until 19^3 had 

1 The Indians were disenfranchised in the Natal Colony in 1896. The Africans of the 
Cape were removed from the common roll in 1936 and given 3 European seats in the 
House of Assembly. For the entire Union a system of electoral colleges was devised 
which entitled Africans to send white representatives to the Senate. After the passing 
of the Senate Act the Coloureds were removed from the common roll and are to be 
given separate representation. 
2 Deprived as they are of parliamentary channels of political expression, non-whites 
have used trade unions as political pressure groups. African trade unions to this day are 
not legally recognized. This does not apply to the Indian and Coloured unions. 
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no real political home3, tended to function outside this front. 
For example, in the anti-Pass campaign of the 'thirties, the 
resistance to the famous Hertzog Acts of 1936, and the 1946 
Passive Resistance Campaign of the Indians to the "Pegging'' 
Act, those whites who did participate, small in numbers, were 
for the most part members of the then still recognized and legal 
Communist Party, close fellow travellers and militant liberals 
whom "respectable" liberals tended to disown. 

The term liberal, in the South African context, is a very 
elastic one. Its definition in South Africa is primarily based on a 
repudiation of the colour bar and the repressive legislation 
which enforces it, and the term would cover those with possibly 
widely differing views on other national and international 
political problems. And it covers both "political" and "social" 
liberals. Political liberals are those prepared to enter the 
political arena, both parliamentary and extra-parliamentary. 
The social liberals prefer to work in the non-political field, for 
example through organizations such as the South African 
Institute of Race Relations, the Penal Reform League, the 
various welfare organizations and church bodies, believing that 
in this manner more can be achieved for the liberal cause. 
The former are more militant than the latter, and there is 
frequently a marked division of opinion between the two, 
particularly regarding tactics and method. 

Militant liberals have always been very small in numbers, but 
this has not prevented them from wielding an influence out of 
all proportion to their numbers. All of them are well known 
household names to-day: for example, the Reverend Michael 
Scott, Father Trevor Huddleston and Mr. Patrick Duncan. 
Each, in his own way, has identified actively with the non-
whites in their struggle. The activities of Father Trevor Huddle
ston are legion and number amongst them one of the bravest 
and most effective protests against the Bantu Education Act. 
The Reverend Michael Scott's name will long be linked with 
that of the Bethal farm labourers and the 1946 Indian Passive 
Resistance campaign. Mr. Pat Duncan went to jail for an act of 
"defiance" during the 19^2 Defiance Campaign. 

The Nationalist Government's administrative and legislative 
actions have made it perfectly clear that it is prepared to adopt 
extreme measures against those groups of persons or individuals 

3 In that year the Liberal Party of South Africa was formed. It is the only political 
party with an inter-racial membership, which now totals some 1,700 South Africans. 
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it regards as its opponents. It has taken to itself arbitrary powers 
of punishment and adopted insiduous but most effective tech
niques of intimidation. This has placed the white liberal in 
particular in a dilemma, as will be shown later. Nonetheless 
the process of identification of liberals with non-white groups 
has both increased and gathered momentum. 

Co-operation between the five main organizations concerned 
in the Treason arrests4, has been a matter of course and policy 
over the last five or six years. Though each, apart from 
S.A.C.T.U., represents a particular racial section of the South 
African community, they have joined issue on all matters 
affecting the non-whites. Many of their members have either 
been ' 'named'' or banned or both, and a very large number 
went to jail during the 19^2-^3 Defiance Campaign. They form 
the core of the militant extra-parliamentary opposition. On 
the fringes have stood the churches, both white and non-white, 
and political parties such as the Labour and Liberal Parties. 
The latter co-operated on certain specific issues, but on the 
whole preferred to maintain their identity as separate groups, 
issuing separate statements and taking separate action when and 
if deemed necessary. It would probably be very near the truth 
to say that differences in outlook, in regard to the interpretation 
of the South African scene, but more particularly, differences in 
emphasis concerning the most suitable action to be taken at 
any given time and place, kept these two currents apart: the one 
militant, and joined from time to time by a few militant liberals, 
the other more cautious and hesitant. 

Nonetheless examples of co-operation between these two 
streams were becoming more and more a matter of practical 
politics. An admirable example of this co-operative effort is to 
be seen in the opposition to the Group Areas Act and its imple
mentation. In Natal the N.I.C. called a Group Areas Conference 
in July last year. The Conference was opened by Mr. Lovell, 
Labour M.P., and attended by a strong Liberal Party delegation, 
including its National Chairman, Mr. Alan Paton, its two 
Deputy-Chairmen and a number of office bearers. A result of 
this Conference was the formation of a very active Vigilance 

4 The African National Congress (A.N.C.) ; the South African Indian Congress (S.A.I.C.) 
with two branches the Natal Indian Congress (N.I.C.) and Transvaal Indian Congress 
(T.I .C.); the 'white ' Congress of Democrats (C .O .D . ) ; the South African Coloured 
Peoples Organization (S.A.C.P.O.) and the South African Congress of Trade Unions 
(S.A.C.T.U.). These five organizations are generally referred to as the Congress Move
ment. 
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Committee representative of the Liberal Party, N.I.C., A.N.C. 
(Natal Branch) and C.O.D. Its task ever since has been to 
make a close study of Group Areas' proposals, to keep the 
people concerned informed, and to awaken white opinion in 
particular to the hardships and injustices of Group Areas 
implementations. 

A week before the Treason arrests a protest march of women 
against the extension of passes to African women was staged in 
Pietermaritzburg. Women came from all over Natal and though 
by far the greater proportion were Africans, Indian, Coloured 
and European women (all active members of the Liberal Party), 
participated. By some oversight the organizers of the march had 
forgotten to obtain the necessary permit to proceed through the 
city, as a result of which 623 women present were summarily 
arrested by a police officer and taken to the local charge office. 
It was later discovered that the bye-law in question was ultra 
vires and all charges were consequently withdrawn. The effect 
of this mass arrest, the largest in the Union's history, was 
electric. The whites' readiness to identify to the hilt with 
Africans in their protest and to face the consequences imme
diately made for a warm atmosphere of solidarity which no 
amount of talking could previously encourage. 

Following the Treason arrests liberals all over the Union came 
to the fore. Co-operation with the Congress movement was 
immediately effected without question. There was a job to be 
done and to be done quickly. In Durban a Civil Liberties 
Defence Committee was set up on the day of the arrests. On 
it sat members of the Liberal Party, N.I.C., A . N . C , C.O.D. and 
other individuals. Meetings were held, funds were collected 
for the immediate needs of the accuseds' dependents and bail, 
an information and public relations service was started, and so 
on. A week later the National Treason Trial Defence Fund was 
launched, sponsored by leading South African citizens of all 
races representing the clergy, the legal profession, universities, 
members of Parliament and representatives of the Federal, 
Labour and Liberal Parties. 

Though not exactly part and parcel of this process of identifi
cation of whites and non-whites, but nonetheless relevant to it, 
was the Bloemfontein Conference called by the Inter-denomi
national African Ministers' Federation in October of last year. 
There, 394 African delegates, drawn from all parts of the Union 
and representing all shades of African political opinion, gathered to 
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discuss soberly and study seriously the Tomlinson Report. A 
few liberal whites attended as observers. The result was the 
issuing of that masterly and statesmanlike document, the 
Bloemfontein Charter5. It is a call to South Africans, be they 
black or white, to oppose more positively the doctrine of racial 
separation, in the belief that it is only on the basis of racial 
co-operation that the problems of this country can be effectively 
and peacefully solved. From this has emerged the idea of an 
inter-racial "United Front. ' ' Although its structure is still 
nebulous and its final form still a matter of speculation, the idea 
of this front has captured the imagination of all liberal South 
Africans concerned about the future of their country. 

Analysing in brief these developments, we find that the stage 
is being steadily and surely set for an ever greater and increasing 
amount of inter-racial co-operation, and this despite vigorous 
Government opposition and an ever widening net of intimidatory 
measures. 

What effect have the Treason arrests had on the inter-racial 
political front and more particularly, how are they likely to 
affect white liberals? 

It would be idiotic to suggest that radical changes are taking 
place. Nonetheless the very removal of 1^6 recognized leaders 
inevitably has made for internal adjustments within the five 
organizations concerned. It has also necessitated the drawing 
in of new elements to fill the void, in part from groups which 
had hitherto not fully identified themselves with the Congress 
movement. Many groups of people or individuals who have 
hitherto refrained from positive participation in the inter-racial 
political front are having to make a serious decision. 

It is perfectly obvious that active participation in the inter
racial political front is a serious, in fact dangerous, business. 
A white liberal who decides to join forces with non-whites and 
thus both strengthen and widen the front, must inevitably 
expose himself to the many punishments which the Government, 
under its large array of vindictive legislation, has the power to 
inflict: "Naming' ' and/or banning under the Suppression of 
Communism Act, passport refusal and possibly the imposing of 
jail sentences. 

The present Nationalist Government bases its whole political 
ideology on the premise that white and non-white interests are 

6 Vide AFRICA SOUTH, vol. I, no. 2, pp. 22-26. 
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absolutely and for all times irreconcilable. Nothing therefore 
incurs its displeasure to greater measure than the identification of 
whites with non-whites, particularly if and when this identifi
cation assumes a positive and active form. Most of the Govern
ment's legislative and administrative programme since 1948 has 
been designed therefore to prevent and prohibit contact, be it 
political or otherwise, between whites and non-whites. Were 
it not for the participation of whites in the extra-parliamentary 
front, the conflict could become a purely racial one, and it is 
the dangerous and important task of white liberals to help keep 
it at the ideological level. 

It is clear then that any white who wishes to become part and 
parcel of a truly inter-racial "United Front' ' must be prepared 
firstly to identify fully with the non-whites and secondly to 
accept readily any hardships or restrictions on his personal 
freedom which the Government may see fit to impose. The 
conditions of active service are laid down by the non-whites and 
it is precisely this which arouses the Government's strongest 
indictment. 

There is yet another aspect of the South African situation 
which makes the choice for the white liberal even more difficult 
and problematic. It has to do with the very status of the white in 
South African society. By nature of his whiteness, whether he 
wishes it or not, the white finds himself in a privileged position— 
financially, socially, professionally or occupationally, residenti-
ally, recreationally. 

Political involvement of the type earlier described may mean 
his having to forfeit all or some of these privileges and possibly 
his job too. A white who gets so involved, rightly or wrongly, 
is immediately regarded by other whites—and that means 
99*9% of the white population—as an extremist, a " r e d , " and 
"commy," and so begins the slow and painful process of 
ostracism from his own racial and, at times, social group. The 
fact that his action may be acclaimed by many non-whites and 
the greater section of the outside world cannot fully compensate 
for his sense of loss, his immediate unhappiness, his loneliness. 
Non-whites who become so politically involved stand to lose 
as much in the material sense—jobs, income, and so on. But 
rather than becoming outcasts in their own community, they 
become the acclaimed leaders, the heroes, and the martyrs. 

Such then are the many problems which beset white liberals 
in South Africa, such the challenge of the situation and more 
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precisely, the challenge of the Treason arrests. What of the 
future? 

The call issued by the Africans at the Bloemfontein Conference 
for a "United Front" must be answered. If the whites of this 
country, and the onus is on the white liberals, fail to rally to this 
call, South Africans may well miss their last opportunity to 
co-operate with non-whites in seeking a non-racial solution to 
their country's problem. The white liberals therefore have a 
heavy responsibility to. shoulder and one more precisely formu
lated since the removal of so many of the leaders in the inter
racial front. At the same time liberals recognize that the 
Government is more than likely to use the tools, hitherto used 
to silence the ideas and voices of thousands, to silence them, too. 

This is the critical hour for all South African liberals. What 
is their response likely to be? Their immediate response 
following the early hours of "Treason Day," £th December, was 
magnificent. They were shocked into a state of busy activity. 
To-day the sense of urgency is no longer so compellingly with us 
and all have been given time to think. It is not for us to prejudge 
but rather to suggest a serious consideration of the stirring call 
issued at Bloemfontein last October. 

"We call upon all South Africans who realize the dangers 
and effects of apartheid to take a positive step to break 
down the colour bar in their group relations. We urge 
them furthermore to ensure that democratic and Christian 
opinion expresses itself on discriminatory legislation in 
ways most likely to impress on the mind of the people of 
South Africa the urgent need for a positive alternative to 
apartheid or separate development." 



AFRIKANER NATIONALISM AND 
THE JEWS 

SENATOR LESLIE RUBIN 
Senator Representing the Africans of the Cape Province. 

D R . N. DIEDERICHS is an important member of the Nationalist 
party. Acknowledged as something of an economic expert, both 
within and beyond the ranks of his party, he delivers well-
prepared and thoughtful speeches. As a rule he sticks to his 
specialised field. He often talks about industrial matters, and 
was chosen by the Government, early in the parliamentary 
session of this year, to move the motion urging an increase in 
the price of gold. He is thought to be in the running for Minis
terial honours if the cabinet should be enlarged. 

Dr. Diederichs recently had something to say which referred 
to the Jews in South Africa. He said it in the course of an address 
to an Afrikaner commercial organisation which received wide 
publicity. The Afrikaner, he said, could be congratulated upon 
the progress he had made in recent years in the industrial and 
commercial fields, but other sections of the population still had 
a disproportionate share of the country's economic wealth, and 
the Afrikaner must continue the struggle to alter this undesirable 
state of affairs. (Although the Jews are not mentioned, there is 
no doubt that the statement refers to them as one of the sections, 
the other being the English.) 

This is, of course, an oblique restatement of the familiar 
thesis of economic anti-Semitism: the Jews are not ordinary 
citizens of the country, but a distinct competitive group threat
ening the rightful economic destiny of Afrikanerdom. For many 
a discerning South African Jew, the statement recalled memories 
of those frightening days, in the thirties, when a number of 
versions of overseas Jew-baiting movements flourished in a 
greater or lesser degree, in this country; or—what is more 
important—reminded him that there was a time when the garb 
worn by the Nationalist Party was quite different from its present 
post-1948, rather consciously pro-Semitic, new look. 

When Dr. Malan came to power in 1948, his party set itself 
the task of wooing the Jews. It was a difficult task. The Nation
alists sided openly with the Nazis while they were practising the 
cold-blooded destruction of millions of Jews and preaching the 
total elimination of the Jewish people. In Parliament (during 



A F R I K A N E R N A T I O N A L I S M A N D T H E J E W S 2 9 

the war) prominent Nationalists offered up fervent prayers for a 
Nazi victory. In 1943 the Witwatersrand Local Division of the 
Supreme Court of South Africa held that Dr. Verwoerd, as 
Editor of Die Transvaler, had knowingly made himself a tool of the 
Nazis in South Africa. Eric Louw kept up an unremitting attack 
upon South African Jews. His main thesis was their unassimila-
bility; he sometimes developed the thesis with arguments 
reminiscent of Streicher's "Der Stuermer". Dr. Verwoerd 
used the columns of Die Transvaler to maintain that Jews should 
be relegated to an inferior position in the life of the country. 
At one stage, for example, he urged strongly that a numerus 
clausus should be introduced in the universities, thus limiting 
the participation of Jews in professional activities. 

Extracts from some of Eric Louw's speeches before and during 
the war will illustrate Dr. Malan's difficulty. Speaking in the 
House of Assembly on the £ February 1941 : "Then the Govern
ment also gets support from another section which in no sense 
can be regarded as part of the permanent population of South 
Africa, namely, the Jewish population . . . The Prime Minister 
will admit that the Jews are people who do not look upon any 
country as their fatherland. We saw evidence of that in France. 
When matters became serious there the Jews took their money 
and left the country. We notice the same thing in South Africa. 
On the 13 May 1940: "The fact remains that the Jew, right 
throughout the world, be it South Africa or Europe or anywhere 
else, has remained unassimilated, and he will remain so in South 
Africa.'' On the 16 May 1939: "Let me tell the Minister . . . 
that the public feel strongly about . . . the fact that that particular 
race is engaged in getting control over the business places in 
South Africa. They feel concerned about the extent to which 
that race is commencing to get control over the professions and 
occupations of the country." On the 29 February 1944: "They 
are loyal to the country in which they reside so long as things go 
well, but they shake the country's dust off their feet as soon as 
things do not go well; then they make a fresh start in some other 
country, and there they are again just as loyal until things go 
wrong there. We are told there are exceptions, but one swallow 
does not make a summer, nor do half-a-dozen swallows make a 
summer." 

Two factors assisted the wooing process. First, the Jewish 
businessman (and, in this respect, the English businessman was 
no different) was ready to overlook Eric Louw's past, as long as 
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he was accorded normal facilities for pursuing his trade; and as 
Minister of Economic Affairs, Eric Louw was in a position to 
emphasise the sweet reasonableness of the Nationalist government. 
The impartial (and often—when compared with the previous 
government—very efficient) issue of import permits made it 
easier for the Jewish businessman to accept the argument that 
the unpleasant things said during the war years were "just 
politics" which no one takes seriously, or the kind of things that 
a party says but does not really mean when it is in opposition. 

The second factor was the creation of the State of Israel. A 
strange mixture of motives made it easy for Malan (and Strijdom 
has faithfully followed his lead since) and the Nationalists to offer 
enthusiastic support to the new state. There was a sense of 
affinity with the Israelis in having thrown off the British yoke. 
A psychologist might have called it admiration for the achieve
ment by another of what was for them still a suppressed desire. 
Then—this is a view which was put to me by a leading Afrikaner 
intellectual with genuine feeling—many Nationalists saw the 
success of the Jews against the Arabs as a victory of White over 
non-White. Malan himself, growing old, displayed and voiced 
with much fervour a highly emotional people-of-the-book 
enthusiasm for the restoration of the Jews to their ancient home
land in accordance with Biblical prophecy. This may well have 
been genuine, but there is no doubt that it combined with more 
practical expressions of the new Government's goodwill to make 
the sympathy of the Jews inevitable. 

Smuts had played into Malan's hands by displaying some hesi
tation in declaring unequivocal support for the new state which 
came into existence before the Election of 1948. He had given 
to it South Africa's defacto recognition only. The lifelong suppor
ter of Zionism was persuaded by political considerations to 
withold full support for Israel for fear of the capital that would 
be made of his action by Malan and his party. It is one of the 
ironies of recent South African history that Malan, leader of a 
party which had attacked the Jews, was able to use this half
hearted action by Smuts to peg a claim as the real friend of the 
Jewish people. Shortly after the election the new Government 
granted de jure recognition to the new state. 

South African Jewry, one of the most actively pro-Zionist 
communities in the world, responded with understandable 
gratitude. When the new Government added practical support 
to its sympathy, by permitting assistance in money and kind to 



A F R I K A N E R N A T I O N A L I S M A N D T H E J E W S 3 1 

go from South Africa to the struggling new state, Malan's victory 
was wellnigh complete. The Nationalists' black record of the 
war years was soon forgotten, and before long Malan was being 
honoured by the community upon which one of his important 
Ministers had until quite recently been heaping the grossest 
insults. 

It was important that the new Government should cultivate 
its newly-acquired reputation with the Jews, particularly in the 
beginning when it was not quite sure of its strength and its 
capacity to remain in power. So the party line was established 
and assiduously guarded: Be friendly to the Jews. It expressed a 
policy which had a twofold justification: the march of Afrikaner 
nationalism must not be hampered by the opposition or hostility 
of a group like the Jews, and, in any event, all Whites must be 
encouraged to stand together. 

The party line stands, but it has encountered strains and 
stresses. People encouraged to give the fullest expressions to 
their weakness for Jew-baiting over a period of years will, some
times, with the best intentions in the world to honour the 
dictates of their party leaders, forget themselves and say what 
they really think about Jews, rather than what the Party wants 
them to say. At times a man is provoked. Or he is caught off 
his guard. When that happens the Party shows great concern, 
and every effort is made to emphasize its pro-Jewishness. 

Last year some newly-appointed Senators made anti-Semitic 
remarks in the course of a debate. Reporting the occurrence, 
the Parliamentary correspondent of the Bloemfontein Friend said: 
" O n that occasion Dr. Donges (Minister of the Interior) was in 
the House and he showed signs of real agitation.'' He added that 
since then, several members of both Houses, formerly "notorious 
for their anti-Semitism , ,, had "gone out of their way to greet and 
be friendly to Jewish members in the lobby and in the coffee 
rooms", the result of a hint by the Cabinet to remember that 
the Party was "strictly officially pro-Jewish ,\ In its editorial 
comment the same newspaper said it was hardly surprising that 
Nationalist leaders were concerned at the incident because the 
Government "can hardly afford to have another item added to 
its already formidable category of hates". 

One of the Senators present during this incident was Louis 
Weichardt, formerly leader of an anti-Semitic movement known 
popularly as the Grey shirts, which became active in South 
Africa shortly after the Nazis assumed power in Germany. The 
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fact that he was chosen by the Nationalist Party as one of those 
to be rewarded with a seat in the enlarged Senate, might con
ceivably be regarded as inconsistent with the Party's protestations 
of pro-Semitism. It has certainly not made it easy for Jews (and 
non-Jews, for that matter) who recall the activities of the 
Greyshirts, to accept those protestations as genuine. The 
Constitution of the Greyshirts, under the heading "The Jewish 
Menace'' declared that it stands, inter alia, for: (a) the preven
tion of any Jew whatsoever from holding any official position 
in South Africa; (b) the treatment of all Jews merely as tempor
ary guests in accordance with the provisions of an Alien Statute; 
(c) the disability of Jews to hold immovable property, directly 
or indirectly, except with the permission of the State. Senator 
Weichardt, in speeches and through the columns of a newspaper 
called "Die Waarheid" disseminated, for several years, vicious 
anti-Jewish propoganda designed, in the words of Smuts " to 
create ill-feeling and racial prejudice and in the end to lead to 
breaches of the peace", including extracts from the alleged 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion, repeatedly exposed as an 
impudent forgery. Documents seized by the Attorney-General 
at the Nazi headquarters in South West Africa before the war 
described Senator Weichardt as "leader of the South African 
Nazis". 

An associate of Senator Weichardt in those days was J. von 
Moltke, to-day a well-known Nationalist Member of Parliament. 
In 1934 an action for damages was heard in the Supreme Court 
at Grahams town, which became known as the Greyshirt trial. 
The Rabbi of the Port Elizabeth Hebrew Congregation claimed 
damages for defamation against three men in respect of a docu
ment alleged to have been stolen from the synagogue and testi
fying to a secret Jewish plot to destroy the Christian religion 
and civilization. The Court held that no such document had in 
fact been in the synagogue, and that it had been concocted by 
some Greyshirts in order to advance the aims of their movement. 
One of the defendants was von Moltke, at that time provincial 
leader of the South African Gentile Socialists, against whom the 
Court awarded damages to the sum of £j£o. Another of the 
defendants, was H. V. Inch, a provincial leader of Weichardt's 
Greyshirt movement. He was ordered to pay damages of £1,000, 
subsequently found guilty in respect of the evidence given by 
him at the trial of uttering a forged document and perjury, and 
sentenced to imprisonment for several years. 
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Quite often comment in the Nationalist press is inconsistent 
with the party line. For no apparent reason a report on some 
event will make a point not otherwise relevant which is calculated 
to arouse an ti-Jewish feeling. There are two recent examples of 
this tendency. The treason trials were reported at length and in 
great detail in the South African press. It was Die Burger alone 
that found it necessary to include in its front page description 
of the opening of the hearing a statement that a journalist had 
said "that it was remarkable how many Jews there were among 
the White persons arrested." Similarly only Die Transvaler had 
occasion to refer to the number of Jewish students active in the 
campaign against University apartheid, a topic extensively 
reported in all the newspapers. 

These are some of the factors that are beginning to worry 
Jewish apologists for the Nationalist Party. They are wondering 
whether the party has in fact undergone a change since the days 
of Eric Louw, or whether its pre-1948 anti-semitism has been 
suppressed merely as a matter of political tactics. Some are even 
arguing that genuine sympathy with and aid for the State of 
Israel must not be confused with friendship for the Jews in South 
Africa. 

