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WITH our first publication 
we have dealt a blow to llir 
Botha regime which in si ill 
trying to play the religious 
community against the ANC 
We are not distubed by their 
concerted efforts because we 
know that the forces of 
darkness cannot stand against 
the forces of justice and 
peace whom we represent 

Also we have triggered off 
a wide range of reaction and 
are deeply grateful for the 
positive criticism we have re
ceived. Painfully aware that 
we as a department cannot 
grow without your support 
and contributions. Once again 
APARTHEID had been de
clared a 'heresy, a crime 
against humanity, that it 
cannot be changed or re
formed, but that it should 
be abolished and destroyed." 
These are the words of a 
meeting between the ANC 
and the World Conference of 
Religion and Peace <WCRP), 
an interfaith world body. 
Important with that meeting 
was to clear the way for 
interfaith cooperation within 

our religious community in 
order to involve them in the 
struggle for a free democratic 
and non-racial South Africa, 

It had cost a meeting like 
the International Conference 
on Children. Repression, and 
the Law in Apartheid South 
Africa, for the world to 
really understand the pro
blems in Southern Africa, 
caused by South Africa. In 
the words of our comrade 
president O.R. Tambo who 
said that ". . .The apartheid 
regime cannot exist because it 
thrives on brutal human viola
tions. Without i t it ceased to 
exist . 

Thoae are the start words 
our president painfully shares 
with the world about the 
plight of children in Southern 
Africa. Children who since 
their conception in their 
mothers womb tasted the 
smell of teargas, police harass
ment forceful evictions and 
now face detention. Today 
still they are the victims of 
a brutal system who enjoys 
unflicting pain to our harm-
less, innocent children. That 

is how the Itotha regime i-
crippling us of our future. 
Our president continue.* to 
say thai "We cannot be true 
liberators unless tlie libera
tion we will achieve guaran
tee all children the rights to 
life, 'health, happiness and 
free development, respecting 
the individuality, the inclina
tions and capabilities of each 
child. Moreover, our concern 
for the children, the inheri-, 
tors of our future, cannot be 
postponed until the day we 
achieve our emancipation." 

I 'us call to mind the 
important place children 
occupy within every society 
and also in the teachings of 
Christ. For instance, when 
people brought children to 
Christ so that he could lay 
his hands on litem and pray 
for them lib disciples scolded 
at the people. But Jesus 
said: "Let the children come 
to me and do not stop them 
because the Kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as 
these." (Malt 19:11 Good 
News Bible) 


