
BROADLY SPEAKING 

Red Eye gets a letter from 
the British Embassy! 

Dear Editor 
Red Eye's absence from the British 
Ambassador's farewell party in 
Cape Town must account for his 
uncharacteristically ill-informed 
account (SA Labour Bulletin Vol 
15 No 8). Yes, Mrs Thatcher was 
there, but the only problem we Em
bassy officials had was in keeping 
her many admirers, representing all 
shades of political opinion in this 
country, from overwhelming her. 

Next time we will try to remem
ber to invite Red Eye too. We have 
not seen so much of him of lately, 
but we are delighted that SALB 
goes from strength to strength and 
that the publishing equipment the 
British Embassy donated to you a 
few years ago is still being put to 
good use. 
Yours 
RJ Sawers 
First Secretary 
Red Eye answers: As we said in 
1988, thanks a million, mate! One 
does wonder, though, why you as
sume Red Eye to be a man? In the 
last issue of Labour Bulletin, Red 
Eye remarked on the sexism of 
Marxist-Leninist polemic. Maybe 
male chauvinism is the one thing 
the British Embassy shares with 
Leninists? By the way. Red Eye's 
sources are impeccable. See you at 
the next party! • 

Social contacts for 
social contracts? 

B y an unfortunate typo-error in 
the report on the recent mining 
summit our correspondent seemed 
to be warning against the dangers of 
co-option for unions entering into 

"social contacts" rather than social 
contracts with management. 

However, Red Eye has since 
discovered that social contacts are 
indeed blossoming. In what the 
Chamber of Mines refers to as "The 
Year of the Relationship", trade 
union representatives are now 
being invited to join their counter
parts in delicate 'finger lunches' in 
the breaks during their meetings. 
Gone are the days of a coke-and-a-
bun for NUM negotiators on the 
kerb outside Chamber of Mine 
headquarters, while their opposite 
numbers retreated into the upper 
chambers for exclusive lunches. 

More significant are rumours of 
union and political leaders in the 
democratic movement being in
vited out for week-end breaks at 
Anglo's country estates. Social 
contacts for social contracts? • 

We love SA companies 

Veteran President Kenneth 
Kaunda told South African exhibi
tors at a recent International Trade 
Fair in Zambia that "We want more 
of you to come and join us. We love 
your companies". (He also hailed 
President De Klerk as a leader of 
"courage and deep commitment to 
the cause of justice and fair play"). 

And if Kaunda'sUNIP is rejected 
by Zambian voters in favour of the 
Movement for Multiparty Democ
racy (MMD), South African com
panies will still be welcome, accord
ing to Zambian trade union leader 
Newstead Zimba, whose ZTUC has 
been one of the leading forces in the 
formation of the MMD. 

Asked what he thought of the 
fact that such companies are 
threatening South African workers 
with re-locating their factories to 
Zambia "where workers won't give 
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us so much trouble", 'workers 
leader* Zimba replied that such 
companies would be welcome 
in Zambia under the forthcom
ing MMD government 
Stop Press: Kaunda has just 
called for the lifting of sanc
tions against South Africa! 
Further encouragement to 
South African companies! • 

Paying for murder? 

Over the page we print a fa
mous photo taken at the launch 
of UWUSA. It shows a coffin 
with the names of Barayi, Nai-
doo and COSATU on it. A 
chilling symbol when one 
thinks of the carnage and death 
associated with UWUSA and 
Inkatha. Recently, the govern
ment kicked up a hell of a fuss 
when marchers at an ANC dem
onstration bumt an anti-govern
ment coffin. One wonders why 
the government turned a blind 
eye to UWUSA's coffin... or is 
it because they paid for it? • 

New PR, old IR 

Hand Mines set up an im
pressive PR tour of its Bly-
vooruitsicht mine near 
Carletonville for the interna
tional trade union repre
sentatives attending the recent 
COSATU Congress. They 
were accompanied by high-
ranking Rand Mines manage
ment, as well as the manager 
of the mine itself, but no repre
sentative of the NUM shop ste
wards on the mine. 

Travelling to the rockface 
in the underground electric 
train, the visitors noticed a 

mineworker lying danger
ously on the roof of the train, 
in the narrow space below the 
ceiling of the tunnel. 

Asked to explain, the mine 
spokespersons responded mat-
ter-of-facdy that his job was to 
hold in place the arm joining 
the train to the high tension 
cable running along the tunnel 
roof. The visitors were left with 
the clear understanding that, to 
mine management in the 'new' 
South Africa, a black miner's 
life is still cheaper than the cost 
of a simple spring coil. • 

Hats off to Cyril! 

Hed Eye extends congratula
tions to Cyril Ramaphosa on 
his election as general secre
tary of the ANC. 

Of course, NUM will miss 
the leadership of Ramaphosa. 
But soon he may be in a position 
to oversee the nationalisation of 
the mining industry, and thus 
defeat the bosses by other 
means. Then there'd be no need 
for a union...or would there? •> 

Pity the 
environment! 

After hearing of his fall from 
the Department of Defence to 
Water Affairs and Forestry, 
Gen Magnus Malan joked that 
"having beaten the Reds, I am 
now joining the Greens". With 
his track record with the 
human race, we pity the envi
ronment ... 

A worker commented on 
VIok's fall from power: "FW 
says he has complete con
fidence in Mr Vlok, he has 

done nothing wrong, but, just 
in case, we'll send him to Cor
rectional Services..." 

Red Eye hopes the war 
criminals of the regime stand 
trial in a democratic SA. Viva 
justice! • 

Peace on the farms 

A t the recent Labour Law 
Conference, the man from SA 
Agricultural Union quite took 
Red Eye's breath away. The 
1980s were a turbulent time, 
he observed, but unrest never 
spread to the farms. The rea
son? "Good personal relation1 

ships between farmers and 
their workers," he said... • 

The hi-tech unions 

You all know NUMS A is at the 
forefront of debates about new 
technology, multi-skilling and 
training policy. Well, recently 
one of NUMSA's top negotia
tors confessed he didn't know 
the front from the back of acom-
puter. Asked what programme 
he used, he looked as blank as a 
bombed out computer... 

Reminds Red Eye of 
NUM's photocopier! Re
putedly the most advanced 
copier in the country, it is as big 
as a truck and costs R20 000 per 
month to rent We hear Rank-
Xerox brought an SA Perm 
manager to see NUM's ma
chine, in an effort to persuade 
him to rent one for his company. 
'*This is much too big for us!" 
exclaimed the man from Perm. 

Red Eye hears that only 
one person in the NUM offices 
can operate the machine... <* 
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