This questioning is a recent manifestation, and it is still only 
tentative. Jews react as Jews only when they are singled out as 
Jews. Otherwise they display the wide range of views to be 
found among White South Africans as a whole. Many of them 
have come increasingly to excuse and condone many aspects of 
Government programme and policy that they condemned in 
1948; or to submit more and more to indirect intimidation; 
the fear, for example, that opposition to the Government will 
be penalised by the refusal of a passport. Some of them, on the 
other hand, are in the forefront of the fight against Nationalist 
apartheid and authoritarianism. The majority, unhappily, are to 
be found in the first group. And in this they do not differ at all 
from their non-Jewish fellow South Africans. Of all the generali
sations about the Jews of South Africa, that which charges them 
with being unassimilable is the least valid. They have, in fact, 
assimilated only too well. 

There are wider and more fundamental questions. Is racialism 
not indivisible? Does not apartheid, therefore, though directed 
to Africans, Indians and an arbitrarily classified coloured group, 
contain an implied threat to any racial minority? Such ques
tioning can only cause uneasiness among many South African 
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Jews, and the uneasiness is t h e r e ; because for them, as for all 
thinking South Africans, the test is not past assurances of good
will , but the actions and pronouncements of Afrikaner nation
alism from day to day. 

THE NATAL MENACE 
MAURICE WEBB 

Past President, South African Institute of Race Relations, 

Ex Chairman, Adams College. 

SOME years ago I delivered a lecture to the Durban Indo-
European Council after which questions were invited. A quiet, 
friendly, Indian business man stood up and asked: " W h y do the 
W h i t e people hate u s ? " 

Just that. I had known the questioner for many years. This 
was the first and the only t ime that I have known him to speak in 
public. 

I gave the only truthful answer that I could: " I do not k n o w . " 
It is useless to deny that Indians are hated in South Africa. The 
commonly advanced reasons for the hatred do not hold water . 

In this article I am mainly concerned wi th Natal, where I live 
and where four-fifths of the Indians in South Africa live. This 
former British Colony is still the predominantly English speaking 
province of the Union. To me , an English speaking South 
African, the question becomes : " W h y do the people of Natal, 
who are predominantly British, hate the Indians?" O r , " W h y 
are the English in Natal so un-English in their hatred of Indians?" 

English set t lement in Natal began around 1830. Natal was 
annexed by Britain in 184^. The first indentured Indian 
labourers, many of them for work in the sugar plantations, arrived 
in i 860 . Does the t rouble go back to there? Did the whi te 
settlers who came a little earlier resent the arrival of newcomers 
in the way that even the best mannered of a ship's passengers will 
resent new arrivals who come aboard at a por t of call? They may 
have felt that the large strange Zulu population that they had not 
yet had t ime to know was problem enough wi thout another 
strange element being added. Whatever the cause, English-Indian 
relations in Natal did not start off so well as those of the British 
settlers in N e w Zealand wi th the Maoris they found well estab
lished there when they arrived in 1840. 
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From i860 until nearly the end of the century majority 

opinion, as far as we know it, was favourable to the Indians who 
had made possible the rapid growth of the sugar industry and 
afforded appreciated labour in homes, on railways and on mines. 
At the end of their indentures many elected, as they were 
entitled to do, to remain in Natal, where they became, as the 
Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Henry Bulwer, reported in 1878, " in 
all respects free men, with rights and privileges not inferior to 
those of any class of the Queen's subjects in the Colony. There 
are many who have acquired the right of voting and are registered 
as voters." 

But there were those who hated Indians right from the start. 
The Rev. W. Holden, a Methodist Minister, opposed the 
importation of Indian labour in 185^ as did Dr. Charles Johnston, 
a member of the Durban Town Council and an elected member 
of the Natal Legislative Council. He lost his seat on the Legis
lative Council in 18^9 because of his anti-Indian views, surely 
the only time that an anti-Indian ticket has caused electoral 
defeat in Natal? 

In 1864, four years after the arrival of the first indentured 
Indians, Daniel Lindley, an American Missionary living at Inanda 
who had formerly been Predikant to a section of the Voor-
trekkers, wrote: 

"The skins of these imported Indians is with some exceptions 
intensely black. Some have a mullatto complexion; but at 
heart they are all jet black. They are indescribably wicked and 
seem to me hopelessly lost now and forever. They are the 
dregs of wickedness. They are under contract to the planters 
for a certain period. When the time of their servitude shall 
have expired, they will be free to go and come as they may 
like. Then we shall have crime and criminals to our heart's 
content." 
It may be assumed that Daniel Lindley expressed views which 

were common among at least some of his Natal neighbours. Such 
feelings have persisted. A letter signed "Cockney" in the Natal 
Mercury of November 10, 1921 reads: 

"It is difficult to understand the mentality of people like 
'Fairplay' (a previous correspondent) on the Asiatic problem. 
His idea is that the Asiatic is with us and we must make the 
best of him. One might say the same of the rat, or the fly or 
the mosquito or any other dangerous visitor." 
In 1948 Mr. (now Senator) S. M. Pettersen was reported as 
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having said of Indians in an election speech: "Personally I would 
like to solve the problem by shooting them, but a man cannot 
lay himself open to a charge of m u r d e r . " 

That before the end of last century anti-Indian feeling had 
ceased to lose politicians their seats and instead had become 
increasingly powerful is shown by these dates and events: 
1893 Parliamentary franchise wi thdrawn. 
1896 Riots in Durban on the arrival of a shipload of free Indians. 

Gandhi was rescued from the m o b by the Chief Constable. 
1913 New Indian immigrants o ther than wives or children of 

established settlers prohibi ted. 
1922-23 Anti-asiatic clauses in ti t le deeds legalised. 
1924 Municipal franchise wi thdrawn. 
1943 Transfer of proper ty be tween Indians and Whites con

trolled by the "Pegging A c t . " 
1946 The Asiatic Land Tenure and Indian Representation Act 

confirmed the restrictions of the " P e g g i n g " Act but gave 
a l imited measure of franchise in compensation. The 
franchise provisions were never promulgated. 

1948 Franchise provisions of 1946 wi thdrawn by amending Act. 
19^0 Group Areas Act from the operation of which Indians are 

clearly destined to be the chief victims. 
There have been 60 years of declining status for the Indian of 

South Africa. To-day he stands before the door of South Africa 
wi th surprising patience and says: " I belong. I belong to the 
human family by right of my manhood. I belong to the South 
African nation which I and my forefathers have helped to build. 
I have earned admittance by hard work and sober w a y s . " But 
South Africa repl ies : "Voetsak. Begone. Get into your Group 
Areas, out of my s igh t . " 

W h y has Natal particularly, wi th its largely English speaking 
population, been so un-English in its at t i tude to South Africans 
of Indian origin? In o ther respects Natal is pro-British to the 
point of being j ingo. It is loud in protestat ion of loyalty to the 
Crown yet betrays the concept of a family of different bu t equal 
nations and peoples of which the Crown is the symbol and which 
is at the heart of the Commonweal th . 

It was Smuts, the Afrikaner, who , when his largely English 
speaking Party in Natal demanded the Asiatic Land Tenure Act, 
insisted on the second chapter that gave some measure of compen
sation by way of franchise. W h e n Malan won his Apartheid elec
t ion in 1948 and promptly repealed this second chapter, it was 
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four English speaking United Party MPs, three from Durban, 
one from Maritzburg, who walked out of the Assembly rather 
than vote against h im. 

Elsewhere during this century the English have been ready to 
understand and to foster the desire of dependent people for 
independence, to admit the claim to manhood and human dignity 
on the part of non-Whi te people . But in Natal it was as if the 
evil of Apartheid had entered into them before that word was 
known, stunting their spiritual growth, isolating them not only 
from their fellow South Africans of another colour but also from 
the stream of thought and vision that was moving in the English 
in o ther parts of the wor ld . There have been exceptions of 
course , the Provincial Administration has shown real public 
responsibility in respect of Indian education and hospitalisation, 
bu t hatred of Indians is widespread and politically dominant . 

Professor Gordon Allport in his "Pre judice in Modern Pers
p e c t i v e " says a sign of prejudice is "basing love or hate on 
beliefs that are wholly or partially e r roneous" and quotes St. 
Thomas Aquinas: "Pre jud ice is thinking ill of others wi thout 
sufficient w a r r a n t . " 

The beliefs on which hatred of Indians in Natal is based are, I 
believe, these : 

i . The Indian does not belong here. He should go back to India. 
This was said to m e the day I first arrived in South Africa by an 

English missionary who had devoted his life to the service of 
Africans. The fact is that Indians belong here as much as any 
other immigrants, whe the r from Holland, Germany, France, 
Britain, or elsewhere. The English beat them to Natal by only 
about 30 years. The first Indians came because they were wanted, 
others came for exactly the same reasons that brought Wh i t e 
sett lers. The only difference is that the first Indians came because 
they were asked while the first Whi tes came wi thout being asked. 

2. Indians are too prolific. They threaten to swamp us. 
This is not a reason for dislike but a result of it . Those who 

like children or like chocolate welcome more children or more 
chocolate. Those who dislike onions object to more onions. In 
a rapidly developing industrial country, which South Africa is, i t 
would be reasonable to expect that more Indians, who readily 
acquire industrial skill if given the chance to do so, would be 
welcomed. If there were anything in the belief that race hatred 
goes by numbers it would be far less in the Transvaal where there 
are 2 g Whi tes to every Indian than in Natal where their numbers 
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are approximately equal. The evidence of Miss Horre l l ' s book, 
' 'The Group Areas A c t ' ' , is that anti-Indian feeling is even greater 
in the Transvaal than in Natal. It is t rue that Indian families often 
look large in this contraceptive age, bu t fears on the score of 
bi r thrate might be calmed by the fact that the Indian bi r thra te 
has been falling steadily since 1947 and n o w closely approxi
mates that of the Whi tes , who have the advantage of being able 
to add to their numbers by immigrat ion. In any case Indians are 
less than 3 % of the population. 

3. Indians practise polygamy. 
The number of Muslims who , although permi t t ed by their 

law the doubtful privilege of having more than one wife, actually 
do so, is insignificantly small. 

4 . Indians are strange people who eat odd food and worship strange 
Gods, 

This is t rue enough but presumably Indians are no more strange 
to us than we are to them. It should be recognised, however , 
that in matters of food, dress, games, habits, South African Indians 
increasingly adopt " W e s t e r n " or Whi t e pat terns, the strange
ness being more and more confined to skin colour. 

5. Indians are dishonest traders. They undercut, overcharge, evade 
price and wage regulations. 

There is probably some substance in this widely held belief. 
Business honesty is a wayward thing. A practice condemned by 
one group may be applauded by another . Consistent over
charging in a competi t ive marke t would soon put the trader out 
of business. The same laws as to wage and price regulations 
apply to W h i t e and non-Whi t e . 

6. Indians in South Africa cause trouble by running to India with 
their grievances. 

This is a recent complaint arising from the appeal made to 
India in respect of the " Pegging' ' Act of 1943 and the subsequent 
action by India in severing trade and diplomatic relations wi th 
the Union and invoking the United Nations. Certainly this made 
a bad situation worse but it should be remembered that South 
African Indians did no t appeal to India until all appeals to the 
South African government had failed. 

These are , I believe, the objections to Indians commonly 
heard in Natal. Obviously they are not reasons for hatred but 
excuses for i t . By Professor Allport 's and St. Thomas Aquinas's 
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definitions Natal is deeply convicted of race prejudice. 
Had the English of Natal only been more English in spirit, had 

they kept their word to the early Indian immigrants and given 
them the citizenship that they were promised, things might have 
been very different. Natal might have developed as a truly multi
racial community in which Africans as they emerged into Western 
ways would have found a place and it might have been here that 
the exper iment in inter-racial partnership could have been made 
that the great Federation to the Nor th is now making. 

The present position cannot long continue. South Africans of 
Indian descent will not for ever (and perhaps not for long) be 
kept in subordination, denied many professional and skilled 
occupations, disfranchised, and threatened with eviction from 
their homes and the loss of their property in the land of their 
bir th. Nor will the Africans who increasingly outgrow tribal 
ways be kept indefinitely from the Western world which they 
have qualified to enter . 

Elsewhere the English have met situations similar to this in 
t ime, if only just in t ime. If South Africans of Dutch origin learn 
nothing from Indonesia, of French origin from Algeria, cannot 
those of English origin read the lessons of India, Burma, Ghana? 

It is hard to see whence hope might come. Facts have not 
saved us. Facts regarding South Africa's Indians are known, 
their numbers , bir thrate , cr ime ra te ; but prejudice persists. 
A Christian revival, a great stirring of the mind and spirit, 
could save South Africa overnight and there should be hope of 
this, for South Africa is, at least nominally, an exceptionally 
Christian country. But there is no sign of such a stirring of faith. 
Instead there is fear and hatred and preoccupation with cr icket . 

If South Africa found itself unable to hold a place in inter
national cricket with a team drawn from only one, the W h i t e , 
section of the people would not the cause of cricket rise above 
race prejudice and a truly South African team come into being? 
Then the way would be open for an Indian, a modern counter
part of the " R a n j i " who was the hero of every English cricket 
enthusiast in rav bovhood, to <jo in to bat when all seemed lost 
and wi th skill and courage restore hope to his side. Then perhaps 
hatred of Indians, even in Natal, might suddenly depart . 

A silly and a childish fancy? Yes, indeed, but a harmless o n e ; 
and nei ther so silly nor so childish as South Africa's hatred of 
its Indian citizens which, so far from being harmless, mav well 
spell its doom. 



THE EISELEN SCHEME 
FLORA SNITCHER 

Con^ner for African Affairs, National Council of Women, 

Cape Town. 

IN accordance with the Government's policy of apartheid along 
racial lines, even within the non-white groups, the Secretary for 
Native Affairs, Dr. W. W. Eiselen, announced in January 1955 
that it was the Government's policy ultimately to remove all 
Africans from the Western Province. As defined by Dr. Eiselen, 
the Western Province is the area south of the Orange River and 
west of a line stretching from the magisterial district of Gordonia 
(Upington) to that of Knysna, in all about a quarter of the Cape 
Province, the largest province of the Union. 
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It was necessary, Dr. Eiselen said, to remove all the Natives 
from this vast section of the Union because "the Western 
Province was the natural home of the Coloured people, and they 
had the right to be protected against the competition of Natives 
in the labour market". 

After alleging that "miscegenation took place (between Col
oured people and Natives)" and that "Coloured women pre
ferred to live with Natives because they offered them better 
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secur i ty" , Dr . Eiselen stated that " t h e fact that Natives and 
Coloureds lived and worked together . . . . was leading to the 
disappearance of social and cultural differences be tween the two 
g r o u p s " . 

He then proceeded to enlarge on the threat to the Coloured 
people in the economic field. "Physically the Native had the 
advantage over the Coloured man and was rapidly monopolizing 
the physical labour field. The number of Natives in the Wes te rn 
Province had increased from 30,000 in 192 1 to 178,000 in 19^"^. 
Industrial development in the area was the main cause of this 
influx . . . Employers preferred Natives as labourers because 
they were physically stronger, less addicted to strong drink, and 
had not yet become 'city wise ' " . 

In order to pro tec t the Coloured people socially, culturally 
and economically, it was therefore necessary to remove the 
Natives and " r e s to r e the traditional demographic order in the 
Wes te rn P rov ince" . 

Immediately that Dr . Eiselen had announced his scheme, the 
fundamental ideology of which is enumerated above, there was 
a s torm of criticism. It emanated from many sources—the 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Members of Parliament 
of all the opposition parties, Farmers ' and various o ther 
Employers ' Associations, amongst others . They all objected to 
the scheme on economic grounds, pointing out , quite rightly, 
that it would be practically impossible to force the Coloured 
man down the economic scale from his position of skilled or 
semi-skilled worker to that of unskilled labourer, and that the 
Wes te rn Province faced disaster to its economy if there was any 
check in the flow of African labour. Dr . Eiselen had envisaged 
these objections, however , for he had originally announced 
"Industrial development in the area was the main cause of the 
enormous influx of Natives, and industrial expansion, which 
needed additional manpower , should therefore be carefully con
trolled. 

This did nothing to allay the anxiety of the big employers of 
labour, as can well be imagined, even though the executive 
commit tee of the S. A. Bureau of Racial Affairs, an organisation 
largely responsible for the ideological background to Nationalist 
policy, assured them, in a statement supporting the Eiselen 
scheme, that " economic development does not require as of 
necessity more Native labourers. Labour can also be Wh i t e or 
Coloured, and be t te r quality of labour and be t te r utilization 
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thereof can be equivalent to more labour . . . Mechanization, 
scientific management, white immigration, etc., could compen
sate them for the loss of Native labour". 

Representations were made by the employers to Dr. Verwoerd, 
the Minister of Native Affairs. He replied, in a letter to the 
Cape Chamber of Industries: "Your Chamber will no doubt agree 
that, provided the labour requirements of employers can be met, 
it is in the interests of everyone if the socio-economic conditions 
in the Western Province are not allowed to become too in
volved . . . There will be differentiation between married and 
single migratory labour, and an adequate supply of the latter, 
until such time as other (Coloured) labour is available, will not 
be endangered." It would seem that this reassurance has sufficed 
to dispel any doubts harboured about the merits of the Eiselen 
scheme by organised employers in industry, commerce and 
agriculture. At any rate, they have maintained a discreet silence 
concerning the scheme ever since. 

There were few protests made against the scheme on moral, 
social or ethical grounds. These came from the Cape Town 
Branch of the National Council of Women, who are concerned 
about the threat to family life and the human suffering which will 
inevitably be caused when the scheme is put into operation; 
various Protestant churches, particularly the Anglican Church, 
which condemned the whole system of migratory labour; and 
African organizations such as the African National Congress, 
which condemned particularly the Government's attempt to 
"divide and rule" by forcibly separating Coloureds and Africans. 
But except for a few letters to the Press from individuals, every
one else kept silent. 

Perhaps this was because both Dr. Verwoerd and Dr. Eiselen 
declared that the policy was "a long-term measure not to be 
implemented overnight . . . " Many people think, and repeatedly 
say, that this long-term measure can never be put into effect. 

It can be shown, however, that this iniquitous scheme is not a 
policy for the far-distant future. It is being implemented here 
and now. In fact, the preliminary stages have already been put 
into effect. It is being done exactly as Dr. Eiselen outlined, 
being executed step by step in the following manner:— 

i . The removal of "foreign natives"—that contradictory 
term which in Nationalist terminology means any African born 
beyond the borders of the Union, in Rhodesia, Nyasaland, etc., 
but not in the Protectorates. Once such a man loses his job in 
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the Union, no mat te r if it be through absolutely no fault of his 
own, no mat ter if he has been here for twenty years or more , or 
has a wife and family here , no mat te r if he has no ties at all wi th 
his homeland, he is no t allowed to ei ther seek work or take a 
new job . He has to leave the Union, immediately, and at his 
own expense. Employers have to collect money from "foreign 
na t ives" in their service to make sure that sufficient is available 
to pay the fare over the border when such Africans leave their 
employment . This policy is being applied all over the Union, 
but is administered wi th especial strictness in the Wes te rn 
Province, on Governmental orders . 

2. T h e f r e e z i n g o f t h e p r e s e n t p o s i t i o n o f N a t i v e 
fami l i e s . This is being done in the following manner . Firstly, 
in December , 19^4, local authorities in the Wes te rn Cape 
began to register African women for permits (passes) under 
Section 1 o of the Urban Areas Act. This was not a haphazard 
move, occasioned by some official's whim. It was the first step 
in the compilation of a detailed register of all African women 
living in the Western Province. All African women living 
there now have to carry a permi t to remain in the area. If they 
do not do so, or remain here after being refused a permi t , they 
are guilty of a criminal offence and are liable to arrest, a t e rm 
of imprisonment , and/or a fine, and are then escorted out of the 
area. Many hundreds have already been found guilty, and sent 
back to their homes or last place of residence, whether or not 
they are forced to abandon their husbands and children as a 
result . 

Secondly, if a woman who has lived in the Wes te rn Province 
for many years wishes to visit another part of the country and 
then re turn , she is not permit ted to do so unless she is employed 
by someone who guarantees to re-employ her on her re turn . 
So African housewives and mothers who do not work , but stay 
at home to care for their families, can never leave the area even 
for a short while , for fear that they will not be re-admit ted. In 
terms of a recent Supreme Court judgment (Regina v. Annie 
Silinga), a woman has to be *'physically p resen t ' ' for at least i £ 
years in an area in order to qualify for exemption from the 
provisions of this section of the Urban Areas Act. If at any t ime 
she leaves—even for a few days—she loses the exemption. 

Thirdly, "influx c o n t r o l " is very strictly enforced in the 
Weste rn Province. This means that African women cannot enter 
the "proc la imed area of the C a p e " from other parts of the 
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country either to seek work, to join their menfolk, or for any 
other reason. This stricture effectively prevents the entry of 
women, and keeps the number of women in the Western Cape 
constant at the early i9££ level. 

All these methods "stem the family flood", to quote Dr. 
Eiselen again. 

3. The l imited introduct ion o f single migratory 
workers to provide for most urgent needs. This means 
just what it says. The whole panoply of Labour Bureaux, the 
pass system, etc., enables the authorities to see that only the 
required numbers of workers are in any given area. In the 
Western Province, only so-called "bachelors" are allowed to 
enter to seek work. This aspect of Governmental policy has 
been more fully described elsewhere in this issue—but it should 
be pointed out that since 19^2 not a single house for an African 
family has been built at Langa, and not one at Nyanga, the other 
African township, since 19^4. In the whole of the Cape Penin
sula, therefore, no housing at all has been built in recent years 
to accommodate families, and only hostels for "single men" 
have been constructed by the authorities. 

4. The removal of all Natives w h o come from the 
Protectorates. This bald statement covers another heart
breaking aspect of the scheme. There have been so many 
removals of African communities. This will be yet another— 
despite the fact that many Africans born in the Protectorates 
have been working and living in the Western Province for many 
years. To them the Western Cape is home. They have severed 
their ties with Basutoland (where most of them come from) or 
Bechuanaland. But they will be moved—just that one word, 
moved—when the time comes, no matter if they have lost all 
contact with their birthplace. 

5. Reduction in the number o f Native families. This 
is being done in several stages. The people living in the so-
called ' 'black spots" are being removed from all over the Penin
sula to the two emergency transit camps which the authorities 
are busy setting up. And then, those who do not qualify to 
remain will be repatriated. This is the ultimate step of the 
Eiselen scheme, repatriation for all except for the select few 
who will be permitted to stay. Where, how, by what means is 
all this to be decided? Nobody knows, outside of the few who 
have devised the whole inhuman plan. 

The final stages of the scheme are outlined in the Cape Town 
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City Council minute quoted in "The Crime of Langa", for its 
last paragraph shows that there will be no security for even the 
few families who remain, no security even for migrant African 
labourers. Whether there will be security for the Coloured 
people, who Dr. Eiselen claims will replace the Africans is, 
of course, yet another question. 

Dr. Eiselen has openly laid down the steps which the Govern
ment is either taking or will take to remove all Africans from 
the Western Cape. He does not concern himself with where 
these people are to go, how they are to earn a living, how 
they can adjust themselves to tribal conditions after years of urban 
life. Human values, human suffering, human rights are utterly 
unimportant. That many thousands of Africans are to be forcibly 
removed is just another plan among so many plans in which 
people are treated as units and moral and ethical values are 
completely ignored. 

Even apart from the moral issues involved, nothing perhaps 
demonstrates better the economic absurdity of apartheid than 
the Eiselen scheme. Here is a responsible Government official 
declaring that industrial expansion, the very basis of all modern 
society, should be controlled—or curtailed—in order to prevent 
too many workers from settling in a vast area of the country. One 
wonders whether the Government's own supporters are going to 
defend a policy which must lead to the economic ruin of the 
whole region. Already there is evidence that Cape Town and 
the Western Province generally are developing at a slower pace 
than the rest of the country. Compared to the other centres 
of the Union, industrial expansion in the Western Cape is 
slower, and those industries which have been established are of 
less economic significance. If this should continue, and it will 
assuredly if some 100,000 of its inhabitants are removed, then 
the Western Cape will become a sleepy backwater where all 
progress has come to a standstill. 

