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THE SOyTH AFRICAN 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
1968. 
FROM: A MESSAGE TO 
THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH 
AFRICA'. 
"If the Church fails to wit
ness for the true Gospel of 
Jesus Christ it will find itself 
witnessing for a false 
Gospel. If we seek to 
reconcile Christianity with 
the so called South African 
way of life (or any other 
way), we shall find that 
we have allowed an idol to 
take the place of Christ. 
Where the Church thus 
abandons its obedience to 
Christ, it ceases to be the 
Church; it breaks the links 
between itself and the King
dom of God. We confess, 
therefore that we are under 
an obligation to live in 
accordance with the 
Christian understanding of 
man and of community, 
even if this be contrary to 
some of the customs and 
laws of this country'." 

"We believe that we are 
under an obligation to state 
that our country and the 
Church are under God's 
judgement and that Christ 
is inevitably a threat to 
much that is called 'the 
South African way of life."' 

METHODIST CHURCH OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA, 
1982. 

Resolution on apartheid. 

"Conference affirms that 
Apartheid, is a negation of:— 

" 1 . The dignity with which 
God has endowed man in 
creating him in his own 
image 

"2 . the work of Jesus Christ 
through his coming into 
the world to live, die and 
•rise for mankind, thus free
ing it from bondage for full
ness of life, 

" 3 . The reconciliation effec
ted by Christ between man 
and God, and man and man. 

"Apartheid is not simply a 
socio-political policy, but a 
sinful contradiction of the 
Gospel which can not be 
justified on biblical or theo
logical grounds an i i s , there 
fore, an ideology which the 
Methodist Church rejects a» 
heresy." 

LUTHERAN WORLD 
FEDERATION - 1977 -
The 6th Assembly in Dar
es-Salaam. 

"Under normal circum
stances Christians may have 
different opinions in 
political questions. However 
political and social systems, 
may become so perverted 
and oppressive that it is 
consistent with the 
confession to reject them 
and to work for changes. 
We especially appeal to our 
white member Churches in 
Southern Africa to 
recognize that the situation 
in southern African consti
tute a status confession is. 
This means that, on the 
basis of faith and in order 
to manifest the unity of 
the Church, Churches would 
publicly and unequivocally 
reject the existing apartheid 
system." 
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WORLD ALLIANCE OF 
REFORMED CHURCHES, 
1982. 
Racism and South Africa -
Statement adopted by the 
General council in Ottawa 
on 25 August 1982. 

"The Gospel confronts 
racism, which is in its very 
essence a form of idolatory. 
Racism fosters a false sense 
of supremacy, it denies the 
common humanity of be
lievers, and it denies Christ 
reconciling, humanising 
work. It systematizes 
oppression, domination and 
injustice. As such the 
struggle against racism, 
where it is found, in covert 
and overt forms, is a 
responsibility laid upon the 
Church by the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in every 
country and society. 

"We feel duty bound by the 
Gospel to raise our voice 
and stand by the oppressed 
'None of the brethren can 
be injured, despised, 
rejected, abused or in any 
way offended by us. 

without at the same time 
injuring, despising, and 
abusing Christ by the 
wrongs we do . . . We 
can not love Christ without 
loving him in the brethren.1 

- Calvin. 

"Therefore, the General 
Council declares that this 
situation consititute a status 
confessions for our chur
ches, which means that 
we regard this an an issu.e 
on which it is not possible 
to differ without jeopardi
zing the integrity of our 
common confession as Re
formed Churches. 

"We declare with Black 
Reformed Christians of 
South Africa that apartheid 
('seperate development1) is a 
sin, and that the moral and 
theological justification of it 
a travesty of the Gospel 
and, in its persistent dis
obedience to the Word of 
God, a theological heresy." 

THE ALLIANCE OF 
BLACK REFORMED 
CHRISTIANS IN SOUTH
ERN AFRICA 
'ABRESCA CHARTER' 
198-1. 
"(b) Christ is Lord of all 
life even in those situations 
where his Lordship is not 
readily recognized. It is 
our task in life not only to 
recognize the Lordship of 
Christ but also to pro
claim it." 

1.2 Declaration 

"We, as members of 
ABRESCA, unequivocally 
declare that apartheid is a 
sin, and that the moral 
and theological justification 
of it is a travesty of the 
Gospel, a betrayal of the 
Reformed tradition, and a 
heresy." 


