CALLS for people to
become more involved
in their civic organisations were made at
the first annual general
meeting o f the Cape
Areas Housing A c t i o n *
Committee this month.
Cahac, officially launched
a
year
ago,
presently represents 21
civic bodies.
In addressing the
close t o 200 delegates
and observers present.
Cahac chairperson. Mr
Wilfred Rhodes, said it
was very important that
as many people as
possible be involved in
making decisions.
To
build
strong
democratic
organisations meant more
than a show of hands at
meetings, he said,
" I t calls for greater
involvement
by
all
affected people." he
said.
The task was not for
those with confidence
to make decisions on

their own. Rather their
job was t o reach out
and involve others in
day-to-day work, he

said.
" I t is this collective
involvement in decisionmaking
and
action
which will be the real
measure o f how successfully we are organising; 1
he said.
In his report as secretary. Mr Trevor Manuel,
stressed the need to
commit more people to
the organisation.
"Truly people's organisations must provide a home for everybody in the commu-
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nity ground matters
which are important to
people."
"We are not trying
to build a fancy Cahac
structure somewhere in
the air - organisation
must be built in the
community." he said.
Mr Rhodes said the
goal of organisations
must not only be to
fight high rents and busfares. "We must sec
these problems as being

only the smoke. Our
work must be to put
out the fire which causes
the smoke. We must
wipe out from this
society all the causes of
our hardship."
At the end of the allday meeting held at the
Lengegeur Civic Centre
in Mitchells Plain, nine
people were elected to
serve on the steering
committee.