This is, of course, an important enough issue in itself. But 
much more important is the ultimate agony it will cause the 
African people. They themselves will express their opposition 
to this brutal and inhuman policy, and it is up to all those, both 
in the Union and abroad, who object to the scheme, whether it 
be for moral, economic or other reasons, to raise their voices in 
protest with them now, before it is too late. 



THE CRIME OF LANGA 
L. B. LEE-WARDEN, M.P. 

Member of Parliament representing the Africans of the Western Cape. 

Now undergoing Preparatory Examination on a charge of 
High Treason. 

THE " Crime of Langa" is a factual account of the life of urban 
Africans in the Western Cape, where the Government's apartheid 
policy is particularly ruthless. It deprives them of any vestige of 
security, and the perpetual threat of mass removal to some unknown 
promised land of milk and honey hangs heavy over their heads. 

Nothing is permanent here for the Africans, their whole life 
is in a state of flux. Where in other parts of the Union freehold 
property rights have been taken from the Africans, it has been 
replaced by leasehold rights of about thirty years tenure. But in the 
Western Cape even that is denied. 

In recent years the whole pattern of African life has been changed 
by these very circumstances, causing a serious breakdown in home 
life and moral standards. 

That the Africans are not indigenous to this particular portion of 
South Africa has been stated on many occasions by Government 
officials and historians; but how they came to be here and the many 
years they have regarded this as their homeland are facts not yet 
included in the annals of our history. 

It is estimated that to-day there are 178,00c1 Africans in the 
Western Cape. This figure of course includes men, women and 
children. In the last twenty years their numbers have increased 
considerably, due not only to natural increases, but mainly because 
of the inability of the Native Reserves to sustain them. Unwillingly 
they have left their homes and drifted into this region. 

It is interesting to recall that about 100 years ago the farmers of 
this fertile region were crying out for labour, and to satisfy this 
demand "many thousands'' of African prisoners of war were im
ported. These men were put to work not only on the farms, but 
also on the badly needed harbour breakwater—all as indentured 
labour (i.e. a system of legalised slavery). 

The Africans of that period were by no means savages, as many 
would have us believe. They merely lacked the scientific knowledge 
which the white settlers have brought with them from Europe. 

1 The figure given by Dr. W. W. Eiselen, Secretary for Native Affairs, in January, 1955. 
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They were , in the main, cattle farmers and enjoyed well-developed 
social and political institutions. The Chief was the depository of 
tribal rights, but he was in normal circumstances no despot, being 
controlled both in legislation and in the administration of justice 
by the tribal council and by the tr ibe itself. 

W i t h the passing of the years the female Africans joined their 
menfolk in the Wes te rn Cape, and so they became part and parcel of 
the composite population of this area. 

In recent years the bulk of the Cape Town African population has 
been concentrated at Langa, a so-called native Township (or 
location) specially designed to accommodate, in small compact 
houses, the African and his family. For the bachelor or migrant 
worker , single quarters known as barracks were provided. 

Of course not all the Africans could find homes at Langa, and wi th 
the rapid industrial development of this area and the perpetual 
call for cheap black labour—especially during the war years of 
1940-4£—many had to find quarters elsewhere. Thus sprang up 
little tin shanty-towns known as ' ' squat ters ' c a m p s " , which are 
described later in this article. 

It must be recorded that no government in South Africa—past 
or present—has really concerned itself wi th providing adequate 
housing for the African people. These "squa t te rs ' c a m p s " have 
existed, and still do exist, all over the Union. Indeed the local 
authorities encouraged it, since it meant that no money from general 
funds was required to build houses, and it assured the industrialists 
of a continued supply of cheap labour. They were happy to leave 
things as they were provided that they were kept out of sight! 

As far back as 1903 Government officials have tr ied to persuade 
local authorities to improve the housing conditions of the urban 
African, but apart from drawing up reports little or no improvements 
followed. The Native Affairs Commission of that year (1903) does 
t h r o w some light on this subject, for in its repor t it s tated: 

"The Commission has visited and inspected many Municipal locations and records 
its opinion that in some respects their condition leaves much to be desired. The Natives 
who reside in or frequent these locations are, in the main, working people. As such 
there is every reason why they should be encouraged to stay as useful members of the community." 

The above indicates the policy of the Government half a century 
ago. Labour was hard to come by and was to be encouraged to settle 
permanent ly . Better conditions were advocated but not imple
mented . Of course, at that t ime the inhuman migrant labour system 
was still in its infancy and as yet unorganised. 

By 1 9 1 3 the Western Cape, like o ther parts of the Union, had a 
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large and ever growing African population. A Government report 
on health gives an illuminating account of conditions that prevailed 
at that period: 

" W i t h few exceptions they are a disgrace, and the majority are quite unfit for human 
habitation . . . Speaking generally, the dwellings are mere shanties, often nothing more 
than hovels constructed out of bits of old packing case linings, flattened kerosene tins, 
sacking and other scraps and odds and ends . . . The dwellings are low, dark and dirty, 
generally encumbered with unclean and useless rubbish. Mud floors are the rule, often 
below the ground level and consequently flooded in wet weather ." 

The fear of disease being spread to the white communities through 
Africans having to live under such conditions forced many local 
authorities to provide better accommodation for their African 
workers, although the above description can be aptly applied to 
many locations that still exist to-day throughout the Western Cape. 

Langa can never fall into this category. It was designed to pro
vide better homes for local Africans. The houses are mainly brick, 
electric light is available, and the roads are tarred. There are 
schools, churches, shops, sporting facilities and all that go to make 
up a civilised community. But a location is limited in size, and as 
the children grow into adults, marry and have families of their 
own, either more houses must be built or overcrowding is inevitable. 

In the meanwhile the squatters' camps became more numerous. 
Forced to live in these overcrowded, disease-ridden slums, the 
poorer people were subjected to gross exploitation, having to 
pay not only shack rent to the landlords, but also fees for many of the 
other necessities for bare living. 

For many years social workers have endeavoured to alleviate 
the hardships imposed on these unfortunate people, by instituting 
such things as creches, clinics, soup kitchens etc., but no money 
could be found for houses! The white authorities were rarely 
called upon to improve conditions. "Send them back to the 
Reserves", is a cry so often heard in South Africa when these 
conditions are exposed to the public. It depicts the callous attitude 
of the white racist to the plight of the African people in the towns. 

A dusty little piece of history is worth recalling, for not so 
many years ago the cry was just the opposite. In fact it was govern
ment legislation which first drove the Africans from the territories 
which were allocated to them by the white intruders. 

In 1894 the Prime Minister of the Cape Colony, Cecil Rhodes, 
devised a method for obtaining labour for the diamond mines 
and for the white farmers. He introduced a Bill in that year taxing 
the male African population, and made no secret of its implications. 
He stated, "By the gentle stimulant of the labour tax you will 
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remove from them that life of sloth and laziness; you will teach 
them the dignity of labour and make them contr ibute to the pros
perity of the state, and make them give some good re turn for our 
wise and good government . ' ' 

It would be correc t to say that the Africans in South Africa have 
contr ibuted far more than their share to the prosperi ty of the State! 
South Africa is to-day one of the wealthiest countries in the wor ld , 
while the African population has remained poverty-stricken, semi-
literate and chained hand and foot by legislative enactments . 

W i t h the unexpected rise to power of the Nationalist Party in 
1948 on their ambiguous slogan of apartheid, drastic legislation 
followed to eliminate the "b lack spo t s " ( i .e . the squatters ' camps 
and shanty towns) which are so characteristic of racial differences 
in South Africa. 

The new pat tern of homes for Africans and their families differed 
vastly from that found at Langa, where , as I have stated, family 
units live in comparative decency. The government announced 
that in future no funds would be made available for family houses 
at Langa. Instead, only single barracks for migrant labourers will be 
permi t ted , so that in due course Langa will become a huge camp 
designed to accommodate about 20,000 male African migrant 
labourers. The families n o w living there will be removed. 

The economic and social effect upon the lives of the people 
who are affected by the migrant labour system is really the subject 
of a long article by itself, but I cannot resist the temptat ion to 
touch upon some of the cardinal evils of this system since it has 
been officially stated as government policy that as far as all the 
Africans in the Wes te rn Cape are concerned, all families will ulti
mately be repatriated to the Native Reserves and only migrant labourers 
will be allowed in this area. 

This is the future that faces the inhabitants of such places as 
Langa. Repatriated to the Reserves—which are as foreign to the 
bulk of these people as it would be to transplant, say, a Londoner 
to the plains of Nebraska. And from the Reserves the male African 
must re tu rn to the urban areas to earn his livelihood as a migrant 
labourer , leaving his wife and family to fend for themselves as 
best they can. 

Few whi te people realise just what it means to be a black migrant 
labourer. It is not unusual for young households to disintegrate 
almost as soon as they are formed. The separation which, except 
for a few brief months , may last any per iod be tween six and ten 
years. The burden that falls upon the women who are thus left 
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behind is indescribable. They must till and care for the land— 
usually wi thout any help—and also keep their homes in good repair . 

The women are quite unable to earn the money necessary to 
maintain themselves and their children, who often become a 
burden far beyond their strength. Occasionally the woman 
receives money from her husband, but more often than not his 
wages are so meagre and his job so precarious that few women in 
the Reserves know anything but dire poverty. 

This is the fate that awaits the people of Langa—a cr ime wi th 
few parallels in living history. But the tragedy does no t end there . 

In the meant ime preparations are proceeding to build a " t rans i t 
emergency c a m p " at Nyanga Wes t , some eight miles further out 
of the town, for the purpose of accommodating all African families 
in this area. A word or two about Nyanga is necessary in order 
to give the reader some idea of the type of accommodation approved 
by the Government . 

Nyanga Wes t was designed to hold about 8,000 African families 
living in tin shanties principally in the Nor the rn suburbs of Cape 
Town. Each tenant has to pay £1 per mon th for a plot measuring 
27 feet by 14 feet. Upon this the squatter may erect a shack, 
which usually consists of the rusted tins that comprised his former 
residence. Very few Africans can afford the new material necessary 
to house their families properly. 

To anyone who has no t seen the state of these " p o n d o k k i e s " 
they defy description. Nothing short of a magic wand is necessary 
in o rder to break these down from the squatters ' camps and re-
erect them at Nyanga. Yet it must be done before the Council 's 
bulldozers reduce them to rubble . To see these unfortunate people 
struggling during the weekends to comply wi th the removal orders 
(although the officials deny compulsion) is a heart-breaking 
exper ience. 

The whole position of the Nyanga Wes t Township is summed up 
in a Cape Town City Council minute dated 29th November , 19 cc . 
It states:— 

"In connection with the establishment of the new Native Township at Nyanga West, 
your Committee has been informed by the Department of Native Affairs that it is an essen* 
tial prerequisite to the approval of any projects for the provision of services in the 
scheme to be financed from Native Services Levy Fund that the Council shall first set 
up an emergency or transit camp for Natives at Nyanga in terms of section 6 of the 
Prevention of Illegal Squatters Act No. c2 of 19 c i . 

" In the case of Local Authorities outside the Western Cape, the requirement is the 
setting up of "Site and Service" schemes, which are, in fact, embryo home-ownership 
schemes, whereby sites with the minimum essential services are allocated to individual 
Natives on which the Natives and the local authority are expected in time to build 
approved houses. ' 'Site and Service' • schemes are not, however, permitted in the Western 
Cape, 
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"In view of the special circumstances pertaining to the Western Cape, the Minister 

of Native Affairs has agreed to the financing fromLevy Funds of the reticulation of minimum 
necessary services inside the scheme by way of a grant in terms of section 19(3) bis (f) 
of Act 2$ of 194^. Link services will be financed from Levy Funds in terms of section 
19 (3) bis (d) of the Act. 

"When all the Natives now living in the various squatters' camps have been concen
trated under proper control in the emergency camp, all those families who, in accordance 
with policy, are not entitled to be in the area will be repatriated and approved houses 
will be built for those families who qualify under section 1 o of the Act to remain in the 
urban area. 

"The type of house to be constructed in the scheme should be capable of conversion to single 
quarters in order that when the declared long-term policy of replacing married Natives by mi
gratory workers is put into effect, the conversion will be simple and inexpensive. Similarly, the 
buildings should be reconvertible to family dwellings should Native migratory labour ultimately 
be replaced by Coloureds. 

Thus the plan unfolds. 
1. No houses will be built until all squatters are in the emergency 

camp. 
2. Those not entitled to remain will be repatriated. 
3. Houses must be easily converted to single quarters for migrant 

labourers. 
Soon the day will come when no black child will live and laugh 

in Langa. Exactly when no one knows . . . but there are many 
thousands who care, and one day those responsible for this crime 
will stand accused. 



AFRICAN LAND AND PROPERTY 
RIGHTS 

MARGARET BALLINGER, M.P. 
Member of Parliament representing the Africans of the 

Eastern Cape. 

IN I 9 I 3 the Union of South Africa embarked officially on the policy 
of territorial segregation or separation of land rights as between 
Europeans and Africans which constitutes both the foundation and 
the background of apartheid to-day. In that year, the first Parlia
ment of the new Dominion passed its first Native Land Act. Prior 
to Union, in all the states that were to constitute the Union, some 
provision had been made in the form of Native locations or reserves 
for Africans living in traditional fashion and, in addition, except 
in the Orange Free State, general rights of purchase of land in 
freehold by Africans had been recognized. Now, alarmed at what 
the European electorate claimed to see as a dangerous tendency on 
the part of the African population to exercise this right, the first 
Union Government sought in this Act to limit and define the areas 
in which acquisition by Africans might take place—this ostensibly 
with the intention of preventing the intermixture of European and 
African ownership. 

Experience, however, has repeatedly shown that it is easier to 
limit than to define rights in a multi-racial society. Particularly 
is this the case where the legislators belong to one section of those 
for whom the arrangement is being made. It is true that, under the 
Act of Union, the Africans of the Cape Province still retained a 
franchise which they had enjoyed since the institution of represent
ative government in the old Cape Colony; but even in the Cape, the 
African voters had lost the right to send one of their own kind to 
Parliament, and the Africans of the other three contracting states 
had no political rights at all. (The existence in Natal of a provision 
for a highly discretionary franchise does not invalidate this generali
zation.) So then, as now, European interests and claims exercised 
a dominating influence on the government of the country; and 
against the determined opposition of that section of the African 
population which was already politically conscious, and of those 
Europeans who stood by the traditional policy of the Cape of equal 
rights for all civilized men, parliament legislated to restrict African 
rights in land to the already established reserves, such land as was 
already held by Africans in freehold, and such further land as might 
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be considered necessary to meet the legitimate future claims of the 
African population. It was to take twenty-three years before 
any South African Government could decide what this further 
provision should be. 

In line with the general principle of the Act, all cash tenancy by 
Africans of non-African-held land became illegal. Exemption from 
this restriction was, however, provided in respect of African 
families already established as rent-paying tenants in other than 
scheduled Native Areas—that is, the Reserves and African-owned 
land exempted under the schedule to the Act from the restrictive 
provisions of the Act. But it was understood that this exemption 
should continue only until other provision could be made for the 
people concerned. 

WHAT LAND TO BE RELEASED? 

It is significant that a challenge in the courts established the claim 
of the Africans in the Cape Province that the restrictions of this 
Act could not apply to them in view of the franchise rights which 
they shared with the European population, and until 1936, when 
those franchise rights were abolished, Africans in the Cape remained 
outside the scope of the Act. 

Significant also, although for a different reason, is the history of 
the attempts of successive governments to implement the obli
gations of the Act by delimiting both the extent and the locality of 
the further areas to be opened to acquisition by Africans. The 
Act itself made provision for the appointment of a commission to 
explore the position and to make recommendations in the light 
of its experience, its report to be completed within two years. In 
due course, the commission was appointed under the chairmanship 
of Sir W. H. Beaumont and in 1916, with a slight delay occasioned 
by the outbreak of the First World War, it presented its findings. 
It recommended the release from the restrictions of the 1913 Act 
of some 8,000,000 morgen of land, the amount of land which its 
investigations revealed as actually occupied at that date by Africans 
as recognized and established rent-paying tenants. This, together 
with the estimated 10,000,000 morgen of scheduled area, would 
have meant that ultimately some 18,000,000 morgen of land might 
pass into the hands of the African population. 

These recommendations, which were submitted to Parliament in 
the form of a Bill, proved unacceptable to all parties, European and 
African alike. Since they had been made on a specific Provincial 
basis, it was thereupon decided to refer them to a series of local 
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commit tees for review. This was done and in due course these 
commit tees presented their own proposals. These followed 
generally the lines of the Beaumont Commission's recommendat ions 
but reduced somewhat the total area proposed for release by that 
Commission. They were also rejected and it was no t unti l 1936, 
when the aftermath of the Gold Standard controversy produced 
fusion be tween the two major parties in the country, that this issue 
was brought to some sort of finality as part of what General Hertzog 
regarded as his comprehensive "solut ion to the Native p r o b l e m " . 
In that year, under the Native Trust and Land Act, legislative 
provision was made for the release of seven and a quarter million 
morgen of land for acquisition by or on behalf of Africans which, 
wi th the scheduled areas, would have opened to Africans something 
over 1 2 per cent of the whole area of the country. Most of this 
amount was specifically defined in the schedule to this Act, but 
according to the most recent estimate, that of the Tomlinson 
Commission, some 1,900,000 morgen still remain to be specified. 
Also according to that Commission, the final amount of land which 
may become "Nat ive a r ea" is not seventeen and a quarter million 
morgen but nearly nineteen and a half million morgen, which would 
bring potential Native area up to 13.7 per cent of the land of the 
country. Nearly all this land is situated in the eastern part of the 
country. It consists of some 260 scattered blocks of varying size 
and quality. 

A R E A , N O T AVAILABILITY 

But in the circumstances of South Africa, the potential amount of 
Native area does not in itself reflect or explain the nature or 
extent of African proper ty rights. These depend on the availability 
of such land. Here it is of the first importance to realize that only 
a small fraction of the areas scheduled under the 1913 Act was and is 
held in private ownership. The bulk of those areas is Native 
Reserve, the ownership of which vests in the Crown or, since 1936, 
in the Native Trust consti tuted under the Native Trust and Land 
Act of that year. It was and is densely populated by African families 
who are in effect tenants of the Trust . Their use of the land tends 
to follow a traditional pat tern, namely an arable al lotment , a 
garden site (on which the family's huts are erected) and a share of 
common grazing. The traditional size of the arable al lotment is 
five morgen, but as pressure on the available land has increased, 
many allotments are smaller than this. No man may own more than 
one lot, and while in some circumstances he may alienate his 
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interest in his lot, he may not devise it by will. In each and all of 
these areas there are considerable numbers of landless men each 
of whom hopes some time to secure an allotment. 

SEGREGATION AND THE AFRICAN NATIONAL HOME 

Thus the bulk of the scheduled areas does not provide a property 
market in the usually accepted sense of the term. The released 
areas would, it was assumed, serve this purpose. There were to 
be areas in which an aspirant class of land-owners might find an 
outlet for their resources and ambitions on land available in free
hold. But by the time these released areas received legislative 
sanction, the country's Native policy had changed from one of 
residential separation to one of separate group development. 
Already under General Hertzog's segregation policy, the Native 
areas had begun to assume the character of an African national 
home. In these circumstances, and in order to hasten the process 
of separation of Africans and Europeans, the Government of the 
day planned not only to release areas for acquisition by Africans 
but to help to purchase these areas for African settlement. Thus 
the Native Trust constituted under the 1936 Act came into the 
field as a competitive buyer and most of the land that has been 
acquired since 1936 has passed into its hands to be settled on terms 
similar to those already operating in the Reserves—that is tenancy 
on the basis of one man one lot. Little land indeed has been acquired 
for Africans in freehold and less is likely to be so acquired in the 
foreseeable future for two reasons. In the first place the restrictions 
on the amount of land open to African purchase, together with the 
Government's interest as a purchaser, has gravely aggravated the 
general tendency in these latter years for land values to rise steeply, 
so that land purchase is beyond the reach of all but a very few 
Africans. 

But an at least equally effective deterrent to African acquisition 
of land is to be found in the fact that Government policy is now 
opposed to the purchase of land by individual Africans. Where, in 
1936, the Nationalist Party strenously opposed General Hertzog's 
decision not only to release but to buy land for Africans, to-day, 
the drive of the Minister of Native Affairs is to control by public 
ownership as much as possible of the so-called Native areas, this in 
the interests of that ethnic grouping and the establishment of 
Bantu authorities under which he seeks to re-establish and maintain 
what he regards as the essential character of African society. Thus 
to-day, no African may buy land even in a released area without the 
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consent of the Minister of Native Affairs, and the Minister has 
declared that it is his policy to refuse this consent unless the 
proposed purchase fits into his plans for African social or ad
ministrative organization. 

A further significant check on the possible emergence of an 
African landed class is to be found in the decision of the Minister 
of Native Affairs to maintain the present system of land distribution 
in the Trust-controlled areas, with its tendency to fragmentation, 
rather than encourage the consolidation of holdings and the emer
gence of a full-time farming class with a reasonable standard of 
living independent of migrant labour. His rejection also of the 
proposal to convert quitrent tenure to freehold, which was 
strongly urged by the Tomlinson Commission in order to encourage 
a sense of security and enterprise, tends in the same direction. 

AFRICAN PROPERTY RIGHTS IN URBAN AREAS 

Thus it is clear that for the African population, property rights 
in rural areas are very strictly limited. But not all Africans wish 
to become farmers even if it were possible for them to do so. 
To-day, out of a population of eight and a half millions, of whom 
something more than half have to seek their livelihood outside the 
Native areas, some two millions are already fully urbanized in the 
sense that their hopes and their ambitions are essentially urban; 
and the speed with which the process of urbanization continues 
is one of the most conspicuous features of our socio-economic life. 
What opportunities do our law and our practice afford to this 
section of the population ? 

At the time of Union, a degree of residential separation had 
already been enforced in the urban areas of all the South African 
states—in the Transvaal and the Orange Free State by law, in the 
Cape Province and Natal without legislative sanction. At the same 
time there existed generally a right on the part of Africans to 
purchase property. This right continued to exist down to 1937 
when it was formally abolished by the Native Laws Amendment 
Act of that year. 

But even while Africans had the right to purchase in urban areas, 
after 1923, when the first Natives (Urban Areas) Act was passed, 
rights of tenancy were strictly limited and ownership did not 
necessarily convey the rights of occupation. Under that Act, 
Africans could be required to live in municipally provided locations 
or hostels as tenants at will of the local authority unless they owned 
and occupied property valued at £j$ and over, (in 1938 there were 
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3,431 such cases all told) ; and except in the Cape Province, even 
African-owned property might be expropriated to implement the 
principle of separation. It is true, the Natives (Urban Areas) Act 
suggested some recognition of the claims of permanently urbanized 
Africans to some form of investment and security in their place of 
domicile, by providing that areas might be set aside by the municipal 
authorities or be recognized by the Government as predominantly 
Native areas in which Africans might acquire property in freehold. 
But it is significant that the release of such areas is entirely discretion
ary and that even before the advent of a Nationalist Government 
pledged to apartheid, the provision in the Act was to all intents 
and purposes a dead letter. To-day, it is entirely without value, 
since not only has the present Minister of Native Affairs declared 
his determination to allow no new rights of freehold to Africans in 
urban areas but he is pledged to wipe out such meagre rights as 
have survived from a less rigid past. The attack on the Western 
Areas of Johannesburg under the Natives Resettlement Act of 1955, 
and the extension last year of the powers of the Group Areas 
Board to all other areas of actual or potential African ownership 
—a meagre four in all of which Lady Selborne in Pretoria is the 
most important—reflects the vigour with which the policy of 
making urban areas completely European, at least in the property 
sense, is being pursued by the doctrinaire protagonists of apartheid. 
To-day apart from these four areas which are now doomed to 
extinction, the only interest in property open to Africans who are 
not content to be tenants of municipal houses is the "privilege" 
of building a house on a municipally owned stand on a thirty-year 
lease—a concession which is itself at the discretion of the muni
cipal authorities in each individual case. And having built his 
house, if he wishes to sell it, an African can only do so to a purchaser 
who has established or can establish his right to be in the same 
urban area. The same limitation applies to business premises and 
businesses, a limitation which can be very severe in operation. It 
has already happened that a man, having built up a successful business 
in an urban location or township and wanting to sell and retire, can 
find nobody in the area with the capital necessary to purchase the 
business and is yet denied permission to sell to a would-be purchaser 
from another area. 

