
BROADLY SPEAKING 

Chinese 
socialism (1) 

When the foreign guests were in
troduced at the congress of the 
SACP in December last year, the 
delegates reserved some of their 
warmest applause for the repre-
sentitives of communist China. 
Presumably the delegates were ap
plauding Chinese socialism. 

The same delegates later re
jected the term 'democratic 
socialism', on the grounds that so
cialism is "intrinsically 
democratic' TT 

REDEYE wonders what is "in
trinsically democratic" about the 
regime that turned its guns and 
tanks on the people in Tienenmen 
Square? Maybe Chinese socialism 
is 'distorted socialism' - which is 
how delegates described the so
cieties of Eastern Europe. But why 
warmly applaud a distortion? • 

Some years ago there used to be 
fratricidal debate on the left about 
how to label the countries in the 
communist bloc. Some tried to 
avoid this debate by referring to 
them as countries of 'actually exist
ing socialism*. What do we call 
them now - 'actually collapsed so
cialism'? • 

Chinese 
socialism (2) 

And while on the subject of China 
and socialism: reports across the 
border are that some of the most 
successful foreign construction 
companies bidding for large gov
ernment and private contracts in 

Botswana are from the "People's" 
Republic of China. 

Their tenders are invariably the 
lowest - no doubt because they em
ploy low paid Chinese workers; 
who also work extremely long 
hours, live in prefabricated on-site 
huts, and are seldom seen actually 
to leave the building sites. 

What is more, the Botswana 
Construction and Allied Workers' 
Union doubt that the Chinese con
struction companies observe the 
basic hours, conditions and safety 
regulations won by BCAWU on be
half of Batswana workers in 
capitalist Botswana. 

As the Chinese undercut and put 
Batswana workers out of employ
ment, these latter must be wondering 
what happened to China's "interna
tionalist solidarity with all the 
workers of the world". <• 

Defeat for social 
democracy? 

Hot news around town is that the 
mineworkers angrily rejected any 
suggestion that their union should 
enter a new producuvity-bargain-
ing deal in the gold mining indusLry 
in this year's wage negotiations. 
Now, the deal negotiated last year 
was seen by many commentators 
[but not Labour Bulletin, my editor 
reminds me] as the embryo of a new 
social contract, which could under
pin a social democratic future. 

Isn't the rejection of this deal by 
the workers a major blow against 
the hopes of social democrats, won
ders REDEYE? Not really, says 
REDEYE'S social democratic 
chommy. Not like the blow suffered 
by socialists when communism col
lapsed. • 
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(White male) 
democratic South 
Africa 

Us comrades are fond of point
ing out that the South African 
economy is run by a small gang 
of aging white males. The new 
South Africa will be different 
when we run it. Well, maybe. 
The working groups estab
lished by the mining summit 
have representatives from 
business, government and la
bour - including NUM. Fact is, 
hears REDEYE, all are white 
males! At least now some of 
them are a bit younger... • 

Skills shortage 

The human resources director 
of a major mining house was 
recenUy overheard discussing 
skills in SA. "A skills short
age? What do you mean a 
skills shortage? I can give you 
the names of 5 000 people who 
need jobs," he was saying. 

The person he was speaking 
to explained that many 
workers in SA are trained by 
rote, and so find it difficult to 
improve productivity or cope 
with altered work routines. 

"Oh, you mean like my 
wife," said our HR director. 
"When she drives she pushes 
the pedals, but she doesn't 
know what a clutch is." 

When discussion turned to 
company training programmes, 
he said they take so long to get 
results he'd be dead before they 
had proved their worth. 

Sounds like some of our 
management also have a skills 
shortage... • 

Cyril the fisherman 

Opcaking of skills, ANC 
general secretary Cyril Rama-
phosa has many. Not only did 
he build the biggest union in 
the country, bring the mining 
industry to a halt in 1987, and 
then get elected as ANC 
general secretary because of 
his political astuteness, or
ganisational ability and nego
tiating skills, but he also 
enjoys trout fishing. 

The workers know him well 
- at his recent farewell-from-
NUM party he was presented 
with two prints of trout fisher
men in the Scottish Highlands, 
plus full trout fishing gear. 
Let's hope he catches a big fish 
at CODES A.... 

Guests included South Afri
can unionists, ANC leaders, 
British miners' leader Arthur 
Scargill ... and captains of the 
South African mining industry. 

ANC President Nelson Man
dela, (also honorary president of 
NUM), captured the ironies 
with his usual wit while address
ing the gathering: "When I 
prepared this speech I decided to 
say something which I believed 
would bring the mining industry 
to a standstill by Monday. I 
never thought I would find my
self sitting next to the chairman 
of the Chamber of Mines. With 
him next to me, I find I can no 
longer say what I had intended 
to say!" • 

Lunches and meetings! 

At a recent Andrew Levy 
seminar one consultant noted 
that, as you move up company 

and union heirarchies, it 
becomes more difficult to ar
range appointments. "Union 
leaders are always in meetings 
and company leaders are always 
at lunches." Comparing the 
large Andrew Levy and skinny 
Alan Horwitz from SAC-
CAWU, one wit remarked it 
was easy to see which one had 
the lunches and which attended 
the meetings... • 

Rising unemployment 
as sanctions go 

The bosses used to attack sanc
tions for causing unemploy
ment. However, as sanctions 
crumble, there is one group of 
honest traders who are feeling 
the pinch. Last week a major 
steel company received a bitter 
phone call from one of their net
work of sanctions-busting 
agents in the US. He lambasted 
the corporation for establishing 
direct contacts with US steel im
porters, and then pleaded for it 
to give him at least one client. 
Shame. REDEYE guesses there 
must be hundreds like him. 

Actually, the transition to 
democracy is hurting others too. 
Apparendy a major lock manu
facturer is having to retrench 
workers because apartheid's 
jails are opening - aided by the 
government's amnesty to thou
sands of criminals. 

Never mind. Hopefully 
there will be enough justice in 
a democratic South Africa to 
jail the thousands of criminals 
who established and main
tained apartheid in this 
country. There may, in fact, be 
a new boom in the lock in-
dusty... •& 
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