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SPEAK'S Offices 
We have offices in Durban and in 
Johannesburg. 

If you want to get SPEAK, please write to the 
Durban address. 

SPEAK Collective SPEAK Collective 
Office 48 3 fd Ploor, MGM House 

The Ecumenical Centre 127A Anderson Street 

My name is Thandeka Dlamini. I would like to 
thank my union, South African Domestic 
Workers' Union (SADWU) because I have 
learnt lots of things. I can face any employer 
of mine to say what I want and what I need as 
a human being. We are exploited as domestic 
workers. 

I worked for my first employer for nine years. 
I fell pregnant. Most of the employers they 
don't like us when we are pregnant. What 
they like is our power to work. Anyway I 
worked for them until my child was born. 
They were treating me like a slave, and I was 
that kind of person to tell them the truth. 

I remember one day it was at Christmas eve. 
They called their old son and daughter from 
overseas. It was so hard to me. I worked 
from 6 a.m. all day and the whole night till 4 
a.m. Just imagine when you are pregnant 
how you feel to stand like that? And they told 
me, "You have to work. You are lucky you are 
working with this child otherwise he or she 
would have no life and education." But there 
was a rat walking behind me. It was the lady 
who was working here years ago. She 
wanted the job back. Then I decided to leave 
the job but I told them the whole truth as 1 
told you in my story how the union helps you 
to be brave. 

I would like all those people who read SPEAK 
to help us organise those who are 
unorganised. I know your wife or sister, we 
are domestic workers. If we fight all together 
we will win. 

But many domestic workers don't want the 
union. They say my boss or madam loves 
me. They give me lots of things. If you ask 
how much they earn monthly it is only R65 or 
R100. This is too little. Please people join your 
union. With the help from our union, now we 
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SPEAK Collective members are Gill, Helen. Karen, 
Nise, Phumelele, Shamim and Vanessa. We welcome 
our new employee, Glynis, onto the Collective. 

The government's State of Emergency stops us from 
being free to write about many important things. If 
there was no State of Emergency, we would be able to 
write about these things. 

Thanks 
We thank those people who helped with this issue of 
SPEAK. They are Gill, Lesley, Laura, Nicholas and 
Sibonelo. 
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have literacy classes for free. We don't pay 
anything. 

Back to my story. I left that job and I found a 
nice one. My son is lucky because the 
people I work for love him. They are looking 
forward to educating him. 

Lots of employers read the papers about 
what our union says. But the union is not 
those people sitting in the office. We are the 
union ourselves. Thank you so much SPEAK 
magazine, you help us. Forward SADWU 
struggle forward. 

From Thandie Dlamini, Durban. 

Dear Thandie, Thank you very much for sharing 
your experiences with SPEAK readers. We know 
that many people will read your letter and feel 
encouraged to fight their problems. We are happy 
that you feel so strong about your union. We hope 
many other people will too - SPEAK Collective. 

Dear Comrades 

Two Scottish feminists, Joy and Daphne, are 
keen to receive articles, ideas, letters from 
South African women on "Feminism and 
boys." They intend putting together the 
experiences, ideas, joys and fears of women 
around the world on this particular subject. If 
women in your organisation or friends wish 
to contribute, or make further enquiries, I 
can be contacted at the following address: 

Daphne Williams, 40 Hood Road, Crawford 
7764. Phone (021) 6377068 
Comradely Greetings 
Daphne 

Dear Sisters 

I learned about your magazine SPEAK from 
the Women's Kit compiled by the 
Participatory Research Group/ICAE 
Women's Program in Canada. I'm most 
impressed with your work and would like to 
exchange our newsletter SCSNEWS with 
your SPEAK magazine. I believe your 
magazine would be most helpful to our 

education work among the rural women of 
Sarawak (the Dayak - Iban). We hope these 
women will get organised to improve their 
lives and to defend their rights against the 
logging companies that are destroying their 
land and forests. 

Hope to hear from you soon. Thank you very 
much. 

Yours sincerely 
Ms Tan Lee Tin 
Women's Programme 
Society of Christian Service, 23, 2/F Long 
Bridge Road, 96009 SIBU, Sarawak, 
Malaysia. 

Dear Tan, thank you very much for your letter. It is 
very encouraging to know that SPEAK is reaching 
women world wide. And it is exciting to have 
contact with women from Malaysia. We are giving 
your address to our readers in case they would like 
to have contact with women there. We wish you 
strength in your struggle for your land rights -
SPEAK Collective. 

Dear sisters, 

Thank you for a great magazine like SPEAK. 
We are very proud of the work you do as 
women. 

I hope that we will keep in touch. Included 
please find copies of all the issues of the 
Women Voice Newsletter given out so far. It 
would be good to also have contributions 
especially about what you would like to read 
about Namibian women. 

Yours in the struggle for women's rights. 
Salome van Wyk 
Publicity and Information, Women's Voice 
P.O. Box 7256, Katutura, 9000 Namibia. 

Dear Salome, Thank you for your letter. We are 
glad that you like our magazine. Thank you very 
much for sending us Women's Voice. It is very nice 
to have contact with women in Namibia, especially 
because you are our neighbours! We include your 
address as we are sure that some SPEAK readers 
would like to receive your interesting newsletter. 
Solidarity in the struggle for women's rights -
SPEAK Collective, * 
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