ALIENS VERSUS SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENS 

But in terms of the apartheid policy, urban areas are European 
areas where Africans have no right to property. Incidentally, 
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" E u r o p e a n " in this context includes aliens, who thus enjoy m o r e 
rights in our towns and cities than do South African citizens who 
have helped to build them and continue to help maintain them— 
for Africans are South African citizens in terms of our citizenship 
law. Africans, urban as well as rural , should, it is contended by the 
protagonists of apartheid, seek their proper ty rights—and indeed 
all their rights—in Native areas. But it is one of the significant 
anomalies of segregationist thinking that such towns as have come 
into being in Native areas are also European areas in terms of our 
law, wi th all the restrictions for Africans of the Natives (Urban 
Areas) Act . It is t rue that at last the Minister of Native Affairs, the 
arch apostle of apartheid, has agreed that this is, in fact, something 
of an anomaly and has stated that one day these towns must become 
African towns. But he has also made it clear that the day is to be a 
distant one . He has indeed n o w agreed that Africans should be 
allowed to purchase proper ty in these areas, but in each case his 
approval and consent must be obtained for each transaction, and 
the policy does not visualize any general withdrawal of the Urban 
Areas Act. For the rest, his plan for the urbanized African and the 
diversification of African society is l imited to the surveying of new 
townships in the Reserves where individual Africans will be per
mi t ted to purchase lots on the familiar conditions of one man one 
lot . This, wi th the potential acquisition from Europeans of rural 
trading sites and mission stations, will , in the Minister 's opinion, 
adequately mee t the needs of African investors in the foreseeable 
future. 

W h e n the present Minister of Native Affairs addressed the final 
meet ing of the Natives' Representative Council in 19^2, he 
informed the members of the Council that Africans must look for 
their own advancement to the sort of economic diversification 
through which Europeans had buil t up their society. The oppor
tunities for investment and proper ty which the Minister 's policy 
itself allows would suggest that the process of diversification will 
no t only be a lengthy one but that the Minister 's intention is that 
it should be so. 



AFRICAN TRAGEDY 
PHYLLIS NT ANT ALA. 

IT is the sad story of a whole people—8,^3^,000 souls, landless, 
homeless, destitute; a people who have been ruthlessly uprooted 
from the country but not allowed to develop roots in the towns; 
victims of a vicious worked-out system to render them homeless, 
propertyless and poor so that they can be pushed into the labour 
market to still the economic cries of the industrial age. The 
Native Reserves have them by the thousand—those young men who 
have never known life; husbands and fathers who have never known 
what home is, what family life is; fathers who do not know even 
their own children. It is the tragic story of thousands of young 
women who are widowed long before they reach the age of thirty; 
young married women who have never been mothers; young women 
whose life has been one long song of sorrow—burying one baby 
after another and lastly burying the husband—that lover she has 
never known as husband and father. To them—both men and women 
—adulthood means the end of life; it means loneliness, sorrow, 
tears and death; it means a life without a future because there is 
no present. 

Hoping to escape misery in the reserves, they form a never-
ending line to the cities where they crowd themselves with relatives 
and friends in the city slums, in the "pondokkie" or shanty towns 
sprawling round the big cities.1 Johannesburg has its share of 
these slums—Alexandra Township, that black "c i ty" of eroded 
streets—streets made boggy by ever-dripping water taps, a place 
of filth, disease, vice, and acts of violence. It has its Orlando 
Shelters, that grey "c i ty" of breeze blocks, overflowing sanitation 
buckets fermenting in the hot Transvaal sun, a place of stench and 
disease that fill the air—a hot-bed of all kinds of social evils. 

And Cape Town. Cape Town has its Windermere the beauty of 
whose name sneers at the cluster of dun-coloured beaten-out oil 
drums, beaten-out motor car shells, rusty bits of iron—all put 
together to form a roof over so many heads—a confusion of ill-
constructed, badly-lighted shacks surrounded by pools of mud, urine 
and excreta. It has its Blouvlei, Cook's Bush, Vrygrond, Eureka 
Estate, Rylands Estate, Sakkiesdorp—all death-traps winter and 

1 According to the figures of the 19^1 census, this population constantly moving between 
town and country numbered £69,000 a year, and it consisted of £03,000 males and 66,000 
females—two-thirds of whom were between twenty and thirty-nine years old and nearly 
94 % younger than fifty years. (Tomlinson Report P. 53.) 
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summer alike, for the rickety structures cannot stand the Cape 
Peninsula winter floods and in summer they are too ho t to live 
in. Durban has its Cato Manor ; Por t Elizabeth its Kors ten; 
East London its East and Wes t Bank locations—none of them fit 
for human habitation. Here stay men and women who refuse to 
succumb to the conditions of squalor in which they live. It is 
in these places and because of the deplorable inhuman conditions 
unde r which people are forced to live, that many a young life is 
ruined. It is these erosive conditions that have given rise to 
the Skollie, the Tsotsi, the thief, the cut- throat and murde re r . 
W h a t is amazing is that so many of these people still manage to 
remain decent , respectable and law-abiding. 

In the Cape Peninsula in 19^4 there were at least thirty-eight of 
these pondokkie villages on the Cape Flats and in Goodwood, Parow 
and Bellville, "Black Spots" with about 17,000 people living in 
t h e m . All 17,000 had moved to these villages because they could 
no t find accommodation in the slums of Cape Town, nor in Langa 
and Nyanga locations. Here they built their own shacks on someone 's 
ground at a rental of about five to ten shillings a m o n t h ; many, 
however , were sub-tenants. There are no amenities even of the 
barest kind—no water , no lights, no sanitation. Wa te r they buy at 
a penny per four-gallon tin from a hawker , the bush and sand dunes 
serve as latrines. In a few like Eureka Estate, whose Xhosa name 
is " K w a Qhobosh ' imfene"—meaning " a t the place where a baboon 
is knee-hal tered"—and W i n d e r m e r e , known to the people as " e 
M t s h e k o " "purg ing wi th be l ly-ache" , there is some form of bucket 
sanitation, but these are always overflowing and wi th the pools of 
water , mud , excreta, there is a foul-smelling slough that for ever 
surrounds these pondokkies. In all of them life is insecure, for these 
are hot-beds of vice and c r ime. In winter these flimsy shacks are 
beaten by storms and rivers of water form right inside the pon
dokkies, washing away ki tchen utensils, household goods and o ther 
possessions. 

During the winter of 19^4 the whole of Cook's Bush was flooded 
neck-high and most of the pondokkies were submerged, and nearly 
600 people rescued from the floods lost everything they had. And 
summer wi th its strong South-Easter in the months of Oc tober and 
November is equally dreaded. A fire breaking out in one of these 
i ron and paper shacks spreads so quickly to the others , and fanned 
by the South-Easter, the flames leap from structure to s t ructure so 
easily that often fifty to sixty of these structures are eaten up 
by flames within a few minutes and hundreds of people rendered 
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homeless with everything lost. Many a man, woman and child has 
been burnt to death in these fires; many a savings of many years 
of hard toil have been lost in these fires and many a hard-earned 
wardrobe has been burnt to ashes in these fires. 

The Cape Times of 3 November 19 £4, carried this caption: 
' 'URGENT PLAN TO CLEAR BLACK SPOTS" and went on to 
announce that the Divisional Council was waiting for the Govern
ment green light to go ahead with a plan to establish an emergency 
camp in Nyanga where 18,000 pondokkie dwellers would be settled. 
This meant that all Squatters' camps or Black Spots would now be 
controlled by the Divisional Council, and a plan of some sort in 
the building of the pondokkies and the camps be followed. Each 
family would be allotted a site on which to build and for which 
the Divisional Council would pocket the sum of £1 per site. The 
owners would have to provide their own building material. This 
"Emergency Camp" has since been established. There are thre^ of 
these camps in this area—"Kraaifontein", whose people came 
mainly from pondokkies in the Kraaifontein, Bellville and Goodwood 
areas. Here there is a main road of sorts, the sand dunes have been 
levelled out by the Council, there is a pit latrine to each family, 
a water tap, and all the pondokkies stand in rows, and here the 
people have shown how ingenious they can be, shown their desire 
to have a home, real homes, stopping at nothing to make these 
temporary shelters presentable. They have used every penny they 
could spare to put up strong well-constructed pondokkies. The 
ugly rusty iron has been painted by most, the insides neatly 
finished off with brown paper over the sheets of cardboard; some 
have the insides lined with ceiling board, the floors lined with 
bricks and covered with flooring board; some even have pieces 
of dining room, bedroom and kitchen furniture. Needless to say, 
this is the show-piece of the Divisional Council even though 
perhaps the Council's contribution towards making this camp 
presentable has been the slightest. 

Then there is "Brown's Farm". Here too most of the pon
dokkies are arranged in rows, strongly built, of a fairly large 
size. But there is neither water nor sanitation—for latrines, 
the people hide behind the bush and the sand dunes. Most of 
these people came from Cook's Bush and are the victims of the 1954. 
floods. "Sakkiesdorp" is the oldest of these camps, but there 
are many new arrivals in that part of the camp further in the bush. 
As the name implies this was a camp of hessian or sack shelters, 
but since the change-over, the people have been made to use iron 
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and timber. In the older portion of this camp, the pondokkies 
stand irregularly on little knolls around which stand pools of 
water and mud. These pondokkies look small and rickety. Those 
further in the bush stand in rows. Here also the people have 
used all their money to put up respectable pondokkies; these are 
neat and clean; some have plants ready to put in the ground when 
the time comes. As in "Kraaifontein" there are pit latrines—one 
to two families—white boxes that look very much like phone booths. 
But as in "Brown's Farm" there is no water here—water is bought 
from a hawker who brings it in a big drum on his horse-cart and 
sells it to the people at a penny per four-gallon tin and half a 
crown per drum. Only three shops serve the whole population 
of the Nyanga area and these three camps—one shop near the Cement 
Works Factory and the other two on the main road. To the people 
in Sakkiesdorp the nearest shop is about a mile away through bush 
and to those in Kraaifontein about two miles away. Fortunately, 
some Indian traders from Bellville and Parow bring them groceries 
twice a week and from them they make their weekly purchases. 

It was in Sakkiesdorp that we met Mrs. Dumani. Her pondokkie 
is one of the big ones—a fairly large bedroom and a kitchen-living 
room in front. When we visited her, her husband who works at 
night in a factory in Parow was busy partitioning off the kitchen. 
(As he works at night, Mr. Dumani should have been sleeping at this 
time, but how can a man sleep when there is a home to build for a 
man's family?) It is a neat little place, this pondokkie, with walls 
and ceiling neatly lined off with cardboard over which are neatly 
pasted sheets of brown paper. The wooden floor is firm and well-laid 
—in the bedroom there was a clean square of linoleum covering the 
floor and on top of the wardrobe was another roll of linoleum 
waiting to be laid on the dining room floor when that was finished. 
There were still stacks of material outside—iron, timber and card
board; Mrs. Dumani's plants stood in tins outside ready to be put 
in when all was ready. The material for all this had cost them £40 
and it is lucky for Mr. Dumani that he can wield a hammer, for he 
has done all the work himself with the help of a friend over the 
weekends. His neighbour Mr. Cwaka instead has had to pay 
£i£o for material and labour for his pondokkie—a man prepared to 
spend so much money on a temporary structure which he may be 
ordered to pull off the next day ? 

The Dumani family came Sakkiesdorp from Tiervlei where they 
shared a house with a & ired family. And before Tiervlei and 
Sakkiesdorp ? 
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" M r . Dumani here is my second husband—my first died here 

in Cape Town in 1949—he was Mr. Sahluko and we both came from 
the Engcobo district in the Transkei. 'U Sathana wandicela mna 
ku Thixo, waza u Thixo wampha '—The Devil asked God to give 
me to Him for a present and God did. I was only nineteen years 
when I got marr ied to my first husband in 1932 ; he was already a 
worke r here in Cape Town. He was one of four brothers and of 
these only his eldest had a piece of land to till—this having been 
handed down to him from his grandfather. But we too hoped that 
some day we would have a piece of our own and remain in the 
reserves. It was a silly h o p e . " 

"Al though I was pregnant and my husband and I would have 
loved to be together when our first child was born , he was forced 
to leave m e six months after our marriage and come to seek work in 
Cape Town. The child was born five months afterwards—a boy. But 
his father never saw him, for the child died at the age of fifteen 
months before his father could afford to join us again. It was not 
unti l the end of 19 3 £ that my husband could come home—the years 
1933 a n ( l x 934 were very bad years—there was drought in the 
reserves, the stock had died, very little had been reaped from the 
fields and all the money he sent home was used for buying food. So 
bad was the position that in all the two years he managed to buy 
just two beasts. Towards the end of 1936 I got my second baby— 
another boy. This baby my husband saw because in spite of our 
difficulties he was determined to stay by me until the child was 
born . He left for the city again in 1937 when the baby was three 
months . He never saw him again. The baby died at the age of 
ten months . My husband's intention when he left in 1937 was to 
remain in town for only two years and then re turn to the reserves 
for good and build his own home. But he lost his job—a good job 
that paid h im £8 a month—and after hunting for a job for three 
months he managed to get a £6 job as a c leaner . " 

"So in 1938 we decided that I should join him in town . W e 
shared a room wi th two other couples—also from Engcobo—in 
Napier Street and for the room we paid £1 per family per month . 
Three couples in one r o o m ! Just like animals, no privacy at al l! I 
got a job as cook soon after my arrival and this brought in another 
£6 so be tween the two of us we had £1 2 a month . But in 1940 I fell 
pregnant and did no t go back to service unti l my baby-daughter was 
two years old. I had to go back to work , but wi th a baby on my 
back there was no hope of finding a job . So I was forced to par t 
wi th her . I sent her away under charge of some friends who 
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happened to be returning 'home' to the reserves—to be looked 
after by her father's mother. I went into service again, this time 
getting an extra ten shillings to my six pounds a month and my hus
band also had got a better paying job in one of the Bazaars at £3 a 
week. Putting 1945" as our dead-line for going back to the reserves, 
we tried to save as much as we could, putting away in the Post Office 
every penny of my wages and trying to make do with my husband's 
£3 a week; my husband walking to his work in the Bazaar in town 
and I coming out to the room once or twice a week and sending £3 
every two months for the maintenance of the child in the reserves." 

"So in April 194^, we packed and left for the reserves for 
good—so we thought. When we got there we quickly put up a home 
of our own not very far from that of the old people, bought two cows 
and two oxen and then started the vain search for a piece of land; 
even one to hire if we could not get one of our own. You can have 
no idea how scarce these allotments are. There was a time when a 
bribe could secure one some arable plot, but by 1945* these were so 
scarce that even your fattest heifer could not secure you a single 
acre. My husband was in the Engcobo Land Office every Tuesday, 
waiting there with many others and he used to tell me how of 
the twenty to thirty people there on any Tuesday, only five or 
six would get land allotted them. Twice he was told that as his 
father and brother had allotments he could not get any. There were 
men as old as his father who had never had any allotments. Mean
while the drought was becoming worse and worse—there 
hadn't been any milk now for five years since the castration2 of the 
bulls in 1939-40, the field crop had been poor and the stock had died 
of thirst and hunger—one of our cows too had died in the winter of 
1946 after calving. The little money we had brought with us was 
fast being spent." 

"And so it was that my husband left for Cape Town in February 
of 1947. I never saw him again. He spent most of 1947 in and 
out of hospital and in 1948 he died of T.B. here in Cape Town. 
1 could not even come down for the funeral—I had no money 
for the journey. It was only months after that I could manage 
to come down, leaving my home and my child. I never saw my 
daughter again. She died in 1951 at the age of eleven. And so the 
2 In 1939-40 the Government sent its officials to castrate the bulls of the people in the 
Transkei (each herd usually had its own bull), on the promise that the Government would 
send the people milk-producing bulls that would improve their stock. But instead of the 
Friesland, Jersey and Shorthorn bulls that the officials had spoken of, Afrikander bulls— 
non-milk-producers—were sent. These were so few—one bull to each Ward—that very few 
cows were ever covered in a year and very few calves were born. This was the first factor 
that made milk so scarce in the reserves. 
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last link with my late husband was gone. There was nothing left of 
what I had with him—the home in which we had hardly lived to
gether during our nineteen years of married life was in a bad state of 
repair, our few beasts had not increased, the little money we had was 
gone and now our only surviving child was dead; everything was 
gone. So even though his people wanted me to stay on with them I 
could not—what was there to remain for?' ' 

"So back to town I came and in 19^2 I met and married Mr. 
Dumani who worked in a furniture shop in town earning £3 ^s. a 
week. We stayed as sub-tenants in a room in Kensington paying 
a rent of £3 a month. I got back to the job I left before going 
home in 19^1. In 19^3 we were ejected from this room for 
failure to pay rent. The chief tenant to whom we paid our £3 
a month never paid a penny to the landlord for nine months, 
and though the landlord was sympathetic there was nothing he 
could do for us—according to the law we had not paid our rent. 
To Cook's Bush we moved, then built our own shack in March 1953. 
We lost this with everything we had in a fire that broke out one 
night in November then. We soon put up new ones—these were 
flooded out in the winter floods of 19^4 when the water rose neck-
high and our pondokkies were like little boats in an ocean of 
water. There again we lost everything except the clothes we stood 
in and a blanket each. This time it was really hard for we had 
not recovered from the fire of the previous year. So, rather 
than go to Nyanga, we decided to look for a place—dry and solid 
even if it meant paying three pounds for rent. We managed to 
get this place in Tiervlei where we shared a house with a coloured 
family. My husband had got a job near—in Parow—the job he 
has now. Here again we were not to stay—the Inspectors came; 
they wanted 'no natives among coloured people'—we had to go to 
the emergency camp in Nyanga or I would have to go back to the 
reserves." 

"So one wet morning we were brought here by lorry, dumped 
in the bush and had to do what best we could to provide shelter 
for ourselves and our possessions. On occasions like these I 
sometimes feel thankful I have no children; it is really heart
breaking to those who have children and have to run around in 
the cold with them on their backs, carrying them around as a 
cat carries its young in its teeth. This is another pondokkie-
land and we will be smoked out of this place one day just as we used 
to be smoked out in Cooks' Bush. The £40 we used in the build
ing of this place is about all the savings we had; transport is 

3 
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bad, it costs so much. Return to the reserves, they say. What is 
there to go back to ? Those from the reserves tell us that the position 
there is worse than it is in the towns—at least here one can still 
take in washing and get some five to ten shillings for it depending 
on how liberal one's mistress is. In the Ciskei where my hus
band comes from the position is worse than it is in the Trans-
kei; for generations now so very few have had arable plots 
of land; all his brothers are in the big cities working, so are his 
sisters and their husbands; his mother and father were in the 
cities too, they only went back to die in the reserves. There is 
nothing to go back to. What is there to go back to?" 

Her story is typical of many of these people who are forever 
moving up and down between town and country, every day of every 
month of every year. The reserves are eroded bare and cannot 
provide any livelihood for the people. It is not a question of over
stocking and the bad farming methods of the * 'native'' as some would 
have us believe, but a question of over-population and a crying 
demand for the re-distribution of the land. There is not enough 
land for those who would like to remain on the land as peasants, 
not because the land has been used as pasture but because it 
has been occupied by the increasing population. The Native 
Reserves to-day are so over-crowded that in some areas the 
population density is from 94 to over 200 per square mile—the 
wonder is that there is still a blade of grass growing. If the cattle 
owned by the Africans were to be divided among the people 
there would not be enough to go round, for each person would get 
just a horn and an ear. This is against seventy head of cattle per 
white farmer. It is so with the sheep too, for to every five sheep 
that an African owns there are ninety per white farmer. These 
figures then explode the lie of over-stocking. Milk to-day in 
the reserves is a luxury, so much of a luxury that many children 
born ten to fifteen years ago have never seen milk from a cow, 
never tasted amasi3 from the family cow for there is no family 
cow. If they know milk at all it is as it is sold in tins in the shops. 
4'Bad farming methods of the native"—and who is there to 
produce crops for consumption and market, when all the able-
bodied men and women are in the work centres and if young women 
there are, it is those far advanced in pregnancy and those with 
young babies? The reserves to-day are a haven for the infirm, the 
aged and the children. 

The Glen Grey Act and all the Land Acts never gave the African 
3 A form of buttermilk. 
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land; the reserves were never meant to provide the African 
with land from which to squeeze out a livelihood. In the first 
place most of the land in the reserves is crown land and the 
people have no rights on it, they can be moved any day and re
ceive compensation only for the huts they have put on it; even 
in those areas where there is some form of individual tenure of 
land, in fact the people have no rights. For they may not dispose 
of the land as they like, they may not stay away from it beyond 
a certain period, it my not be mortgaged nor is it divisible by 
will and is inheritable only in terms of a Table of Succession, 
based on a system of primogeniture. If we compare the rural land 
area with the rural population we find that 124,186,000 morgen 
of land are owned and occupied by only 700,000 Whites, while 
6,02£,£47 Africans are crowded into 17,^18,977 morgen of crown 
land called the "Native Reserves". The problem of the African, 
the cause behind this story of a people's agony is LANDLESSNESS: 
LANDLESSNESS, so that the people will be forced out into the 
labour market, to the mines and farms where they will be herded 
together in camps, compounds and locations, where each white 
industrialist, farmer and housewife will be allotted his or her 
fair share of hands. In the towns only their labour is wanted— 
themselves not. 

Each day after they have given of their labour, they must go 
and hide themselves away behind some bush or sand dune, to 
come out only when their hands are wanted again. To remain 
in the towns they must carry permits—documents legalising 
their stay, and every man and woman and every boy of sixteen 
and over must carry on his or her person this document of per
mission and must produce it on demand by an official anywhere and 
at any time; failure to produce it may mean going to jail as if 
one were a criminal; it may mean work on a work-colony; it may 
mean being trucked back to the reserves whether one has a home 
there or not. It is not that the town does not want them, not 
that their hands are not needed—these are the people who rear 
the white child the moment it arrives from the nursing home 
until it is a teen-ager; the people who keep the white man and 
his home clean; the people who cook his food, the people who 
have built the great towers in which the white man lives; the 
people who have made him rich. The purpose is to make them 
forever feel unwanted, insecure, feel that they are in town because 
of some kind and benevolent Government official, feel inferior and 
sub-human and not fit to reap the ordinary fruits of their labour. 
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Is there a political solution to the troubles of Kenya—a solution, 
that is, within the framework of existing parties and party-
political activity? That, of course, is what the vast majority of 
Europeans in Kenya have never believed: they have traditionally 
held—they hold it still—the idea that political change should 
never be allowed to reduce their dominant control of the 
country's affairs. Their immediate response to Mau Mau, 
typically enough, was to abolish all African political organiza
tions: only after that did they turn their attention to military 
repression. Their crisis is therefore a chronic one. 

But it goes through different phases. Before examining the 
present phase, let us have a look at the last one: at the "emer
gency" and the consequences of the "emergency". By the 
middle of last summer the British Government seemed confident 
that the repression had largely done its work. "The most 
striking thing about Kenya today," said Mr. John Hare, Minister 
of State for Colonial Affairs, last June, "is that while the Emer
gency is not yet over, the end is at least in sight and militant 
Mau Mau is affecting the life of the Colony less and less. .The 
latest estimate of terrorist strength is not much more than i ,000, 
compared with 1,7^0 only three months ago. There are now only 
five major leaders at large as against about fifty a year ago." 
Mau Mau, since then, has continued to weaken month by month, 
and in October the Government could triumphantly announce 
the capture of Dedan Kimathi, perhaps the most important of 
the five leaders still at large. 

