
COMMENT 
In October 1993, hundreds 
of women from Thokoza 
marched to the 
Johannesburg city centre to 
demand the removal of the 
Internal Stability Unit (ISU) 
from the East Rand. The 
ISU, formerly the riot 
squad, is accused of abus
ing women and continually 
harassing residents on the 
East Rand. 

While things continue to 
look hopeless, the month 
of October also provided a 
ray of hope. 

More than 60 000 Zulu-
speaking people attended 
an ANC rally in Natal. The 
importance of this event 
was that it clearly showed 
South Africa and the world 
that the political violence in 
this country is not based 
on narrow ethnic lines. 

While some political 
organisations may recruit 
members along ethnic 
lines, this is not true for all 
organisations. 

Let this rally be a symbol 
of the right to freedom of 
choice. 

Let it also see an end to 
the unfair discrimination 
against people simply 
because they are Zulu-
speaking. 

Let us in 1994 not allow 
any government forces or 
the third force to divide our 
communities. 

We wish all our readers a 
happy and safe new year. 

Talk 
Politicians, 
don't be selfish 

I was shocked to see people 
who call themselves leaders 
of the people leave the 
negotiations to form the 
Freedom Alliance. As far as I 
am concerned, this alliance 
was formed to cause prob
lems for negotiations in our 
country. Who do they think 
they are? And do they think 
they can take us and this 
country forward? Some want 
a Boerestaat, some want a 
federal state, while others 
want their own homeland. 
But it is not what they want 
that is important, it is what 
we, the people on the 
ground want. We want a 
free, democratic, non-racial 
and non-sexist South Africa, 
where people will see them
selves as brothers and sis
ters. 

The Freedom Alliance lead
ers must start thinking 
about our lives and not their 
own selfish ideas. We must 
look at what is happening in 
Angola, Bosnia and other 
countries and learn from it. 

So, Sothos, Zulus, 
Xhosas, Afrikaners and 
everyone else, know that 
you and I are living on the 
African continent which will 
be our home for the rest of 
our lives. 

7Radebe 
Bethlehem 

Back 
Thanks to all our 
readers who have 

written. Please 
keep your letters 

flowing in. We are 
often forced to 
shorten letters 

because of space. 
Send your letters to: 

SPEAK 
PO Box 261363 

Excom 2023 
Johannesburg 
South Africa 

If only these leaders had 
the same commitment and 
wisdom as you do. - Editor 

Women should say 
no to abortion 

As someone who is Pro-life, 
1 feel very strongly about 
abortion. I firmly believe 
that most women shouting 
"legalise abortion" don't 
really know what it is. 

Some women say it is 
their right to do with their 
bodies as they please. Yes, 
it is your body, but this baby 
inside you is not part of your 
body. It is a whole and sepa
rate being, with its own 
brainwaves, heart, blood 
and organs. 

Wake up women of South 
Africa. Abortion is not a 
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means of birth control. 
Abortion is not the easy way 
out. 

Abortion is dangerous and 
not good for your health. 

Ms ER Schwarz 
Dundee 

The majority of women call
ing for abortion to be made 
legal are not pro-abortion, 
they are pro-choice. This 
means they believe that ft is 
a woman's decision whether 
she wants to have a child or 
not. It is her body because 
the womb Is in her body. 
Yes, South Africa has to 
wake up and realise that 
women have the right to 
choose, if and when they 
want to have children. Wake 
up to the fact that hundreds 
of thousands of women have 
unsafe and dangerous back-
street abortions every year. 
All women want is the right 
to choose and, if their 
choice Is to have an abor
tion, that It be safe and 
legal. - Editor 

God is for 
gender equality 

God did not create men to 
be superior to women. No, 
not at all! The man is the 
head of the family by soci
ety's choice, not by natural 
superiority. It is God's aim 
that husbands should pro
tect and Jove their wives, not 
oppress and exploit them. 
Husbands of course speak 
the last word in the family 
but this should not be the 
case. If one reads the Bible 
carefully, in Ephessians 5: 

21-33, Paul is inspired by 
the spirit of God when he 
addresses the issue of gen
der equality. It says "the two 
shall become one flesh", 
which signifies equality. 
Moreover, in Corinthians 2, 
Verses 11 and 12, it is stat
ed that "woman is not inde
pendent of man nor man 
independent of woman, for 
as woman came from man, 
even so man comes through 
woman, and all things are 
from God." 

Themba Mona 
KaNyamazane 

We wish more people would 
read the bible with as much 
insight as you do. - Editor 

SPEAK is 
across the board 

SPEAK is not young or old. It 
is not thick or thin, or black 
or white. 

Firstly, it deals with litera
cy, social issues, education 
and politics. It is across the 
board. 

Secondly, it is the voice of 
our oppressed working class 
mothers who at present do 
not even make up 50 per
cent at the negotiating forum 
at the World Trade Centre. 

Thabisi - ANCYL member 
Bohlokong 

Vuka uzenzele 

Thank you for writing to us. 
We hope you will continue 
to enjoy reading SPEAK. 
- Editor 
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Thank you readers 
SPEAK wishes to thank our read
ers who responded to the reader
ship survey in our May issue. Your 
response has helped us to under
stand what you like about SPEAK 
and ways of improving our maga
zine. We will certainly take up 
some of your suggestions. Thank 
you once again. - SPEAK staff 

WINNERS! 
The winner of the radio 

Matla Trust Voter Education 
Competition Is 

* Hendrietta Mahladisa, 
Diepkloof 

Congratulations to the four 
lucky winners of bags from 
Kenya 

* Rachel Maile, Moganyaka 
* Ria Swaradhe, Mobopane 

• N B Makhado, Venda 
* Claudia Leyd, George 

WIN! WIN! WIN! 
TEN lucky SPEAK readers stand 
the chance of winning a SPEAK 
T-shirt. All you have to do is tell 
us what woman you would like 
to see on the front cover of 
SPEAK. 
Send your entry to: 
SPEAK T-shirt competition 
PO Box 261363 
Excom 
2023 
The woman I'd would like to 
see on the front cover of 
SPEAK Is 

Name 

Address 

Postal Code 

The closing date for entries is 26 
January 1994. T-shirts will be post
ed to the lucky winners. 


