
GIRLS SOLO AS SLAVES 

In some mountain areas in Taiwan people 
are very poor. To get money to survive 
some families are forced to sell their 
young daughters. They sell them to men 
who own brothels in the city. Brothels 
are places where men pay to have sex. 
These girls are turned into slaves. Some 
of them are only twelve years old. The 
brothel owners keep all the money. The 
girls do not have any say over their 
lives, and they do not get any of the 
money. They are like prisoners. 

Many girls are forced to have sex with 
about 30-50 men a day. The youngest 
girls are given injections to make their 
bodies grown quicker so that they can 
"Give the men more pleasure." 

This does not only happen in Taiwan. 
Many women are traded from poor to rich 
countries as well. When there is 
poverty, women are often the ones who 
suffer the most. 

Yesterday 

Today and 
Tomorrow 

This photograph was taken at the South 
African Domestic Workers' day of 
choirs, in Durban. 

The poem below was written by 
Maria Manyoni, She is a domestic 
worker. It is about the day 

that domestic workers went to 
Pretoria. They went 

^fe to try and change 
w the law so thai: they 

^ ^ ^ could have some of 
W the same rights as 

other workers. 

We slide past you like a 
soundless vehicle 
We pray but they do not 
hear us 
As if they have no ears 

What we want 
We shall obtain 

To Pretoria we went 
Bald heads glittered 
But there we were 
tricked 

Workers will overcome 
Through unity. 
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Woman worker speaking a t a OK. Bazaars meeting 

Cc*vu*» orpmnlned * Vo»ens Pirfitn Vtorkuhop 

At thle workshop women decided thiit thej 

Bust f ight In the ir unlone and workplaces 

for wovena r ights to be taken up. 

COSATU is taking up women's issues in 
their campaign for a living wage. Women 
workers are saying: 

Many of us are breadwinners. The bosses 
use 'being women' as an excuse to pay us 
low wages and make more profits. We 
must earn the same as men. We are 
workers just as they are. We work a 
double-shift - one at work and one at 
home. We are raped, assaulted, and 
treated as sex-objects. Like men, we 
are forced to carry the dompas. We are 

often the first to be retrenched because 
bosses use our pregnancies to break our 
service. We are afraid to let our 
pregnancies show because we may get 
fired. We have miscarriages because we 
try to hide our pregnancies and we work 
in unsafe jobs. We can't get houses. 
We are the ones to leave school early so 
that our brothers can get an education. 
We need training, we need union 
education so that we can, like men 
workers, take up an equal place in our 
workplaces and in our unions. 

KITSKONSTABELS 

Many people are worried about 
these new 'kitskonstabels' 
who have been sent to the 
townships. And they have 
reason to be. These men get 
only three weeks training and 
are given guns. They and are 
told to keep 'law and order' 
in the townships. 

In June this year, two 
seventeen year old girls and 
their friends were taken to 
the Nyanga police station in 
the eastern Cape. They were 
accused of being comrades. 
Said one of the girls: 
"During the assaults, a 
special constable said I 
would be released if I had 
sex with him. When I 
refused, he forcefully 
touched my breasts and 
private parts and hit me." 

RUBBING SALT ON A WOUND 
• » 

Nombuyiselo Kheswa is a domestic worker who 
lives in Umlazi. She recently lost 10 members of 
her family from mushroom poisioning. They were 
dying one after the other within a few days. Her 
family is very poor. They did not even have 
money to bury all these people. She survived 
because she did not eat the mushrooms. During 
this time she did not go to work. 

When she went back to work after the funeral, 
her employer fired her. Her employer did not 
listen to her story. She said she had read about 
it in the newspaper. She asked Nombuyiselo, "Who 
do you think was looking after my family while 
you were away?" That is all she wanted to know. 

Nombuyiselo said: "To me this was like rubbing 
salt on a open wound. I realised how hard some 
employers are to their workers. Even though my 
family is poor, I could not beg anymore." 
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In June this year, 20 000 protestors 
gathered together outside Durham 
Prison. This is the prison where 
many women political prisoners are 
kept in Northern Ireland. 

The protesters stand there in 
solidarity with the women prisoners. 
They are also there to protest 
against the endless body strip 
searches which the prisoners often 
forced to go through. During these 
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strip searches, prisoners are forced 
to strip naked and stand in front of 
prison warders to see whether they 
have anything hidden on them. 

More than anything, these strip 
searches seem to happen to break 
down the spirit of the prisoners. 
The strip searches do not have to 
happen. The prison authorities can 
use other ways of checking 
prisoners. 

WHAT A CHEEK! 

A man divorced his wife because she didn't 
have any children. He said that it was her 
fault that she didn't become pregnant. Did he 
ever stop to think that maybe it was a 
problem with him? No! Never! The thought 
didn't even enter his head. 

Then guess what? She married another man and 
had two beautiful babies! But her ex-husband 
did not tell his family that they were 
divorced. So, when he heard of her children, 
he had the cheek to say that the children 
were his! 

Women are not 'baby machines.' And it is time 
that men face up to the fact that if a woman 
does not fall pregnant, it can easily be a 
problem with the man. After all, it takes two 
to make a baby, doesn't it?! 


