
COMMENT 
Progress in negotiations has 
been very slow. All the same, it 
is clear democratic elections 
have to be held soon. 
It is important to start 
preparing now because this will 
be the first time all South 
Africans have the chance to 
vote for the government of their 
choice. 

The growing violence against 
women is shocking. If women 
are under threat of attack in 
the home and on the streets, 
how can they take part in 
building a non-racial, non-
sexist, democratic South 
Africa? 

In the Mdantsane magistrate's 
court in Ciskei, at least four 
rape cases are heard every 
day. 
In Johannesburg it has been 
reported that a 14-year-old girl 
was gang-raped by traffic cops 
when she asked them for 
directions. 
Political violence gets a lot of 
attention, but violence against 
women is usually ignored. This 
is because politics is still 
treated as a male territory. 
The government has suddenly 
introduced new laws which it 
says aim to stop discrimination 
against women. It did not 
consult women and gave a 
ridiculously short time for 
people to react. SPEAK thinks 
this is obviously a trick to win 
women's votes, not a real 
concern for women's rights. 
The Women's Charter 
Campaign, launched on March 
8 - International Women's Day, 
aims to find out what women 
want in a new South Africa. In 
this campaign, women can 
organise and work together to 
win their demands. 
Let's reach out and make sure 
every woman's voice is 
heard! O 

Talk back 
Wake up, womenl 
Your magazine touched my 
emotions. It left me with a 
mixture of hope and fear. Fear 
that if women can wake up and 
gain consciousness men will be 
driven into shame. 
I appreciate and have a deep 
love for the women's world, it 
always breaks my heart when I 
see many men and even women 
feel misfortune when a girl is 
born. 

When I read about Lavonia Pule 
in SPEAK (September 1992) I 
was so pleased. It is wonderful 
to know there is at least one 
woman referee on the soccer 
fields in Soweto! I shall be happy 
if all women are mobilised and 
become productive, the same as 
men. 
I invite pen-pals from your read
ers. I am 26. My hobbies are 
reading and writing poems. 
Crocodile smile to all SPEAK staff 
and grins to all men readers. 
I call all women to be active. 

Ms Ananius Lesotho 
PO Box 178 

Richie 
Kimberley 

I am lesbian 
I am a woman who likes other 
women. This means I am les
bian. I am afraid to tell people I 
am lesbian because many of 
them will say I am not a proper 
woman. 
Does SPEAK know other lesbian 
women? Is there an organisation 
I can belong to? 
Please tell me. I am lonely and 
would like to talk to other women 
who feel the same as I do. 

Lonely woman 
Soweto 

SPEAK • April 1993 • Page 2 

You can contact: 
The Gay and Lesbian Organisation 
of the Witwatersrand (Glow) 
Telephone: (Oil) 403 4254 

Skin lightening creams 
I used skin lightening creams 
and luckily stopped. Afterwards I 
developed a rash on my neck and 
face. For about two years I have 
been using ointments given by 
doctors but to no avail. The rash 
on my face would go away for a 
while, but it always came back. It 
never went away on my neck. A 
pharmacist told me to use 
aqueous cream and it helped. 
The rash on my face seems to 
have gone away but it is still on 
my neck. It becomes really bad 
when I'm in the sun. Please give 
me advice on how to get rid of 
the rash. Is aqueous cream good 
for my face? 

Emeleinah S Shongwe 
Swaziland 

Ochronosis (the rash on your neck) 
is unfortunately a condition which 
can't be reversed. You are lucky 
the rash on your face has gone 
away. I suggest you use high factor 
sun block cream - anything above 
number 20 during the day. The sun 
block should be applied every four 
hours. Use Retin-A cream at night 
It might help to peel off some of 
the black marks. 
Wear a hat or cover your neck to 
avoid the sun. 

Aqueous cream is an excellent 
moisturiser to use. - Dr Zubi Hamed 

Botswana women 
call for support 
In July 1992. the Court of Appeal 
of Botswana ruled in favour of 
Unity Dow when Dow challenged 



READERS' LETTERS 

a discriminatory provision in the 
Botswana Citizenship Act. The Act 
denied Botswana citizenship to 
her children because her hus
band is an American. The Act was 
discriminatory in that children of 
Botswana men married to foreign 
women were considered citizens. 
We have received new reports 
that the government plans to hold 
a referendum to decide the legal 
status of women. It is clear they 

want to change the court's 
decision so discrimination on the 
basis of sex is again allowed. 
Many in government have made it 
clear they are not happy with the 
Dow judgement. 
A democratic government should 
not be able to ignore decisions of 
its courts. 
The women of Botswana need 
your support. We ask you to write 
letters to the addresses below 
and to the Botswana Embassy in 
your country, expressing your 
concern at the course of action 
decided on by the Government of 
Botswana. The matter is of 
extreme urgency. 
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Thanks to all readers 
who have written. 
Please keep your 
letters flowing in. 

We are often forced to 
shorten letters 

because of space. 
Send your letters to: 

SPEAK, 
PO Box 261363. 

Excom, 2023 
Johannesburg 
South Africa 
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Addresses to write to: 
The Office of the President 
Private Bag 001, Gaborone, 
Botswana 

The Attorney General 
Private 8ag 009. Gaborone. 
Botswana 

The Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Labour and Home 
Affairs 
Private Bag 002. Gaborone, 
Botswana 

Women and Law in Southern 
Africa Research Project (WLSA) 

Botswana 

I like your style 
SPEAK's unique style and 
approach has left me with no 
alternative except to subscribe 
to your magazine once more. 
In the name of 1993, I wish 
you all the best. 
Your magazine gives me 
honour amongst the people 
I'm living with. I can surprise 
them with reasonable argu
ments I have become aware 
of from SPEAK in our discus
sions, f'm arways fuff of 
interesting ideas from your 
magazine. 

MN Bomoyi 
Bizana, Trankei 

WINNERS! 
CONGRATULATIONS 
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Diana Russell 
Rondebosch 
TNN Shigwedha 
Ondangwa 
John Pant 
Austerville 

CHRISTMAS BOOK 
COMPETITION 

Felicity Mtuze 
Langa 
Gill Perry 
Pietermaritzburg 
LS Mahlagaume 
Chuenespoort 
Rebecca Mosetlha 
Diepkloof 
Nkululeko Mtshall 
Diepkloof Extension 
S Mngunl 
Reitz 
Montle Masike 
Kwa-Thema 
Slnah Ramalepe 
Tzaneen 
Yvonne Huma 
Marikana 

10. STAngulah 
Ondangwa 

SPEAK • April 1993 • Page 3 


