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LIC INTEREST IN UNIONS
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1 TS UNIOKS URGE AFRIC..N UNIONS

)

a surprising change of attitude , eirht of the largest white unions
in the country heve decided to support unions for Africans.

These unions, which inclda the whita'ﬁniun to which the white workers
at Alcan belong, say that they will set up trade unions for Africans.

Isisebenzi interviewed a prominent white trade unionist about this
new move:

Isisebenzi: Why h.ve tre white unions dceided to start ifrican unions?
For many yenrs they have oppos.d Africcn unions?

Trade Unions:I don't think that the white trade unions nov support
Afrieans trgde unions beczusc they have come to love the
black nan. They simply want to protect their own
interests. They realize that their ovm jJobs are in danger
unless Africans have trade unions.,

Isisebengi: Yhat dangers nre the white unions ecre? of?

Trade Unionist: In South Africoll there cre too mony skilled jobs and
too few skilled and trained workers to fill them. So
wheth:r the whitee like it or not Coloureds, Indians
ent Africans have begun to ¢o thesc skidded jobe.

They even have ‘friecn shunter on th: railways nowl.

But blacks have alwzys been peid low woges in South

Africa. And even though nony blacks n~re now déing

skilled jobs their wages are lower thon white wages.

vhat the white workers n~re terrificd of is that the bosses wi
boeses will scck then.If the bosses see that blacks

can do the job just ae well os whites- and et half the
wazos- then their jobs cre no longur R secure.

Thet is why they now support African unions and

equal pay for equcl work.

Igigebengi: Do you think the white unions have nade a good
decision?

Trode Unionist: Yes I think that their acceptance of African trade
unions will benefit evexrybody. I realise that they
only want to protect their own interests. But if
this meens that ifricans can hone for equal pay for
equel work then it is a good thing.
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The Union notos vith minﬂmmu have bocome awarc of

i?n groving powor of our Union. They are so worried that thoy startod issucing
~pcnsivcly printod notic.s to all workcers.

Bhe womkers have a couple of suggestions for the gontlomcn:
1)Instcad of wasting monoy on pamphalots ho usos it for improvihg

wWagos .

, 2)Instcad of tolling us about all the wondorful things works committocs
bring, lot him oxplain why thoy cannot bring the only important thing
namcly: WAGES _

3JEHEIM unoblo to undorstand that in tho ncar futurc he will
have to nogotiato with tho Union and not thc works committoo, ho rosign

ond moke woy for somoone who doos.



