
AS SASPU National was going to 
print, a 21 year old detainee was 
found dead in his cell at John 
Vorster Square. 

According to a police statement 
Ernest Dipale was found hanged by 
a strip of cell blanket al 12.13am on 
Sunday* August 8. 

Lawyer* acting for the Dipale 
family have reported that the young 
Ernest was detained three days 
before Ira death. 

Thb is the second political death 
at John Vorster Square since the 
beginning of the year, only six 
months after trade unionist Neil 
Aggett's death in detention. Dipale 
was a former fellow detainee of 
Aggett. 

He was detained in October 1981. 
released in January this year and 

redetalned on August 6. 
His family's lawyers have said an 

attempt to shoot Dipale wa* made 
two days before security police 
arrested him. Earlier this year an 
assastnatton attempt was ma<Je on 
his sister In Botswana. 

The last time Dipale's family saw 
him was on August 6 when security 
police brought him to their house to 
conduct a search. Dipale's father has 
said police had taken the only 
picture of his son from the family 
album. 

Meanwhile the acting com
missioner of police, Lieutenant-
c.encral Johan Coetzee has an
nounced that Dipale made "a 
confession to a magistrate1 hours 
before hb death and was to appear 
In court to face 'several charges4 

under the Internal Security Act the 
following day. 

Dipale's parent* and lawyers said 
they knew nothing of a scheduled 
court appearance, nor did they 
know of any charges being brought 
against him. 

In response to Dipale's death, the 
Detainees* Parents Support Com
mittee (DPSQ has released a 
statement calling for the scrapping 
of all security taws and the un
conditional releasf of all detainees* 

According to the DPSC Dipale is 
the 53rd person to have died in 
detention and the 16th to be found 
hanged in his cell. 

The statement snid: 'We have been 
repeatedly told by the authorities 
that the health, safely and well being 
of detainees are the responsibility of 

the Security Police and that mea
sures taken are adequate. 

*Vet another death in detention, 
the 53rd by our count, serves to 
expose the barbarism of the de
tention laws/ 

The closed system of visits by 
Slate-appointed doctors and in
spectors would never protect de
tainees against excessive pressures 
from police interrogators, the state
ment said. 

'Any person held in total isolation 
from the outside world and at the 
complete mercy of his captors wil l 
have his life at risk. 

'As predicted, the new Internal 
Security Act, on which the ink ha* 
not yet dried, has produced no 
improvement in the safe-guarding of 
detainees/ 


