
ICs: democrats or 
dinosaurs? 
Listen to this: "Industrial 
Councils from the high form of 
industrial democracy and self-

government and have always been supported 
by the Department of Manpower as the 
comer-stone of collective bargaining." 

There wise words were spoken by one D 
Van der Walt, a direction in the Department 
of Manpower. Has he forgotten that 
industrial councils were originally set up to 
exclude black workers? That they regularly 
reached agreements concerning the wages 
and conditions, with no embarrassment at all 
that black workers were not represented? 
That many ICS fought (and still fight in the 
furniture industry) to exclude unions 
representing black workers or even dissolved 
themselves to prevent this? 

Has Van der Walt forgotten all this? 
RED EYE is sure he has after all, this is the 
age of forgetting, when dictators pose as 
democrats and even some liberators forget 
their commitments. *•* 

That Dig crazy Swazi chief 
In the last issue of Labour Bulletin, 
REDEYE said the elections would make 
some people crazy. You have to admit those 
words were true. Listen to that big crazy 
Swazi Chief FW dc Klerk for example. After 
being chased out of an OFS township by 
youths he threatened: "The ANC must watch 
out, they are in the minority and if they do 
not watch out they are going to get hurt. I 
killed apartheid, not Mandela." Sies! sounds 
like the last eight years, doesn't it? 

Now listen to the big crazy chief at a 
conference three days later:" I am confident 
that after the elections SA will achieve 
sufficient stability to attract foreign investors. 
After the elections the government of 
national unity will have the legitimacy which 
my government did not have to take Firm 
steps against ultra-radicals on the left and 
right who try to disturb order and undermine 
stability." 

Let's hope the big chief really is crazy on 
this one... • 

Dear voters, please forget... 
The whole thrust of the NP is that voters 
should support them because they have good 
experience of how to run a government while 
the ANC does not. The ANC and its civics, 
the NP advertisement says, couldn't even 
govern a township. 

What the ANC hopes we all forget is the 
reason why the ANC has no experience of 
government: it was locked up in NP jails. 
Most civic leaders were also in jail - or shot 
dead by NP security forces... * 

A tale of good government 
and garbage 
Come gather round, my friends, and enjoy 
RED EYE's tale about the NP and good 
government. 

Once upon a lime, the TPA (an NP 
creation, O my friends) was forced to take 
over paying the wages of the Soweto 
municipal workers when the Soweto 
Council (another NP creation, O my 
friends) was dissolved. But unfortunately 
the TPA claimed not to have enough money 
to pay all the workers. So every month 3% 
of the workers were unfortunate enough to 
receive no pay. Oh, wonderful good 
government of the NP! 

After many attempts to discuss this 
injustice, the workers went on strike (Oh, 
workers are so unreasonable, my friends). 
And so the garbage piled high in the streets, 
another brilliant example of NP good 
government. Or was it perhaps the fault of 
the ANC and the civics, as the NP says? 
Because it seems the TPA gets confused in 
this story, and no longer knows who is the 
good government. The TPA then demands 
that the ANC must solve the crisis by signing 
an agreement that residents will pay for 
services - and only then will it pay the 
workers. 

This is a story that is difficult to end, my 
friends. What can one say? Let's hope we 
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never again have to suffer ihis kind of 
government. • 

DP: Nothing left to say 
The DP has come out with a wild new 
billboard that is set to take the voters by 
storm. The board is divided into three parts. 
On the left is a bold statement: If the left get 
in nothing will go right. 

On the right is a second bold statement: If 
the right get in there will be nothing left. 
(Clever hey?) 

And in the middle, sitting like a big egg, 
is the DP logo on a white background. No 
words, no slogan, nothing. How does that 
grab you? 

RED EYE is still trying to understand the 
message of this advertisement. Does it mean 
that if you vote DP nothing will change? Or 
nothing will happen? Or if you say nothing 
and stay in the middle everyone will vote for 
you? Or you just better wait till the DP egg 
hatches and then you'll see some action ... 

Miners tiff 
Everyone knows that Scargill's NUM and 
our NUM have been close friends for years. 
The collapse of the WRTU seems to have put 
some strain on that friendship. Some years 
ago the NUM (UK) was instrumental in 
splitting the Mines International Federation 
to form a new communist dominated 
international organisation aligned to the 
WRTU. Now, the NUM (SA)'s heart may 
have been with the breakaway, but the bucks 
were with MIF - so it affiliated to the MB?. 

A couple of years ago two branches of 
Scargill's union applied for affiliation to the 
MIF - which constitutionally they are able 
to do. The NUM (SA), as an affiliate of the 
MIF, was able to block their application for 
some time as favour to an old friend. 

Finally though they had to give up. 
Then, RED EYE hears, came the angry 

letter from Scargill, denouncing this betrayal. 
Matters were heard about whether this was 
internationalism - or a new form of 
coloucalism... •> 

REDEYE 

One meeting, two meetings, 
bafan' ... 
Whenever you pass the meeting of the big 
leaders, you find there is a second meeting 
outside. RED EYE spotted one of these 
meetings outside the Protea Gardens hotel 
where the ANC national list meeting was 
taking place. This was the meeting of the 
bodyguards. Every late model car has its own 
commander and his subordinate. When they 
come out of the cars, it is like rally. Even if 
they play different music in each car, we say 
"Viva the People's Army, viva!" • 

Roelf ducks lightning 
RED EYE thinks there should be an election 
campaign every year, it's so entertaining. In 
the NP's latest attempt to Africanise itself, 
Roelf Meyer visited Sowcto and was 
sprinkled widi bile of a slaughtered goal by 
a sangoma. One Joshua Nxumalo, Soweto 
NP chairperson, explained that Roelf had to 
be introduced to the ancestors because when 
the ancestors died blacks and whites were 
still at way. "If we don't introduce you to 
the ancestors, you may be hit by a powerful 
lighting bolt." 

Lucky Roelf. Reports said he was there to 
"pave the way" for FW and Pik to visit 
Soweto later in their election campaigns. To 
test whether Roelf got hit by lightning, 
perhaps? 

Mind you, if Red Eye was an ancestor he 
wouldn't let a little bile get between my 
lighting and the war criminals of SA. •> 

World Trade Centre on strike 
While Nelson Mandela was announcing the 
lifting of the rent boycott to the National 
Local Government Forum at the World Trade 
Centre in January, armed Internal Stability 
Unit members guarded the doors at the back 
of the main hall. It turns out that canteen 
workers were sitting silendy in the dark on a 
wage strike! To his credit, the ANC President 
refused lunch in solidarity with the workers! 
(William Mat la la) <r 
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