
OVER 100 people rep
resenting 23 residents 
and trade union organi
sations hive met to 
decide how they should 
respond to the latest 
busfare increases asked 
by City Tramways. 

If the increases are 
granted, bus passengers 
will have to pay be
tween 5 and 10 cents 
more for a ride. Last 
year the bus company 
made an after tax profit 
of over R3 million. 

People present were 
quite angry. A spokes
person fox Lavender 
Hill said "busfares are 
already very high. Our 
people are at the mo
ment finding it quite 

t hard to make ends meet. 
' Does City Tramways 

want to see us starve? 

A spokesperson for 
one of the trade unions 

"We did not choose 
to live in areas like 
Mitchells Plain and 
Guguletu* We used to 
live near our places of 
work. But then the 
government passed the 
Group Areas Act. and 
they began moving us 
left, right and centre/' 

Another speaker 
added: "Since the 
government moved us 
against our wishes, they 
are responsible for the 
big transport costs and 
should bear the brunt. 

Unite 
The people present 

called for positive 
action, with a represen
tative of Mitchells Plain 
iaying: "Only the peo
ple can fight the bus* 
fare increases. It is very 
important that all the 
people be united be
hind their organi
sation," 

A BBSK spokesper
son added: "Already 
wages are too low and 
we cannot afford the 
high rents and the price 
of basic foodstuffs. 
Any increase in bus-
fares will mean less 
money for food. 

After much discus* 
sion it was decided that 
all organisations present 
should lodge objections 
at the offices of the 
National Transport 
Commission* 

Objections 
The meeting felt It 

important to ask trade 
unions who were not 
present and the church 
organisations to sup* 
port this decision and 
support the campaign 
against busfare increa
ses. 

The demands of the 
people were spelt out 
by a resident of Val-
hallaPark: 

"The people must 
control the transport 
system. It must not be 
provided by private bus 
companies to make a 
profit. People should be 
charged a fare they can 
afford." 

On Friday July 23, 
1982 over 20 resident, 
trade union and church 
organisations including 
CAHAC. CTMWU. 
FCWU, GWU, lodged 
objections at the offices 
of the National Trans-
sport Commission, 


