THE OUTCOME of the trial of
Fatima Meer in which the intemationally-acclaimed sociologist is accused of contravening her banning
order on four counts, could have far
reaching effects on the lives of 156
restricted people in South Africa .
For the first time since the Suppressioe of Communism Act was
passed in parliament in 1950, the
validity and authenticity of an entire
banning order are to be contested
by the defence at the trial which has
ban remanded to July 26 .
Senior Counsel for Mrs Meet,
Advocate Ismail Mahomed, stated
at the preliminary hearing that a
document purporting to be signed
by a person describing himself as
Jimmy Kruger, Minister of Justice,
and further purporting to place restrictions on Mrs Fatima Meet, had
been served on Mar . He added
that the validity and authenticity of
the banning order was in dispute .
Advocate Mahomed, who is well
known for his work in challenging
and finding legal loopholes in the

not-so-water-tight apartheid system, has an impressive record to his
career including his appointment as
judge of the Supreme Court of
Botswana and his appointment to
the Appelate Division of Swaziland
and Lrsotho .
In opening the defence he told
the court that Mrs Mat would admit that she was present at the
Gandhi Settlement, but disputed
the allegation that she was on the
grounds of an educational institution .
The boundaries of the magisterial
district of Durban are also being
questioned as the defence denies
that Mrs Mar left the city area .
Mrs Meer recently took another
swipe at the restrictions imposed by
banning orders when the Supreme
Court judged that a previous conviction for contravening her banning order be set aside because of an
'ineomgibly obscure' definition
used in the order by the Minister of
Justice in reference to 'social gatherings' .
The Attorney General of Natal
was later granted leave to appeal
against this decision, but the appeal
has not yet gone to court .
July 26 will be closely watched by
those presently restricted by the
State and many others threatened
by the curtailment of their individual liberties .
Advocate Mahomed is assisted
by Mr C Mailer and instructed by
George Sewpersadh and Company .
Mr 3 Garr will appear for the State .