Thousands were still in concentration camps and prisons. A 
couple of months later the Heaton Report put it this way: 
"Valuable work has been done in the last three years in the 
rehabilitation of thousands of members of Mau Mau. At the 
height of the emergency some 72,000 members of Mau Mau were 
in detention and prison camps in the Colony. The number of 
members of Mau Mau still in detention and in prison camps now 
is about 44,000, and they are being released at an average rate 
of 1, £00 a mo'nth. By the middle of 195*7 the bulk of the 
short- and middle-term Mau Mau convicts will have finished their 
prison sentences, and those remaining will be, for the most 
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part, those convicted of the more serious criminal offences, and 
therefore best dealt with by ordinary prison methods. . . . " 

So there would seem to be some grounds for the British 
Government's confidence; and some hope that the severity of the 
repression may be alleviated in the near future—and even, 
conceivably, that non-European politics may begin again. Is it 
surprising that the repression has "paid off"? On the contrary, 
what is surprising is that African resistance should have lasted so 
long. When the history of all this comes to written, then it will 
be seen, I fancy, that the Mau Mau rebellion—however morally 
disgusting in many of its manifestations and however politically 
misguided—was after all, a turning point. It will have left its 
deep indelible mark. For this was no mere murderous eruption, 
soon mastered, soon put down—just one more " t rouble" in the 
story of so many "troubles ' ' . Severity on one side was more than 
matched by severity on the other. Nothing shows this better 
than the bleak statistical answer provided last summer by the 
Minister of State for the Colonies, to a question from Mr. Fenner 
Brockway on the number of executions carried out since the 
fighting began. This answer is worth quoting in full: 

Charges 

Murder -
Unlawful Possession of 

Fire-arms -
Unlawful Possession of 

Amn. and Explosives -
Consorting with Terrorists 
Furthering Terrorism 
Demanding Supplies for 

Terrorists -

Totals -

Period 

2 o / i o / r 2 

to 

19/7/55 

*S7 

2 8 8 

87 
2 1 9 

8 

2 

9 0 9 

to 

3 J / 1 2 / ^ 

32 

3 2 

8 

3 

79 

1/1/56 

to 
3i/3/^6 

8 

17 

2 7 

Total 

2 o / l o / c 2 

to 
31/3/^6 

2 9 7 

337 

95 
2 2 2 

8 

2 

1*015 

This table shows that for nearly three and a half years the Euro
peans in Kenya were hanging Africans at the rate of nearly one 
a day. It is perhaps the best (if also the most painful) comment 
on the real nature of the emergency. 
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N o w it might be expected, in face of all this bloodlet t ing, 
that the governors of Kenya would submit themselves to a pret ty 
severe course of self-examination. For whatever shape Mau Mau 
may have taken in the course of the fighting, nobody really 
doubts that it took its rise from African despair at ever being 
able to secure peaceful change. For years before the emergency 
was declared, after all, every intelligent European in Kenya (and 
even every unintelligent European, and there are plenty of those) 
was perfectly well aware of the existence of profound African 
grievances. They might differ on the nature and justification of 
the grievances: they knew the grievances were there . Those 
who wanted to could easily discover what Africans felt about 
their lot , and what they really wanted. They needed only to 
consult one or o ther of the sensible and well-informed leaders 
of the Kenya African Union ; or read the political l i terature which 
the Union put out from t ime to t ime. There was absolutely no 
excuse for European ignorance—except European indolence, 
irresponsibility, and prejudice. 

But indolence, irresponsibility, and prejudice must surely be 
st irred by the last few years in Kenya? Yes, up to a point , they 
have been ; but the point is not very far. Great energy has been 
spent in providing abstruse anthropological and magical expla
nations for Mau Mau. W e have had a Royal Commission which 
has issued a learned and immensely long repor t . Ret i red 
Governors have descanted sadly in the columns of The Times. 
British Ministers have fiddled wi th the minutiae of constitutional 
change. But the results are extraordinarily small in terms of 
genuine change. Amazingly enough, the Kenya political position 
remains today very like it was before. W i t h a few fresh reser
vations, a little less insolence, a modified arrogance, most Kenya 
Europeans are saying (and evidently thinking) much the same 
things they said and thought before. Their tr iple objectives are 
unchanged : they wanted, and they still want , to shift responsi
bility for Kenya from Whitehal l to Nai robi ; to build into any 
conceivable future constitution a cast-iron guarantee that they, 
the Europeans, shall remain the real government of the count ry ; 
and to concede to Africans no more than the shadow and the 
fringe of what Africans want in terms of land and livelihood, 
social and political rights, unquestioned equality of human status. 

This year we have seen small constitutional changes. Africans 
are given a little more political representation in a closely con
trolled legislative Counci l : but the apparent concession is at 
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once paralleled by an increase in European political representa
t ion. Kenya still lags far behind the political practice and ideology 
both of Uganda and Tanganyika. Its Legislative Council is still 
packed wi th Europeans who completely dominate it in every 
field of its work or authority. These Europeans, as I say, are still 
faithful to their past ideas and prejudices. 

In March, t rue enough, there will be elections at which 
Africans will be able to vote for their half-dozen representatives 
on the Legislative Counci l : about 4^0,000 (out of a total African 
population of over £ millions) are expected to be eligible for the 
voting roll . And one of Kenya's Ministers, Mr. Vasey, has gone so 
far as to declare hinlself in support of progress towards a common 
electoral roll (a voting list, that is, common to all racial communi
ties) ; although it was clear from what he said that the progress 
would be nothing if no t extremely slow. But these things do 
not in the least satisfy African (or Asian) aspirations. Europeans 
may have thought it a big thing to admit Africans to "par i ty of 
representa t ion"—they meant , of course, in numbers , not in real 
influence: but Africans no longer accept parity. They point to 
neighbouring countries and ask for much more than parity. Said 
a very moderate African leader not long ago on this point—he 
was Mr. Kodhek of the Nairobi District African Congress: 
" W h a t the Africans wanted was to modify the Lyttleton Plan 
(for constitutional change) now to allow two additional Africans 
in the Legislative Council and one additional African Minister 
wi th a Portfolio. The non-African said that we could not have 
these at their expense, and that any changes must include 
increases in their own numbers to keep Africans in the third 
place in their own c o u n t r y . " The brutal fact is that the political 
balance of power in Kenya has no t shifted at all : or , if it has, 
then it has shifted towards the Europeans, not away from them. 
This must seem a curious way of trying to make peace. 

No wonder , then, that leading Africans in Kenya declare that 
European ambitions and intentions are unchanged. One of them, 
Mr . Tom Mboya, wri t ing lately in Drum, remarked that the 
"basic racial at t i tude of the Europeans has not a l t e red" despite 
the changes which had taken place since the emergency. ' 'Today, 
many people talk of the need for Europeans to make concessions 
and gestures which will help to win confidence in European 
leadership. But the African does not ask for concessions, nor 
need gestures of European generosity. He is not asking for 
privileges. The African asks for his rights. He seeks to establish 
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equality of all individuals, black, b rown or whi te . In this demand 
there can be no half-way compromise , for it is ei ther absolute 
equality or superiority of one over the o ther . 

" I t is because of t h i s , " continued Mr . Mboya, " t h a t I believe 
that the whole idea of multi-racialism or partnership is bound 
to fail. Both these terms are open to a variety of interpretat ions, 
but in their East and Central African context they mean recog
nit ion of participation of all racial groups in the Government . 
They consist no t of the recognit ion of individual citizenship 
rights but of group rights. . . . " N o w it is just these " g r o u p 
r i gh t s " that Europeans in Kenya will not recognise: or , if they 
do recognise them, then they recognise them only on a " m u l t i 
rac ia l" basis. Africans can have certain rights, that is, provided 
that these are "African r i g h t s " . They cannot have human rights 
like everyone else. But this, as Mr . Mboya also said, is the best 
way to perpetuate and inflame racialism. "Insistence on a 
'multi-racial ' G o v e r n m e n t , " said Mr. Mboya, and surely he was 
right, "wi l l in fact help to p romote racialism, and hence create 
even greater dangers to the Europeans than they at present 
r ecogn ise . " 

The politics and parties of Kenya are still, therefore, what they 
were before: a flimsy camouflage for European autocracy. 
Behind and beyond that autocracy the non-European peoples of 
Kenya suffer and persist, thinking their own thoughts, hoping 
their own hopes, expecting little from their masters—and 
waiting, no doubt , for the day when those masters shall at last 
have lost their power . O n all that, there is little that can usefully 
be said. In the political foreground, meanwhile , the settlers have 
divided into two main political groupings—respectively, the 
followers of Mr . Michael Blundell and the Independence Group 
that is led by Group-Captain Briggs. In last autumn's elections 
the Independence Group won eight of the fourteen European 
"e lec ted seats" in the Legislative Council , and the followers of 
Mr . Blundell won the rest , the Capricorn and Federal Indepen
dence Party 's candidates being defeated. N o w Mr. Blundell 's 
views are reasonably well known. Wha t does this newly consti
tuted—and rather successful—Independence Group want for 
Kenya? It wants—and these, please note , are the more "p rogres 
s ive" of the settlers—exactly what the Kenya settlers have 
always wanted. 

" W e intend to p r e s s " , said a pre-electoral statement signed 
by its leaders, " for progressive transfer of executive authority 
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from the Colonial Office to the Government of Kenya, and for 
the progressive removal of restrictions on the legislative authority 
of the Legislative Council of Kenya. This implies no desire to 
cut adrift from the Imperial connexion"—the Kenya settlers, you 
see, are not quite so arrogant as they used to be—"(for ) that 
must be maintained, not only for purposes of defence and foreign 
relations, but also by reason of our affection and loyalty for the 
Queen and fellow-countrymen in the United Kingdom and the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h . " The fellow-countrymen in the United King
dom, after all, provided most of the money and most of the 
soldiers in the late " e m e r g e n c y " . 

" B u t " — a n d here comes the main po in t—"we must aim at full 
control of our internal affairs at the earliest possible date. W e 
would agree to the Colonial Office reserving power of veto in 
respect of racial legislat ion." 

Even the Kenya settlers know that the Colonial Office has had 
that veto in Southern Rhodesia since 1923, and has never once 
used it . But " w e are opposed to any scheme of provincial 
independence which might go so far as to deprive Europeans of 
leadership and control of the Colony as a w h o l e " . And that ' s 
tha t : the majority group of Europeans is hereby serving not ice on 
the wor ld that it wants, and means to have, exactly what its 
fathers and forefathers wanted. Can Africans in Kenya be blamed 
for despairing of ever getting sense out of such people ? 

Yet in spite of all these limitations, there is certain to be a 
political struggle in Kenya over the coming months and years. 
No solution may be possible within the present framework of 
parties and constitutional rights—everything confirms that this 
is t r u e : then, in that case, the framework will have to be changed. 
And if it cannot be changed then it will have to be shattered. 
Though nothing may shift in the minds of Kenya settlers, a 
great deal shifts in the minds of Africans: and a great deal shifts 
in the wor ld that lies beyond the racial barriers of Africa. In 
spite of their loud declarations of self-confidence, the Kenya 
settlers are no longer the self-elected supermen they once 
believed themselves to b e : and for all their crippling losses, the 
Africans of Kenya are no longer the mere objects of policy. There 
exists, today, an African public opinion. It has learnt from its 
experiences and its sufferings. It is becoming mature . It will 
no t be set aside, casually, contemptuously, for much longer. 
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D U R I N G the latter part of the 19th century the Congo Free 
State—the sole proper ty of King Leopold II of Belgium— was 
mostly known by the shocking tales of the exploitation of 
Africans there . Charges of maladministration were not only 
levelled, but also proven, once provoking the resignation of 
Governor C. Janssen, in protest against the high-handed methods 
of the King's agents in the Congo. Public opinion and indig
nation, in Belgium as in o ther countries, decided the Belgian 
Senate to take over the Congo Free State on November 1 £th, 
1 9 0 8 . 

If the transfer of power took place without ceremony, Belgium 
at once took measures to ensure a fair and enlightened adminis
trat ion of its new colony, in real agreement wi th the high 
humanitarian principles that Leopold II had never ceased to 
profess, but had been unable to bring into pract ice. It must be 
admitted that the result is outstanding in colonial Africa. Though 
the Belgian Government and Belgian business men and indus
trialists had no such colonial experience as ei ther Great Britain 
or France, they have achieved what can well be called a unique 
state in Africa. 

Former Governor-General , M. Pierre Ryckmans, has stated on 
more than one occasion that the corner-stone of the Belgian 
policy in the Congo is : "The Belgian Congo is a black mans 
country". This does not mean that Europeans are unwelcome; 
far from it. But the Congo Governor ' s first duty is to look after 
the welfare and the future of the Congolese. Whi tes are welcome 
provided they are willing to contr ibute an important tax, the 
proceeds of which must be spent in the Congo for local develop
men t . Any whi te unable to cover his expenses is at once shipped 
home , thus preventing the creation of a class of poor whites— 
which is anywhere a serious barr ier to African advancement. 
In the Belgian Congo nei ther whites nor Congolese have any 
political rights or vote. Hence the Government ' s paternalistic 
policy can be said to be able to operate quite freely. Similar 
condit ions exist elsewhere in the African cont inent , usually to 
the de t r iment of the Africans. Not so in the Congo. Why? How? 
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There is little doubt that the Belgian administration, taking 

control of the Congo following upon a long period of fierce 
denunciations of shocking abuses by the King's agents, has been, 
from the beginning, anxious to do be t te r . The Governor and his 
aides have watched wi th great at tention the measures taken by 
their great neighbours, especially France and Great Britain. 
They have not been low to notice how the mere grant of 
political rights wi thout an ?;:companying improvement in the 
material well-being of the Africans does not lead to happy 
relations. 

W e often hear of paternalism in colonial administration in 
Africa—but nowhere is it so evident as in the Belgian Congo. 
The reason is probably to be found in the general att i tude of 
industry towards its black workers . In this field Belgian indus
trialists are certainly far in advance, in their practices, of their 
colleagues elsewhere in Africa. In Elisabethville, for instance, 
the seat of the huge Compagnie Miniere du Haut-Katanga— 
exploiting the same copper deposit found in the Copper Belt of 
Nor the rn Rhodesia—workers ' salaries are graded in some 
twenty-one classes. By improving their skill Congolese workers 
can pass from a lower to a higher classification, wi th corres
pondingly increased wages. And the company is helping them in 
this, by providing free classes daily after work . Attendance by 
the workers is entirely free, yet average regularity is above 90 
per cent . These courses are given by whi te workers who have 
spent the whole day at their job , and they are not paid for this 
" s e r v i c e " . Yet, they, too, seldom miss their classes. W h e n I 
inquired on the Copper Belt whether similar courses existed, 
the only answers I received amounted t o : " W h y should we do 
i t ? " This at t i tude, no doubt, partly accounted for t roubled 
labour conditions at the t ime. 

Whi le in Elisabethville, I was shown around the workers ' 
town on the mine ' s compound by a young man who had gone 
through a complete bui lder 's course. One of the buildings he 
showed m e wi th pr ide was a neat nursery school, a nice one 
room affair. He pointed out the beams inside the roof: " D o 
you see these names? W h e n we completed this school, as part 
of our regular training, the general manager of the Cie. Miniere 
came to inspect it . He congratulated us on our work , then said: 
' There is one more thing I wish you to do. W r i t e your names 
on these beams. Later on people will r emember you, and you' l l 
be able to show also what you bui l t ! ' " . Such a comprehension 
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of the value of the human element in labour by management is 
unique in Africa. It explains a great deal of the general content
men t in the Belgian Congo too . Alone also in Africa the adminis
trat ion has fully realized the waste and the blunder of "migrant 
labour", which compels hundreds of thousands of workers to 
live in huge compounds—without their families. By law, in the 
Belgian Congo, industry is compelled to provide for the family 
accommodation of its workers and every marr ied worke r must 
reside wi th his family. In cities, workers are even encouraged 
to buy and own their houses. 

Yet, even in the Congo, events in Asia and elsewhere in the 
great cont inent are penetrat ing the minds of the Congolese, 
even though very few of them so far, have been allowed by the 
administration to seek further training abroad. Last year, 
especially, has seen many events pointing to the need for change 
and emphasizing the demand for quicker reforms in the Congo. 

Already in his annual Governor-General ' s speech to the 
Government Council in 19^5", M. L. Petillon had pointed o u t : 
" F o r the Congo of today, the essential question is—I must 
stress it—that of human relations between whi te and b lack ' ' . He 
took occasion to condemn rash action by some of the settlers, 
quoting the words of Governor-General Eboue (an African, in 
French Equatorial Africa): "If there are some who don ' t agree 
wi th our chosen policy, we w o n ' t bear them any grudge. They 
are at l iberty to leave us and we will bid them a courteous 
g o o d - b y e " . 

Early in 19^6 M. A. A. J. van Bilsen, professor at the Institute 
Universitaire des Terr i toires d 'ou t re -mer , in Brussels, published 
a 29 pages " 3 0 years* plan for the political emancipation of the 
Belgian Africa". He pointed out that Belgian empiricism had so 
far produced no doctors , veterinaries, engineers, high civil 
service workers or army officers. He stated clearly that pater
nalism was out of date, having no difficulty in showing what had 
happened to o ther colonial powers unwilling to read the signs 
of the t imes. His suggestion is a federation be tween Belgium 
on the one hand and a great Congolese Federation on the o ther . 
He wen t so far as to suggest that the Belgian Government ask 
the United Nations to offer its help and suggestions in hastening 
and ensuring the realisation of such a plan. His plans would 
necessitate the usual democrat ic freedoms for the Congolese, 
and the introduct ion of a regular political life in a land where 
such notions have long been dampened. 
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Almost at the same t ime the Roman Catholic Episcopate made a 

Declaration, affirming that "the rights of the natives must have 
priority". It studied also such problems as private property— 
labour and its remunerat ion (any difference in wages solely based 
on a racial difference would be unfair)—trade unions—human 
relations and, last of all, political emancipation (all the inhabi
tants of a country are in duty bound to contr ibute actively to the 
general welfare. They have the right to take part in the conduct 
of public affairs). 

Last July the Belgian Socialist Party, now in power wi th the 
Liberal Party, while admitt ing all that had been achieved so far 
in the Congo, made plain that what is needed n o w is a strong 
change in the general policy: from economics, welfare and pater
nalism, the way must now lead to social and political development. 
From its seven-point Action Programme we extract the follow
ing: "Ful l practical freedom of association, meet ing and press. 
The establishment, first in the urban centres , of local assemblies 
elected by universal suffrage. The establishment, at a later stage, 
of provincial assemblies by universal suffrage. The gradual 
extension of local and provincial powers . . . Colonists should 
only be supported as far as their enterprises and services con
t r ibute to the emancipation of the natives, and to the develop
men t of a harmonious community life . . . Primary education 
should become compulsory for girls as well as for boys1 . . . 
Revision of the labour legislation in connection wi th the number 
of working hours , holidays wi th pay, labour inspection, health 
insurance. The creation of consumers ' co-operatives, and the 
creation of a social council in which capital and labour are 
equally represented . . . " 

Such pronouncements , coming from responsible Belgian 
voices, are certainly wor th noting. Many of the suggested 
reforms run well ahead of actual conditions in British Africa, for 
instance, except in Wes t Africa. But 19^6 heard for the first time 
the authentic voices of the Congolese themselves, thinking aloud about 
their future. In July, Conscience Africaine, an African-owned news
paper in Leopoldville, pr inted a Manifesto, prepared by a group 
of Congolese evolues.2 Compared wi th similar declarations of 
1 Primary and secondary education has traditionally been entrusted to the Missions— 
Roman Catholic and Protestant, which received similar grants. Recently, however, 
" l ay" schools have been opened up in the Congo; they are open to Congolese and 
European children alike. This experiment is proving satisfactory. Two Universities 
exist also; one directed by Roman Catholic teachers, the other, at Elisabethville, by the 
State. 
2 Educated Congolese. 
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nationalist leaders elsewhere in Africa, the Manifesto is entirely 
wi thout anger. It takes for granted that the Belgians can be 
trusted to do what is right once they see the light. Its demands 
are modera te , wi thout any racialism. Its aim is a Congolese 
nation, "composed of Africans and Europeans" , while it affirms 
" w e want to be civilized Congolese, no t black-skinned Euro
p e a n s . " The Manifesto rejects " t h e principle of 'equal but 
separated' , as hur t fu l " , and says: " t h e Belgians must understand 
as of now, that their rule in the Congo will not last forever ' ' . But 
the authors of the Manifesto reject the use of political parties as 
well as any recourse to violence. Its p r ime aim is to weld the 
Congolese into a real na t ion: " W e believe that it is perfectly 
possible for heathens, Catholics, Protestants, Salvationists and 
Moslems to agree on a program of common welfare which 
respects the principle of natural ethics engraved into the hearts 
of all men . . . This program can best be realized by the united 
Congolese wi th sincere respect for every one 's bel iefs" . Such a 
mild and moderate declaration may have startled some hard-
boiled set t lers ; it must certainly have pleased the administration, 
and given it the feeling that its efforts were appreciated and not 
useless. 

But how representative of the Congolese nation were the writers of 
the Manifesto? One month after its appearance another group 
added its voice : The ABAKO, a cultural association of the 
Ba-Congo people (western Congo) . Its tone was different, far 
less tolerant of Belgian rule and far less patient . 

Abako criticizes the Manifesto for its disdain of " t h e means 
by which a country is led . . . Is it possible for one to par
ticipate in the government of a country while by-passing politics? 
. . . The contest among parties, although dangerous, is very neces
sary in a democracy". All the various above-mentioned documents 
have a good deal to say about economic progress. Abako, while 
supporting the Manifesto in its demands for far higher wages for 
African workers , is quite vocal as to the big business men whose 
"social works are in reality only reinvestments of profits . . . 
to distract the tourists and to mislead the v is i tors" . Abako is 
equally vocal against the regime " w h i c h has earned for the Congo 
the title of empire of s i lence ' ' . They fully agree wi th Mr. A. van 
Bilsen who has writ ten : " I believe . . .that political maturi ty 
precedes in many cases the capacity to admin is te r" , but Abako 
will have nothing to do wi th any " 3 0 year p l a n " . "It is today 
that we must he granted freedom, rather than to set it hack thirty years 
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hence \ The Ba-Congo leaders realize that the Congo is a he tero
geneous agglomeration of people and so they too , seek a Congolese 
Federation. They affirm, however , that such a Federation can 
never become part of the Belgian territory—as French Togoland, 
for instance, is part of the French Union. Because of the Congo's 
size, and its amazing wealth especially, they see their future not as 
another province of Belgium, but ra ther as a par tner in some 
Belgian Commonweal th , on an equal footing wi th the mother -
country. 

There is no doubt that the Governor-General and his admini
stration have not been caught napping. They have long realized 
that the Congo could not escape the wave of emancipation 
sweeping across the African continent . Already in the larger 
centres some representative assemblies have been set up , wi th 
elected members . Some months ago in Leopoldville, I learned 
much about such developments, which have brought to the fore 
a number of outstanding Congolese men until then often unknown 
to the administration. 

The Governor is well aware of the growing demand for politi
cal life, the desire for a fuller life than is possible under an en
lightened paternalism, however well-meaning and generous. 
On both sides there is certainly a great deal of goodwill. The recent 
visit of King Baudouin has evoked a natural and ready response, 
enthusiasm even, among a great many Congolese, who have not 
forgotten the King's rebuke to those Europeans who want to 
treat Africans as second-class individuals. It is to be hoped that 
Belgian political parties will rise to their unique opportuni ty and 
allow the Congo to become another Ghana. 
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MANY racial segregationists in the Union of South Africa, like 
Prime Minister Strijdom and other Nationalist party officials, are 
deriving obvious comfort from the widening conflict over 
desegregation in the United States. The questions are bluntly 
asked: "What right has the United States to criticize us when 
she cannot solve her own racial problems without calling out the 
militia? " "If she cannot integrate her small Negro population 
which is culturally similar to the white population, what does 
she expect of us who are surrounded by a sea of primitive African 
blacks?" 

