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When Mary Agnes 
Khunwana won 
the Community 

Builder of the Year 
Award in 

November last 
year, it was a 

dream come true. 
Bobby Rodwell 

spoke to her 

/ / I was very surprised. I 
|1 thought someone else 
'1 would win. I did not 

believe the project was good 
enough and did not have 
enough faith in the work I have 
done", said Mary Agnes 
Khunwana. 

Khunwana is the w inner of 
the Adult Section of the 
Sowctan. CCV. Old Mutual 
Community Builder of the Year 
Award for 1993. 

She won the award for set
ting up a clinic in the garage of 
her home in the Western 
Transvaal township of Khuma. 

When SPEAK first wrote a 
storv about Takalani (which 
means joy* Clinic in 1991. 
Khunwana told us: "There are 
no decent facilities for women 
to give birth in this area. There 
is a provincial hospital. 
Tsepong. in Klerksdorp. which 
is so overcrowded that women 
who have just given birth often 
have to share a bed." 

Khunwana said although the 
Vaal Reefs Mines Hospital — 
where she worked as a sister — 
accepted family members of 
mine workers, it only had six 
beds at the time. 

"Provincial hospital services 
arc open to all now. but we arc 
in CP (Conservative Party) 

Khuma's pride 

country here. Black people sim
ply do not go to white hospi
tals." she added. 

"Many women have babies 
at home, which often result in 
death. Sometimes the baby or 
both mother and babv die. 

"One has to understand that 
Khuma is in a mining area. 
After the influx control laws 
were scrapped in 1986. women 
could join their husbands or 
boyfriends. This meant there 
was a growing need for decent 
maternity services. But there 
ULTC none. 

"1 got to the point where 1 
could not watch this happening 
any more. I resigned from the 
Vaal Reefs Mines Hospital, and 
with my final salary, all the 
savings I had and my pension 

fund. I opened Takalani Clinic, 
believing that it would bring 
joy to the women of Khuma." 
Khunwana told SPEAK. 

Things have been very diffi
cult for her and Takalani Clinic. 
Although people and business
es donated some equipment and 
patients paid a small fee. most 
of the money to run the clinic 
was paid in by Khunwana her
self. 

u T hat is why the 
aw ard meant so 
much to me." she 

said. 
The award acknowledges the 

work Khunwana has done for 
her community — and Takalani 
certainly has done a lot. When 
SPEAK first visited the clinic 
in 1991. three babies had been 
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and joy 

Khunwana outside the clinic wi th one of the babies 

delivered there 

delivered. Today aboul 1 500 
babies have been delivered at 
the clinic. " In ihc beginning, i l 
was mainlv women from (he 
local squatter camp who used 
the clinic. Today il is women 
from all over Khuma." 
Khunwana said. 

We asked her how the 
Khuma community responded 
to the setting up of the clinic, 
and her getting the award. 

'To me the clinic belongs to 
the community. And I think the 
community sees it that way as 
well. When we had our first 
birthday party in 1992. people 
from all the organisations in the 
community came to celebrate 
the development of Tukalani. 

"When I won this award, the 
community rejoiced. People 

have been coming to the clinic 
every day to thank me for turn
ing the nation's eye to the 
Western Transvaal, an area 
which is often forgotten about." 

SPEAK asked Khunwana 
aboul Takalani's future. 
"We are busy working 

on an Outreach Programme. 
We have 11 health workers who 
go to people's homes in 
Khuma. They visit women who 
have had babies, people suffer
ing from HIV and AIDS and 
the disabled. The Roman 
Catholic Church in the area 
donates food to Takalani. and 
the health workers distribute it 
on their rounds. We have man
aged to gel sponsorship to pay 
the health workers, and from 
next year they wil l be getting 

"Jo me the clinic 
belongs to the 
community... When / 
won the award, the 
community rejoiced. 
People hove been 
coming to the clinic 
e*ery doy f0 thank m 

'or turning the notion'. 

jye to the Western 
ftonsvooJ, on oreo 
which i$ often 
forgotten about." 

formal training at Alexandra 
Health Centre. 

"The R10 (MX) given by the 
award wil l go towards the new 
clinic we plan to build. At the 
moment Takalani has only six 
beds. With so many deliveries. 
we need to move to a bigger 
clinic." she added. 

Khunwana also received 
some of the award money for 
herself. 

"It was wonderful getting 
R5 000 for m\ own personal 
use. There were times when I 
told myself that I should go 
back lo work and forget about 
the clinic because I needed to 
earn a salary again. Then I 
would look at my patients and 
think, how could I leave them? 
I f Takalani closed down, they 
would have nowhere lo go. 

"1 have no regrets and every 
moment has been worth it. It is 
better to help people than to 
earn a good salary for yourself. 
My wealth has been seeing 
women have more control over 
where and how Ihey want to 
give birth. Th;ii has been my 
satisfaction." © 
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