INQUESTS

There is
something
wrong in
the “state’
of Venda

I YOUR language o s dilleremt
Irom Venda.” That was the sample
explunation Irom a pohoe wilness
lor comllicting testimony that was
tried a lew times duning the Venda
inyguest into the death in detention of
Ishifikura Isaae Mouthe.

Phat bt ol semantic shubduggen
did not help the witness vers much
and at the end of a lour day imguest,
Sihasa Magnstrale  Stan Staner
found that two security policemen in
the Yenda MSatwonal Force were
the cause ol Moulhe's death as a
result of an apparent  unlawiul
assaul

Police fumble
over death
of detainee

FOR SOME amongst the R0-100
people who packed the Sibasa
Magistrates Court daily to attend
the inguest into the death of Isaac
Mouthe, listening 1o security
policemen Tumble and equivocate
under  cross-examination  seemed
like sweet revenge.

They were some of the 14 people
detained i the clampdown by
Venda Security Police following the
ANC  attack on  Sibasa Police
Station on 26 October 1981, in
which two policemen were killed.

One of those detained was Mou-
fhe. who was to dic in detention less
than 36 hours after his arrest.

The other detainees, save one,
were all acquitted ina recent security
trial in Venda when sensationally
midway through the trial the pro-
seculor dropped charges against
them.

Now sitting in the court, some ol
the ex-detainces like Reverend X,
felt a curious sense of irony listening
1o security police inadeguately try to
explain how a healthy man died
from injuries two days alier being in
police custody.

Most of the relcased detainces
have told tales of torture and a
number ol them including Rev X
have instituted civil action against
the police. .

Thus far the Venda police have
been unable to successlully pin the
attack on Nibasa. on anvone,

The clampdown on church lead-
ership appears to have been the
Venda authorities attempt to use the
attack on the police station as their
own "Reichstag fire"  an excuse to
clamp down on political dissidents
in the territory.

In a country with no meaninglul
political opposition, the Lutheran
Church has become one of the few
OppOsing voices in pretoria’s second
satellite republic.

Moufhe himself was a lay preach-
er in the l.utheran Church and vice-
president of the Bold Evangelical
Church Associaiton.  Over 600
people sttended his funcral inSibasa
in November last year where speak-
ers paid tribute to his contribution
to the community.

e Bearimg was centred around
the two secunty pobicemen’s (Cap-
tain Ramaligela™s and a Sergeant
Mangoga's) bizarre tale of how
Moulhe came Lo die alter less than
I hours in police custody,

According 1o Ramahgela, Mou-
fhe was arrested on the ¢evening ol
the November 100 1981 at his home
in Sibasa, He was, according o
Ramaligela, warmed in erms ol
Judges Rulbes, and then conlronted
with inlormation about his alleged
partcipation i an ANC attack on
the Sibasa police station on 26
October 19%1.

Moulhe having demied the allega-
tion was detmned Tor urther gues-
yuestiomng and taken 1o the Venda
Central Prison where he passed the
night.

The [ollowing morning. |1 Nov-
ember. Moulhe was fetched from
the prison at K 30am and taken Lo
the olffices ol the seciiniy police,

where he was  iterrogated by
Ramaligels and Mangaga.
At lirst Moulhe denied  all

knowledge of the attack, but later’

dunnag the alternoon he “conlessed”

to having wilnessed the atlack
ard then taking the insurgents in his
car and driven them Lo two remote
nothern p.a,l"h of Venda where he
dropped them ofl.

Moulhe agreed Lo point out 1o the
polcemen these places but implored
them to only take him at night as he
would be ashamed 10 be scen in
police custody during the day.
Ramaligela and Mangaga. being the
understanding men that they are,
agreed 1o this reguest since Moulhe
was being so ‘co-operative’. So at
Epm that eveming they drove oul ol
the securily police Headyuariers
with Moulhe sitting in the hack ol
their open landrover without hand-
culfs, next to Captain Ramaligela.
while Sgt Mangaga drove.

The landrover had not driven
more than a few hundred yards
down the main road, testified
Ramaligela. when Moulhe attemp-
ted to jump over the side of the
vehicke either in a bud o commit
suicide or cscape.

Before he could do so Ramaligela
managed to pull him back over the
side and wrestied him down to the
floor of the vehicle., with Moufhe
falling on top of the captain. The
scullle was bricl and u appeuared
from Ramaligela’s testimony that
Moulhe’s only possible injury as a
result of it was a bump to his back
from the vehicle’s sade.

The landrover at this stage had
stopped and Mangaga had got out.
Ramaligela explamned what had
happened and ordered him to return
to the security police offices. There
they took Moulhe back 1o prison in
a car, deciding to abandon the
‘pointing out” exercise. [During the
journcy to the prison Moufe was
said to have expressed disappoint-
ment al the [act that he was not
being taken hack home.

When they got to the prison,
Moulhe began 1o behave strangely.
He reflused to get out of the car and
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THE WIDOW ol lawver and
sommumity leader Grilliths Mxenge
slammed allegations that her hus-
band was killed by the ANC or that
he had misappropriated AMC Tunds
A an inguest examinmg the circum-
stances surrounding his death held
at an Umlasi count kast month.

Macnpe's body was dumped near
the Umlan cvele stadium  on
November ) last year.

In court, the counsel Tor the State,
Andre Oberholrer. yuoted Natal
Mercury reports linking M xenge’s
death o the ANC and chuming he
had been misappropriating ANC
Tunds.

Nomvameselo Mxenge. in reply.
vehemenily denied these allegations
saying that her hushand had not
even handled or kept any ANC
lunds. She said she had dealt with all
her hushand's accoums so it would
not have been possible for him to
have even handled the funds without
her knowing.

