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EDITORIAL 

PHAMBILI! FORWARD! The entire democratic movement is now faced 
with the question: What is the way forward under the current conditions? 
Not " is there a way forward?", or" do we turn backwards?" or" is the struggle 
futile?", questions which the enemy would like us to preoccupy ourselves with. 
The stage has been reached in our struggle where the forces of liberation and 
the forces of counter-revolution are clashing head oa Under these conditions, 
it is often difficult to see the way ahead 

PHAMBILI must become our beacon to light the way ahead PHAMBILI 
must be a journal in which the burning issues facing the democratic movement 
are throughly explored and debated The struggle has never been successful 
without a clear theory to guide it. 

This, the first issue of PHAMBILI, carries a number of articles which pose 
critical questions for the democratic movement. "Notes on the current 
crackdown", although brief, poses the questions: Why did the regime restrict 
UDF, COSATU and the other organisations, and how do we respond to these 
attacks. We hope to take the discussion forward in future editions of 
PHAMBILI. 

Not only has Botha found himself without support amongst the oppressed 
people. Increasingly, the struggles of our people are isolating him within his 
own ruling bloc, as his support base narrows. The white ruling bloc is 
increasingly fragmented, with many whites losing confidence in the regime to 
point the way forward The question facing the democratic movement is how 
do we respond to this situation. The article on organisation in the white areas 
contains a careful and thcrough analysisattempting to answer these questions. 
Comrades should study this article if they are to fully understand developments 
in the white areas. 
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In the interview with the SACP a number of important questions are raised 
about the character of our struggle, the role of trade unions, the relationship of 
the struggle for national liberation to the struggle for socialism etc. This 
interview, which is a reprint from Work in Progress, is one of the rare occasions 
on which the views of the banned organisation have been locally made 
available. 

The letter on our use of language in organisations raises the important point 
that if our struggle is to move forward we must use language that the masses 
of the people understand The argument of the writer is that sometimes 
comrades fail to appreciate the mass-based character of our struggle, and that 
this can only retard our progress. 

We reprint without comment the constitution of the Congress of Traditional 
Leaders. This raises the important question of how we move forward in the 
rural areas, where half our people live. What is the role of progressive 
traditional leaders in the struggle for liberation? We hope to cany comments 
in the next issue. 

Before he was detained the co-ordinator of the UDF cultural desk, Mzwakhe 
Mbuli, was interviewed in depth on the cultural boycott and the role of culture 
in our struggle. The role of mass-based culture under current conditions and 
in a future South Africa is one which more people are attempting to grapple 
with these days. The recent conference on "Culture in Another South 
Africa" (CASA) was held precisely to deal with these questions. The issue of 
culture will be an ongoing one in the pages of PHAMBILI. 

The role of women in the struggle for liberation and the role of women after 
liberation is a burning issue which has confronted every struggle. The 
experiences of other countries are important for us to study and learn from. 
The final article of this issue looks at the experiences of women in the 
Angolan struggle and the questions they are facing today. 


