
LETTERS 

NO TO THIRD 
CLASS CITIZENSHIP 

DEAR Grassroots - On 
May 28 this year, 1 
travelled on a train 
from Cape Town to 
Salt River, 

On my way to the 
toilet at Salt River 
station, I was stopped 
by a barrier guard who 
told me to produce my 
ticket. I was on the 
platform and was about 
five metres from the 
barrier gates. 

I showed him my 
ticket and tried to 
move towards the toilet 
but he stood in front of 
me. 

He told me I was not 
allowed to use the tot* 
let and I needed a first 
class ticket before I 
could do so. 

I explained to him 
that as a South African 
citizen, I was entitled 
to use the toilet but he 
challenged me to a fight 

if I used the so-called 
white toilet. 

1 Ignored him and 
went into the toilet 
while he stood at the 
door, waiting for me to 
come out. It is natu
rally second-nature for 
him to wait for his wife 
while she uses the toilet 
at home. 

The so-called toilets 
of the railways arc very 
filthy. There are not 
even health inspectors 
who are looking into 

the matter. 
When I c*me out of 

the toilet, he stood in 
front of me again and 
directed me to a third 
class exit. Thai's what 
they think of you; 4ta 
third class citizen must 
associate with third 
class facilities'*. 

I brought the matter 
to the attention of the 
station manager b y 

handing in a written 
report. He explained to 
me that he had no 
authority over the bar
rier guards. 

I then walked 
through the gates and 
was again stopped by 
the barrier guard. He 
addressed me as a third 
class citizen and saw 
himself as a first class 
citizen. 

Barriers 
At that moment the 

inspector (a Mr van Zyl) 
came along and infor
med me that the barrier 
guards were entitled to 
ask any person for a 
ticket on the platform. 

Mr van Zyl then re
quested the police to 
lock me up. His reason 
for this was that I 
would not listen to his 
instructions. 

It was actually my 
duty to lay a charge 
against them but I 
knew this would not be 
accepted. 

The apartheid signs 
are down on all the 
platforms, but there is 
another form of apart* 
heid, because they 
know as well as you 
and I that only Black 
people make use of the 
third class section while 
Whites don't. 

So they might as 
well put back the 
apartheid signs. The 
South African Govern
ment never does any
thing to try to do away 
with apartheid, but 
they just introduce it in 
other forms. 

The time has come 
for us to be treated as 
South African citizens 

and not as third - d m 
citfcens. 

Change 
Things have to 

change as far as the 
Government is con* 
cerned before it can be 
taken to the people. 
There should be higher 
wages, better pensions 
for old people and 
equal education. 

From a member of 
The Bonteheuwc! Civic 

G P Ismael 
IS Teak Road 

Bonteheuwel, 

P-S, 
1 work myself half to 
death selling Grassroots 
so please publish my 
letter. I will also be glad, 
in the name of CAHAC, 
if the letter is placed in 
other newspapers by 
Grassroots^ 

High rents but poor maintenance 
DEAR Grassroots, 

I am a member of 
the Lavender Hill Youth 
Group which was for
med recently. 

About two weeks 
ago I spoke to a woman 
who stays in the same 
court as I do and she 
told me about the big 
problems she had with 
her house when it rained 
recently. 

The woman, Mrs 
Brown, of Aspeling 
Court told me about 
her life in Lavender Hill 
with all it's hardships 
and suffering. 

This was her story: 
"We have been living 

here in Lavender Hill 
for the past eight years 
and our rent has gone 
up many times and now 
we pay R40 per month. 

"For the last eight 
years we have lived in 
agony, because when
ever the wind blows we 
witch how the roof 
lifts from it's original 
position. After we com
plained, the Council 
came to repair the 
cracks with polyfiller, 

"The wall* began to 
crack from the floor to 
the roof. 

"In one room we 
can see what goes on in 

the flat below us and 
the people have already 
started to complain 
about the water running 
down the walls, but 
how can we help if our 
house is flooded and 
the council refuses to 
give us better housing, 

"It is no longer a 
pleasure to go to the 
toilet because the cis> 
tern is broken and 
every time you have 
finished you have to 
throw a bucket of water 
into the pan, 

"The door frames 
are all loose and the 
handles of the windows 
just seem to break off 

whenever you want to 
open the v/indow, 

"There is a hole in 
our roof and I stuffed a 
rag in to keep the birds 
from falling on Ihe bed 
or the children. 

"We are afraid to ask 
the Council to do any 
repairs for they charge 
a fortune for main
tenance, and already we 
have been paying for 
maintenance all these 
years. It is included in 
our rent, but what do 
they repair? 

"This place is not fit 
for anyone to stay in 
and even animals would 

not stay here. All my 
children are small and I 
cannot keep up with 
the hospital and doc
tors' bills. 

The question about 
all this is: 

Is the Council going 
to wait for something 
tragic to happen to our 
family before giving us 
a proper place to stay 
or even repair the house 
though the house seems 
to be irTepairable and 
can only be demolished 
and then rebuilt!" 

From Achmal Ismail 
(with the help of 

Mrs Brown) 