These indignant questions are based on the patently false 
assumption that the status of persons of African descent in the 
United States is not substantially different from the status of 
Africans in the Union of South Africa. The questions also reveal 
an understandable ignorance of major trends in Negro-white 
relations in America. 

Undoubtedly these observers see in American racial disturban
ces what they desperately wish to see in them, a justification for 
apartheid. But as a matter of fact there is little in the relations 
between Negroes and Whites in the United States which should 
provide much comfort to a South African segregationist. Indeed 
American experience would supply many valuable aids to that 
brave group in the Union who are sincerely seeking a solution to 
interracial conflicts in a multiracial society. The emphasis here 
is on solution, not suppression by brute force of one segment of 
the population, which seems to be the ultimate means of the 
great majority of whites in the Union of South Africa. 

The American labor movement today as represented by the 
American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organi
zations, comprising over i£ million members, actively supports a 
policy of full equality for Negroes in American political and 
economic affairs. This policy of equal treatment also extends 
to many important social relations such as equal treatment in 
hotels; in bus, train and air transportation; in housing accommo
dation; and in educational facilities. 
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All of this is of comparatively recent development. Between 

i94£ and 19^4, the various labor federations in the Union of 
South Africa and their affiliated unions reached almost unanimous 
agreement to support the program of the Nationalist government 
to deny equal job rights and trade union rights to African 
workers , who represent over £ 3 % of all workers in South African 
industry. During this same approximate period, the American 
labor movement reached agreement on a program to fight for 
full equality for Negro workers in U.S. industry and in the labor 
movement . 

This decision of the American labor movement , that is the 
AFL-CIO, climaxed several generations of b i t ter experience wi th 
segregation and discrimination against Negro workers . For nearly 
2£o years whi te workers in American industry had good cause to 
fear the competi t ion of Negro slaves. By 18^0 the economy of 
eight Southern States was based on the exploitation of these 
slaves, not only as plantation workers , but as artisans and handi
craft workers . In t ime the lot of the " f r e e " whi te worker was 
little be t te r than that of the slaves who often scorned them as 
" p o o r whi te t r a s h " . Laws passed by the slave states to pro tec t 
free whi te labor had little success. 

Whi t e workers in the Union (U.S. Federal) army fought bravely 
to preserve the United States from dismemberment during the 
Civil W a r of i860 , but deep in their hearts were fears of what 
would happen to their living standards when nearly four million 
slaves were set free. The Southern whi te workers fought just 
as valiantly to preserve slavery because they simply did not want 
Negro workers to be free. But the southern whi te worker 
could not improve his lot substantially wi thout freedom for 
black labor. 

During the generation following the Civil War , American 
workers made several determined efforts to form national trade 
union federations to foster the growth of national unions in 
rapidly expanding American industry. Leaders of the National 
Labor Union felt their main job was to pro tec t the interests 
not of all workers , but mainly of whites. It discouraged, where 
it did not bar Negro membership entirely. Preoccupation wi th 
politics as well as faulty organizing methods caused the death 
of the NLU within a decade. 

The successor to the NLU was the much more aggressive and 
flamboyant Knights of Labor. A few of its lodges barred Negro 
members , but as a rule the Knights accepted Negro workers 
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without noticeable discrimination. Wi th in twenty years the 
Knights of Labor was practically dead due to a series of disastrous 
strikes, pre-occupation wi th politics, and faulty organizing 
methods . 

Probably the main cause of the death of the Knights of Labor 
was the withdrawal of skilled craftsmen to form unions to pro tec t 
their nar row trade interests. These new craft unions in 1886 
formed the American Federation of Labor, out of which has 
grown the largest and the most powerful free trade union move
men t in the world . The unions in the AFL had little partisan 
interest in politics, only a fraternal interest in the lot of the 
unskilled worker , and generally barred Negroes from member 
ship. 

The AFL as a central labor body tried hard under the leader
ship of Samuel Gompers to exclude from affiliation those unions 
which expressly excluded Negro membership . The effort was 
abandoned in 1904 wi th the admission of the International 
Association of Machinists. In partial recognition of its respon
sibility to the untu tored and unsophisticated Negro worker , the 
Federation declared its intention to organize Negro workers into 
separate local unions, bargain for them, and otherwise pro tec t 
their interests until the larger whi te union claiming jurisdiction 
over the work done by the Negroes would agree to accept them. 

Between 1900 and the mid 1930's AFL unions attained a total 
membership of only two and a half to three million. In the 
independent railroad unions were organized another half million 
workers . This little band of American workers stagnated in its 
prideful position as the aristocrats of labor, in its devotion to 
business unionism philosophy and to its craft union organizing 
methods . In this set-up there was little opportuni ty and even 
less welcome for the Negro worker . Similarly the labor move
men t seemed to be sternly indifferent to the efforts of Negroes 
generally to achieve political and social equality in other fields. 

During this period one occasionally found Negro and whi te 
workers as members wi th equal rights and opportuni ty to 
participate in managing the affairs of a local union. However , as 
a rule , if Negro workers were not excluded entirely, they were 
organized in " B " or " C " locals, functioning under the super
vision of the nearest white local. Of course, such members of 
" B " or " C " locals had little chance to take part in grievance 
set t lement or contract negotiation. 

Between 1910 and 1930 several million Negro workers moved 



DESEGREGATION AND THE U.S. LABOR MOVEMENT 83 
up from Southern cot ton plantations into laboring and semi
skilled occupations in manufacturing industries in Nor the rn 
cities. The rebuffs they received from the labor movement 
first in Southern towns and later in Nor the rn and border states 
became the basis of a strong belief among Negro workers that 
labor unions were one of the main barriers to their progress in 
American industry. 

The fact that the American Negro population has become 
largely an urban population is due to ( i ) the rapid mechani
zation of agriculture in the old slave states, thus extensively 
displacing both Negro and whi te labor, (2) the sharp curtai lment 
of European immigration to the United States during and after 
the first wor ld war (3) the extensive conversion of manufac
turing processes to mass product ion methods. 

This latter development created an almost insatiable demand 
for unskilled and semiskilled labor. W i t h the curtai lment of 
European immigration, the Southern Negro worker became the 
most logical labor source. The white rural job seeker entering 
Southern towns and cities was hired far more readily than were 
Negroes, who were forced as a result to migrate to Nor the rn , 
Eastern and Wes te rn industrial areas. This absorption of the 
Negro worker in Nor thern industry was stepped up during the 
second world war and has been sustained by high employment 
since 194^. 

Not only did the thousands of Negro workers bit terly resent 
their exclusion from key jobs in American industry, but before 
x93£ reluctantly allowed themselves to be used as strike-breakers 
or <'scabs" in such basic industries as steel, meatpacking , farm 
machinery and auto manufacturing. This situation often precipi
tated bi t ter and bloody race r iots . And though a residue of this 
bit terness and suspicion remains and causes difficulties in many 
communit ies , it is often easy to over-estimate its strength and 
durability. 

Longstanding bitterness be tween Negroes and whites in the 
steel town of Gary, Indiana, barely thirty years ago, caused the 
local whi te population to flock into an anti-Negro organization 
called the Ku Klux Klan. They forced Negroes from local 
beaches; and supported white children in a prolonged strike to 
force a few Negro children out of a local public high school. 

Today in this same town Negro and white workers share 
offices in the same steel workers union. Not only is the school 
system integrated, but a Negro serves as president of the school 
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board responsible for all Gary schools. Another Negro serves 
as president of the Gary municipal council. 

This development is indicative of the fact that few Americans 
actually feel that the racial situation in the United States is so 
complicated that the ideal of American equality cannot even
tually be fully realized. 

Though individual Negro labor officials and civic leaders 
complained constantly about discrimination against Negro 
workers by trade unions, the labor movement as such did not 
tackle the problem seriously until the late 1930's. Samuel 
Gompers and William Green as presidents of the American 
Federation of Labor always patiently and earnestly defended the 
status quo with the explanation that the AFL as a central labor 
body did not discriminate, but that it could not impose its views 
on the matter upon its various affiliated unions, since each was 
fully autonomous. The AFL could only grant equal status to 
Negro unions and organize Negro workers rejected by white 
unions. 

By 193^ it was obvious to many influential leaders in the 
American Federation of Labor that the growth of trade unions 
had lagged far behind the expansion of American industry and 
the growth of the industrial population. Except in the highly 
skilled trades, America was an open shop country. A Committee 
for Industrial Organization was formed within the AFL to press 
the view that in such mass production industries as steel, 
textile, automobile, rubber and farm machinery manufacturing, 
workers should be organized in all-inclusive units regardless of 
race, sex, creed or skill. The leaders of the CIO would not 
accept compromise of the principle of industrial organization 
and were eventually expelled. 

Now free of all craft union restraints the CIO, now the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations, launched vigorous and 
all-inclusive organizing drives in America's basic industries. 
Its organizing efforts were phenomenally successful. And though 
it organized on a basis of interracial equality, white and Negro 
workers flocked to its banners with an enthusiasm never before 
seen in American industry. 

The CIO made other contributions to American trade union 
activity. It engaged in strongly partisan political action in 
support of general social welfare programs. The new labor 
center, through its affiliated unions, its educational, publicity, 
and anti-discrimination committees, actively and constantly 
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promoted acceptance of the Negro worker as an equal wi th 
respect to union membership . The point was emphasized that 
the responsibilities of union leadership and administration 
should be shared with him without discrimination. The CIO 
used high ranking Negro aids and steadfastly refused to hold an 
annual convention in a town or hotel in which its Negro dele
gates might be subjected to any form of discrimination. 

This revolutionary acceptance of the Negro worke r was 
carried one step further. The CIO welded a close bond of 
political i;n ty be tween organized labor and the Negro masses 
by giving fuT support to every measure to achieve for Negroes 
that social, political, and economic equality to which they are 
enti t led by virtue of their citizenship. 

The open acceptance of the Negro worker by the CIO led 
many of the old diehard AFL unions to curtail , if not to drop 
entirely, their discriminatory practices. Many also organized 
workers into industrial units. Thus the International Association 
of Machinists which had blocked Negro apprentice machinists 
and held Negro employment to a min imum in the nat ion 's 
machine shops, eventually opened its doors and its international 
union president became a strong defender of fair t rea tment for 
Negro workers . 

At the t ime of the merger of the AFL and the CIO in 1955, 
when the two organizations had a combined membership of 
i £ million, including over one and a half million Negroes, 
strangely, a majority of these Negroes were in old AFL unions 
which had enrolled several hundred thousand Negro workers 
in the transportation, building construction, garment and service 
trades. 

All over the United States Negroes n o w serve as officers of 
unions composed of bo th Negro and whi te workers . This fact 
is m o r e common in the Nor th than in the South. It is a common 
experience for Negro union officials to engage actively in col
lective bargaining wi th employers on behalf of both Negro and 
whi te workers . Two Negroes serve as vice-presidents of the 
newly merged American Federation of Labor and Congress 
of Industrial Organizations. 

W h e n AFL-CIO president George Meany wen t before the 
platform commit tees of the national conventions of the 
Democrat ic and Republican parties to urge adoption of policies 
of paramount interest to labor, he carried the fight for Negro 
equality wi th h im. O n behalf of the American labor movement 
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he recommended that the major political parties of the country 
support legislation which would desegregate public education 
in those few states where school segregation still exists; he 
wanted poll taxes outlawed, segregation in public facilities 
abolished, and a civil rights division to be established in the 
Federal Depar tment of Justice to enforce the citizenship rights 
of Negroes and other groups. 

In sharp contrast wi th what has been happening in the Union 
of South Africa, American labor is not seeking government aid 
to curb Negro employment opportunit ies . Instead, American 
labor again recommended that the U.S . Congress enact legis
lation making it unlawful for an employer to discriminate 
against a worker because of his race or national origin. Seven
teen states in the American union already have such laws in 
various forms, and the Federal government already forbids its 
personnel officers to discriminate against Negro applicants. 
Similarly government contractors are forbidden to discriminate 
on the basis of race. 

Organized labor in the United States has strong practical as 
well as idealistic reasons for working for full equality for Negro 
workers . The unions would have found it extremely difficult, 
if not impossible, to have organized the mass product ion 
industries wi thout opening their doors to Negro workers . 
In many industrial centers this statement is equally t rue of the 
service and needle trades. 

In view of the fact that workers in mass product ion industries 
could not finance for themselves the insurance, re t i rement 
benefits, and the health and housing services possible for the 
much more highly paid skilled workers , industrial unions were 
naturally more interested in the New Deal, the Fair Deal, and 
o ther versions of the welfare state. This interest also quite 
naturally led to intensive political action to guarantee that the 
Federal and State legislatures would approve labor recommen
dations concerning the general welfare. In many large industrial 
areas labor has come to count heavily upon Negro support of its 
candidates. 

In the economic field AFL-CIO unions have been tremendously 
helpful in reducing segregation and discrimination against Negro 
workers . Scarcely a generation ago the status of Negro workers 
in U.S. industry was so precarious that hardly anyone questioned 
the statement that the Negro was the last hired and the first 
fired. It was no simple task for union leaders to convince many 
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employers that provisions in collective bargaining contracts 
relating to seniority and promotions should apply equally to 
Negroes. Othe r employers had to insist that the local unions 
respect the Negro workers ' rights under the bargaining contract . 

Numerous incidents have come to public at tention through 
strikes and other disturbances on the part of whi te workers to 
prevent the promot ion of Negro employees. Generally the 
resistance offered by comparatively few employers and whi te 
workers has not seriously hampered the t rend toward complete 
desegration in U.S. industry. 

The first convention of the merged labor movement , the 
AFL-CIO, recommended that all of its affiliates negotiate non
discriminatory hiring agreements with employers. A commit tee 
on civil rights, report ing directly to the AFL-CIO executive 
council , was set up to investigate charges of discrimination 
against Negro workers and to recommend appropriate action. 

Despite this long series of favorable developments, the Negro 
worker is still far behind his white bro ther , though the gap 
that separates them is rapidly closing. Though Negroes are 1 0 % 
of the U.S. labor force, their propor t ion of skilled, semi
skilled and supervisory jobs is far less than 1 0 % . Though the 
per capita income of the Negro population is high compared wi th 
the rest of the world , it is still a little be t te r than half that of 
whites . This point is reached only after tripling the pre-war 
per capita income of Negroes, so that today it exceeds fifteen 
and a quarter billion dollars after taxes. 

It should be noted that differences in Negro-white income are 
due only partly to discrimination, but largely to lack of train
ing and industrial experience. Negroes performing the same 
work as whi te workers receive identical compensation. Many 
Negroes exceed whites in both skill and income, but in the main 
the Negro is low man in the American economic order . 

The slow desegregation which has been going on throughout 
the whole of American industry obviously has not brought full 
equality of opportuni ty to the Negro worker . But not until the 
Supreme Court of the United States ordered desegregation of 
schools supported wi th public funds did strong, organized 
opposition arise to desegregation in industry. 

In five of the states most affected by the court order , W h i t e 
Citizen Councils, founded to preserve segregation in Southern 
life, penetrated some local branches of the labor movement . 
Soon national trade union offices were facing angry demands 
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that the unions discontinue their support of civil rights for 
Negroes. The protesters were particularly bitter over labor's 
endorsement of proposals to withhold federal educational funds 
from states that refuse to comply with the desegregation decision 
of the Supreme Court. 

At the height of this desegregation agitation many union mem
bers in Southern states threatened to withdraw from their unions, 
even to form a Southern Federation of Labor. It is to the credit 
of American labor leaders that these threats were met with 
patient explanation of labor's position and without compromise. 

It is extremely unlikely that organized labor would reverse its 
policy of equal status for Negro workers. Long experience has 
emphasized the point that Negroes will not ' 'make the job cheap" 
so long as they have the right and the freedom to protect their 
labor as free workmen. American labor has also discovered that 
an exploitation of any section of the labor force, even a minority 
as small as 10%, pulls down the standards of all labor. 



MEMOIRS OF A TRIBALIST 
TONY O ' D O W D 

T H E most interesting account of the origins of the Bantu National 
Socialist Party is that which occurs in the Memoirs of A. J. van 
der Merwe . According to van der Merwe , a meet ing of the 
Twelve Apostles of the Broederbond1 was held in the summer of 
i 960 , at which the subject was introduced by the following 
speech:— 

"Bro the r s , I think we have all lived through the last few years 
wi th a growing realisation of two facts. First, that the Bantu are 
going to have a larger share of the goods of this country. Second, 
that the Bantu are going to decide the political future of this 
country. Some of us have faced these facts wi th blank despair. 
I think it will be more profitable to face them wi th a question. 
Are the Bantu to obtain their larger share at the expense of the 
Afrikaner or at the expense of the Uitlander2 , and are they 
going to exercise their decisive voice in favour of the Afrikaner 
or in favour of the Uitlander? 

" I can see some of you shrugging your shoulders. You are 
thinking, no doubt, that these questions have long ago been 
answered against us—that the Bantu have long ago decided that 
we are their enemies and the Uitlanders, comparatively speaking, 
their friends. Brothers, if our adversaries had taken their 
opportunit ies , this would be t rue . Fortunately, they have not . 
The history of the Bantu in this country is a history of betrayal 
by that section of the whi te population in which they have put 
their faith. Whenever the Uitlander has had to choose be tween 
being t rue to those principles which could have won him the 
loyalty of the Bantu, and appeasing us, he has chosen to appease 
us. For these reasons, I consider that it is not yet too l a t e / ' 

W e have only van der Merwe ' s word for it that this speech was 
ever made, and historians are not unanimous as to the weight 
to be attached to van der Merwe ' s word . Be that as it may, the 
Bantu National Socialist Party was formed at a meet ing held in 
the Lady Selborne Location, Pretoria, on the 1 oth October , 1961. 
It was a small meet ing, largely ignored by the Press. Die Transvaler 

1 A secret society under the leadership of 12 "Apostles" to which powerful members 
of the Nationalist Party belong. Aiming at domination of South Africa, it was exposed 
and condemned by General Hertzog, former Nationalist leader and Prime Minister. 
a "Outs ider" , an Afrikaans word for those who are not "indigenous" to South Africa, 
and usually applied to the English, Indians and Jews. 
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was the only newspaper which published the " t h r e e basic a i m s " 
of the BNSP. These w e r e : — 

i . Unity of the indigenous nations of South Africa, bo th 
Black and W h i t e , against the alien exploi ter ; 

2. Separate development of the indigenous peoples of South 
Africa, both Black and Whi t e , in such a way as to give full 
expression to the racial genius of each of t h e m ; 

3. Replacement of the alien parliamentary system by a system 
of government in accordance wi th the organic will of the indi
genous peoples of South Africa, both Black and W h i t e . 

The public heard no more about the BNSP until July, 1962, 
when an Indian shop was burned and looted in Germiston. At 
first the incident took an inconspicuous place in the daily 
catalogue of violent c r ime. Then an article was published in 
Drum, pointing out the fact that the emblem of three crossed 
assegais which had been painted on the walls of the looted shop 
was the badge of the BNSP. The article went on to allege that 
a BNSP organizer had been spreading anti-Indian propaganda in 
Germiston for some months and that this man was one of ten 
full-time organizers whom the party was employing in the Trans
vaal. W h e r e , asked Drum, was the money coming from? The 
BNSP replied wi th an abusive statement about "scurr i lous rags, 
financed by alien capital and modelled on the gut ter press of 
E u r o p e " . The question about the source of the party 's finances 
was not answered. 

The assegai emblem appeared again on the houses of three 
African National Congress officials who were murdered during 
the next three months . All three cases remained unsolved. The 
alarm which these events caused was increased when the party 
held a rally at Alexandra to mark its first anniversary. The 
Supreme Chief of the party, one Ezekiel Ngcobo, was escorted to 
the platform by a bodyguard of youths dressed in black " tsots i 
t r ouse r s " and imitation leopard-skin shirts. The proceedings 
consisted of a two-hour harangue by Ngcobo, composed mainly 
of obscene abuse of Indians, Jews and Englishmen. 

At the next session of Parliament, the Minister of Native 
Affairs was asked what steps he proposed to take to curb the 
activities of the BNSP. He replied that he was surprised to see 
that those Honourable Members who had hi therto been prepared 
to advocate unlimited freedom of political action for Natives 
were now calling for the prohibition of Native political parties. 
He hoped that these Members realised the degree of their own 



M E M O I R S O F A T R I B A L I S T 91 
responsibility for any undesirable trends which might appear 
among Native politicians. The Government's attitude remained 
perfectly consistent. The position was being closely watched, 
and agitation would not be tolerated. There could be no 
question, however, of preventing the Native from expressing his 
legitimate aspirations. 

The BNSP won its first major success in the following year. A 
party rally in Alexandra culminated in an attack on Indian and 
European shops in Second Avenue. The Commission appointed 
to inquire into the incident reported that the presence of these 
shops had "created an intolerable situation". A Group Areas 
proclamation was swiftly promulgated and Ezekiel Ngcobo 
opened a large grocery store in Second Avenue a few months 
later. 

Next came the Bethal coup. There was a minor mutiny in the 
Nationalist Party when the Government appointed a Commission 
to investigate BNSP allegations of maltreatment of African farm 
labourers in the Bethal district. The mutiny simmered down 
when the Commission sat and it was noticed that the evidence 
presented by the BNSP organizers related solely to farms owned 
by English and Jewish farmers. The Commission found that the 
position on these farms was intolerable and that it was essential 
to create a Native area in the district so as to give the African 
inhabitants an alternative to work for capitalist farmers. A 
block of English and Jewish owned land was proclaimed as a 
Native group area. The Minister of the Interior announced that 
this area ' 'might in the future be increased by the addition of 
other similar land''. This threat sufficed to persuade most of the 
remaining non-Afrikaans farmers in the district to sell out at 
bargain prices to Afrikaners. The local branch of the Nationalist 
Party rescinded its resolution of protest and thanked the 
Minister. 

The membership of the BNSP began to increase spectacularly. 
In its early days, it had recruited mainly among the juvenile 
delinquents of the city locations, who saw it simply as a bigger 
and better gang than the Russians or the Spoilers. Now it began 
to appear to the ambitious African as the most likely road to 
power and wealth. Those who still boggled at its crudity and 
its pro-Nationalism were faced with the question "What alter
native is there?" The combination of Government repression 
and BNSP terrorism had smashed the African National Congress 
beyond hope of repair. There was no encouragement to be 
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found among the English-speaking whites . Their Press was 
resounding wi th frantic appeals for " w h i t e u n i t y " and for " t h e 
abandonment of the shameful game of encouraging native 
t r u c u l e n c e " . 

The position which the BNSP had achieved by the end of 1969 
may be illustrated by a small incident of that year. Ezekiel 
Ngcobo announced at a party rally that the smoking of alien 
cigarettes by the Bantu people had created an intolerable situ
ation. He had asked the Land Tenure Advisory Board for an 
enquiry into the position of certain tobacco factories which were 
situated on land which was "historically and inalienably Ban tu" . 
Wi th in a month , the factories which he had named were volun
tarily transferred, on easy te rms , to the Bantu National Tobacco 
Company (chairman, Ezekiel Ngcobo). The necessary funds 
were lent by an Afrikaans tobacco concern. 

The South African Republic came formally into existence on 
the 16th December , 1970. The Natal Provincial Convention 
proclaimed the existence, as from the 1st January, 1971, of the 
independent Dominion of Natal. A .C .F . units were mobilised 
by bo th the Union and the Natal Governments , and an armoured 
brigade was assembled at Standerton. Both sides expressed the 
hope that hostilities might be avoided, and for ten days the 
opposing forces watched each other across the frontier. 

In the meant ime, the BNSP had called a mass rally in Durban 
to protest against the secession of Natal. The rally was banned 
and the Provincial Chief of the BNSP was arrested. The Supreme 
Chief appealed to the Union Government for "p ro t ec t ion of the 
rights of South African citizens being oppressed by the Natal 
r e b e l s " . He was told that this aspect of the situation was 
enjoying the close at tent ion of the Government . 

