'Strive to build a strong
working class movement'
METAL workers must strive to
build a strong working class
organisation - Transvaal branch
secretary of the Metal and Allied
Workers Union, Moses Mayekiso
said at the union's annual general meeting recently.
Speaking lo over 5 000 workers. Brother Mayekiso said by
organising all the big steel producers, MAWU should have a
membership of about 100 000
by 1984,
'We must keep on consolidating, strengthening our democratic structures and politicising
our members
*We must negotiate on all
levels where our members have
the most strength.
'We must fight all kinds of exploitation through our strength/
, Brother Mayekiso told workers.
He said the union supported
the FOSATU stand on UDF and
other political organisations.
*We believe that workers as a
class should fight their own
problems.
'As the enemy is only one capitalism - and all other things
like influx control arc merely
appendages/ he said.
Brother Mayekiso said the
workers must keep up the

fight against the *evfl' of retrenchment.
'Retrenchments have taught
workers that the capitalists are
only interested in production
and profits - not the workers/
He said in the urban areas
retrenched workers were dying
of hunger and lost their accomodation because of unemployment.
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And in the rural areas where
there is famine, workers are just
dumped there with no thought
to alternatives/ Brother Mayekiso said.
In resolutions adopted at the
MAWU AGM, workers condemned Seifsa for encouraging employers not to negotiate wages
outside of the industrial council.
'We believe that it is the right
of workers to bargain on working conditions and wages either
at the factory or nationally/
The workers also said that
MAWU would not co-operate
or work together with sell-out
unions.
They condemned attempts by
companies to push MAWU on to
joint negotiating committees at
plant-level.
After the meeting Moses Mayekiso told FOSATU Worker
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News that MAWU was rapidly
becoming a powerful force in
the metal industry.
'It is no longer just a union/
he said, i t is a movement of
workers/
He said the union was not only

involved in 'bread and butter*
issues but was involved in the
broader struggle for liberation*.
i t is impossible to seperate the
two in South Africa when dealing with the oppressed voiceless
masses/
Brother
Mayekiso
concluded.
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