
2 400 textile members 
lose jobs over past year 

LAST year was 'the most diffi
cult year' the National Union 
of Textile Workers had faced 
since 1976. Over 2 400 union 
m e m b e r s lo s t t h e i r j o b s 
through retrenchments and 
closures. 

This was the somewhat de
pressing news given to over 
2 000 NUTW members by the 
union's general secretaryt John 
Copelyn. 

He was speak ing a t the 
union's joint annual general 
meeting held recently at the 
Edendale Lay Centre near 
Pietermaritzburg. 

But not all the news was bad 
news. Brother Copelyn reported 
the success of the Frame strug
gle which, he said, would 'con
solidate the union's presence in 
the major urban textile fac
tories significantly*. 

And in spite of the retrench
ments and closures. NUTWs 
membership has grown by over 
1 500 workers -over the past 

year putting its total member
ship at more than 25 000. 

In h i s r e p o r t . B r o t h e r 
Copelyn also focussed on the 
government's decentralisation 
programme which, he said, had 
'resulted in an increasing num
ber of factories closing down 
their operations in urban areas 
and moving to homeland areas 
where the wages are less than 
R 2 5 p e r w e e k for m o s t 
workers'. 

'The a t t rac t ions of cheap 
labour and government assis
tance are so great that in Natal 
the union is unaware of a sin
gle clothing factory being start
ed in Durban while there are 
dozens growing up every day in 
I s i t h e b e , E z a k h e n i , 
Mnambithi, Qwa Qwa and such 
homeland places/ he said. 

'And each and every home
land government has made it 
as difficult as possible for work
ers in such areas to organise 
themselves/ 

The KwaZulu draft legisla
tion provides that unions not 
registered under KwaZulu can
not have stop orders nor have 
access to any remedies in 
KwaZulu/ 

T h e effect of this Bill being 
passed by KwaZulu was that 
clothing employers in Isithebe 
broke off negotiations with the 
union and have now come out 
a s open ly h o s t i l e to a n y 
unionisation in the area. They 
have also effectively ensured 
that we do not get any office 
accomodation in the area/ 

'These are very serious set
backs in the struggle/ Brother 
Copelyn said. 

Speaking about the crisis of 
apartheid, Brother Copelyn 
said it was time that organised 
labour started to formulate its 
own demands as to what future 
society they would like to see. 

'Up to now we have been 
plagued by the lack of a united 
trade union movement-,!!" we 
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want to play a role in shaping 
our society, we have got to 
overcome the petty differences 

and deal with our real common 
interests with other organised 
workers/ he concluded. 