O n the 12th January, the Acting Provincial Chief in Natal 
proclaimed a general strike and called for volunteers to form 
partisan groups. These, he said, would receive arms by parachute 
from the Union Government . 

O n the 13th, the Natal forces were recalled from the frontier 
to maintain order in Durban, Pietermari tzburg and Zululand. 
The strike call was widely obeyed, bands of uniformed BNSP 
members appeared in the streets of the cities and whi te citizens 
barricaded themselves into their homes . O n the 14th, t roops 
fired on BNSP demonstrators in Durban, the Acting Provincial 
Chief was shot while resisting arrest , and two farmhouses were 
burned in Zululand. O n the i^ th , the Union Defence Force 
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was ordered to move into Natal to restore order . The panic-
stricken Natalians offered no resistance. The Government 
denied that it had ever intended to arm BNSP partisans, dealt 
severely with a few Africans who ignored the BNSP call to re turn 
to work and then proclaimed an amnesty for bo th the whi te 
rebels and the African strikers. The members of the Natal 
Government wen t into voluntary exile. 

The Republican Consti tution provided for the election of a 
Volksleier3 by whi te citizens, a Supreme Chief by Bantu citizens 
and an Aliens Representative Council by whi te and coloured 
non-citizens. The Supreme Chief had authority to promulgate 
laws affecting Africans only, and the right to be consulted by 
the Volksleier on laws affecting the country as a whole . 

Ezekiel Ngcobo was the only candidate for the office of 
Supreme Chief. An election was nevertheless held, and he 
polled 9 8 . $ % of the votes cast. The Nationalist candidate for the 
post of Volksleier polled 9 2 % . A new era of peace and pros
peri ty, based on the unshakable unity of the indigenous peoples 
of South Africa, was announced. 

O n the 16th December , 197^, the Supreme Chief announced 
that it had been scientifically proved that the Afrikaans people 
could no t properly be regarded as indigenous to South Africa. 
O n Christmas Eve, aboard the Pretoria Castle, A. J. van der 
Merwe dictated the first chapter of his Memoirs. 

8 Afrikaans for "People 's Leader". 



MY GREAT DISCOVERY 
ALAN PATON 

After much exploratory 
Work in my laboratory 
I made an epoch-making 
Breath-taking 
Discovery. 

Can you not picture me? 
Can you not see me there, 
Wild eyes, disordered hair, 
With fanatical persistence 
And white-robed assistants 
In masks, 
And flasks 
Smoking, choking 
Everywhere ? 

I cannot give to such as you 
The reasoning which led me to 
This epoch-making 
Breath-taking 
Discovery. 

Well this discovery 
Was simple as could be 
Five straight injections 
Position, lumbar 
In colour, umber 
Taste, very like cucumber 
Effect, inducing slumber 
And if I may remind you 
Five in number— 
These five injections could erase 
In just as many days 
The pigmentation 
From any nation. 
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I sat astounded 
Completely d umbfo unded 
By the epoch-making 
Breath-taking 
Discovery. 
Being a scientist, delighted 
Being South African, affrighted 
In Great Britain, knighted. 
I seized the telephone 
And in a voice unlike my own 
(Not through dissembling 
But through trembling) 
Government , I said 
The girl said, what division? 
I said, no divisions any more . 
She said, I mean what section? 
I said, no sections any more . 
She said, I'll repor t you, 
(Or deport you, 
I can ' t quite say 
I 'm not au fait 
W i t h recent legislation) 
I said, you go ahead 
O r I shall plunge the nation 
Into a conflagration. 

I know that shocked her 
She said, you need the Doctor 
I said, Yes get the Doctor 
And all the Cabinet, 
For I can change the pigmentation 
Of any nation. 
To cut the story short 
She gave a kind of snort 
And got the real big Boss 
W h o said, of coss, of coss, 
Come up at once. 

It is no kind of pre t 
To face a Cabinet 
They were astounded 
And dumbfounded. 
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One said, Good Lord 
And hummed and hawed 
And one was suave 
Just like the papers say. 
And one was gay 
And said this is the day 
For if the pigmentation 
Of any nation 
Can suffer alteration 
W h y the whole fact of race 
Takes on another face. 
But another Minister 
Looking quite sinister 
Just like the papers say 
Said this suggestion 
Requires digestion 
Let 's mee t another day. 

And so again I me t 
The Cabinet 
And this same Minister 
Still looking sinister 
Said, does this alteration 
Of the pigmentation 
Of anv nation, 
Just work from black to whi te 
O r do you think it might 
Change also whi te to black? 
And I replied 
All full of pr ide 
The recipe can be supplied 
For any shade 
In beige or jade 
In snow or je t 
O r violet. 

Then sir, he said, I here submit 
A list of those to be 
Changed wi th this recipe. 
He pushed the list across 
To the big Boss. 
My eyes are fine 
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A shiver went right down my spine 
The leading name was mine. 

I reached into my pocket 
And pressed the radar switch 
That sent the radar rocket 
Which 
Blew up the laboratory 
And all work exploratory 
Plus my assistants 
Whom at this distance 
I spared the degradation 
The gross humiliation 
Of working for a caitiff 
Who had gone naitiif. 

4 
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STREET SCENE by John Dronsfield. 



MEMO TO THE NON-WHITE 
PEOPLES 

LANGSTON HUGHES 

They will let you have dope 
Because they are quite willing 
To drug you or kill you. 

They will let you have babies 
Because they are quite willing 
To pauperize you— 
Or use your kids as labor boys 
For army, air force, or uranium mine. 

They will let you have alcohol 
To make you sodden and drunk 
And foolish. 

They will gleefully let you 
Kill your damn self any way you choose 
With liquor, drugs, or whatever. 

It's the same from Cairo to Chicago, 
Cape Town to the Caribbean. 
Do you travel the Stork Club circuit 
To dear old Shepherd's Hotel? 
(Somebody burnt Shepherd's up.) 
I'm sorry but it is 
The same from Cairo to Chicago, 
Cape Town to the Carib Hilton, 
Exactly the same. 



IN EXPLANATION OF OUR TIMES 
LANGSTON HUGHES 

The folks with no titles in front of their names 
all over the world 
are raring up and talking back 
to the folks called Mister. 

You say you thought everybody was called Mister? 

No, sonny, not everybody. 
In Dixie they often won't call Negroes Mister. 
In China before the war 
they had no intention of calling coolies Mister. 
Dixie to Singapore, Cape Town to Hong Kong 
the Misters don't call lots of other folks Mister. 
They call them Hey, George! 

Here, Sallie! 
Listen, Coolie! 
Hurry up, Boy! 
And things like that. 

George Sallie Coolie Boy gets tired sometime. So— 

All over the world today 
folks with not even Mister in front of their names 
are raring up and talking back 
to the folks called Mister. 

From Harlem past Hong Kong they're talking back. 

Shut up, says Gerald L. K. Smith. 
Shut up, says the Governor of South Carolina. 
Shut up, says the Governor of Singapore. 
Shut up, says Strijdom. 

Hell no shut up!, say the people 
with no titles in front of their names. 
Hell, no! It's time to talk back now! 
History says it's time. 
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The radio says it's time— 
foggy with propaganda that says a mouthful 
and don't mean half it says— 
but is true anyhow: 

LIBERTY! 
FREEDOM! 
DEMOCRACY! 

True anyhow no matter how many liars use those words. 

The people with no titles in front of their names 
hear those words and shout them back 
at the Misters, Lords, Generals, Viceroys, 
Governors of South Carolina, Gerald L. K. Strijdoms. 

Shut up, people! 
Shut up! Shut up! 
Shut up, George! 
Shut up, Sallie! 
Shut up, Coolie! 
Shut up, Indians! 
Shift up, Boy! 

George Sallie Coolie Indian Boy 
black brown yellow bent down working 
earning riches for the whole world 
with no title in front of name 
just man woman tired says: 

Hell no shut up! 
N O ! . . . N O ! . . . NO! 

So, naturally, there's trouble 
in these our times 
from the people with no titles 
in front of their names. 



THE HEADMASTER'S BOOKS 
JOHN TANN 

HEADMASTER Maleketsi had twenty-four books, in addition to his 
pocket Bible and the other school text-books. The twenty-four 
books were Headmaster Maleketsi's own, and he had never seen 
another man with so many books of his own—not in any of the 
three schools near Mokolong where he had taught, or in the 
Mokolong Mission, ten miles away, where he had himself studied 
year after year until eventually he had passed his standard six 
certificate. 

" I am very proud of my books," Headmaster Maleketsi would 
often say, and he said so now to his favourite pupil, Tall Kgloma, 
after Tall Kgloma had finished counting the books for himself. 
"I t is not every boy at this school whom I would permit to handle 
my books as you have just done, Kgloma.'' 

"Surely there is no Headmaster as wise as you in the whole of 
Mokolong, sir ," replied Tall Kgloma. "For there is certainly 
none who has so many books of his own. Oh! sir,"—the boy 
wriggled with excitement—"Never have i seen books in such 
bright covers, and never have I seen books whose pages are so 
clean inside that a person needs to wash his hands before he 
touches them. It must be a task indeed to keep such books.' ' 

Tall Kgloma had made his speech, and he peeped up to see if 
his words had pleased the Headmaster. They had, and Tall 
Kgloma received a great favour. On any afternoon, the Head
master said, when school was over, after he had washed his hands, 
Tall Kgloma might come into the Headmaster's room and dust 
the books. If he were very careful, he would be shown by the 
Headmaster how the covers were made, and he could then repair 
those of the covers which had become torn during their many 
years in the Headmaster's possession. The Headmaster had 
recently received some illustrated magazines of shiny paper from 
a relation of his in town, and, as Tall Kgloma could see, such 
things made excellent covers for the Headmaster's twenty-four 
books. 

After that day Tall Kgloma was very happy. He spent hours 
squatting in front of the two cut-open paraffin tins in which the 
Headmaster kept his books. He dusted the books every day, 
handling them very carefully, and he made three new covers 
which the Headmaster himself wrapped round the outside of the 
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books. Sometimes, at first, Tall Kgloma used to unwrap the 
books and open them, to wonder at the cleanness of their pages 
and marvel at the freshness of their pr int . Then one day, to his 
hor ro r , a page fell out of a book as he was unwrapping it . 
Fortunately the Headmaster was out of the room at the t ime, and 
Tall Kgloma was able to stick the page back with a little of some 
birdl ime one of his friends had given h im. From then on Tall 
Kgloma never opened any of the books, and he noticed after a 
while that the Headmaster never opened any ei ther . Tall Kgloma 
wondered a little at this until he realised that, of course, the 
Headmaster must have read all the books long ago and the know
ledge would surely be in his head. From the day he came to 
this conclusion Tall Kgloma regarded the Headmaster wi th a 
respect that came very near to worship. 

In spring the Headmaster—for he was an old man—fell sick 
wi th a chill. Though he was ill and in bed the Headmaster gave 
orders that Tall Kgloma should continue to keep the books clean 
and in order , and for days the boy did his job in an awed silence. 
Then, because it was t ime to register the pupils for their end-of-
the-year examinations, the Headmaster was up and about again. 
One of the first things he did was to praise Tall Kgloma for having 
kept his books so well. 

" N o t many boys would work in a room where a man lay sick, 
and work with the sick man's th ings , ' ' said the Headmaster. 
" I will reward you. The optional subject which you wr i te this 
year shall be whatever subject you vourself shall choose. I will 
not choose for you as I do for the other p u p i l s / ' He gave Tall 
Kgloma a long list of all the subjects that could be wr i t ten in this 
examination, and Tall Kgloma took the list outside where he spent 
many hours studying it in the bright sunlight of those hot days. 

The day Tall Kgloma brought the list of subjects back to the 
Headmaster he found the Headmaster a little t i red. But, when 
Tall Kgloma said that he wished the optional subject for his 
examination to be "BOOK-KEEPING I " , the Headmaster smiled 
and wro te Tall Kgloma's name on the list. 

"Th i s will be a wonderful thing, Kgloma, for no pupil from 
this school has ever taken the examination of book-keeping 
before. I will wr i te to the Depar tment so that we know what 
work you must prepare for i t . " 

Tall Kgloma never heard what the result of the Headmaster 's 
le t ter to the Depar tment was, for, though he had been about his 
work , the Headmaster had not been well . His chill became a 
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fever which dragged him to his bed in agony. Within a week of 
his writing the name of his first Book-keeping pupil in the exami
nation entries the old man was dead. 

For many weeks the school was in confusion. A white man 
from the Government came and took away the school register 
and with it a great pile of the Headmaster's papers. He also 
locked up all the schoolbooks in a great cupboard, and then he 
went away. No one could do any work except Tall Kgloma, and 
it was very difficult for him. The Headmaster's brothers had 
come from twenty miles the other side of Mokolong to bury him, 
and they stayed for two weeks deciding how his property should 
be divided. After a while they would not let Tall Kgloma into 
the hut where the books were kept because, they said, the boy 
only went in to steal. They were very scornful old men, and 
when after two weeks a white policeman came and told them 
that the hut and the furniture in it belonged to the Government 
they were more scornful still. Finally the policeman ordered 
them to return to their own homes by the following morning. 

That night the brothers must have set the Headmaster's hut 
on fire. Tall Kgloma woke and ran there, thinking only of the 
books. The people crowded near the burning hut were in con
fusion: some were in favour of letting the dead man's hut burn, 
as was traditional; others, until it was pointed out to them that 
the hut was Government property, were in favour of trying to 
put the fire out. A man from one of the factions grabbed Tall 
Kgloma and prevented him from running into the flames. 

The day after the fire, Tall Kgloma scraped among the ashes 
and found the bent and blackened pieces of paraffin tin. Under 
them were thick packs of burnt paper which had been books. 
To his joy he found that in the centre of three of the packs were 
cores of paper which had not been burnt up. Delighted, he 
carefully scraped the charred edges away and bound the brown, 
irregular chunks of pages into tight little packets. When he had 
done this Tall Kgloma felt enormously pleased, for he was sure 
that no-one who kept books had ever so successfully dealt with 
such a disaster. 

A month after the Headmaster's death the New Headmaster 
arrived. He was a young man, a stranger to the district though he 
spoke their language, for he had been born in town, where he 
had just finished his teacher-training. The New Headmaster 
attended the schoolhouse every morning to mark the register, 
but then he would often leave two or three of the senior boys 
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in charge and go off to visit the unmarried girls of the neighbour
hood. Once, while he was walking about the schoolroom after 
hearing some lessons, the New Headmaster came upon Tall 
Kgloma covering one of the packets of half-burnt pages of book 
with some shiny new paper. 

"What are you doing, Kgloma?" asked the New Headmaster. 
"Book-keeping, sir ," said Tall Kgloma, and showed his work. 
The New Headmaster looked very carefully at the packet, and 

when he saw what it was he laughed for quite a long time. 
Then he saw the pain and fear in the boy's face and stopped laugh
ing, patted Tall Kgloma on the shoulder, and said more quietly: 
"Well done, Kgloma, well done. Yes, you are a fine book
keeper, indeed! Go on, boy, go on ." 

Towards the time of the examinations the New Headmaster 
spent more hours in the schoolroom, telling the boys how the 
examinations would be, and how a white man from the Govern
ment would come to watch them write, and how there was no 
need to be afraid of writing in front of the white man, but that 
on no account must they ask him a question, or speak to him 
except in salutation, for he was a very important white man who 
would surely fail anyone who bothered him with questions. 

When the examinations came the New Headmaster always kept 
close to the white man to see that no one would disgrace the 
school by asking foolish questions. All went well until the day 
of the optional subject, which was the last day. 

On the day of his optional Book-keeping examination Tall 
Kgloma went into the schoolroom with the others, all very 
fearful of the white man, and took his pencil and wrote his name 
on the handsome cover of the answer-book in front of him. 
Then Tall Kgloma was given his examination paper. He could 
not understand one word of the examination paper, and after a 
little while Tall Kgloma could bear it no longer. He stood up, 
burst into tears, and ran from the room. 

"What is all this about?" the white examiner asked the New 
Headmaster, going to Kgloma's desk and finding there the knife, 
the strips of coloured paper, the string, and the chunk of birdlime 
which Tall Kgloma had brought in for his book-keeping exami
nation. 

" O h , " said the New Headmaster, very embarrassed, "Oh , 
that is just a poor boy, sir. He is very foolish, sir. Please take 
no notice of h im." 

The New Headmaster's request was fully complied with. 
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MOTHER AND BABY by John Dronsfield. 



JUDGMENT DAY 
The second canto of a South African Fantasy. 

by 
ANTHONY DELIUS 

I 

Cape Town: the nineteen-eighties: in a season 
When hope is dying, if it isn't dead; 
A place the politicians breed decrees in, 
A once-fine chamber round a trollop's bed, 
Faded saloon-bar of the kelp and waves, 
The old-age home of liberals and culture, 
Watched by the ghostly silver-trees and graves, 
Each with an angel waiting like a vulture. 
Above all broods the bare and buckled Table 
About whose foot the crumbs of boulders lie, 
And further down, an oak, a beam, a gable 
Cling to a past not yet obliterated by 
Italian beetle and estate-exploiters. 
And here and there a rag of beauty flutters, 
And some forgotten grace still dreams and loiters 
By streams not yet converted into gutters. 
But the broad sun reveals in every quarter 
How man can triumph over site and shape 
And with his regiments of brick and mortar 
Complete the occupation of the Cape, 
Where now the architectural orthodox is 
Morgens of big and little sentry-boxes. 

II 

But April's here, and the usual South-Easter 
Is wandering somewhere in the Great Karroo, 
The sun leans like a solitary feaster 
Over the Table above the Avenue, 
And from the mountain's dolomite reflectors 
Heat riccochets below to burn at will 
The necks of businessmen and meat-inspectors 
And bleach the beards of goats on Signal Hill, 
In the squat Castle guards admit defeat 
And ships drop off the end of Adderley Street. 
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III 

The ocean, with a calm sardonic titter, 
Eyes what five centuries of trade have swirled 
In tidal marks of civilizing litter 
About " the fairest Cape in all the world", 
And in its lazy humour is a subtle 
Blend of the lisping sand and broken shell, 
And sea-weed brushed where the red crayfish scuttle, 
And the creaking of some long-lost caravel. 
White bones in their green hammocks rock below 
Where Indian and Atlantic mix their waters, 
Careless that whites ashore should grow 
Hot about who should wed their great-granddaughters 
And pour out laws that lovers from the seas 
Must match in skin the ladies on their knees. 

IV 

Citizens swelter in their various housing 
From Petersen's Shebeen to Ingle Nook, 
Salt River, Woodstock, Mouille Point are drowsing 
In essences of immemorial snoek, 
While flowers incandesce at Kirstenbosch 
And yellow flames burn on the cannas' wicks 
Fat Coloured women nod above the wash 
In slums from Ida's Vale to District Six, 
While ladies, possibly of gentler birth, 
Play long-drawn rubbers out in Kenilworth. 

V 

North from the cemetries of Woltemade 
New suburbs make an apt continuation, 
With tombs, then houses baking bleaker, harder 
In a sort of communal cremation. 
On hot, low brows for miles of hum-drum shops 
There flickers a migraine of neon-lights, 
Round lie the homes of teachers, clerks and cops, 
The tents of the Afrikaner Israelites 
Who storm the cities of the Promised Land— 
The English, falling back upon the mountain, 
Make a confused but decorous last stand 
Beyond old Rondebosch's rusty fountain. 
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VI 

The Bantu, on behalf of Africa, 
The Coloureds—well—for Homo Sapiens, 
Watch from the urban undergrowth and are 
Indifferent how the tedious battle ends, 
And wry old men spit in the afternoon, 
Heat dreams around them like projected wrath 
Remembering many who have died too soon; 
Crouched down in alley or in shanty path 
Youth waits its chance, the dandy, tsotsi, skolly 
Plays dice, and smiles with knives at melancholy. 

VII 

But stricken with the high cafard, the town 
Lies under heat as if beneath a feather quilt 
And every gasp's like breathing eiderdown. 
Even the gnus upon the mountain wilt, 
Down in a hundred business occupations 
The mind goes blank, dictating voices mute, 
And writers writing books on race relations 
Pause, falter in their feverish pursuit. 
The Cape Times columnist leans forward, nods 
Knocking askew his culinary bays, 
A local artist drops off as he prods 
To daub more colour on the Cape Malays. 
Sleep claims a score of Christian committees 
From plans to turn their Coloured neighbours out 
There's no more pleasant pastime in the cities 
Than pushing groups of other folk about, 
Or, clearing out from schools for little whites 
The duskier infants, sorting sheep from goats, 
Bravely risking that such human slights 
May make rejected children cut their throats. 
Yet others plot, some liberal old ladies, 
To prop our spineless liberty with stays; 
Such spirit at one hundred in the shade is 
Less drooping than their men's on cooler days— 
God knows if it's the ultimate solution 
To re-apply our corsage constitution. 
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VIII 

Ambitious, petty, greedy or defiant, 
All were prostrated by that monstrous heat 
Which like an apoplectic Hindu giant 
Reclined on coals of burning roof and street. 
The birds—they say they're M.P.'s transmigrated— 
Who shrill all days in trees below the House 
Break off whatever is eternally debated, 
And gulp in silent session on the boughs. 
But in the House one voice goes on and on, 
Climbs hills of eloquence in bottom-gear 
Like an explanatory automaton, 
Though all now sleep who came to cheer or jeer 
The voice of Franz Hieronimus Beleerd, 
That male cicada in van Winkle's beard. 

IX 

Lets go inside and sit among the bored 
Reporters, damned to that worst of occupations, 
Enduring mental stupor to record 
The endless insignificant orations. 
So you're reminded of a wagon-shed? 
It's nearly what's intended to be thought, 
Since they've replaced the relics of the dead 
Empire with symbols of a less foreign sort. 
That hooded bench on which the Speaker's perched 
Is the true front portion of a tented wagon 
In which the old republics' founders lurched 
Their way across the Mountains of the Dragon. 
And when that long-lashed whip is cracked, the sound 
Restores a proper order in the place; 
The Disselboom lies on the table crowned 
With golden ox-horns, that's our local mace. 
The top hat which now supersedes the wig 
Was once Paul Kruger's State or Sunday Best, 
The Clerk, in leather trousers, wears a rig 
Exactly as the old Voortrekkers dressed— 
And as a tribute to the role of British stock 
The Sergeant wears plus-fours, like Bobby Locke. 
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X 

Such are the changes, benefits achieved 
By the N e w National Ethnic Restoration 
The " N e t h s " , a party, by themselves, believed 
The greatest boon God ever gave a nation. 
This is a claim that ' s open to dispute, 
Some say the people never did a crazier . . . 
But I 'm not here to barrack or confute, 
Simply to note their Great Ideal's "E thnas ia" , 
A country which emerges when " E t h n o s i s " 
Has been applied a hundred years o r two 
And those wi th similar skins and hair and noses 
Are grouped according to the Race W h o ' s W h o , 
And labelled by their statutory dockets, 
In areas, states, reserves and special pockets . 

XI 

Alone high up behind us on the wall 
In place of paintings of discarded kings 
Is hung the Ethnic Anthem, sung by all 
The Neths at solemn feasts and junket ings: 

ilEthnasia will last a thousand years, 
Our land is studded with its glories, 
Its monuments are separate bars 
And segregated lavatories. 

"God has through us ordained it so 
Post offices are split in two, 
And separate pillar boxes fix 
That correspondence does not mix, 
No one has ever managed better 
To guard the spirit—and the letter. 

" 0 ethnic trains and buses daily hurry 
Divided hues to earn divided bread, 
The races may not fornicate or marry, 
They even lie apart when they are dead. 
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"God may award his just damnation 
For mixed or unmixed fornication, 
Down here we warn the citizen 
With whom it is a crime to sin, 
And no man takes, with our cognisance, 
A liberty without a licence, 

" Yea, in our law men stand or fall 
By rule of thumb or finger-nail, 
So sensitive's our Roman-Dutch 
It notes if lips protrude too much. 

"We've split all difference so fine, 
No wider than a hair or skin, 
To foil the trick of traits and needs 
So shockingly the same in breeds— 
For such success in our researches 
We thank Thee, Lord, in separate churches. 

