
People on the move -
or, Who's infiltrating 
who? 

In 1989, left-wing circles were 
abuzz with the scandal that radi
cal academic Duncan Innes had 
resolutely entered the world of 
'revolutionary' practice by setting 
up a consultancy to advice capital
ists on labour relations. This was 
a serious embarrassment to those 
who enjoyed his left-wing criti
cisms of the Freedom Charter. 

In the good old days of FO-
SATU and UDF we all knew 
what was what. FOSATU (to 
whose education programmes 
Duncan contributed) stood for in
dependent working class struggle 
and socialism. 

The FOSATU leadership 
criticised the nationalism of 
SACTU and the ANC and the Sta
linism of the SACP. 

Now Taffy Adler, a dedicated 
former FOSATU unionist hard
ened in the class-struggle, is 
changing jobs in the New Year -
to settle in at the big-business-
sponsored Urban Foundation! 

All of this is very confusing to 
those of us who grew up with the 
'workerist-populist debate*. Gos
sips are waiting with bated breath 
to see whether Duncan will join 
WOSA, or whether Taffy will 
join the SACP. More serious stu
dents of politics are asking -
who's infiltrating who? • 

????? 

Things do, as they 
say, change.. 

O f course, former 'workerists' 
have gone in many different direc
tions. Alec Erwin, reputed to 
have been one of FOSATU's key 
ideologues in the old days, is now 
a respected member of the ANC. 
Remember when he wrote in La
bour Bulletin in 1986 'liberation 
politics' and 'transformation poli
tics* were incompatible? 

And, looking through the Oc
tober 1984 issue of the 
now-defunct Cape Town-based 
journal Social Review, RED EYE 
came across two unsigned ar
ticles. One is titled Internal 
colonialism - a faded concept? 
and criticises the SACP's Colo-
nialism-of-a-Special-Type thesis. 
We have reason to believe the ar
ticle was co-authored by our 
current and populist Labour Bul
letin editor - who since at least 
1987 has been writing articles sup
porting this 'faded concept'! 

The other article, which inter
vened in the heated debate at the 
time over whether to call for a 'na
tional convention' or a 
'constituent assembly', is even 
more embarrassing. The writer at
tacked opponents of a national 
convention, labelling them "ultra-
left" or "sincere democrats [who 
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RED EYE 
have]...allowed themselves 
to be confused by the ultra-
left position". But that is not 
all. He went on to say: "the 
call for a constituent assem
bly...means nothing to our 
peopte." 

The anonymous author of 
this article was - wait for it! -
Jeremy Cronin, a prominent 
activist who is now on the 
S ACP central committee! 

But let us not dwell on 
the past After all, Joseph 
Stalin was once destined for 
priesthood! * 

[ Althussera Hindu? 

A sad ending to a period of 
hope and rejuvenation. Louis 
Althusser, French philos
opher and major Marxist the
oretician, finally died in 
November, a decade after he 
killed his wife, and was de
clared mentally unstable. 

Like another great New 
Left Marxist whose life 
ended tragically, Nicos Poul-
antzas, Althusser played a 
central role in rescuing Mar
xism from the stultification 
of Soviet orthodoxy during 
the late '60s and '70s. South 
African Marxism benefited 
enormously from a renewed 
emphasis on the creative, 
non-dogmatic impulse inher
ent in 
Marxism-as-a-tool-and-
guide, as opposed to 
Marxism-as-a-religion. 

Althusser argued that 
Marxism is a 'science* - in
deed, much of his intellectual 
endeavours were devoted to 
establishing the 'scientific' 

status of Marxism. Althusser 
was also extraordinarily diffi
cult to read. RED EYE 
remembers the tale of two 
political prisoners in the 
early eighties. The older one 
was a serious student of Al
thusser, the other a relative 
newcomer to the world of 
Marxist dialectics. As part of 
his prison literary diet, the 
newcomer had been reading 
ancient Hindu philosophy, 
written in flowery language, 
and steeped in imagery. It 
was very easy to read. He re
counted what he had learnt to 
his older comrade - some
thing about the interplay 
between the abstract and the 
concrete. His comrade re
sponded: "But that is exactly 
what Althusser says - and it's 
taken me two years to under
stand it!" 

RED EYE is tempted to 
say something about Eu-
rocentrism. If there was less 
Western arrogance (Marxist 
and non-Marxist), and a 
greater willingness to inter
act with and understand other 
beliefs and cultures, then 
maybe we could avoid ex
pending valuable energy 
reinventing the wheel. 

Or was Althusser in fact a 
closet Hindu? •> 

A t a NUMSA workshop re
cently, a prominent captain 
of industry told the delegates 
that he agreed fully with ef
forts to involve workers in 
decision-making. A skeptical 
delegate wanted to know 

whether that included deci
sions about investments. 
"Well, no," the good indus
trialist replied. "There are 
limits. Collective decision
making is not very effective. 
In the end someone has to de
cide." 

"Who makes the deci
sion, then?" the worker 
persisted. 

"Well, usually it's the 
one who has the cash," 
answered the boss. 

Is this what they mean 
when they say, 'The buck 
stops here?' 

Democracy hurts, 
OK? 

Brigadier OJ Gqozo, mili
tary ruler of Ciskei, is a very 
frank man. In a recent speech 
he had this to say about 
democracy: 

"The previous govern
ment, everytime you asked 
for something they made 
damn sure that you did not 
get it the way you wanted it. 
If you wanted to work, they 
would not let you. If you 
didn't want to work they 
gave you promotion. Our 
government, if you want to 
work we give you work. If 
you don't want to work we 
kick you out. If you want to 
toyi-toyi we let you toyi-toyi. 
If you want to be serious we 
let you. You know, we are so 
democratic it hurts. We have 
just told the clerks, if you 
want to join NEHAWU, you 
leave." 

Democracy does sound 
painful, doesn't it? ft 
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