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Editorial 
Political organisations competing for support, 

constituencies and power are not always realistic in their 
assessments. Claims and counter-claims are often 

exaggerated. Estimates of the number of supporters attending 
a meeting can differ by tens of thousands', depending on who 

is doing the counting. 
Sometimes, exaggerated claims are made so often that they 

become accepted as self-evident truths. When this occurs in 
the progressive political movement, it becomes cause for 
concern. Political power can never be built on a false 

underestimation of the opposition's strength. A realistic 
understanding of strength and weakness can ultimately only 

benefit progressive and democratic organisation. 
There are those who assert that Inkatha is a fundamentally 
weak organisation, basing its support on coercion and a 
backward-looking ethnic identity. Inkatha itself claims a 
million-and-a-half members. Both assessments cannot be 

accurate. 
Whatever one thinks about Inkatha - and the WIP editors 
hold no brief for that organisation and its policies - a 
realistic assessment of its strength is important for the 
progressive movement as a whole. If Inkatha was able to 

mobilise over 70 000 supporters to attend the launch of the 
United Workers Union of South Africa (UNUSA), then it must 
have some power base in Natal. Claims to the contrary are 

wishful thinking, not realistic analysis. 
This is the context in which Phillip van Niekerk argues in 

this WIP that uwuSA's launch has more significance 
politically than in the trade union field. While it seems 

unlikely that UWUSA can, in the long tern, develop a 
factory-floor base of any strength, its launch signifies a 
growing political battle for ascendency in Natal. COSATU and 
the UDF are involved in this battle, and so is Inkatha. And, 

as Van Niekerk points out, political groups may have 
dismissed Buthelezi's power base too easily. 

No attempt to wish away unpleasant political realities can 
succeed in the long term. Nor can such an approach benefit 

progressive politics. While WIP cannot assess the claims and 
counter-claims regarding the relative strength of 

organisations like Inkatha and the UDF in Natal, or the 
National Forum, all progressive groups can raise questions 
and debates, challenging perceptions which may not always be 

well-founded. 
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