
FIXING UP the legal niceties for 
South A I I K , I \ security measures is 
like trying to pass oil Little Red 
Riding Hood's grandmother in the 
pension queues. 

But. such has been the shake-up of 
security legislation in the wake of the 
Kabic Commission rccommcndal-
ions that even the security boy* have 
been getting themselves twisted in 
confusion over who they arc 
holding under what taw. 

On June 24, seven people were 
detained under Section 22 of the 
General l*aw Amendment Act 
which allowed them to be held for 14 
day> without recourse to lawyers* 
family and friends. These detentions 
were widely reported by the media 
before the security police, lor the 
first lime ever, prohibited further 
publication of the names in terms of 
Section 27(c) of the Police Act. 

So far so good, everyone's used lo 
this son o| thing, but here comes the 
catch. 

Not only hud Section 27(e) been 
removed from the statute hooks 
eight days, be I ore the detentions, hut 
Seclton 22 ceased to be law a week 
alter the incarcerations having been 
eclipsed by the new Internal Security 
Act. 

The recent shake-up of security 
legislation has only changed a few 
names of the country's most draco-
nian laws and streamlined them for 
easier application. 

The shake-up was heralded early 
in June by the introduction of the 
Intimidation Act, which has already 
been put to use in the current wave 
of labour unrest in Natal. 

The onset of July saw the 
disappearance of the infamous 
Terrorism Act. Internal Security 
Act of 1950 and several others where 
were collectively replaced by the 
Internal Security Act 74 of 1982, 

The new act is likely to be used 
extensively in future security police 
investigations. 

People taken in for interrogation 
wil l be held under Section 29 while 
potential state witnesses wil l be held 
under Section 31. Those detained 
because the Minister of Law and 
Order so desires wil l find themselves 
victims of Section 28. If any charges 
arc made the Attorney General may, 
in terms of Section 30, refuse bail. 

With effect from the beginning of 
July any warrant officer or higher 
rank, may detain a person without a 
warrant if he feels the detention wil l 
combat public disturbance, dis
order, riots, or violence. 