"How wondrous is our work, our way. 
And thine as well, Great Separator, 
Who separating night from day 
Left us to sort the rest out later." 

XII 

W e w o n ' t stay long—this heat 's too great—none see us 
And the good Sergeant's snoring wi th the best. 
Even the t rump of Judas Maccabeus 
Would hardly move one double chin from chest. 
For there ' s Beleerd, still an attractive figure, 
Genial sometimes, bu t never entertaining, 
And still, wi th some gesticulatory vigour, 
Explaining, and explaining, and explaining. 
The pleasant voice is faulted wi th a t reble 
That puber ty forgot to take away, 
Frank, eager, s tudent 's face, a youthful rebel 
Beneath curled hair gone prematurely grey. 
Tall wi th aplomb, he lectures and predicts 
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While slight disarming smiles disturb his lips. 
None, when awake, know why he bothers so— 
His party's made three ayes for every no. 

XIII 

But words, like alcohol with other men, 
Are his compulsion, theories, words, and schemes, 
Poured in dull rivers from his tongue and pen 
To sail his paper argosies of dreams. 
Bills, blueprints, proclamations, memoranda 
Bobbed in procession on his verbal flood, 
Behind them blows his restless propaganda— 
And all from a strange need of guts and blood. 
Statistics, numbers, races fill his vision, 
Ransacked from Europe, Africa and Asia 
And patched together with a schooled precision 
To form a bold methodical fantasia, 
His Hundred Year Design, His Master Plan 
To keep the Neths the masters—and their clan. 
Mistake not, he's a man of action, too, 
At least, his plans come finally to motions, 
He starts on what he says he'll carry through 
Ignoring rights and popular commotions. 
He's of the latest breed that's come to boss us, 
The combination captain-pedagogue 
On academic stilts, a mean colossus, 
Goes resolutely deepest in the bog, 
To rage there of designs for joy to come— 
And suck the reasons for them from his thumb. 

XIV 

Did you not hear a curious grumbling sound, 
As if the tired earth had heaved a sigh ? 
It seemed to stretch its muscles underground 
And yet take half its tremor from the sky.— 
No, it's weather mumbling in a misty beard 
Less certain of its projects than Beleerd. 

XV 

Beleerd, the Ethnarch, Planner of Revisions, 
The Minister of Ethnical Affairs! 
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Great Chief of all the racial divisions, 
Great wind that fathers all our separate airs! 
From the Cunene to the Great Fish River 
Ten million tr ibesmen, black and b rown and yellow, 
Abide upon the nod of this law-giver, 
The Bull that can make chieftains wi th his bel low. 
(Good heavens! If I go on in this strain 
I'll get into his P . R . O . ' s anthology 
That snaps up any Bantu praise-refrain 
Hailing Beleerd in civil mbongology!) 
Wel l , anyway, he ' s race 's life preserver, 
Tradit ion 's conservator, tribal jurist , 
The very phallus of generic fervour, 
The great divider, yet official purist . 

XVI 

Study now this Great Whi t e Father figure, 
O r kindly Governor of the black man 's gaol, 
Locations, and reserves, those somewhat bigger 
Lock-ups, to put the blacks beyond the pale. 
Chief Keeper of the Bantu, he discusses 
Bold plans to modernise the penitentiary, 
Even give ruptured tribes some legal trusses 
And set them free inside a previous century. 
Each race, or group, or tribe in like confinement, 
Fruitful by androgvnous gestation, 
Develops its own lines of quaint refinement— 
Culture begins with tribal decoration. 
This very afternoon Doctor Beleerd 
Is speaking to a measure that 's designed 
To build the black man's pride in his own weird 
And boost his ethnic ethos, as outl ined. 
The bill might strike some latter-day recorder 
As quite the masterpiece of its concocter ; 
It legalises in the state's new order 
That fine old institution of witch-doctor . 
Native F .R.C.S . ' s and M.D. ' s 
Are scorned as imitation European, 
But oaths not thought of by Hippocrates, 
And bed-side manners of a different mien 
Will help the Bantu sufferer in his groans 
As more indigenous healers throw the bones. 
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XVII 

But listen to Beleerd. 
' 'Science can giean 

Much from the age-old knowledge of these men— 
Buchu, for instance, and what about quinine? 
They have a wide pharmacopoeia then, 
Not bottles of grey powders on their shelves 
O r rows of patent salves whose wor th ' s unknown 
To doctors or the pharmacists themselves— 
The Bantu know six hundred herbs alone, 
And their green bottles stand upon the veld, 
Juices and tastes and scents of their own soil 
W h e r e the deep-rooted generations dwelt 
And sacred long-descended snakes uncoil . 
Their herbalist is the apothecary, 
But the Inyanga, the wi tch-doctor ' s more 
Like our own doctor , but where w e ' d be wary 
In fields w e ' r e only starting to explore, 
Psycho-somatic medicine for one, 
These men have specialised for centuries. 
Some honourable members may make fun 
Of dances, monkey-tails, goats' ovaries, 
They might as well scoff at the bed-side manner . 
Surely no good practi t ioner will think 
Man's a machine, adjustable by spanner, 
A rappor t ' s needed, trust , a psychic-link 
Between him and the sick. At any age 
I t 's mostly formed by sight of an appliance, 
Stethoscope, the rmomete r , pressure-gauge, 
They cure as much, perhaps, as any science. 
Just the same psychological adherence 
Results from bones, wands, little shields, and thence, 
Aided by dance and song and strange appearance, 
Inyangas build a healing confidence. 
But such a nexus circles wider than 
A brief accord between two minds, the whole 
Environment and culture of the man 
Preside to cure h im through his tribal soul. 
For the wi tch-doctor is the very nerve 
Of Bantu feeling for his ethnic own, 
They in themselves essentialise, conserve 
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Psychic symbols from which a t r ibe is grown. 
So, when mirimbas sound and drums 
And firelight makes shadows insecure 
Then from the masked and whirl ing dancer comes 
A social medicine, a psychic cure . 
Wi tch-doc tors ' aims—and they resent i t !— 
Have, like Ethnosis, been misrepresented ' 

XVIII 

At the ratt le of that compelling word , 
Like an old charger when the ket t le ' s played 
The Minister of Defamation st irred, 
Gulped, lifted a long equine jaw and neighed. 
By n o w the country 's been defamed so long 
One Minister 's ent i re t ime is taken 
Explaining why all journalists are wrong 
And even Pope and President mistaken. 
And heads of ministers on benches round 
Rear out of somnolence wi th glaring eyes, 
As owls are wakened by some daylight sound 
Into an angry, yellow-orbed surprise. 
A brief cantankerous stirring disarrays 
The ranks, as if in times of high abuse, 
W h e n verbal berg-winds belly-ache the days 
And all the b i t ter litt le braks are loose. 
Before heads drop , no te that line of jaws, 
Each slowly chewing on a cud of power 
And balding crowns that planned the strangest laws 
Since Hammurabai stylused on a tower— 
Easy to overlook them in a c rowd, 
But some, in curious ways, are well endowed. 

XIX 

Smoke-darkened face, as subtle as a fist, 
And eyes as clear—and just as deep—as glass, 
There sits that forthright, smouldering chauvinist, 
Gerhardus Brandman, canonized " T h e Baas" . 
" B a a s " is his favourite word , and " B a a s " adorns, 
Festoons his blunt republican romance. 
Pre tence , the pre t t ie r sophistries, he scorns 



J U D G M E N T D A Y 

For ramrod logic—and an upright stance. 
He's realised his plain straightforward dream 
By devious tactics and by talking straight; 
Once he was captain of a rugby team, 
Which trained him to be captain of the state— 
Though lacking the distinction found by some 
In his precursor, Doctor van der Hum. 

XX 

The closest friends of this upright sectarian, 
Are Mutt and Jeff of this odd ruling set-up, 
A long neurotic and a short vulgarian, 
And each a master of the comic get-up; 
Bills which opponents hold in gravest doubt 
Are those which these two laugh the most about. 
One looks an aging elongated fairy, 
Or, possibly, a sort of bleached giraffe, 
This minute agitated, the next airy, 
A tape-worm's pallor and a horn-bill's laugh. 
He's "Jolly" Staak, at heart a daring spinster, 
Who peers, in hope, beneath the nation's bed 
For moralising clerics from Westminster 
Or (Help ! Police!) a handy black—or red. 
The Minister of Order he, who foils 
Plots mostly laid in his imagination 
And with a weird and spastic ardour toils 
With agitation against agitation. 
For the new order he has changed the law, 
Replaced it with his own judicial system, 
Police are practically his private corps, 
And "communists" are those who most resist him. 
Yet he can joke, and no one can be cheerier 
Increasing floggings, sten-guns and hysteria. 

XXI 

And there sits Tommy Vlenter, least a novice, 
A sallow tokolos, but wordly wise, 
With great dexterity and knack of office, 
As head of Defamation, nails the lies. 
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He can be poisonous but never pompous , 
His dignity escapes him like an elf, 
He scoops the gut ter first in every rumpus, 
If praise is slow to come, he ' l l praise himself. 
He has a human weakness for the press 
And reads his speeches there with shining eyes 
Those praising him he quotes to great excess, 
The rest—distortions, calumnv and lies! 

XXII 

Professor Bobels isn ' t like these two , 
Responsibility is what he bases 
His public presence on, a broader view— 
He has a trinity of public faces. 
He is an elder of the Church, he can 
Talk like a P h . D . of Blake and Bosch, 
And he poses as an English gentleman, 
The legal kind, that comes from Rondebosch. 
Yet he ' s a sort of caucus-Faustus who 
Can conjure by strange measures from the murk , 
Spare senators to show the doubting few 
Democracy can still be made to work . 

XXIII 

Bobels might lack the absolute belief 
And Brandman, Staak and Vlenter may have found 
A dialectic binder for their brief 
Of prejudice, ambition and more profound 
Drives and uneases of the soul rejected, 
Even Beleerd, to rmented by a fear 
Of chaos within to master may project it, 
But Dimmermans is through and through sincere. 
Big, s tammering, stupid, passionate man, 
Falsetto voice and agitated beard, 
He loves the blacks as much as any can— 
The fine old servants, who have disappeared, 
The ringed indunas, changing times have banished— 
He calls for what has gone to be restored, 
He cries for childhood's friends who 've vanished 
W i t h a boy 's clay oxen and treasure-hoard. 
Visions roll out before his mooning gaze, 
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So deeply has this well- intentioned claque felt, 
Sees singing Bantu city-builders raise 
N e w Samarkands upon the tribal backveld— 
Whatever secret doubters there may lurk, he 
Gobbles up dreams like a prophet ic turkey. 

XXIV 

Some don ' t need delusions to prop invention, 
But see it clearly, whi te man versus black, 
Know from a past all bloody wi th dissension 
W h e r e many blacks are cheap, whites get the sack, 
And since gold, war, t ime, poverty ordain, 
And mining towns were bone-yards of men ' s lives, 
W h e r e old dreams die gaunt ribs of pride remain, 
The wronged were Afrikaners and their wives. 
So Joe Coetzee speaks out his visionless 
Hard logic of protect ion and mistrust, 
His syllogisms based on prejudice 
And axioms of racial disgust— 
And builds a system all the Neths agree 
Makes a Civilized Labour Policy. 

XXV 

There ' s half a dozen more administrators 
Of less distinction than the ones I've named, 
Though quite as interesting as debaters, 
Well-spoken, but not generally acclaimed. 
And round about them spread like doodle-marks 
Are variations on the standard faces. 
Some look like angry ants, some patriarchs, 
Some earnest fellows from up-country places. 
A smattering of patr iot professors 
Give wi th the usual academic unction 
More polished apologias than their lessers 
And thus perform a sort of cultural function. 

XXVI 

There ' s nothing new about these chaps, their game is 
Played everywhere in Africa today. 
Nkrumah, Zik or Nasser shout the same as 
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They do to break the old imperial sway. 
The sway's no longer here, but that's no matter, 
Dead enemies are safer to attack 
And vanished threats are easier to scatter 
When others have already hurled them back. 
Thus round that staunch dead president, Oom Paul, 
These pitch their stalls, and now their silk pavilions, 
With enterprises tap a people's soul, 
Find power—and, as well, the Kruger millions, 
And still pursue with bonus, trust, debenture, 
What Neth newspapers call "The Great Adventure". 

XXVII 

But while they dream of riches and republics 
Or of the future great, good Afrikaner, 
Whose hand both lamb and lion-cub will lick, 
Beleerd depicts the African Nirvana; 

. . . There will, of course, remain a need for numbers 
Of ordinary doctors for a while 
Though in no such proportion as encumbers 
The smooth switchback to the old Bantu style. 
Redundant blacks with medical degrees— 
I have arranged, in case a qualm should lurk— 
Can also turn witch-doctors if they please, 
Or be employed as clerks, or other work, 
They can't go on as carbon-copy whites, 
Cluttering up the ethnic restoration 
And whispering of foreign human rights 
As if they cured the sick by agitation. 
For rapid spread of the new personnel 
The best Inyangas will set up a college, 
And yield the secrets each concealed so well 
To make a common fund of all their knowledge. 
Nearby a Bantu industry will rise, 
For since we've shot out of its habitat 
The beast on which their medicine relies, 
They'll need a plant for making lion fat. 
Of course I'm not expecting many cheers 
From members opposite who "love the Native", 
They always keep their finest jibes and sneers 
For anything constructive or creative. 
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They no more wish the black among his own 
A man, than have him as their next-door neighbour, 
But want him in some sort of neutral zone 
To buy their goods and be cheap factory labour. 
Our friends will cry, "A blow at freedom!" That's 
Their usual line. But will they admit to you, 
The British—they're the model democrats!— 
Had state witch-doctors healing the Kikuyu. 
Sometimes I pray that just one man with vision 
Would rise one day among the Opposition . . . " 

XXVIII 

Across the way the weary Opposition 
Nods forty heads above one nice reflection 
—A dream as well—to find a proposition 
That's vague enough to win the next election; 
And round this high abstraction, brisk 
Old goats of happy expectation skip— 
The Government across the way will risk 
Too much, and crash from a stupendous slip. 
Triumph (some say) is won with greater ease, 
However many hearts and years it breaks, 
If faith's not pinned to forthright policies 
But hope is fixed on Government mistakes. 
And to the Blacks they offer neither hand 
Nor heart, for fear that someone might construe 
This to admit that others share the land— 
A fact they sometimes draw attention to. 
They are exponents of elusive bonhomie, 
Justice for all, but who gets what, none knows— 
Theirs is a true political economy 
Where all the enterprise must be their foes! 
Besides, God knows what quarrels, splits, divisions 
Might come among them if they took decisions. 

XXIX 

Let's say, the Opposition knows the ring 
And is, quite often, wily in debate, 
They bob and weave and use the ropes to spring 
The classic punches of the bantam-weight. 
Even with rabbit-punches, jabs and buts 
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Somehow they still appear too orthodox, 
While all the fans yell out for blood and guts 
They seem to deal in dictionary knocks, 
And, dodging, make their stand for "Integration''— 
Their one great truth—their wordiest evasion. 
And always when they're fiercest in the pressure 
Spirit wanes, ardour suddenly gives out, 
Their towering rightness shins it through a fissure 
Their thunderous presence fizzles to a doubt. 
They have an odd political disease 
Like epilepsy at "Integration's' ' sound, 
Abruptly see eternal verities, 
Then fall deranged and rigid to the ground. 
They can't decide to love or lose the black, 
And so, to solve the irritating fix, 
To free themselves and yet not feel his lack, 
They want him "taken out of politics". 
A Neth has only got to ask them " H o w ? " 
And they retire to caucus and a row. 

XXX 

Three charming fellows lead the hopeful crew, 
Each points his section's genius or flair, 
One's Afrikaans, one's English, one's a Jew, 
A farmer, lawyer and a millionaire. 
Colijn's the captain and the figurehead 
Of this reef-dodging lugger of a party, 
He only swears in private, he's well-bred 
And always on the deck and looking hearty. 
And in the worst of weathers he's out front— 
There's something rather feline in his style, 
A bowsprit Cheshire Cat who bears the brunt 
Shipping the long Cape rollers in his smile. 
Or maybe he's another sort of cat, 
As imperturbable, the puzzling Sphinx, 
Whose riddle everyone keeps guessing at 
But can't decide just what or if he thinks. 
And though we ask what stirs the man? What hates? 
What gods? What love or cause impels or pulls? 
Colijn's best public passion dissipates 
Itself on fodder and imported bulls. 
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But can he ride us through the storm, proceeding 
With no more rudder than a sense of breeding? 

XXXI 

Oh, Jack St. James can always cut a dash 
Even without a horse, his gay whip teases, 
But will he turn out dexterous or rash 
When his delight amid the uproar rises? 
A Peter Pan of party politics, 
Came to it young, its kept him young too long, 
Now age looks in, still plays the same old tricks 
Impulsively, and still can play them wrong. 
But one more sad behind his mask regrets 
Himself lost leader of the English section, 
Those for whom the old red sun subduedly sets 
And maps grow chill with shadows of rejection. 
These million English are a vague communion 
Indifferent to leadership or goal, 
Their most accomplished children flee the Union, 
Search other countries for their cause and soul, 
And to the pioneer premise of their fathers 
Add on no better moral, finer story, 
Leave our crude glaring sun and savage weathers 
To bask, reflect in other peoples' glory. 
Most able men, not all, who stay behind 
Fix loyalty to man upon shareholders, 
The other whites are voters of a kind 
And blacks are some statistics in their folders. 
Man may diminish while they make their pile, 
Black generations brew in new diseases, 
What if the legislation stinks of guile ? 
What ? If the supertax reduction pleases . . . 
Their language is looked after by the Jews, 
Their politics thought out by Afrikaners, 
Their colleges embalm enlightened views, 
While they get on with business and gymkhanas. 
Who don't pretend to "county" status boast 
A brawny brotherhood of beer and games. 
Their paraclete is Queen Victoria's ghost 
And their philosopher is Jack St. James, 
Who betters most of them in grit and wit 
And patient waiting for the Neths to split. 
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XXXII 

For Frank Sidonia gold and diamonds gleam, 
The richest man, the subtlest in the House; 
Slight, diffident as silk and it might seem 
The millions laboured and brought forth a mouse. 
But yet he has a smoothness that can trick 
Like razor-grass, and slice with a caress, 
And cut the feet he seems about to lick 
And trip with knots the Neth inventiveness. 
But still, he stays too tentative, too shy 
Of straight approaches, keeps preferring stealth, 
Hears ever at his back the warning cry 
Of pale directors nervous of their wealth. 
And so he baulks, who sees the truth so clear, 
At the same Rubicon where others shrink, 
But sponsors for the hoi-polloi to cheer, 
Like Dulles, demonstrations on the brink; 
Yet offers nothing that will hold the heart 
When the ethnic time-bomb blows the state apart. 

XXXIII 

And round these men spread the sub-tropic latitudes 
Where flatness, vacancy and wind are features 
With old dry beds of liberal beatitudes, 
The haunt of nervous, vegetarian creatures 
And ostriches who swell their throats and mock 
A lion's booming to the world around 
But, when their heads are slipped into a sock, 
Suffer indignities without a sound. 
And, look, a row of pretty antelopes 
Are like inverted tripods at the back, 
Klipspringer liberals on rocky slopes, 
Tread moral ledges safe from an attack. 
Leaders prefer old wildebeests or gnus 
Or pole-cats who can raise a stink at will 
And curse well-bred constituencies who choose 
This lofty breed that nibbles principle. 
However, they, though posed upon their niches, 
Climb down when called to toe the party line 
And then climb back to dream of final ditches, 
A crisis when they really do resign. 
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Regard them now in their uneasy slumber, 
A little drooping like a horse at tether, 
For liberals there have been in any number 
But few kept principle and seat together, 
And yet because they once were innocent 
Their muse sings them this lullaby-lament: 

XXXIV 

Ten little liberals waiting to resign, 
One went and did so, and then there were nine. 

Nine little liberals entered a debate, 
But one spoke his heart out, and then there were eight. 

Eight little liberals saw the road to heaven, 
One even followed it, and then there were seven. 

Seven little liberals caught in a fix, 
One stayed liberal, and then there were six. 

Six little liberals glad to be alive, 
One turned a somersault, and then there were five. 

Five little liberals found they had the floor, 
One spoke for all of them, and then there were four. 

Four little liberals sitting down to tea, 
One choked on a principle, and then there were three. 

Three little liberals looking at the view, 
One saw a policy, and then there were two. 

Two little liberals lying in the sun 
One turned dark brown, and then there was one. 

One little liberal found nothing could be done, 
So he took the boat for England, and then there were none. 
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XXXV 

But leave all sleeping in their fitful plight 
Each listening to a little siren-song, 
Two parties of mistrust, one shrinks from right, 
The other fears their folk may shrink from wrong. 
(Alas my country in your fateful years 
That these two eyes of our one people's vision 
Should be, as the last chance of choosing nears, 
Squinting fright and bleary indecision!) 
Down deep in their subconscious thickets none 
Suspects his time, his destiny is reckoned, 
Nor sees pale hands press downwards from the sun 
And shadows rising round him by the second. 
Many illusions throng the human head, 
The seed from which all light and darkness grow, 
And here's a shade of minds, the forest bed 
With trunks of darkness standing round them now. 
Beleerd goes on, their tone-deaf nightingale, 
It almost seems, indeed, that from his lips 
Grey concepts, all the sift of time, exhale 
The haunted dimness of a great eclipse. 
On far long paths from all the world he takes 
Our time's half-truths and monstrous tall confusions, 
Fulfilling all our politics he makes 
An elephants' grave-yard of man's delusions. 
And such a weight of old grey errors grow, 
A shudder seems to run below the floor. 
Beleerd ignores a passing vertigo 
And struggles on to add one reason more. 
"Thoughts of old ritual murders cause misgiving 
To some. But I can state on their behalf, 
Modern witch-doctors leave their "vict im" living 
And now make muti from his photograph . . . 
Whites must, of course, make sacrifices too, 
Witch-doctors who once found our cows and sheep'11 
Be fully occupied in pastures new, 
The great adventure, serving their own people . . . " 
At which the earth which lay around the House 
Wriggles as lips do that repress a yawn 
Then yields and opens its defeated jaws, 
Swallows the building and surrounding lawn. 
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Policemen on the gate with dazed suspicion 
Gape at the gape the House has fallen through, 
One, holding fast, in terror, to tradition, 
Shoots at a black man in the Avenue. 
The civil servants wake in buildings round 
Stare out, then clutch in panic at their eyes, 
And hear how a great underswell of sound 
Breaks outward through the town in frightened cries, 
And some look up and see a strange dust trail 
Like a torpedo or long finger-nail . . . 

XXXVI 

In the descending House the members stir 
A sense of sway disturbs them—or of sinking?— 
But see Beleerd still talking through the blur, 
Drop off again, resolved to cut their drinking. 
One, wandering to the Lobby for an airing, 
Sees huge three-headed women, taloned, clinging 
Outside the windows, eyes of yellow glaring, 
And ghastly moaning voices reach him bringing 
Weird utterances urging his improvement, 
All intermingled with inchoate bellows. 
Fearing another women's protest movement 
He dodges back among his dreaming fellows. 
Past winged horrendous freaks of divination, 
Through chaos and old night they floated on, 
Through all the lost week-end of first creation, 
Down the dark gullet of oblivion. 
And like a box-kite slowly hauled to ground 
From heavens stippled with appalling fowl 
The House descends the fabulous profound 
To a landscape like a face within a cowl. 
Throughout, their minds half-troubled by a creaking, 
The members drowse, Beleerd continues speaking 
The swan-song of their earthly politics, 
And acts their Charon down a falling Styx . . . 
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AFRICA 
LANGSTON HUGHES 

Sleepy giant, 

You've been resting awhile. 

Now I see the thunder 

And the lightning 

In your smile. 

Now I see 

The storm clouds 

In your waking eyes: 

The thunder, 

The wonder, 

And the young 

Surprise. 

Your every step reveals 

The new stride 

In your thighs. 
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