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Theatre horn
out of struggle

“TOLL on church beils
toll the night away
ronight iz judgemeni
day™,

And judgément day it
was for two Jfamilics
living in Sowcto zt the
height of the boyoolls
and unrest in 1976. It
udgement day for
people of Sourh

wWas |
the

cdzarh,

Africa.
..,-...:_' .-__I
Day™

of the Long
Is & sensitive plav
J*-m.t the pzin and
suffering, the hopes and
dreams, the tmagedies of
life in our country. It is
afso a play of birth and
07 relations be-
parenis and
HBerwesn b

CWeen
childres.

struggle o survive, dis-
llusionment and the
ideals of freedom.

The play was WTllén
by one of cur very own
playwTights, Dukuza Ka
Macu, The play opened
a1t the Dhioma Thealrs
Club (DTC) in Johan-
nesdurg recently.

DTC i a new threatre

our history
and problems

ALL over the townships of Langa, Guguletu and Nvanga com-
munity drama groups have been started. Some are based in houses
and others in the township community centres.

Vulindlela, Nawe and Masikhululeke are the most active groups.
They write their own plays. direct them and act in them them-

selves.

We have seen their plavs at public meetings and in the com-

munities.

Mzsikhululeks drama
group told Grassroots
thar cheir themes come
from the dav-to-dzy ex-
periences of township
Gfe. Workers strugples,
evictions, housing,
hooliganism and deten-
tions form the subjecls
of their plavs,

They say, “commin-
ity dramz :zhould Dot
only talk about bBow
people suffer, but also
explain why our prob-
lems exist and how we
can solve them.™

“People must not
think thst they cannot
bz mvolved in drama.
Evéryone can take part.
Community drama is
about our peopls and
their problems.™

The groups also work
on plavs ahout our his-
tory. The histoov that is
nat ftold in our schoal
history books,

Maszikhuleleke is
worlking on a play
about such an impor-
tant event. — Im 1837
the Africans were de-
ceived by the whites.
Thay were tald 1o bumn
ther caitle and crops
because they would ger
mare from the whites.
But this was just 2 way
of fooling the people
and to force them off
their land to work on
the mines. This is the
theme of their new
play.

Masikhululeke, we ars
waiting to see this play.
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which wis stzroed amd
15 run by 3 group of
Black artsts, It is a
thearme which was bam
aut of the re=al Iife
SXpEriences O5 OuUr peo-
ple and thair stregg In
Benjie FI:].I'I..-- the
director of the play
says that the thestre
hopes to explore our
history and culture. To
do this, it must have a
vision of a future Scuth
Africa. It must give
birth to action

Instead of promaoting
individoal playwrights
and actors, it will em-
phagize collecrive play
creation and scring.

This is a new theatrical |

experience where the
plaswright, the ths
actor and audience are
full participants.

It iz alzo the aim of
the theatre club to run
worksheps  and o
develop the

icting. Dlomo & a2
non<absidsed theaire
and nesds the support

of the community to
fund it and help it
""""q.
Fads

DTC runs & member-
indi-

scheme for
viduals, art groups,
scaocls and  other
groups of people.

In this way, tickets
are subsidsed al a price

In this way, tickers
are subsidised at & price
that people can afford.

The organisers of the
club hope to take plavs

ship
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skills 1m |
writing, producing znd |

SATURDAY altermocon
- I'm standing outside

the biloscops with =
group of friends waiting
for the matinee show to
came out. Only laaities
go 0 matinse and they
maxe 3 much poice
that you can't hear s
wiord that the aciors are
saying. So myv f[riends
and [ go to the four
a'clock show,

ihe doors opsn and
the laasties come stream-
g ocut, All they are
talking about i= Chuck
Narris and what a “main
o™ k2 I, They havs
just s2em a kung fu
movie.

They really admirse
him. As zoon as they
gét out of the bioscope
I0ey san  Jumping
around in the air [ke 2
lot -of beboons, imagin-

ng and Kicking at each
other — they &re kung
i BeToes

We go inside. Tke
bioscope stinks of Jeyes
Fluid zmd stale air. But,
what does it marrer?
After all, where elsa can
one go o 3 Saturday
aftemoca? They don™
sven wadt for us all 1o
be seated Defore thay
start the film. But what
the heck, the action
haen"t zrarted ves,

Whar ar  actiom-
picked Blm! The hero
i5 2 hired killer. H* hss

&2 lizemce to kill. He
goes  around killing
everyaone who stands in
hiz way. Fast cams,

beautiful sexy girls. the
film has them all. And
you musl faxe a look at
dls equuipment — guns,
knives, bombs, the

film he must have killad
ihout CaEniy “had
guys’, vet not once i
he azzesicd or even held

for guestioming. He just
walks away with his
girl =t his side.

It wis almost dark
when we came out af
the bioscope. The gangs
were alrecady gathering
gt the comers. Thege
will probably be anathers
gangfight tonight in the
rowreship, All the gang-
srers want to be another
Chuck Normris or James
Band,

They think that it &
ool to go around
behaving like the heroes
they s22 in the movies.
They think char they
will g5t away with i,
that the cops won't get
them if they go around
killing people,

on lowr amound the | ing they zre Chock works. But is rea] Efe what
oouniry. Norris — they start hatt- By the end of the we seein the movies?
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