
A LOOK AT THE LABOUR MOVEMEI> 
BRAZIL b a veiy big 
country. It has a populat
ion of 120 million people 
which is about four times 
the size of South Africa's 
population* It covers a 
land area that is about 
seven times larger than 
that of South Africa. 

But it is the recent 
workers'*, struggle in Brazil 
that is more interesting. 
The history of the worker 
struggle in Brazil is a long 
one. 

In the I930*s labour 
laws were introduced to 
pur the unions understate 
control But by I960 
workers had once again 
started to organise unions 
outside the official State 
controlled unions. How
ever in 1964 the Generals 
of the Army seized power 
from the more liberal 
President Goulart. 

The generals ruthlessly 
suppressed all opposition 
— murdering, torturing 

and detaining. All political 
opposition, including ur
ban guerilla uprising and 
the unofficial trade unions 
were crushed. 

Behind this repression 
Brazil experienced an 
'economic miracle' with 
economic growth rates 
between 1968 and 1974 
of 10 percent per year 
(compared to about 5,5 
percent in South Africa). 
But it was a miracle for 
the rich not the poor but 
by 1978 even the rich* 
man's miracle had ended* 

To try and deal with the 
growing problems. General 
Figueredo who was elected 
president in 1979 started 
to talk of reforms or what 
the Brazilians call abctura. 

The reforms were inten
ded to give more political 
freedom. However, the 
Generals still kept a tinht 
control and they did little 
to change the economic 
crisis. 

The Brazilian working 
class and industry had 

grown amazingly. The 
majority of the factories 

are concentrated in the 
city of Sao Paulo which 
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In*plant march by steelwork^ supporting the wage demands of the Sao Paulo metalworkers 
October 1978. 

has a population of about 
13 million - three times 
bigger than Johannesburg, 
llie factories are very 
big and the one Volks
wagen factory in Sao 
Paulo emplovs 34 000 
worker*. 

STRIKES 
It was the workers in 

metal and textile in Sao 
Paulo who started to re
organise the unofficial 
unions. Every year since 
1977 workers have struck 
in support of recognition 
and better wa^es. In 1979 
more than 100 000 metal 
and motor workers went 
on strike over demands for 
a living wage, job security 
and democratically elected 
shop stewards. They were 
joined by 250 U00 govern
ment workers. 

Out of this, the Workers 
Party was started in order 
to represent worker* in the 
planned elections. This 
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T IN BRAZIL 
was met with great opp* 
osition from the State, 
other political parties and 
the official trade union 
leaders. 

Since 1980 Brazil h» 
suffered a very serious 
economic depression, hn 
ploycrs arc fighting back 
against workers. In the 
motor industry they 4n? 
introducing robots to rep
lace workers. 

When the election took 
place in November 1982 
the Workers' Party did 
quite well but it is far 
from being a nationally 
based party. 

LAND 
* 

In Brazil then? is also a 
very serious land problem 
and masive unemploy* 
mem. Vie economy has 
serious problems and just 
as in South Africa, the 
government is trying to 
solve them by methods 
which make things worse 

for rural people and wor
kers. 

Again in the last few 
months strikes have occur-
ed and there have been 
massive riots bv die un
employed. Tlie worker 
struggle has continued and 
attempts are being made 
to unify the official and 
unofficial unions. 

Clearly we should know 
about this struggle and 
learn from I t In 1981 
when one of the Brazilian 
union leaders was asked 
how he saw the struggles 
in Poland and South 
Africa, he replied: 

i t is confirmation that 
we are not alone in our 
struggle to build up trade 
union independence and 
this is the best way for 
workers in different parts 
of the world to establish 
an independent presence. 
It is also the basis for the 
building of a society based 
on justice and equality*. 


