
Sarmcol workers' 
day of celebration 

IT was a day for celebration 
when more than 200 people 
gathered at the Mpophomeni 
Community hall to see the pres
entation of R300 to each of 
the 13 retrenched Sarmcol wor
kers 

Of course, the celebration was 
not held because 13 workers 
were retrenched. But rather be
cause their retrenchment marked 
the road to victory in a long, 
long struggle for union recog
nition at this Ho wick factory. 

For ten years the Mclal and 
Allied Workers Union has been 
struggling against tremendous 
odds to win recognition at 
Sarmcol. 

In the middle of a renewed 
campaign last year these 13 
workers were retrenched. 

With the aid of strong state
ments from the retrenched 
workers. MAWU proceeded to 
take the company to the Indus* 
trial Court for 'unfair labour 
practices*. 

But Sarmcol decided to settle 
out of court and has granted the 
union stop order facilities and 
has agreed to negotiate a full 
recognition agreement with 
MAWU. 

At the presentation, the 
moment of truth came when the 
union handed over the cheques 
to the 13 workers. 

Some people could not believe 
their eyes. Most Sarmcol work
ers were not 100 percent sure 
whether MAWU would ever 
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Some of the people who came to the Sarmcol meeting at which the Mayor of Mpophomeni also wished 
(be 13 retrenched workers well and congratulated the Sarmcol workers on their victory. 

get into the factory, let alone 
make such a generous offer to 
retrenched workers. 

MAWU local organiser, John 
Makhatini told the workers that 
it was by no 'miracle' that the 
union had got inside the factory. 

i t was because of the power 
of the workers/ he said* 

He added that 
made it clear that 
the union instead 
committee which 
more than the 
'mouthpiece'. 

But, he said, this was just the 
beginning of the struggle, work
ers should not just sit back and 

workers had 
they wanted 
of a liaison 
was nothing 

company's 

relax. 
Later, the branch secretary of 

MAWU. Geoff Schreiner expl
ained to workers that Sarmcol 
was the key factory in Howick. 

i f you can control Sarmcol.* 
he said, 'then you will be able to 
stand as a strong force in the 
area/ 


