
Reflect ions 

ANC DEPARTMEM Of RELIGIOUS AFFAIR* 

BEYERS NAUDK' 

It is a dea r message that 
the ANC recognises the 
value of the church and of 
religion, and of all people 
of faith to a make struggle 
for liberation in South 
Africa." 

REV. MASHABA 

I think that this is a very 
important s tep; as a Christ
ian and as a minister of 
religion, I am only happy 
that this department has 
been established. 1 also had 
an opportunity to meet 
the minister who is respon
sible for the department. I 
hope they are going to work 
more for this idea even t o 
the extent, I hope, of 
allowing some of us t o 
come out t o be chaplains 
in the movement. 

I have realised that the 
ANC is not against Christ
ianity, it is not against 
religion — actually they 
grew up in Christianity. 
However, I understand that 
the struggle in South Africa 
needs tha t they be broad 
based. I am very excited 
about this idea as a minister 
of religion. 

REV. F.F. GQIBA (ANC 
DEPARTMENT OF R E L I 
GIOUS AFFAIRS) 

"The formation of the 
Department of Religious 
Affairs is a historic event 
for us and all the fighting 
democratic forces in South 
Africa. It really projects the 
deep thinking and far 
sightedness of our 

leadership. I am convinced 
that the appointment of 
Reverend J.L. Dube, the 
first president of the ANC, 
its third President, Rever
end Z.R. Mahabane and J .T. 
Gumede as the fourth was 
no accident of history." 

"The ANC was in its 
formation insDirea by the 
presence of religious people 
in its fold, and it still enjoys 
their support and active 
participation in the struggle 
for freedom. The 

communist accusations by 
the racist enemy against the 
ANC to divide and weaken 
the democratic movement 
will always be frustrated. 
The enemy's hatred of the 
religious community has 
been convincingly exposed, 
and its accusations have 
become empty slogans of no 
substance. The democratic 
minded people of South 
Africa will never be en
slaved t o racism, least the 
religious community. The 
liberating message of the 
Gospel can never be en
slaved/ ' 

O.R. TAMBO ON 
CONSULTATIONS 

"SOUTH AFRICA is a 
Christian society, and our 
people are drawn to the 
church by among others, 
that they believe the church 
understands the system and 
their sufferings. We place 
faith in the credibility of 
the church, in its concern 
for our people — the 
hungry. The Catholic 
Bishop's Conference has 

been an effective force over 
the years, and the Roman 
Catholic church, under the 
leadership of his Grace has 
contributed and continues 
to contribute to the demo
cratic effort. This meeting is 
also a continuation of 
others, for example the one 
in 1984. It is one of the 
meetings we intend to hold 
with religious leaders, and 
we include the Moslem 
community. 

"The primary purpose is 
to seek common under
standing. The ANC never 
reaches the end of its 
analysis, and we always 
learn from such meetings. 
We hope it will be a differ
ent type of meeting, per
haps a turning point in the 
history of the struggle. 
There will perhaps be diver
gence of opinions, but there 
would be no reason for 
meeting if we agreed on 
everything. The point is t o 
thin down areas of disagree
ment . " 
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Reflcctioi 

MODERATOR O F THE 
METHODIST CHURCH IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 

REV. MASHABA 

" I would deninitely deny 
that because of "the ANC/ 
SACP Alliance, the ANC 
should be aeen as a threat 
by the religious communi ty . 
From the meeting we had 
with the ANC group, the 
individuals I have met and 
discussed with made me 
realise tha t they are very 
much in the Christian fold. 
And, in relation t o the 
Communist Party I think it 
is everybody's right t o relate 
to whoever he wants t o . 
For instance, even some 
western countries do have 
relations with communist 
and socialist countries, and 
they do modify certain 
marxist ideas to fit their 
own conditions, so that I 
would see tha t kind of 
relationship as mutually re
inforcing. It does not neces
sarily mean that the ANC is 
a communist organisation. 

"The President, Mr O.R. 
Tambo made it 'Very clear 
that the communist party 
is an independent body 
from the ANC. He did not 
say tha t they are comm
unists. Also, President 
Kaunda in his opening 
speech in the conference 
admitted tha t he does not 
even know communism. 
These were t remendous 
speeches which threw light 
to this question.'* 

"I have also read a bit of 
communist literature that I 
have come across, but that 
does not necessarily mean 
that I am following com
munism. I certainly believe 
tha t there are marxist ideas 
tha t can be used. I do not 
think there is anybody who 
can say that Marx said 
nothing which can be useful 
t o people, but following 
him and practising marxism 
is another th ing." 

ON 

ANC SACP 

ALLIANCE 
PRESIDENT O.R. TAMBO 

"The ANC-has lived side by 
side with the Communist 
Party for decades. At the 
point the party was formed, 
some members of the ANC 
joined the communist party, 
and this happened through
out the years, membership 
has overlapped. The two 
organisations exist as sepe-
rate bodies, each with its 
own programme and objec-

"Our relations have not 
been without problems. In 
the Youth League, mid and 
late 40*s some members 
were sueing f<>r the exp'ul-
sion of the communist party 
members and I was one o t 
them. We were defeated by 
the majority in the ANC. 
We had been wrong. 

"But, how we see the 
communist party as the 
ANC; how I see it as a 
Christian; and I would speak 
as such anywhere. I have 
as president of the ANC 
enjoyed unquestionable 
loyalty of communists and 
non communists . I do not 
know who are members of 
the communist party in the 
ANC - they are all loyal 
ANC members. Even the 
19/12 or whatever number 
the regime gives of what it 
says are communist party 
members In the National 
Executive Committee; this 
does not mat ter , they are 
ANC and they do what is 
expected of them as ANC 
members ." 

Beyers Naude 

"We must never forget tha t 
in all the years tha t the 
ANC existed as a perfectly 
legal political organisation, 
nobody came forward t o 
give support t o the ANC 
except the SACP, and there
fore, if the ANC says tha t 
they are not breaking their 

ties with SACP for the sake 
of expediency or t o gain 
popularity, tha t should be 
clearly understood and 
accepted." 

" I personnaly do rrbt 
think that the alliance of 

1 the ANC with the SACP 
makes basically any differ
ence t o the support of the 
ANC among the oppressed 
in South Africa. In principle 
it makes no difference at all, 
because the ANC represents 
the vast aspirations of all 
democratic and patriotic 
forces in South Africa. And 
this is how the ANC is seen 
even b y those who on 
ideological grounds will 
support another line. There 
is a recognition among a 
vast majority of the people 
tha t the ANC represents the 
major force t o bring about 
a non-racial democrat ic rule 
in South Africa/ 
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