
Comment 
CONTRARY to what the present government believes, i t 
wi l l not be able to forcefully suppress the growing discon
tent in the country's townships forever. Nor can i t afford 
to ignore the justified demands being made by workers and 
students. How long will i t take the government to realise 
that detaining worker and progressive leaders is not a 
viable solution? Oppression may dampen the flames but i t 
wi l l not put out the fire. Workers wi l l not give up their 
struggle for freedom from economic exploitation and 
social poverty. 

And will big business continue t o sit idly on the sidelines -
hiding behind the weak excuse of 'we are not polit ical' ? 
They say they deplore the repressive actions of the gov
ernment but i t is clear that they have benefited from these 
oppressive policies. South Africa has become an industrial 
giant at the expense of the welfare of its workers. The 
townships were built to provide 'dormitories' for the 
millions of workers that big business desperately needed. 
But in order to keep the profits high, as l i t t le as possible 
was spent on providing workers with decent living cond
itions. And because only a basic education was needed to 
operate the machines in the factories, l i t t le money was 
spent on schools, technical colleges and universities for the 
country's blacks. 

Conditions in the townships have often in the past become 
so intolerable that workers and students have taken t o the 
streets to protest But like at Sharpeville in 1960 and in 
Soweto in 1976, the government's only response is to 
use armed force to suppress all attempts to raise natural 
grievances. Once again in 1984, workers and their student 
children have demonstrated their discontent by staging a 
two-day stayaway. High unemployment, increased food 
costs, bus fare and rent hikes, inadequate housing, low 
wages, poor education, have all combined to rouse their 
anger. But once again i t is met by the repressive fist of the 
government. The townships are virtually occupied by the 
police and the army - worker and progressive leaders are 
detained. 

It is time that the government and big business began 
to consider real solutions to the problems they have creat
ed. Is i t unfair for workers to demand'to live in reasonable 
conditions? Is it unfair for workers to demand the right to 
work and receive a living wage? Is i t unfair for workers' 
children t o demand a decent education? FOSATU says, 
NO IT IS NOT UNFAIR. These are basic human rights. 
FOSATU will not surrender until these have been 
achieved. 


