
NATIONAL DETAINEES DAY 
12 th March 1989 

"Asibafuni - We do not want them" 
said the women of Mpumalanga 
loud and clear. They were 
protesting about the kitskonstabels 
who are trained for two weeks and 
sent to the townships to keep law 
and order. The big problem is that 
they are the ones who cause 
trouble. The women won their 
demand. The kitskonstabels have 
been removed from Mpumalanga. 

Women from Caluza, in Edendale, Pietermaritzburg came 
together to protest about an attack on their area by 
I nkatha. They were also protesting about the police being 
part of this attack. In December 1988 the women went to 
the local Progressive Federal Party offices to write 
statements containing the complaints. 
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SPEAK 

Freedom-loving people all over South Africa 
are thinking every day about those in 
detention. Many detainees have had enough. 
The government has held them behind bars 
for too long now. Many detainees have gone 
on a hunger strike to make their voices heard. 
Being on a hunger strike can cause damage 
to the body for ever. That is how bad things 
are inside the prisons. The detainees are 
prepared to risk their lives. The Minister of Law 
and Order, Vlok, met with church, community 
and trade union leaders to talk about the 
hunger strikers. He is scared that some of the 
detainees will die on the hunger strike. He is 
scared of how angry the people of South 
Africa will be if that happens. So he promised 
to start releasing big numbers of detainees 
within two weeks. But he said that he would 
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only release detainees once they had stopped 
the hunger strike. He has released some 
detainees. But not as many as he promised. So 
some detainees have gone back on the hunger 
strike. Many people have supported the hunger 
strikers. They have fasted for some days in 
solidarity. And meetings are being held. But the 
government wants to hide the truth. They have 
banned a meeting on detention in Durban. But 
the government cannot try and hide things 
forever. Freedom-loving people are saying: 
release all detainees, stop detentions and start 
negotiations. 

More than 1000 women have signed a petition 
against the army. They are angry because the 
army takes away young white men for two years 
- sometimes more. The men have no choice. On 
February 11 this year Virginia Gcabashe spoke 
at a Prayer for Peace organised by Women 
Against War in Durban. Virginia is president of 
the Young Women's Christian Association 
(YWCA). She said, "Our protest is not to protect 
our young white men. We as mothers must say 
no to our children on both sides of the colour 
line being sacrificed at the altar of apartheid. The 
time comes when we say enough! No more!" 

"Women are fed up about the way the 
government has decided to use the lives of our 
young people. Our young people are expected 
to kill one another in support of a system which 
they had no part in creating," said Virginia. At the 
prayer service, women said the money that goes 
to buy guns should be used for housing and 
health. They protested because young men who 
refuse to be soldiers in the South African 
Defence force must leave the country or spend 
six years in prison. 

Marjorie Graham Is holding a picture of her three year-old 
son Benjamin. "He is a peace-loving child," she says. Marjorie 
does not want Benjamin to go into the army and learn how to 
kill people. She wants a choice! 
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