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They escaped violence and 
starvation in Somalia. But 

they are still not safe. Now 
Somali women in Kenyan 

refugee camps face rape by 
gangs of armed bandits. 

Keith B RUhburg reports from 
Dagahaley camp, Kenya 

Falumu Mohumud Muse 
still has very bad dreams 
about the night in 

February when she was raped. 
Her attackers wore clothes lo 
cover their faces, and all three 
were armed as they entered the 
shack where Muse lived with 
her five cfttfdnsn. 

"I called for help, but no 
one came," said Muse, who 
fled to Kenya two years ago. 
She left Somalia to get away 
from the violence and hunger. 

Now rape haunts Somali 
An African 
tragedy 
Somalia is a small country 
in East Africa. It is one of 
many African countries 
which face terrible droughts 
year after year. Because of 
this, thousands have died of 
famine (hunger). The famine 
was particularly bad last 
year. This, together with 
corruption In the govern
ment and different political 
and military factions, led to 
the government being 
destroyed. The United 
Nations then moved into the 
country to provide food aid 
and medical supplies to the 
Somali people. The UN, how
ever, took on other roles as 
well. Today It is seen as the 
"government" of the coun
try. A number of UN soldiers 
have been killed In fighting 
with Somali military group
ings. Since the war and 
drought in Somalia, thou
sands have fled to neigh
bouring countries. 

A Somali woman at a peace rally in Mogadishu. At home in 
in neighbouring countries, women are victims 
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She remembered how the men 
first demanded her belongings 
— very little food, some 
clothes and 300 Kenyan 
shillings. They shouted at her 
in Somali as they held her 
down and beat her with their 
guns. And then, each in turn, 
they raped her. 

A few months after the 
attack. Muse found out she was 
pregnant. Kenyan law does not 
allow for abortion at all, even 
if the woman was raped. 

refugees 

Somalia or in refugee camps 
of the violence 

Muse tried to hide her preg
nancy using a long, striped 
cloth. But in the small world of 
this refugee camp outside the 
Kenyan town of Dadaab, 
everyone knows Muse was 
raped. "I'm confused," she 
said, when asked about the 
child. 

"I have five children 
already. Their father is missing. 
I don't know if he is dead or 
alive." 

Muse said she will have to 
raise the child of her rapist. 
'There is no choice — there is 
nothing else I can do." She said 
she will never tell the child the 
truth. 

What happened to Muse, is 
happening to many Somali 
women living in refugee camps 
in Kenya. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), social workers and 
human rights groups say thou
sands of Somali refugee 
women have been raped over 
the last year. Most have been 
raped by Somali bandits (crimi
nals) and some by members of 
the Kenyan security forces who 
are supposed to protect them. 

It is difficult to get informa
tion on how many women have 
been raped because the area is 
very big. 

Because of the shame that 
women often feel when 
they have been raped, 

only 100 rapes were reported 
between February and August 
this year. UNHCR spokesper
son Pano Moumtzis said the 
actual number of rapes is prob
ably 10 times that. 

A report released by an 
organisation called Africa 
Rights claims that "thousands 
of Somali refugee women have 
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been raped". The ages of the 
rape victims range from four to 
50 years. The report sees the 
situation of these refugee 
women as "the forgotten part of 
Somalia's tragedy". It blames 
the UNHCR and the Kenyan 
government for failing to prop
erly protect Somalis who have 
lost their homes and their land 
in the war. 

The UNHCR agrees that 
rape is a very serious problem. 
The high numbers of rape cases 
is linked to a lack of law and 
order along the border between 
Kenya and Somalia, where 
bandits attack refugees, relief 
workers and even the police. 
Bandits have killed at least 20 
Kenyan policemen for their 
guns. 

G un battles between 
Kenyan police and 
heavily armed Somali 

gangs have become common 
and the gangsters often out
number the police. Africa 
Rights blames the Kenyan gov
ernment for the lack of law and 
order long the border. Kenya 
says the violence comes direct
ly from the war in Somalia. 
The government says the situa
tion has worsened since the 
United States of America 
brought its soldiers into 
Somalia, because many gun
men have moved across the 
border into Kenya. 

The UNHCR has started 
raising money for a project 
called "Women Victims of 
Violence". The first thing this 
project wil l do is buy 60 bullet
proof vests for Kenyan guards 
along the border. © 
• We would like to thank the 
Weekly Mail and Gaurdian forgiv
ing its permission to adapt this 
article 
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