The court was told that it was well
known that many people in lerror-
msm trials were defended by advo-
cates brieled by Maxenge and Mrs
Mxcnge said the practice was still
continuing.

"But isn’t o true that men came
round shortly belore vour hushand's
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“Gariffiths Mxenge — a man of the people”™

Mxenge murder
questions, too

death 1w look nle his gcounts’,
herholser asked.

Yoeu! she countered. “but these
were tax people who didn’t beliese
his tax returns. They thought we
should be paving more bot all our
money went to paving advocates.”

Mrs M xenge added that the police
hod never looked imto the allegat-
woms of misappropriation of Tunds.

Alter further suggestions that the
ANC had killed her husband. she
siid, they had “absolutely no reason
to kill him'. .

‘I'm not able to point a linger at
the people who killed my hushand
but the people who hated him were
the people who regarded ham as a
Leftist. The whole thing was a cover-
up by people who want o draw
attention away from themselves (o
the ANC. she said. "Besides.” she
added ‘onc ol the first people 10
phone me after my husband’s death
was Mrs Tambo, the wile of
the preswdent of the ANC, and |

received telegrammes of condolence
from ANC olbiwes in London,
Famba and Swaziland.”

EFarlier, M Mxenge told the
Court that she koew the offce
telephone was tapped by the Se-
curitsy Branch and that they had
approached the owner ol ollices
mext door to use their premises 1o
bug her hushand's oflices.

“I'he lady next door had told us
that thev had wld her that my
hushand would be in jal betore
December’.

And shortly belore his death, she
said, Grifliths Mxenge had been
interrogated by the security police as
they wanted him 1o give evidence in
a recenl lerrorism Lrial.

The court also heard how the
Mxenge’s two dogs had died after
heing poisoned on the night before
Mxenge's death.

‘My husband had remarked that
the death ol the dogs was [rightening
and had said he would try and get

the Captain had to summon two
warders to “escort” him out. Moulhe
was oscorted 1o his cell by the
warders. and left there lor the night.
The next morning. 12th November
1981 he was discovered dead.
Ramaligela’s account of the
evenis became the subject of vanous
cross-examinations during the in-
quest and soon yuestions were
raised about cvery aspect of his
testimony. ’
® [Two pathologists ginang expert
testimony on the medical evidence
said Moulhe's post-moriem injuries
were inconsistent with the official
explanation of Moulhe's death.
The post moriem revealed that
Moulhe had sullfered an injury 1o his
right eve, a bruise on the chest,
severe bruising on the scrotum. and
bruises all over his back. The bad
bruises alone according 1o the one
expert, Professor J D Laubscher,
were caused by at least ten deliberate
blunt blows.
® The landrover Ramaligela and
Mangaga claimed 10 have used on
November |1 to transport Moulhe
was not in use that day according 1o
its vehicle log book. In fact it had not
been used [rom the period August 10
o November 14,
® The fhirst written statement by
Mangaga and Ramaligela on the
events leading 1o Moulhe's death
were made on January 20 1982,
more than two months alter the
death, and after the post morem
results were known,

® Ramaligcla testified incourt that
he had pulled Moufhe back into Lhe

landrover by his arms. but his
statement on January 20 said that he
had pulled him back by his ankles.
He explained the discrepancies as a
result of “language conflusion’.

& Ramaligela said he had torn up
his notes of Moulhe's inlerrogation
and had no writlen confession from
Moufhe as he had intended getting
the confession written down once
Moulhe had poinled out the place
where he had dropped off the ANC
altackers.

® HBoth Ramaligela and Mangaga
testilied that ne doctor had been
called lor Moulhe once he had been
taken back to the prison as there
didn’t appear 1o be anything wrong
with him.

® The evidence of the warders at
the Venda prison contradicted the
evidence of both security policemen.

One warder, Constable K halushe,
told the court that at | 1. 45pm on the
night of November 11, Captain
Ramaligela called him and another
warder 1o help him carry oul a
person [rom his car. The person was
Moulhe. Khalushe testified that he
found Muofhe on the back seat of
the car with his eyes closed.
Ramaligela told him that the man
was drunk. The man had 1o be
carried 1o his cell he savd. as he could
not walk.

If warder Khalushe's testimony
wis to be behieved. it meamt that
Ramaligela and Mangaga were
unable 1o account lor at least three
hours that night. from the time
Moulhe had made his abortive
‘escape” al approximately X.15pm

until 1145 when warder Khalushe
saw them at the prison. The prison
was only 15 20 minutes drive from
the security police Headyuariers.

The warders had all testified that
Moulhe had 1o be carried oul of the
car into the prison; he appeard to be
either very “tired” (warder Netshu-
hungilulu) or drunk [ K halushe). The
two policemen in their original
statements both said Muolhe had
walked out of the car with the
warders and did not need 1o he
carried.

By day lour of the inguest the
mconsistencies had become so bla-
tant that both the prosecutor, Tony
Manktelow who led the evidence
and Ernie Wentzel, SC. who ap-
peared for Ms Muolhe agreed that
the case could be closed 1o allow the
Magmistrate to make his linding.

The magistrate, in an  histonic
finding in an inguest into the death
of a secunity detainee, found that
Moufhe had died from haemor-
rhage as a result of his injuries which
were caused by an apparent unlaw-
ful assault by Captain Ramaligela
and Scrgeant Mangaga.

Al the time of going 1o press his
judgement was not available to
Saspre Netional but it i1s understood
that the inyuest record has been
relerred 1o the Attorney General of
Venda. to consider a prosecution.

Already in May this vear,
Moufhe’s widow, Lilian Moufhe'
and his mother Anna Diadlama had
instituted a civil claim against the
Venda National Force for R 385.000
in damages.





